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I shall try to reply to the question of why European coopera-

tion is necessary or not by giving you an account of the points of
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949( Yo to the E.E.C. (In this way a complete picture can be given of the
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tcwo:\' 0%:;1— that has not yet become a member of the Community.)
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view of the Greek political parties on the matter of entry into

points of view prevailing, with regard to the E.E.C., in a country

us to QJuA New Democracy, the party from which the Government is formed and
WA'Eﬁauinw»Which expresses the conservative front, various centre groupings
\‘Q e 19«!00\
.1uo¥Q¢ which follow the liberal political tradition gfuch as the Party of
Qvt waq«w% Democratic Socialism and the Union of the Democratic Centre, and
fu.\';‘&t«,\'((m. ( : ; | )

the Communist Party of Greece interior (K.K.E. int.),/ one of the

two main communist parties. In the last elections these parties

concentrated approximately 65 percent of the vote.

The position of the New Democracy and the centralist groupings
is the following:
For countries of a small geographico-economic size, like Greece,

partnership in a larger economic area is of vital importance. A

direct result of membership in the E.E.C. will be the broadening

of the Greek market. Greek enterprises will be able to dispose of

their products freely in the whole of Western Europe. E.E.C. mem-

bership will also enable Greece to take advantage of the contemporary

and continuously developing technologies of the developed countries

because an increased flow of foreign business capital will be

attracted due to the abundance of cheap labour hands available.

In addition to this, Greece's geographical position offers itself
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to the establishment of businesses by foreign investors, in
cooperation with the Greek capital, for the purpose of penetra-
ting the markets of the Middle East and Africa. Greece will
become industrialized.

The strengthening of the industrial sector will of necessity
contribute to a gradual increase in wages and therefore to a more
just distribution of incomes; the abolition of the various regu-
lations which protect Greek enterprises today will prove conducive
to the modernization of the Greek economy. Greek enterprises
will be forced to proceed to healthy innovations in order to
survive in the international market.

The same is also valid for the public administration. The
compulsory application in our country of the E.E.C. rules and
regulations following our entry will contribute to the moderni-
zation of the public administration and to a restriction of the
bureaucracy.

Another advantage for Greece lies in the aid which she will
draw from the various Community funds. These funds will support
the work of restructuring, reorientation and modernization of her
economy .

Integration in the E.E.C. will also assist in improving the
agricultural economy of Greece. Thanks to the Common Agricultural
Policy and to the aid which whe will draw from the Agricultural
Development Fund, agricultural productivity will be increased,
the unimpeded disposal of Greek agricultural products will be
secured in markets which are closed to her today, and the standard

of living of the farmers will rise.




These arguments, economic in the main, are rounded off with
a series of political contentions.

After integration Greece will participate in the collective
organs of the Community and thus will be able to influence E.E.C.
decision making in both the economic and the political sector.
Although Greece's population is only 3.5 percent of that of the
Community, she will participate as an equal member in the formula-
tion of the common policies of the Western European nations.

This is of particular significance, because in any case Europe

is going to constitute a political as well as an economic union.
With our membership we shall secure our participation in a poli-
tical entity which will have a decisive influence on world affairs
and which will be in a position to stand up to the two super
powers.

Also, the integration of Greece in the E.E.C. will exclude
the imposition of a dictatorship in Greece, like that of 1967,
since it would be inconceivable for an E.E.C. member country to
be governed by a dictatorial regime. The Western European powers
will effectively impede any forces that might wish to impose a
dictatorship in Greece. Europe is so strong that she can secure
Greece from dictatorial regimes even in the case of initiatives
originating from the U.S.A.

Finally, membership in the E.E.C. will provide a safeguard
for Greece's territorial integrity. A war with Turkey or with any
other country which aims at the annexation of Greek territories
or parts of the Aegean Sea will no longer be possible. The

Government considers that the agreement concluded in Brussels on




21 December 1978 for the full membership of Greece brought the
negotiations to an end quite satisfactorily for the Greek side.
The Government believes that the general transition period of
five years from the date of membership until the date of full
application of the Treaty of Rome constitutes a success on the
part of Greece.

(%br both the New Democracy - as its views stand today -
and the Centre parties, the reasons which impose full membership
are in the main political. The parties of the Centre, however,
believe that their views differ appreciably from those of the
New Democracy. They see membership as "a procedure for social
transformation", as a procedure "which will lead to profound
changes in our society and economy'". They believe that problems
will be created by the participation of Greece in the E.E.C., and
they blame the Government of the New Democracy because it does
not take measures to confront these effectively and in good time.
The difficulties which will be created by the inequalities in
the development of the different economies and by the existence
of strong multinational concerns demand, according to the parties
of the Centre, ''systematic reforms in the Greek economy and in
Greek society" (J. Pesmazoglou in the Parliament sitting of
21.9.76).

The reforms that they propose consist in improvements to the
present economic system. The EDIK (Union of Democratic Centre)
asks for an effective legislation for the control of the restric-
tions on competition. It seeks neither nationalizationsnor an

extensive planning of the economy. The EDIK and the New Democracy




accept the same economic and political model of a liberal economy.
Their differences on the question of membership, wherever these
exist, are tactical rather than substantial)

The KKE int. accepts membership, pointing out that, following
the situation created by the Agreement of Association of 1962,
"the struggle against association and full membership is no longer
realistic". A '"reduction in the negative consequences' is neces-
sary, likewise '"more advantageous conditions of entry'. The most
essential condition that must be advanced in the negotiations is
the necessity of '"'safeguarding national control in our economic
development and in our investment priorities and policy'". With
the conditions of entry '"our economic development must be assured
with the simultaneous securing of our national independence";>

The Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PA.S0.K.) is the leading
opposition party and is also the most significant of those parties
and groupings which oppose E.E.C. membership. (?n the last elec-
tions it won approximately 26 percent of the vote. Its arguments,
as they have been elaborated both in Parliament and in a book it
has published ("Greece and the Common Market - the Other Side of
the Coin'", Athens, 1976), are the following. I shall give them
more attention than I gave to the arguments of the supporters of
integration because they are little known here)
feodirg t rasev

~The Greek economy is an economy dependent on the industrialized

capitalist countries, and Greece is a country of the capitalist
periphery. Full membership in the E.E.C. will consolidate the
relationship of dependence existing today. The Greek economy will

switch to accessorial services for the productive activity of the
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developed capitalist centres (tourism, export of raw materials or
semi-manufactured products). Her entire economic and social acti-
vity will be determined by the needs and the course of the Western
European nations. The hope that, due to an increased flow of
foreign capital, Greece will be able to move up the ladder from
her present stage and reach that of an economically self-sufficient
country is unfounded. The industries and enterprises which will
be moved to Greece will be mainly industries belonging to multi-
national concerns. ég%er thaﬁ) the basic decisions on what the
enterprises will do will be taken not with criteria for the devel-
opment of the Greek economy but with criteria that regard the
maximization of profits for the whole multinational block. The
procedure of distribution of the country's resources will thus
tacsu.-Qal'e_cl 9:%
be given-up-to—the foreign decision-making centres. H=trowreasei -

A signi-

w® Qe surplag
ficant part of the social surplus is transported abroad/which Greece
could otherwise use to bring about her self-sufficient development.
In the final analysis, membership in the Common Market will rein-
force the comprador structure of the economy.

Greece must concern herself with her own long-term develop-
ment and the quality of her economic progress. The change in
certain indexes, for example the per capﬁtaincome, can be a func-
tion of unproductive investments in housing or in tourism. The
important question is not, therefore, whether one or the other
economic effect will be improved on membership, but whether a

course will be secured by which development in Greece willlzleus




Of—thre—=ifest. Once within the framework of the E.E.C., national

planning and the self-sufficient development of our country will
very difficult, if not impossible. The satellite status of our
country, which had already advanced a long way as a result of the
policies followed by the post-war Greek governments, will now be
completed in the social, economic, political and cultural sectors.
PA.SO.K. believes that its contentions are proved 6)01:;; by
the example of(?taly and by the way that)the Agreement of Association
of 1962 between Greece and the E.E.C. has functioned up to now.
While the industrial products of the E.E.C. are, in their majority,
imported freely today, the treatment given to the Greek agricul-
tural products is virtually the same as that accorded to the
products of third countries. Goods from other Mediterranean
countries compete with the Greek agricultural products. The
financing has not been provided to the level that had been agreed.
The Government itself in a letter addressed to the E.E.C. member
countries emphasized that the Association had been of benefit only
to the E.E.C. side, pointing out that the balance of trade between
the Community and Greece indicates a deficit amounting to
1,830 million dollars, and it ended = by saying that "Greece
assists the Community rather than being assisted by it'"'. <}n the
state of obscurity which is a dominant feature of cooperation with
the E.E.C., economic and political strength is needed in order for
Greece to be benefited. But Greece has nothing to offer with which
to secure exchanges. In order for her to be granted the credits

she desires, she will be continually forced to make ever-increasing




economic and political concessions.

The E.E.C.'s agricultural polidy aims at strengthening the
agricultural capitalism, the farmers with large acreages who can
turn to large-scale cultivations and can use all the modern tech-
nical means. The productivity of the Greek farmer reaches only;
40 percent of the productivity of the Western European farmer.
The average agricultural lot in Greece is a mere ;5 hectares of
land, while in West Germany, for instance, it is 13@ hectares.
Entry into the E.E.C. will lead to the gradual disappearance of
all the small agricultural enterprises with low productivity.

No measure has been taken to counter the social problem that
will be created.

For the workers, entry will mean in the first place the poli-
tical compression of wages in order to secure the low pay levels
which will permit the establishment of foreign enterprises in
Greece. This will lead to increased emigration. At a second
stage the structural unemployment will be increased since busi-
nesses will close down, will move, will be modernized, until
Greece conforms to the broader area of Western Europe. In this
sector likewise no measure has been taken to face the social
problems that will arise.

The point of view that integration can prevent a new dicta-
torship would perhaps be justified if the dictatorship of 1967
had been the work of a paranoic group of officers. But according
to PA.SO.K. it was the work of the military circles of the U.S.A.
which seek the solution of the Cyprus question within the context

of NATO and the securing of support posts in the Eastern Mediterranean




for the control of the Middle East.

The foreign policy of the Western European nations follows
the foreign policy of the U.S.A. The conflicts, discords, fric-
tions which appear from time to time between the United States
and the Western Europeans are disagreements between partners
which are always resolved in a friendly manner for the sake of
their common interests. The E.E.C. is the economic side of NATO.
After the entry of Greece into the Common Market the countries
of the E.E.C. will seek to impose on Greece their common foreign
policy; for example, they will advocate concessions to Turkey in
the Aegean Sea. Greece then, due to her increased economic
dependence, will have an even narrower margin of resistance to
such pressures than she has today. €§nd if in fact Greece con-
ceds to all the demands that will be successively made on her,
then naturally there is no reason for the imposition of a dic-
tatorship. But if the Greek governments are not in a position
6r do not wish to impose on the country the policy that is asked

of them, then it is most likely that the solution to these prob-
y non- democrabc Mmeany

lems will be sought once again throush—e—dieteatorship. In the

past the E.E.C. has never accompanied its words concerning the
safeguarding of democracy with effective acts. On the matter
of Greece's dispute with Turkey, the E.E.C. foreign policy to
date, according to PA.SO.K., does not allow for any hope that
the Western European nations will intervene decisively on the
side of Greece. The E.E.C. maintains that it gives just treat-
ment to both countries. (gut if it judges by the same standards

the demands of Turkey for expansion in the Aegean Sea and in
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Cyprus, which are well outside what rightfully belongs to her on
the basis of international conventions, and the positions of Greece
and of Cyprus, then the E.E.C. essentially supports Turkex) Hi:“.(
all cases where the interests of Greece or Cyprus have been

found to conflict with the interests of Turkey, the E.E.C. member
countries have clearly supported the Turkish position. TFor example,
they have argued for the lifting of the embargo on the sending of
American arms to Turkey, and they have taken every action to

avoid the Council of Europe discussing and condemning outright

the brutalities of the Turkish occupation army in Cyprus.

PA.SO.K. also considers the hopes that the E.E.C. of today
will assume another form to be quite unwarranted. It does not
believe European unification to be possible under today's eco-
nomic and political conditions. The large monopolistic and
oligopolistic enterprises, the multinational concerns have
gained control of the European economy, thanks to the Common
Market. Therefore they have no reason to assist in the creation
of a strong political centre which could dispute their authority.

(E;ey also do not have any reason to strengthen the position
of peripheral countries such as Greece. The view that Greece
will be able to influence developments in Europe in equal measure
with the other countries is not sound. The argument that Greece
will have a vote equal to that of the other countries is a
legalistic one. The course of our country will be determined in
effect by the decisions of the metropolitan centres of the West.
But in formal terms, too, it is possible that the position of the

country to be weakened. The Tindemans report and the various
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connected proposals aim at reinforcing the position of the deve-
loped countries within a broad context, and at consolidating the
satellite role of the European periphery. It is very possible
that Greece will ascertain, after her entry, that within the new
institutional framework of the E.E.C. she will be formally obliged
to bow to decisions taken by others on her accounﬁ)
éccording to PA.SC.K. Greece does not need to be totally
bound to the international capitalistic system for the laws of
the market to apply to her in an increasingly merciless fashion.
For this reason it refutes full membership as it does membership
on conditions:) PA.SO.K. believes that Greece should readjust her
relations with Western Europe and pursue a closer cooperation with
the Balkan and Mediterranean countries with the purpose of achie-
ving a foreign economic policy which will not be lop-sidedly orien-
tated towards the U.S.A. and to Western Europe. PA.S0.K. denies
neither cooperation with Europe nor the idea of a Europe of the
peoples. But it believes that the E.E.C. of today cannot lead to
a Europe of the Peoples, nor give Greece economic self-sufficiency.
In the place of full membership, PA.SO.K. proposes a special
agreement with the E.E.C. which will permit the free access of
our products to the.Common Market but will foresee increased pyo—(%Q<§QUQQOV—
: (u."u:n ot &ah 0%
tection for the perishable Greek products. vﬁde(Q\sQ “ :
PA.SO.K. also considers unfavourable the manner in which tﬂg\
Government has negotiated Greece's entry. (gt believes that the
_excessive optimism of the Government and its almost unlimited con-
fidence in the declarations of the various Western European officials

inevitably led it to negotiations that took and will take such a form
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that Greece will be burdened with all the political and economic
regulations the Community may wish to apply:) The agreement con-
cluded in Brussels confirms that the Government has been inte-
rested mainly in reducing the political repercussions of its
tactics inside the country rather than in confronting the sub-
stance of Greece's problems. The Government has accepted, for
example, that the number of products on which import restrictions
will be possible during the transition period be cut down to
fourteen whereas it had originally proposed fifty; it has
accepted the lack of clarity in the arrangements for the Greek
cotton; it has not foreseen any settlement regarding the extent
to which Greek land may be sold, nor on the question of the
immigration of Turkish workers to Greece.

From July 1975, when the Government applied for full membership,
it was clear that the New Democracy would pursue entry by all
means, independently of political and economic conditions. It
was also clear that the member countries of the E.E.C. were not
judging Greece's application by strictly economic criteria but
under the prism of the Mediterranean and European policy which
imposes the incorporation of the NATO allies into a common econo-
mic coalition. Membership under these conditions seemed certain.
What was uncertain was the time and manner of its achievement.

The negotiations were simply an inventory and settlement of

mat ters within the framework that the Community had determined

and were not a confrontation of viewpoints with uncertain outcome.
Ghe Communist Party of Greece (KKE) maintains, like PA.S0.K.,

that the course to the E.E.C. is a course leading to an intensifying
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of the imperialist dependence of our country. But it emphasizes

in particular that Greece should develop trade relations and
general economic cooperation with the countries of COMECON. Only
by participating in the division of responsibilities between the
countries of COMECON will Greece be able to proceed to the creation
of a strong industry. (The views of the KKE are also included in

a book published by the Centre of Marxist Research in Athens,

"The Common Market and Greece', Athens, 1976.))

The differences between the Greek political parties are not
accidental. @e New Democracy and the parties of the Centre, which
accept the politico-economic system of Greece today, are bourgeois
parties. PA.SO0.K. and the KKE on the other hand insist on the
need for a socialist change in Greece which each one, of course,
conceives differently. )For the bourgeois parties, integration
in the E.E.C. is the logical outcome of the economic policy that
has been followed since the end of the Second World War, an eco-
nomic policy based on the principles of a capitalist economy and
of a close political and economic association with the developed
capitalist countries. Full membership constitutes the consummation
of this policy because it unifies the Greek and the Western European
market, thus binding the economic and political mechanisms that
direct the social and economic development of Greece even more
closely to the economic and political system of the developed
capitalist centres.

For this reason, according to the socialist parties, entry
into the E.E.C. means a step that will definitively consolidate

the present politico-economic system in Greece and will exclude
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any evolution towards a socialist society. Full membership mainly

serves the interests of that class of the bourgeoisie which works
for the account of American and Western European concerns and for
the centres of power in the foreign countries.

The strongest pressure group in Greek political life, the
compradors, seek by the entry to prevent deeper changes and to
put the current situation on a renewed and more solid basis.
Denial of membership is, therefore, a basic stand for every poli-
tical formation accepting that the economic problems of Greece
must be confronted on economic principles other than those of
capitalism.

As it appears from the above analysis, the discussion on
whether Greece's entry is expedient or not revolves principally
around the questions of what form the Greek foreign policy must
take and what form of organization is necessary for the Greek
economy. The particular problems arising from entry in the
Common Market have not occupied the public at large which, for
this reason, is very little informed on the changes that will
occur. In a large part of the population the impression pre-
vails that, since Greece is going to become a member of a club
of rich countries, she is automatically going to become rich
herself.

The Government has so far preferred to avoid extensive dis-
cussion of the subject. On the television and radio the only
voice that is heard is that of the supporters of membership.

In this manner the Government hopes to avoid internal reactions

that would perhaps lead to a delay in the final entry. PA.SO.K.
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has declared that full membership can be entered into only after
the Greek people have been fully informed and then a referendum.
If this does not happen, it will carry out a referendum itself
if it comes to power, even if the integration has already been
completed.

To this demand the Government has replied that the referen-
dum on whether our entry should go forward or not is superfluous,
since full membership has been adopted as a policy by political
parties representing the majority of the Greek people. The
outcome of the Governmment's stand on this is that for the
majority of the people the question of whether full membership
is expedient or not seems surpassed. The entry is considered
an accomplished fact.

The procedure followed so far by the Government presents
serious problems. The E.E.C., whichever view one supports on
the expediency of integration, is not the Promised Land. The
original enthusiasm for entry will be followed by disillusionment
and agitation when the first problems become apparent - problems
that have been concealed by the procedure adopted by the bourgeois
parties in preparing and devising Greece's entry. And even if it
seems today that the question of full membership has been virtually
closed from the Greek side, it can be re-opened at that time in
an exceptionally unpleasant way for all concerned.

After this account of the views of the Greek political parties,
I should like briefly to specify my position on the question of
European cooperation.

The European Economic Community does in fact correspond to
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the need for closer economic, social and political cooperation
between the peoples of Europe. But the member countries of the
E.E.C. account for only a part of Europe and not its whole.
The E.E.C. is the mechanism by which the present politico-
economic sysﬁem is consolidated in the Western European societies
- Atlantic monopolistic capitalism. The enlargement of the E.E.C.
is a way to extend their sovereignty and for the developed
industrial capitalist countries to control the peripheral
countries more effectively. European unification is, for the
comprador oligarchies in the countries of the Mediterranean, a
means by which they can protect their authority against the
pressure of the social classes which seek the transformation
of the social system. European unification is not possible
through the E.E.C. as it is today. To identify the E.E.C. with
Europe is a mistake and leads to misconceptions and acceptance
of the ideological‘confus;on which those who imagine Europe as
an instrument of their speculative interests have deliberately
cultivated and continue to cultivate today.

A European policy must be based on the following principles:

a. FEurope is a unit. It is made up not only of the countries
of the Common Market but also of those which are not members of
the E.E.C. (for instance, Austria and Sweden) as well as of the
countries of Eastern Europe. Every European policy must regard
Europe as a whole and must not lead to its division.

b. Close cooperation between the countries of Europe is
imposed by their common cultural past and their common economic

and social interests.
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c. A Furopean policy cannot have as its goal the creation of
a new superpower. Its goal must be a general transformation that
will lead to the creation of a Federal Socialist Europe.

d. For the attainment of this goal, a European collective
system of security must be created as a first stage which will
permit progressive, balanced and controlled disarmament. At a
second stage, the disengagement from all military pacts, so that
Europe may become independent from the superpowers and make its
own foreign policy. At a third stage, a system of political
cooperation and exchange must be created on the basis of
institutions common to all.

Only if we follow these principles will it be possible to
achieve lasting peace and permanent cooperation between the

European people and to build a People's Europe.
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% a. Europe is a unit. It is (not made up‘only of the countries
of the Common Market but also of those which are not members of the
EEC (for instance, Austria and Sweden) as well as of the countries of
eastern Europe. Every European policy must regard Europe as a whole
and must not lead to its division.

b. Close cooperation between the countries of Europe is imposed

Hhein Hetin
by the common cultural past and the common economic and social interests.

c. A European policy cannot have as its goal the creation of a
new superpower. Its goal must be a general transformation which will

lead to the creation of a Federal Socialist Europe.

d. For the attainment of this goal, a European collective system
of security must be created as a first stage which will permit pro-
gressive, balanced and controlled disarmament. In a second stage,
the disengagement from all military pacts, so that Europe becomes
independent from the superpowers and makes its own foreign policy.

In a third gtage, a system’of political cooperation and exchange

|
must be created on the basis of institutions common to all. |
i

The position of PASOK on the question of the Common Market is
the following: The Agreement of Association,which expires in 1984,
does not foresee Greece's full membership. The decision for our
entry is a new and independent decision to which the Government of
the New Democracy Party proceeded without due consideration:géithout
keeping the Greek people informed,, and—without—making-recourse—Lio-
its—vepdicty In the opinion of PASOK, the entry into the EEC will

consolidate the peripheral, satellite role of the country; it will

make national economic and social planning for the development of
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