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I feel it is my duty on behalf of the Greck peonle who are
now in slavery,and especially on bchalf of those who arc in
jails and in concetration camps,to extend my thanks to the people

Helsinki for their massive and enthusiasgstic »narticipation

o
£

441

in this demonstration.

For the Finnish people know what it means to struggle foxr
E = ® s QO

Tfreedom and for national independence.You know the meaning of
loneliness in a difficult fight against terrible odds.For it

is now more than four years that a brutal dictatorship has been
imposed on Greece by the great onower across the Atlantic,the
United States.

Only two or three days ago I was informed directly from
Grecce that among the very many people who have been arrested
in a new wave of terror,two men that you may know of,have been
tortured inhumenly.Arrests in September,in October,in November,
in December,in Januvary,in February,in Illarch,and a new wave of
torture on a big scale has been taking place in Greece currently.

You may have seen the film Z,and you may remember the hero
of that film.This is the young investigating judge.His name in
real life is Christos Sartzetakis.He was arrested on December 24,
on Christmas eve.And then he was taken to the headgquarters of
military police.And we had heard nothing from him or about him
until now.And just three days ago we heard that he is alive,but
he has been tvortured so much that he is not capable of walking.
And the same is true of my own lawyer when I was in »nrison,
llenios Koutsogiorgas.And it is true also for many others whose
names will become known in due time.

On May 14th the assistant secretary of the U.S. for European
affairs spoke to the political committee of the Council ofEurope
in Strasbourg.And he told them that the Greck people were sup-
porting the junta.And he told also that,yes,therc were torturecs
in Greece,but that they were not too extensive.And so the United
Statecs,since the tortures are only of limited extent,is preparcd

to continue its strong support of the Greelr junta.sind,of course,
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llr.Hillenbrandt,that is his name,asked the Zuropean nations to
accept and collaborate with the Greek Jjunta.

Of course,for the government that is prepared to carry out
and condone the massacre of lLiy-=Lai,in Vietnam,in Cambodia,and in
Laos,it is very easy to say that the tortures in Greece are limi-
ted.But,of course,for the BEuropean governments,for the Zuropecan

this cannot be so.f'or it
nolitical parties,for the Buropean people,is only yesterday that
we had the Dachaus and the Buchenwalds of Nazi Germany.

The Greek dictatorship is really not a Greek dictatorship.lt
is an American occupation of a European country.Greece is the first
Suropcan country to suffer the fate of Latin America.The decision
of the United StatesPentagon,CIA and State Department to impose
this form of occupation on Greece is duc to two fundamental reasons. .
First,it is due to the need to preserve and secure the expanding
American ampire in the ilediterranean.For,since the Greek junta,

-the Amcrican junta in Greece-has taken on power,they have,the
Americans have built many major military bases,someo%hem nuclear
bases.It is very clear that if the Greek people had the right to
govern themselves,to chart themselves the course of their nation,
they would never have accepted this transformation of Grecce into
a huge militory outpost of the United States.And this is why it
was essential for the United States to silence the voice of the

'

Greek people in running the affairs of their own country.

But this is only one aspect of the problem.For indced there .
is another and rather obvious onc.Bver since the colonels came to
Greece,American business has invaded and has monopolised the greek
economy.About five weeks ago Tthe Secretary of Commerce of the
United States visited Greece.And he was invited to dinner by nine
ministers of the cabinet of the junta.And at that time,at the end
of the dinner,he stocd up and thanked the junta.He thanked the
Junta fer two reasons.First,because the Greek "government'is pro-

tecting American investments in Greece in a more erffective way
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than any other government in the world .And,sccond,becausc the
terms thet the Greek junta is offering to Amcrican investors are
the best in the world.
We can understand the Americans.They are beut-not the people
but their establishment,their ruling class and the Pentagon— tley
are bent upon an imperialis?t - .cxpansion and an imperialist domina-
tion of the world.Their pattern of action differs from case to casc.
At the one extrcme there is Vietnam,laos and Cambodia.There they
have unleashed one of the ugliest wars in human history.And then
there are the military tekeovers,latin Ameriecan style,both in Latin
America and elsewihere.And Greecce belongs to that category.It is
the first Banana Republic on the wuropean Continent.
But il will not be the last unless the Zuropeans are prepared to
do something about it.For now in the licditerranean we have a won-
derful parmeorship .We have Portugal,we have Spain,we have Greece,
and we have Turkey,the vanguards and the fighters for the "Free
World".And then there is something much more subtle.lt is what is
happening in the rest of Vestern Suro- e.There is infiltration,
infiltration by the large American multinational corporation.Is
there any doubt about the eccnomic nower of the United States in
Josvorn Zurore? And then of course there is political infiltration.
The CIA knows how to extend its tentacles into cvery LSuropean

organization and every Suropean political party.The signs of danger
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are here.The question is whether the Zuropean statesmen will Dbe
7isc enough to read correctly the signs,and act decisively and socn.
tually when the dictatorship was imposed on Greecc,the
Western European countrics,under the leadership of the Nordic
countries,the Scandinavian countries,did undertake a scries of
important political actions.And thesc actions have had an important
consequence.In December 1969 the Council of Europe ousted Greece
from its ranks,as a nation,as a government that had violated the
basic »nrinciples of the IZuropean community.But this did not bother
the United States wvery much.For what the United States is concerned

with nostly is NATU.The fundamental guestien then was this: Will
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the Duropean countries that have decided to oust Grecce from their
political ranks,also decide to oust Greoece from the Atlantic
Alliance?0r,if the United States was not preparcd to accept this,
were they prepared to leave the alliance,as an alliance that has
become by now a military instrument of oppression?Actually,we got
an answer very fast.Within two months from the decision of the
Council of Zurope the matiter came before the House of Commons.And
theMinister of Foreign Affairs said the following in the House of
Commons:Ve condemn the junta because it has violated every principle
of human decency and of the democratic process.And we cannot have
Greece in our political community.But the Greek armed forces are
excellently organised to defend the freedom of the West and the
freedom of Great Britain.And Grecce,thercforc,must remain in NATO.
Since then most of the western .Lurcpean guvernments have increased
their business with the junta,and have supnlied it with guns,tanks,
and submarines,with which more efféctivoly to subjugate the Greek
people.

Ve have talked with many a Juropean government,governments
that belong to the Atlantic Alliance.And we have asked them to take
a clear stand on whether they themselves are vrepared to belong to
a military alliance which is instrumental in subjugating and humi-
liating the Greek peonle and the Greck navion.And the answer was
that we arc with you,we understand you,and we support you,but that
we cannot leave NATO and we cannot ask that Greece lecave NATC,for
its presence is essential for the security of the W.st.

And,in fact,this ought not tc be too surprising.A few weeks
ago an american Senator by the name of Mansfield asked that one-
half of the American trcops that are stationed in Zurope be returnecd
to America.And we would have exnectcd that democratic nrogressive
forces in Zurope would have been delighted to see American troops
return home,whcre they belong.And yet,there were nrogressive demo-
cratic darties in Zurope that insisted that Aucrican tanks and
American troops remain in Zuro e for Zurope's szcurity.And we really
must ask the question:Do these political men and do thesc political

parties expect to build a democratic and socialist Zurope in the
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presence of American tanks and American troops?Have they forgosten
or have they not read about the accomplishments,the achicvements
of the American military forces in Asia,in Latin America,in Grecece
and elsewhere in the world?

I say these things with special cmphasis for thesc days in
your city there is a Congress of Social Democratic parties.and I
think that the people of Helsinki,the pecople of Finland,ought to
ask them whether thesc progressive democratic partics of Western
Jurope arec »repared to have the Greek question on their agenda or
not.We know that America would wish them not to have it on the
agenda.Yet we think,the Greek people think,that it is their duty
to Jdurope and civilisation to have the Greck question,thc Portu-
guese guestion,the Spanish question on their agenda,starting to-
MOTXrTOW.

I shouvld like tc assurc you of one thing.The ureck people,
the Gireek liberation movement,arc committed to a struggle for the
liberation of Grcece.VWe,they in Greece,are prejnared to fight no
matter how high the cost,no matter how long it may take.And our
struggle is not limited to replacing Papadopulos with another agent
of the United States.Our struggle is to free Greece.Our struggle
is against Amcrican imperialism in Greece and in Zuropc.Some of
our good friends in Burope feel that this way of thinking and of
acting may disturb peace and the security of Zurope.But what is
peace and sccurity for the large Luropean countrics is for us
slavery and indignity.We are a peaceful pceople.But if we have to
chose between slavery and a liberation war,we choose the latter.

We know that our struggle will be difficult.VWe arc not roman-—
tics.We cannot even be certain of the outcome.What we know is that
-we will fight.And in this fight for a frce Greece in a frce Europe
we ask for the solidarity of the European pcoples.And it is for
this reason that I wish to thank you for your massive and enthu-
siastic nresence and endorsement of our fight for human dignity

and freedome



