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ΘΕΜΑ: Κοινοτικό«: Τύπος: Άοθοο του Έλληνα ΑΝΥΠΕΞ στην European Voice,

Σας αποστέλλουμε συνημμένα άρθρο του Έλληνα ΑΝΥΠΕΞ Τάσου Γιαννίτση ,που 
δημοσιεύεται μετά από ενέργειες του Γραφείου μας, στην τελευταία έκδοση της European 
Voice. Στο άρθρο με τίτλο "Σπυατοδοτώνταο τπν Ευρώπη που όλοι θέλουυε" , ο Έλληνας 
ΑΝΥΠΕΞ αναφέρεται στην ταυτότητα και στο μέλλον της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης 
επιση ραίνοντας, ανάμεσα σε άλλα, ότι " η Ευρωπαϊκή Ένωση είναι ’’ένας χώρος που 
χαρακτηρίζεται από την υπερίσχυση ενός πλέγματος αξιών όπως η Δημοκρατία, τα 
ανθρώπινα δικαιώματα, η κοινωνική συνοχή και αλληλεγγύη, η ανοχή της διαφορετικότητας 
και η απόρριψη οποιοσδήποτε μορφής αυταρχισμού" και οποιαδήποτε μεταβολή στις δομές 
και στις λειτουργίες της δεν μπορεί παρά να αποσκοπεί στην "διατήρηση και στην ενίσχυση 
αυτών των αξιών".
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Signposting ‘the Europe we all want'
Greece’s Alternate Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Tassos Glannitsis
discusses Itie future of (he Union

“WHERE is Europe beading?" After the 
decisions on enlargement (he question is 
often raised, This question often becomes 
“Where are Europe's borders?’1 Both 
questions are wrong.

They are wrong because, before w t 
even attempt to answer them, we should 
address another, morE fundamental 
question, namely “What kind of Europe 
do we-want?"

Without a  dear-cut answer to this, we 
are not in a  position In determine where 
Europe ends. And this is a political 
question, not just one of geography.

If the kind of Europe we want Is a 
Europe of free trade, open markets, and 
free movement of capital and people, 
there is no reason why the European 
Union could no! expand anywhere in the 
worid. This could eventually lead to the 
creation of a large and Inoongrueotarea, 
dominated by eoonomic relationships.

If we see the European Union as an 
entity that is gradually to take over 
paGticalfunctions, such as security,home 
affairs, and foreign policy, there is 
again no reason why this Union should 
necessarily be identified with the 
geographical boundaries ofEurope.

In reality, however, the European 
Union is a much more complex entity.

It is essentially an area defined by ths 
prevalence of a certain nexus o f values, 
such as democracy, human rights, social 
cohesion and solidarity, tolerance of 
difference, tireednra of though!, rejection 
of any kind of amhorilarianisru.

The inationnation of the European 
Economic Community into tire Eu
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Getting bigger all the tim/u Europe is united try a apt of vnljes, siys Giannitsis (inset)
way this structure will evolve in the future 
represent the will of Lhe majority of the 
political powers in Eurtipe -  albeit not ail 
of them -  to preserve and strengthen 
those very values.
\  This implies not letting riraims lances 
weaken this structure, dissolve the 
underlying links, and lead each member 
to follow its own path, because in such 
a case, the common ground of shared 
values would shrink.

With enlargement, the European 
Union is entering unchartered, complex 
territory.

We will go through it tong period 
of alvwrblng the consequences of

we need in our course to becoming 25 or 
more members,

This Is especially so, since there are 
widespread doubts about the EU in some 
o f the candidate countries, even before 
their accession Is complete-

In a worid where, despite the end of 
the Cold War, conflicts and violence are 
proliferating and large groups of people 
or whole countries get 'left behind1, 
Europe must stand firm against any kind 
of terrorism, resist the opposition to 
globalisation, prevent die transformation 
oi present discords into real cultural 
conflicts, hut nJtrn address die problems 
underlying these ten

The credibility,stability and, tddmately, 
the success Of the EU depend on the 
effectiveness of our model of a 
democratic, social, and growth-oriented 
Europe. But they also depend on the 
extent to which this model continues to 
appeal to our own citizens, as well as to 
those in countries that use as a measure 
of success Llicir convergence with the EU 
standards of living.

It will take vision, realism, and a strong 
will lo ensure that the enlarged Union 
retains and enhances its political 
legitimacy, Its social cohesion, its 
attractiveness both inwardly and 
outwardly, its ability to act effectively, its 
very identity.

The ultimate challenge is to preserve, 
through the necessary changes, the 
funda me nial values upon which the 
Union was , founded -  democratic 
governance, respect o f human rights, 
cohesion, and solidarity.

The m ore we s trmgthen these values, 
the more we strengthen' the European 
Union and the more we prevail 
internationally against the oppression, 
exploitation, and social deprivation which 
eds t in several parts of the globe.

Nowadays the challenge to us is to 
succeed with the enlargement within the 
next decade and tills does not identify 
with the preceding negotiations and 
decisions.

This succejs will enhance the 
‘European model of development’, the 
Yihics it expresses and the power li exerts 
in and out of the continent

The values we wish Europe to express 
set the Foundation of '‘lire kind of 
Europe we want1’ and also signpost 
“where Europe ends1'.
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