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(Non official ranslation)

H.E. Mr Constantinos Simitis | . ' ‘ = ! | : :
Prime Minister of the Hellenic Repubhc o ‘ B i
Athens , .

| Madrid, lsﬁcﬁfuaryzot):; N

The Presidency’s decision to convene an extraordmary mf"ormal European Councﬂ on:' ; Bk
the Iraq problem is, I believe, very tnnely Following the Security Council meeting of b tr
yesterday (Friday), we in Europe now have some further elements to aid us in our |
assessment of the situation in Iraq. Europe ‘can contribute a great deal to international
peace and security and also lo effectlve pressure on Iraq to comp]y with the Umtcd
Nations resolutions. y ‘ :

I write to set out some ideas which I hope may prove useful for our mtense work in P
Brussels on Monday: : b , . A kol

In my opinion, the best: pnnc1p1c for our meetmg is to take as our starting: pomt thc_: i Y
common position arrived at by consensus in'the General Affairs and Extemal Relations Lo g
Council of 27 January. Naturally, we have to take into account the two reports delivered B

by the UN chief inspectors. It is also lmportant that we do not forget any cornmxtmcnts - gt
reached by the Atlantic Alliance. s - e : SRR ]

On Monday 17 in Brussels we should keép'to' the agreement reached on 27 January. I. '
believe our discussions should: focus on the strict application, within a short time frame, |
of Resolution 1441. In drawing together the different interests, mcﬂ
could become a partlcula.rly useful occasion for our Comrnon Forelgn and Secunly
Policy.

~ Lastly, allow me to draw attention agam to somethlng we all c0n51der tO be thhly‘ ‘|
justified: the great interest expresscd by the 13 Enlargement countries in paltlmpahng in |
the European Council or at least in the dinner afterwards. The opinions of the European
Council will commit them in the near future and indeed already affect them as'they do
everyone else. The additional efforts made by the Prc51dency to- we[come them at some
stage during the day would be greatly apprecmted

Thank you as always for your dedlcatlon, - ¢ | !

Best wishes




