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Contemporary bGreek society 1s preoccupled with an 1ntense awareness o+t
its own weakness. This 1s a phenomenon perpetuated bv the conduct ot
our public services. private enterprise and 1ndividual citizens allkeAV
wherehy sach materiallv conteyibutes te—eMeprotitem—T—aots==-thRah
+acilitatipng enlutions, Evervday life wesie-—gppeer—to veriltgg the
conviction that we live in a world of misfortune. Yet 1t 1s generally
realised that the potential for 1mprovement does ex1st / that there 1s
a great disparity between what is achievable and current socilal
reality. The conflict which this 1mplies 1s at the very heart ot the
problem rri—rFespeet- Oof modernization. iR-ska&dsoclietal norms. practices
and institutional infrastructures do not pbermit us 1ndividually or
collectively to realise our desired goals. Qtpehszﬂg a terdico 0 f,Q\anaQ,
Hode\nigakoh is e politral exprecsion of thie quest
B doeinition mMpdernization has as 1ts central o?Jectlne the—guldance
QF-Qur saciaty - -tansrte a new mode of +unction1nq“&wf3' i turn will
#+e—tacllitate our turther development. It also has the seeosndarv aim
of sesuxRa an increased competence — wrthrespect -to-ati-aimenstons
et the developmernt-proeess — in addressing evolution-related problems.

Modernization is the means D%h?hich we may overgqmgwgnﬁﬁpresent Crisis

= q?aﬂnTﬂNuBi;ﬂBﬂ+flct'Llln LHH:%ﬂELaLHaHO
economic environment. Sucn:i crigké/qs Bicifadca-+y the consequence ot a
political and administrative tem characterised by authoritarianism
and patronage:fan economv/DOminated by oligo Zries whilst the majlority
of the self-employed fum€tion at survival level: and finally a

lamentable lack of pdﬁcatlon on a national scale.

Akdern1zat10n 1s 1nvolved 1n the 1nterreliatead
struggle for democracy and social Justice.Cit regdires the following:

-

— Education. Economic growth and governmeptf 1ntervention alone
are not capable of procuring the rational. values and sense of social
solidarity by which we may express our nreeds.

- The broadening of social ‘gchoices which have become severely
restricted as a result of 1nactioen. This depends upon the existence
of a scale of articulated alterﬁaﬁives.

— The promotion ot stabl brinc1of§s_with which to equip the citizen
in order that he may conpfidently work\a}ongs109 the state machine.
Contemporary politics Operates on the corntrary assumption: +or example
each yvear new tax exemptions and burdens é(e devised 1n a transparent
attempt to decrease’ the public deficit whilS{ simultaneously creating
a favourable impression. The result for the ocvdinary citizen is
contusion and#gﬁcertainty. “\\

y,

= Drientat'én towards the +tuture. Society cannot alter overnight and
lor term,éianning is essential. The ground must be prepared toaay it
we hopefﬁﬁ exercise control over tuture developments. M1 thout long
term p}anning we will continue to slide blindly into the wnknown.



- AN objective and strictly neutrglfoubl1c system. Existing highly
personalised networks based on goﬁnectlons and patronage are anathema
to democratic development and,mhst be eradicated.

- A new attitude to thefﬁ{étrlbution ot the social product and the
reduction ot inequality,” We should cevise criteria according to which
levels of contributionr”ana compensation may be assessed. At present
many such assessmeqpé are made on the basis ot political clout or the
special relationspip which a certain group enjoys in relation to the
government’s 90945. Consequently justice sits with the shrewd and the
powerful and tHe spread ot 1nequality continues unabated.

Tha pointy leeenhoned are noH)‘nnE:! nowy . However nolhin D\m Qﬁ(’h dono up
I+ modernization 1s to be etfective we ought to direct a critical eve R aow
toward those archaisms gpkcﬁ/aetern ne both the pattern of our Cdkﬂ
behaviour and our wgy/6¥ tnink1ng.ijE consider our society to be Y
totally modernised yet our working=practices. li+e-styles, political
1institutions and conceptfat—econemre—Recessre+es are the product of -ﬁ*ﬁepaﬂ
ehR=aeirg—eyeclteofr develtopment—¥et ME behave as if we have reached
the 1nevitable end of an evolutionary chain and. whilst we accept that
everything changes, we continue to think along traditional lines.
Thus the elements by which we trv to capture reality today/remain the
same as those of fifty years ago - we are caught-—sm-a secssedes
dominated by antiquated conceptions ot class. business enterprise,
paid-employment, the family unit, and eonstrtuted political parties.
But it 1s clear that these elements of societal life have a very
changed aspect and function in the modern Greek world/'Ihe concept qf
nationhood, .0+ national sovereignty, and 1ndependence acéfaﬁg%_le°&3§h§f““”?
Qauea=aﬂ:£rw‘8ﬁqy new dimension within a network ot 1ncreasingly nmfa
interrelated European economies. The world has altered bevond
recognition but we have failed to keep pace with that change.

The natural losers in our oresenE”arfénqement are ofignurse those
without a claim upon its patrpedge - society’s oq;eéSts. the elderly,
the underpaid, the unemg}pvéd. the vounag. tngﬂaﬁ§51cally and mentally
handicapped. And ig/}s”the glaring 1nab£12fy of the Wel+are State to
provide a financ;a&“safety net +or tﬁ;xdh08rpr1v1leged when coupled
with a low leyel of agevelopment wg;cﬁ truly distinguishes our society,
rather iggn/any conflict betwsgyf%he state and free market forces.

It is imperative that we come to terms with the tact that we have
reached the end of an era: that the society currently under +ormation

is quite unlike the one 1t 1s succeeding. t gdiffers because it
f encompasses both the present and the future, and it cannot operate on
Mthe basis of former guidelines and values. JL
B S - - -

I'wo developments have prescribed the end o+ the established oraer.

The first in 1989 was the collapse of the Soviet bloc and the end of
the East—-West contlict. The new decade ushered in a new worlid order
just as the two world wars had done before it — an era not exclusively
identi+ied by the eruption o+ nationalism and the creation of a new
alliances but also by intensive economic 1ntegration and the +ormation
ot supranational policies. ~e cedented challenges facing us 1n
this new era are of signiflceaft magnitu®e-and our options are
inextricably bound up wfth the nature o+ thos® challenges.
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tWhol ate Fhe main reswes \nonueo\ n Hhsi duu.a.ud\@ﬂ?:

One could mention a number of major crucial issues, we ought to
consider, in order to establish a potential for a way out:

a) The relations amondg DOlllLLal partles government and public

/—”—} administration:
The polihieX

ong @l Mini ctad ‘ soTt—of—rterventt ottt rt :

}rcqh‘lQ Y 'L‘hﬁﬂ hahly potieraliseo) netwetih Lated on opnectiouy, and pattonage
tum i\ b) T The relationship of political parties with economic authority: W jz ﬁ:
}) O!Jo, \\The possibility of influencing the decisions of government and s |
el administration should be restricted. The relations between [fo deme.|

pg}ccwguf political and economic interests should be deétﬂed—fdellmlted)"ak‘td'
anolpavOuu in a way that would make them transparent and controllable. \mza(men
him w\\\ / »sell Fegiona) ond mazt
jhmﬂdehﬂ ) Decentralization: BYQmeans of decentrallzatlon)practlces, one @r oo -
intends to strengthe ociety. It 1is npot guaxa anteed by the d.(g}¢d
introduction of vernment at (Ehe-6 eond,ﬂevel or even
by the transfer of resources and admlnlstra}&ve units to the
regions alone. It presupposes that all new/administrative
[2? aQ A units oé=—Feecat—andregional_influechce—as—wagll—ag-—goci+al
otax on iastitukioms ought to express a new perception about the role
of the public sector.
They should not—reflecttheecentralized administration which—

pre—existees

LRIDNELA

d) The relation of government and political parties with the mass

media: It—is—necessary—-that—such-—relations—ought—to—be
Giseriminant. Mass medla ought to be independent and

autonomous. Thepode authorlty should not jnterfere w1th and

should not be subjected to the will of t the Same -
ol W\QA“&\ time there should be rules of-g “Ules about

o - advertlsements and promotion aﬂd_the;ewsheﬁ&d-bemmcw
A SQ_\L' MA,“;“" ' inzsmgeway.  Bul tw we case awy 4\P.Q qf ca.v\;o\,.;\“g
e) The framework of policies for development: There is a general
consensus that there shou]d be macroeconomic stablllty,alouﬂh ami
e : competitiveness in an

]
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environment of an open economy
Ath)a*hkAa However, there is a total vagueness about the way human

Fe dihiGub
oV Hhe torio @

Jresources could be enhanced, research could be promoted and
technology could be transferred It is also not clear what
type of relations should

e establ ween .enterprises
Pf”d”& ona. and the state and whatptype— uwa'qéépin Jfﬁxg .47 ok ra*be“RQﬂ‘e
y%ctechlt*" defined-that-would aTlTow Lhé functipning-of-established- ex(sH 3
A\ {p oL ‘h& comparative advantages and the.creation.of new ones.
A eeprgotay > A _ Creale
Lo ’th‘ ) Speecx¥e@l planning: The precise definition of land use in the
fque country 1s of special importance for the protection of the
environment. it—*€~€he—wa¥ ‘constant friction Rce

betweer: 4 ministrgti and the citizens will-—seize—ieome—to
a—hatt). (e + Yo ocolete rales Shoubd end
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ktl'solutlons should-guarantee—development—-and shpuld llow the
amelioration of thejx” capacities and abilities: [% d p QG
guarantee an 1ncreased p0551b111ty for the handllng E‘cﬁm Pw "

problems of the country., r all: of\ us.
respect for all citizens g)mﬁhm;&% e
tr.eatmi_b;L tkg-admxnissga‘téen ~Theyshou p)x\:em

/stead o%ubord/rnatuzﬁ

w,

Solutlony/should make Ahe
responsipilities insiead of an ob]e(t/ for ex&rcising autho

Solgia’ions shoul/d/restore natior 1
the’ country's possibilities, u'rey 1d make the\ count and it

gitizens abké to have a say’ “and parthcipation in“ingeérnationa
developments.
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The second developmen the erosion of the historic contrast between
the state and the mavket:; the private and the oublic sector: and
between private and public initiative. The present social system is
the product ot attempts by means o+ state 1ntervention to strike a
balance between decisions taken on the basis of private maximimization
criteria and social need. The maj)or problem as regarads social
organisation today relates to the power accorded to the economic and
political apparatus. Given that these mechanisms shape the lives of
ordinary people to a large extent by restricting their optionsyf 1t
follows that at present they are a contributing tactor 1n the aeneral
alienation amd—rncrvroestse+sam—which characterise our contemporary

SOClgfté '~ I'he cruciial (\Q@l;e\-sr}nlp%npoﬁbig\‘lf_g@ #E’é 1o§éggmgpaaraanx\5ﬁqt tn% oytcome
o hat -8xtearl

of arrangement ought to be accepted, the
rights ot £he citizen ought to be enlarged. (e Rnue*v(ohth E&&gpr hetn it
| 1) 3

The twentieth century has contirmed the role of thg-welfare state 1n
limiting market malfunction, and that of state .justice 1n easinag and
contining the high—handedness ot bureaucratic and administrative
mechanisms. What has also been confirmed 1s that the weltare state
and the rule of law do not constitute a proposition against capitalist
or bureaucratic development. 1o .substantially diminish or confine
does not necessarily mean that-the causes ot malfunction are removed.
Indeed the complex questiam of how to eliminate public deficits whilst
at the same time ma1ntaiﬁing and even enhancing socilal justice remains
unanswered. To a ceftain extent the twin propositions ot a more
efficient system.and the development ot social solidarity are
contradlctory)f§et we ought to seek a balance within the given

-Framework.._yf‘but how? ' W w;ﬂf we. a&g’g.}g ﬁ\pc{g_ynr{'}?f-‘u
w

!
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We need a vision to inspire our people i+ we are to be successtul 1n
our quest for modernization - a persuasive and rational wision ecapabie

ey ' - =] i GRACERIE T Y OV SN B M IEEBR Which w1l :
generate hope: a vision of a strong Greece - unitea, democratic and AOQQQ&4
just - capable of being a front—-runner 1n Europe. To be a 9
front—-runner in Europe would mean that we will have say- - the
opportunity to influence development; that we w1l£ﬂ n inteagral
part ot Europe and most importantly that we wii}/ﬁe in a pgsition to
reverse the present trend towards our country”s marqginalizathion. we
would then also be in a position to 1n¥}u€ﬁce and direct developments

in the Balkans and the Eastern Medl}effaneanj

Eg_narional'strategy is absolutely vital i+ we are to advance in the&(
Jdirection o+ our goal-aRe—CoNsStract 8 gymamre Country wNICH TS 0DEn—to

the cutside werid--aRd-Gapable -0+—-68+iRN1-AG--a-RewW--Courea.. Fhis

presupposes an overall perception ot the way 1n which we 1ntend to au&J a
expand-the power cg ate—of—the-eountrys; The national strategy i}wng
’ } +n ly to the country’s 1nternat10na1‘r9LEt;ons (Ouﬂiﬂ
Magt also and primarily to 1nternal economic and socilal e _as_a

DaS1S LUDOA-whith - -we—might establigih 2 mavae o) onjsicant TrCErNatromal

rote.

It is only from coherent alternative proposition that a national
strategy will emergesy prerequisite beina the analysis and
elaboration oj ach aspec d every element which determinines the

present sitwdtiond THe.role of public debate, confrontation and the .
eventual synthesis of s Oopposing views 1S Of paramount 1mportance:h!~nwwﬁm

- ever wQula seean that\the progressive.end of the political hhgﬁrvqpu
spec m is 1m great difficulty. The rec1p?§ﬁt~9¢ various special anaga gak
Shaleay

(81
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Cortrautctory demangs It /avol d%’ﬁ_t;}e”ef- rmulation ot ‘;a{&)posals to
conciliate the dittering views O+ all the torces =t represents.
Instead rtﬂyollowt the easy route of declarations of 1ntent.
FPolitical parties are not planning 1nstitutions which ought to prepare
five year plans’. They could and should however have at their
disposal dossiers on every 1mportant 1ssue. Thev should restrict axt
possible alternatives., reconcile differences, detine priorities,
evaluate policies and be readv to implement a consistent policy.
Otherwise when the crucial moment o+ responsibility arrives
embarrassment, perplexity, 1nertia and submission to the established
mechanisms of power will prevail. The need for a policy with a
ten—-vear horizon is greater now that at any other time 1n our past.

Greece should become a member of the Economic and Monetary Union bBort
t will not be easy for us to achieve this goal. It requires that
during the next few years the tax system., the price and 1ncomes
policy, state intervention +or redistribution purposes, trne

drstribotiomrofweattny social compromises in the form of special

privileges and other measures eseR undergo substantial changes.

= oo et iy LSl e SO MEATTS -that--CROLCas
: e ““**;ﬁﬁ?=sactmLn_xaumngm:La;mzm@ewﬁﬁe~Euﬁeaean
oMottty We must aecide what we are trying to strengthen anag
promote. whether it be agriculture, 1ndustry, 1i1nfrastructure, or

services the decision stands to be made.

Ihese sweeping changes cannot come about wilithout the agreement ot the
forces of labour alerg—eerexal—liRes as to who ought to contribute, 1n
what manner, to what degree. and at what stage 1n order that we may
become both a more just and a more competitive society. Such a
convergence presupposes a social dialogue, consecutive approaches by
means of continuous debates, the dratting ot development plans
followed by their constant review ana revision - & : 1 o+
which—wirtl-brine us closer 10 the ecerRamies—oa+wWesternm touropes

Modernization makes necessary the establishment of a strong society as
a bulwark against the mechanisms of the state and the economy. In
order to limit the abuse of oowen/lndependent bodies must be 1n a
position to enlighten public opinion and to mobilise 1t. Society must
also be 1n a position to 1mpose solutions .aRE—+te-6KeaLE—DBIHAGHAGFui+e6
and standards in arder to sacure-a—wrte-sgcral Jdcceptance of-any
approprrate measuresy A strong society will result from
decentralization, the transter and separation of power, plus the
creation of new centres o+t decision—makilng.xeBreseptatrve uvf a
cress—9ectTIOoln Uf socrety. Hhe—seacord—ana—tRira—degree—ot local and
regional administration could contribute to this end. as would the
establishment of auditing and controlling authorities responsible for
public administration and banking. The 1independence ot the media trom
government interference or intervention would also need to be assured.

We need to communicate. Dramatic confrontation, €PRe—atrravirre—et
slogans and misleading political explanations are nourished by

centrb ization and secrecy. Wwe have a talse i1mpression ot our world
and_aniggnorance WHEITIT wlll emiv. diminish i+ we promote communication
on a wide scale. This shoul be the 1mmediate goal o+ any pbroagressive
element within our society. lﬁdmittedly conflict 1s an 1nherent part
ot any multi—-+aceted society and csgmunication 1s not a cure tor all
ills. However, the vital role commuﬁ}qatlon has to play i1nheres 1n
its ability +irstly to expose and wear Bug;the ideological support

§.



mechanisms of the status quo, and thereby ungermine the walls o+f
rejection which are the prerogative ot Tthina new. Communication
then, may facilitate transtormation_&s well sottening contrasté}

[he social state is another area in dire need ot reform. I'he social
state ought not to be a state patron which secures preterment for the
membership ot the party 1in power. Neither;éhould it protect any
existing situation merely on the pbretext of political expediency. 1t
is not an institution tor the distribution of wealth and privilege to
anyone capable of influencing deciston-making. It 1s not a pay—-out
ottice for the support of certa1n’éoc1al groups by way Ot securi1ng
political submission. The Soc}él state ought properly to be a state
which tormulates and imoosesxéollcies on the basis ot equality and
social solidarity. It shouwld not dif+erentiate or discriminate but
rather maintain an objegn{ve stance according to known criteria. The
advancement of educatign, health-care and the improvement of everyday
living conditions sgzﬂld be 1ts main priority.

We must develop a sense o+ social responsibility. Greek society toaday
condones anvone who succeeds contrary to existing legislation by
demonstrating moral indifference and negligence — the man who succeeds

in evading taxes. who builds without permission, who obtains approvals
which ought not to have been 1ssued. who accepts bribes and

1 nducements, and who bribes others 1n order to have his job done.

Our society tolerates all those who neglect their social obligations,
+rom the teacher more interested in his private lessons than the
education of the nation, to the lawyer who multiplies unnecessary
lawsuits in order to 1ncrease his tees; +rom the +armer who sprays
his crops with toxic chemicals the day betore the harvest to the
entrepreneur who utilises degraded materials. Society manitests 1its
tacit approval of such practices by 1ssulna no complaint. It accepts
as a legitimate goal the pursuilt ot personal gain via the utilisation
of every possible means. The lawyer, the doctor, and the teacher can
each be assured that any attempt to curb tQ&eﬁuAmmunlty +rom sanction
will be fiercely resisted by their various svndicates-. But any
citizen worth the name ought to take into account the effects ot his
actions upon society at large. Without individual social awareness we
will never create a responsible societyv.

Wwe need to encourage new standards of political action. The retusal
o+ the current political scene to respond to the expectations of
ordinary people is at the root of i1ncreasing indifference and ftatigue
toward politics and politicians. But this trend wau;d~ée55ﬁ+—fe~be'a
matter of little concern to those on both the Lett and the Right who
continue in the time—-worn +ashion o+ treating politics as a series of

tactical manoeuvres. Their sole aim 1s the exposure o+ the 000051t\%5p61

via smear campaigns and scandal-mongering. Ihus they promote the
intensification of conflict by projecting a picture of generalised
degradation and discord. $lch polrrsicians ely sow the seeds of
their own undoing — but more importan very real harm to the
political process by alienating e whom they profess- to represent]

fPublic opinion wants solutions and real progress. not accusatory

denunciations which only serve to underline the unprotessional
character of public li+te.

s
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Otganue

For politician emselves the meaning o+ 'modernisation’ 1s a point

ot contentlonkzaF? is a term otten used by the Right as a catch phrase

for 1ncreased” management efficiency. ﬁ et modernization 1s not a
technocratic process for the procurement of 1ncreased market

etficiency. From a socialist perspective modernization 1s a social ‘. g
process aimed at reducing alienation, oppression and exploitation ot hﬁ;
through the reintorcement o+ democracy and social justice. ujﬂaujL
Socialist modernization also ditfers +rom the 1solated demands of le+tgk@uL
wing pressure groups and self-interested trade unionism. biven that
society 1is the sum of many constituent parts - where developments 1n

one area necessarilly have a corresoondxng gepactnon other SEeCtors,,

our strategy for modernization should o . It should

not be simply an accidental accumulation o+ disparate policy decisions
based on the influence'of entrenched power groupings and short term
convenience. s isj O

Despite the verbal debate as to the meaning o+ the word each ena o+
the political spectrum seems to avoid the necessi1ty.-of modernization:
each side justifying 1ts stance on the wholly negdative assumption that
modernization is not popular. The conflict hgré is that popularism
rejects critical rationalism. It utilises at convenience wholly
unrelated issues with ditfering historical"origins for the 1ngenious
purpose o+ seltft—-justitication. Thus highly emotive 1ssues — such as
poverty, injustice, immigration, intefhational and domestic
conspiracies, exploitation, the 1neft1a of the work +orce etc. - are
mobilised at will without thought' to the true origins of any agiven
Crisis. The overriding 1nteregt ot populism 1s the degree to which
dissatisfaction maybe stupitied into a total negation - the ability to
rule with the aid ot Feaﬁ/Ahd misi1ntormation. Populism higes real
problems by presenting pealitv 1N a superticial way and thereby
contributes to the disgsdrientation o+ public opinion. It does not
enlighten in order }d‘act, hence its ultimate failure 1s guaranteed.

All those who see the advent o+ modernization with +ear and susp1c1oﬂ./
who agonize over loss of privilege and a weakening of their personal
intluence e»er—tﬁs=§€§%e-~/all those who are 1n tavour Ot SEsgruatrIen
ame maintaining the status gquo - fare in reality pitting themselves
against the innevitable. We cannot att+ord to allow these negative and
rearguard actions to haphazardly determine our future. we must make
way tor modernisation, drive a considered-stratlgy—toruard and piace-
our. . faith in thase-committed Lo--Progkess i+ our battle +or justice.
democracy and equality is to be won and our place 1n Europe assured. /
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