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H EMIZTOAH TQN OKTQ - KPIZH ZTOYX KOAMNOYZ THX EE - AHAQZH
EAAHNA TTIPQOYTIOYPIOY k. KQXTA ZHMITH

H kpion pe 10 IpdK, N EMOTOA TWV OKTIW EVPWTOIWV NYET bv KAl Ol AVTIOPACEIS TIOU
TPOKAAETE 0TOUC KOATIOUC TNG EE €ival 1o Bépa mou Kuplapxn< € toco ata xBeaivoBpadiva
deATio €10N0ewWV 0600 KOl OTO ONUEPIVE TPWTOCEAIDD TWV TEPIOCOTEPWY PPETAVIKWV

EQnUeEPiIdwV.

Emionuaivoupe 0TI n €MIOTOAR TOU LTIEYPAPOV 01 OKTW EVPWTIAL N NYETEG KOl Ol OVTIOPATELC
TOL TPOKAAEoE NTOV TPWTN €idnon ota xbecivofpadivd TnAe IMmKA deATia €16noewv. O
OUVOAIKOC TOVOG NTav OTI UTIAPXEL ATUMOCQOIPO Kpiong oTol ¢ KOATMoug tn¢ EE. Auto
TOVIOTNKE TOOO OTO OEATIO TWV E€10N0EWV 000 Kal 0TI avoADai IC TWV TOAITIKOV AVOAUTOV
TOU PETEIXOV OTIC TNAEOTTIKEG GLULNTNOEIC.

AVOQEPOUPE XOPAKTNPIOTIKA OTI amo XBe¢ 1o Ppadu n umnpecia Teletext Tou BBC
AVOQEPETAL OTN YVWOoTh dNAWan Tou EAANVa pwbumoupyol K. Kwota Znuitn pe 1o €E€NC
eVOEIKTIKO TiTA0: « EU Chief raps ‘gang’ of eight on Irag» (C emike@aAng tn¢ EE BaAAel
KOTA NG ‘ouppopiag’ Twv OKTW 0To B€pa tou Ipdk». Kal onueld vet: «H cuppopia Twv oKTw
EVPWTAIWY NYETWV UTEDTN €miBeon omo Tov Mpdedpo NG EE, 810T1 €€édwaav “dlaknpuén’
oto B¢éua Tou IpdK (N yvwoth €MOTOAR Twv OKIw otou¢ TIMES). O nyétn¢ tng EE kot
EANVO¢ mpwbumoupyd¢ dNAWCE OTI N Kivnon auth €ival o€ Ta@A avTIAIACTOAR HE TNV
npoondbela ¢ EE yia pia ko) 6€on 010 0€pa auto. H emioto v (N yvwoTh €MICTOAN Twv
OKTW) TpoEIdoTolel 0Tl €dv Ta Hvwuéva 'EOBvn amotdxouv va & tdoouv oto Béua autd, Ba
Buataoouy TV aglomotia Touc». H OXETIKA €idnan MOpaBETEI TO OVOUOTA TWV OKTW NYETWV
ToU LTEYpaYav TNV EMICTOAN.

Emionuaivoupe akopn 0T Ta OXETIKA XOeatvoPBpadivd TNAEOTT KA €10NCEOYPAPIKA JEATIO
€Kavav AOYO yla «Kpion otoug KOATouG tng EE», 0TI «&€omaage dlapayxn dnuociox». Ano tnv
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pio TAEUPA UTIAPXEL N «CUUHOPIa»  TWV OKTW ME EMIKEPAANC TT M.Bpetavia, tnv ITaAia Kal
TNV lomavia, Kot and v GAAN n «ouppopia NG FoAAiag K:a tng Meppaviag» mou v
aKoAovBoUV Kal GAA PIKpOTEPa KPATN TNG EE. Znuetwvetal 0T Ly EMOTOAN TNV uTéypayav
5 pévo péAn tn¢ EE, eva To umoAoima 10 o1 anAwg dev EKANON< av va TNV LToypAaYouv aAAd
dEV EVvNUEP®ONKAVY KAV EK TWV TIPOTEPWV.

AVOQEPOVUE XOPAKTNPIOTIKA OTI 0TO KEVIPIKO deATIo €1droew v Tou BBCL (Ten on BBC)
avo@épbnke Ot Tov MaAloyepuavikd d&ova otn Olapdyn autr Tou €xel EEOTACEL TOV
umoaTnpiel PETAEL GAAwvY, N EANGdQ Kal To BéAylo. Mpootifitol emiong 6T 0x1 povo dev
umapxel kowvy 6€an tn¢ EE 0to B€ua autd, oAAG avTIBETWE yia T pwTn opd @AvnKav ol ToAD
«TIKPEC» dIAPOPEG OV XWpPidouv Ta d00 OTPATOMESN, WATH VA Wi AUE IO TANPN IMAWUOTIKN
Kpion Kal 101aitepa MIKPEG dla@opeC WeTagd Twv 6V0 ouddwv Emionuaivoupe akoupn otTl
avTioTolxo TOVo €dW0E OTO OXETIKO TOU TNAEOTTIKO E£13NCEOYPN PIKO OEATIO E10CEWV Kal TO
BBC2 Newsnight, mou 10 €ixe w¢ mpwto BEpa. Kal ato deATIO 1ILTO ava@EPONKE OTI IAAPE
TAE0V Y10 OIMAWUATIKN Kpion, Babiég diagopéc avaueoa ota PéA | tng EE .MiAnoe emiong yia
eMBupia TWV ayyAOOUEPIKOVOVY VO amopovwaoouy tn MaAAia €li 1kotepa, toco otnv EE 600
Kal 010 ZupBolAlo Ac@aAeiac.

AvAAoyo¢ €ival 0 TOVOC TIOU EMIKPATEL Kal 0TO anuepIvd Bpetal 1K TUTO, 0TO TPWTOTEAISH
TOU OTOIOL TTPORAAAETOL N dlAPAXN TIOU E€XEl EEGTIACEI TTOUVE KOAO ou¢ TN EE.

H INDEPENDENT o€ €KTEVEC TIPWTOCEAIOO dNUOCIELUO  AVOQEPETAL OTN «OIACTIOCN» TNC
EE e&outiag TNC €MIOTOANC TWV OKTWV NyETwv. Avagépetal emi(ng otn dNAwaon Tou EAAnva
npwbunoupyol K. Kwota Znuitn , 0 omoiog EMECAMAVE OTI « N EMOTOAN 6V GUPBAAEL OTNV
KOIVI] OVTIMETWTION TOU BEPATOC». ZNUEIOVETAL EMIONC OTI IAANVEC a&lwuatovxol ATOV
e€ayplwpévol, ot omoiotl TOvIav 0TI 0 EAANVOC TPWBUTIOLPYOE €l j€ TUINTACEIC TIC TEAELTAIEC
nuépec pe Tov Bpetavd mpwbumoupyd Tovn MmAalp Kal tov lonavoe mpwbumoupyd Xoaoe
Mapia ABvap, aAAd KOVEIC dEV TOV EVNUEPWOE.

II TIMES o€ mpwToo€AI60 dnuocisupa avagépovtal eniong oT |v Kpion mou &Eomaoe atnv
EE, 310T1 01 NY£TEC TWV UTIOAOITIWY OEKO XWPWV TIOU OEV £XOUV UTIOYPAYEL TNV EMIOTOAN OV
gixav evnuepwOei. Avagépetal emiong Kal otnv avtidpaon ¢ JIANGdaC wg Mpoegdpebiovoacg
Xwpag NG EE. Ze €0wTepIKO PEMOPTAL YiVETOL GUYKEKPIUEVN ava@opd otn dNAwan Tou
EANVO TPWOLTIOUPYO K.ZNMITN, cUPPWVA PE TNV OTOIa N EMIOTE A} TWV OKTW OV GUUPBAAAEL
OTNV OVTIMETATION TOU BEPOTOC.

H FINANCIAL TIMES o0g Oxetuko odnuocicupa xapoktnpidouv Tnv dNAwon Znuitn
«OKANP»

H GUARDIAN o€ mpwTogéAIdN OVTATIOKPION TIOU OULVEXieTal Kal otn Oe0TEPN OEAIda e
TiTAO « H ‘ouppopia twv oktwv'mpokaAei didonaon tn¢ EE av agépel 6t1 o Tovu MmAaip
X0e¢ mpokaAeae oofapr dlapdxn oToug KOATIOUG TNE EE. Fivetal 1miong avagopd atn dRAwan
TOUL EAANVO TPWBUTIOUPYOV, HE TNV OTIOIO OOKEITAL KPITIK TNV TPWTOROVAIN TWV OKTW.

ZNUEIWVOUUE OTI B akoAouBr o€l Kal €0TEPO AVAAVTIKOTEPO TNA :;QVTIYPA@NUa.

MAMAAAKHZ



ti

N

THE TIMES FRIDAY JANUARY 31 2003

Dontgo it
alone Amtirica,
I urges Blair

e Prime Minister confidant that
new UN resolution can t e secured

From Philip Webster,
Political Editor,
In Madrid

TONY BLAIR will today urge
President Bush to stick to the
United Nations route to dis-
arm President Saddam Hus-
sein and to avoid the tempta-
tion to go it alone.

He will tell Mr Bush at their
Camp David summit that he
believes a second United Na-
tions resolution can be se-
cured, based on lIraq’s failure
to co-operate fully with the
weapons inspectors,

The Prime Minister flew to
Washington last night confi-
dent that world opinion could
be rallied behind a second reso-
lution, despite growing misgiv-
ings over the weapons inspec-
tors’ inability to find evidence
that will incriminate the Iraqi
leader.

But as Mr Blair was speak-
ing to journalists on his plane,
Europe was engulfed in recrim-
inations over yesterday’ arti-
cle in The Times by the Prime
Minister and seven other Euro-
pean leaders implicitly attack-
ing France and Germany’s op-
position to US policy on Iraq.

It emerged that neither Pres-
ident Chirac of France nor Ger-
hard Schroder of Germany
had been asked to sign the arti-
cle Its publication caused an-
ger and dismay in Paris and
Berlin. The Dutch Prime Min-
ister refused to sign it lest he
widen Europie’s divisions.

Greece, the current holder

of'the European Union presi- m

dency, criticised The Times's ar-
ticle, describing it as a right-
wing.move to block EU efforts
to forge a common position on
Irag. Last night, in an apparent

attempt to ward off war, Iraq
invited UN  disarmament
chiefs to return to Baghdad For
fresh talks on co-operation.

But in Washington Mr Bush
made his impatience plain. He
said that the diplomatic proc-
ess could not be open-ended
and that the issue of disarm-
ament would have to be re-
solved in “weeks, not months”.

Mr Blair, in a key test of his
influence with the President,
will use their fewhours togeth-
er today to urge him to stay
with the United Nations, argu-
ing that Resolution 1441 will
open the way to a second reso-
lution backing force.

Speaking before a stopover
in Madrid for talks with José
Maria Aznar, the Spanish
Prime Minister, he appeared
to concede that the inspectors
might not find damning evi-
dence of the Iragi leader’s
chemical and biological weap-
ons because of his "active poli-
cy of concealment”. But Mr
Blair said that Iraq’s failure to
comply with demands for co-
operation with the inspectors
would be enough.

Later, at a press conference
with Senor Aznar, he pushed
the message that force might
be necessary to disarm Iraq —
butwith UN backing. He said:
“The point 1am making is that
if the process of disarmament
cannot happen through the
UN inspectors then it should
happen with the fall authority
and consent of the UN

. through force. That is the only

alternatilis to a failed inspec-
tions route.” "
He emphasised that UN
Resolution 1441 demanded full
.co-operation from lIrag. He
«added; "Obedience tothatreso-

tition or the lack of it wili de-
armine any military action
md the timing of it”

Mr Blair and Mr Bush will

iadde today how long they
idnk the inspectors should be
jiven to conclude that Iraq is
lot co-operatmg.Hans Blix,
:he chief UN weapons inspec-
lor, will report to the UN on
labruary 14.

Mr Blair has been urged by
1democrat leaders to persuade
11r Bush to show restraint

Asked if that was the inten-
tion of his talks, he said: “It is
r ota question of leverage or of
£ashing the Americans to do
s ;mething they do not want to
¢ j, We have an agreed strate-
gion this which is a strategy
¢ :getting aresolution through
tie UN laying down a dear
¢ unmitmentthat if he breach-
e itwe have a further discus-
siin and a new resolution is-
5i ss. | believe that the intema-
timal community will follow
tl rough what was agreed in
re solution 144L

'We antidpated that if there
W ja a breach we would come
bs ::kand have afurther discus-
sii tL The implication was that
if Saddam Hussein was in
bt rich, we act And in the end
thif. is where the international
co nmunity should be."

%A Blair said he was not set-
trri an arbitrary time limit
bu hinted that he did not
tfai.rk it should take too much
lor ger. He restated Britain's
vie v that Iraq was already in
bre ueb but said that this was a
Juc ;>ment for the UN.

World's future, page 16

M adela outburst, page 17
European rift, page 18

A David Brooks, page 24
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Leaders’, ! ip siinnnrt of war exooses
Increasingly de(eip continental rift

lrag split redraws the
map of Europe

TONY BLAIR headed for a

By Stephen Ctstle.

there were divergences be-

council of war with George ANDREW GRIC ; tween Europe and America on
Bush yesterday with the back- AND ANDY IMCf MITH such issues as climate change
ing of seven European coun- in Madrid and trade. But he stressed that

tries but with EIl policy
towards lIraq disintegrating
into bitterness and division.
The Prime Minister is con-
fident that President Bush will
agree to delay a war against
Irag for more than a month
during their crucial talks over
the timescale for military action
at the President's Camp David
retreat today. But Mr Blair’s
preparationswere marred bya
rift over an Angio-Spanish dec-
laration of support for the US
over Trag, endorsed by three

that willjoin the EU next year,

Costas Simit s, the Prime
Minister of Greei e, whichholds
the EU’s rotsti) g presidency
but was left ou : of the loop,
declared that tb ;letter signed
by eightnations does not con-
tribute to a corn« on approach”,
Greek officials vere furious.
"Prime Ministe Simitis had
talks with Tony | lairand [Jose
Maria] Aznar [th :Spanish pre-
truer] in the last law days and
nobody informe 1 him,” said

“what unites the EU and Amer-
ica infinitely outweighs what
divides them. When we stand
together the world is a saferand
more peaceful place."

Mr Blair expressed confi-
dence that the European Union
doubters would rally behind
military action. He said the
UN would agree a second
resolution authorising action
on the basis that Saddam Hus-
sein had failed to co-operate
with the inspectors.

Today Mr Blair will urge Mr

LU other EU countries and three one official. Mr simitis heard Bush to stick with the UN
east European nations that will m«aw roarasarazsat route. One British source said:
join next year. “We have to strike a delicate

The dispute advertised the INSIDE balance between givingthe UN
continental divide described . . weapons inspectors more time,
by Donald Rumsfeld, the US V. Blairhas;ch;riceto prove ) iiging an international coali-
Defence Secretary, as pitting  his Influence ov jrBush tion and not being strung along

EU “old Europe" against the new. ~ THSSECTIONPACGE 2 by Saddam Hussein.”

For months, European . - Downing Street said the idea
diplomats have sought to paper &' _Leaéjlng artii Ile, Johann of the joint statement was
over their differences and, as Hariand Adrian I_amltton suggested last Friday by Mr
recently as Monday, EU foreign ~ TH!S SECTION PAGE 118M9 Aznar, although it was drafted
ministers signed up to a com- about the Anglo Spanish ini- by both Britain and Spain.
muniqué that concentrated on tiative only yeste day when he Mr Aznartoid journalists in
the limited areas ofagreement  held talks with o la of the sig- Madrid yesterday; "I don’t re-
over Iraq. natories, Peter Medgyessy, memberwho was the father of

cQ £ But yesterday's “gang of Hungary’ premi >. the ldea of writing the article,
eight" declaration shattered The dedaratio: ibythe eight butit’snota crime to have writ-

UJ any pretence of consensus. countries was se( n as adirect ten the article.”

Four EU countries onthe Unit- challenge to Fnu ce and Gen- In private, a senior EU offi-

ed Nations Security Council - many which, ha- ing revived cial was overheard describing

France, Germany; the UK and their traditional afiance, have the idea of a common EU for-

h Spain - are in two camps. gone publicwith tl sirdoubts on  eign policy on Iraq as a “com-
B The letter was signed by American policy. plete joke”. The declaration

Britain, Italy, Spain, Portugal
and Denmark, plus Poland,
Hungary and the Czech Re-
public, which will join the EU
next year. In a significant de-
parture, the former eastern
bloc countries were brought in
to support the declaration, un-
derlining the Atlanticist cre-
dentials of many of the nations

One British rr nister said:
“France and Ge many went
very public over Irag, so we
shouldn't be afrait ofdoing the
same. They may i tit like what
we have done, fa,il; you cant
have one rule fors :>meandan-
other rule for the mesL”

After talks with MrAznarin
Madrid, Mr Bia.r admitted

was, according to another EU
official, a reaction to the “dis-
gusting self-congratulation” of
the Elysée celebrations, which
marked the 40th anniversary of
a Franco-German friendship
treaty, One diplomat added:
“Apparently it has infuriated
the French - all in all, a very
good outcome.”

| &S
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UK (Security Council veto)
Government believes Iraq is in
further 'material breach' of UN
resolution 1441 and that war can
now be justified

IRELAND

Government officially opposed to
war. Strong anti-war sentiment, but
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern
allowing US military to refuel

RN . ICELAND
R Y —

JXEMBOURG

Firmly he French sphere of
influence and disturbed that spirts
over Iraq have fractured EU
attempts to forge a common front

e . ~

FRANCE (Security Council veto)

v- President Jacques Chirac's

renewed alliance with Germany
and his opposition to war at this
stage have deeply alienated US

S

PORTUGAL

Prime Ministar Antonia Guterres
signed open letter with seven other
states supporting demands to
disarm Iraq by force if necessary

NETHERLANDS

Caretaker Prime Minister Jan Peter

Balkenende did not sign the open
letter but The Hague indicated
yesterday its full support for US

.rr K
DENMARK

Prime Minister Anders Fogh
Rasmussen also supports the
Blair-Bush axis on use of force if
Saddam does not comply fully

/
NORWAY J FINLAND ,
SWEDEN
j Anti-war
UNITED Pro-war
KINGDOM
DENMI Undecided
IEHLANDS BELARUS
GERMANY
BELGIUM
W ~tUXEM BOURG
UKRAINE
FRANCE
SWITZ. .AUSTRIA
ROMANIA S F
M J

SPAIN (Security Council seat)

Prime Minister Jose Maria Azn ar

has been a fervent allyol George
Bush’s war on terror since

11 September and backs the US

UIX_.

Currently without a government,
but sentiment is with Germany
and opposed to military action

against Iraq
Ao\
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MALTA
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SWEDEN

Traditionally neutral but Prime
Minister Goran Persson made it
clear He would not have added his
support to the letter jLasked

FINLAND

Militarily neutral and opposed to
US launching invasion without
another UN resolution

GERMANY (Security Council seat)

Public opinion is steadfast against
military action in virtually all
circumstances, strengthening
Gerhard Schroder's stance

POLAND (Joins EU in 2004)

Prime Minister Leszek Miller is
among Europe’s most fervent
admirers ol George Bush

CZECH REP (Joins EU in 2004)

President Vaclav Havel, another
Bush admirer, has given his full
support before he bows out of
public life . -

HUNGARY (Joins EU in2004)

Prime Minister Peter Medgysssy is
pro-militarv action and is host In
3,UvO0 lraqi sxiies being ifal leu iu
run the country after Saddam

GREECE

Spurred by pro-Arab public
opinion, Costas Simitis, the
conservative Prime Minister and
EU president, is set againstwar

ITALY

Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi
travelled to Washington to
demonstrate total support for US
policy towards Iraq
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Dally Mall, Friday, January 31,2003

Europe is split over war letter

EUROPE was bitterly
divided over war with Iraq
last night as Tony Blair flew
to meet George W Bush.
There was growing anger at
the Premier's decision to lead
a group of eight nations back-
ing the President's stance.
France and Germany, which
are opposed to military action,
were not asked to join the group.
And the EU itself was left out
of the loop. Greece, which cur-
rently holds the fcU presidency,
expressed outrage that it too

had not been consulted. The
eight nations - Britain, Italy,
Spain, Portugal and Denmark,
plus future members Poland,
Hungary and the Czech Repub-
lic - published a letter urging
all of Europe to stand united
against Saddam Hussein.

EU chiefs complained thal
neither the community’s for-
eign policy chief, Javier
Solana, nor its external rela-
tions commission, Chris Pat-
ten, were told of the letter.

They said only five of the 1S
EU leaders signed the letter,

showing that Mr Blair had not
won the argument

Downing Street made It dear
that French president Jacques
Chirac and German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder had not been
asked to sign because Mr Blair
does not think either nation
should be able to speak for the
whole of Europe.

Last week U.S. defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld dis-
missed France and Germany as
'‘old Europe' and claimed the
vast majority of EU leaders were
‘with the United States on this'.

———
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Michael White, lan Black
in Brussels and
Patrick Wintour in Madrid

Tony Blairyesterday triggered
aseriousdispute within the in-
ner circles of the European
Union when he sided with
Jose Maria Aznarof Spainin a
pro-American initiative over
Irag without consulting
France or Germany.

Asthe prime minister set off
for Madrid and Washington,
Downing Streetadmitted that
the eight-nation EU statement
published yesterday, calling

YP.TYPOU
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Guardian

i vokes EIll rift

for Europeto stand united be-
hind the US, had notbeen sent
to all 15 member states be-
cause “they are in slightly dif-
ferentplaces"” on the looming
war with Baghdad.

The letter, which was initi-
ated by Mr Aznar although its
execution was shared with Mr
Blair, prompted angry re-
sponses around key EU capi-
tals, including Brussels.

“This Is absolutely unneces-
sary," said one EU diplomat. “It
is divisive. [Blair and Aznar]
who havebeentipped as future
presidents ofEurope should be

*Gang of eight™ letter
provokes EU rift

4Pag* 1line with the EU
statement on Iraq as well as
the position adopted byNato
atto summitin Prague,

He was responding to criti-
cism from Greece, holder of
the EU presidency, which at-
tacked the "gang of eight* for
undermining unity. “The way
in which the initiative was ex-
pressed does not contribute to
a common approach" com-
plained Costas Simitis, the
prime minister.

The letter was seen as direct
retaliation for the anti-war po-
sitions adopted by France and
Germany. But Paris and Berlin
yesterday sought to paper over
divisions. Chancellor Gerhard
Schroders office said the letter
“stressed points” importantto
Berlin. Dominique de VVUIlepin,
the French foreign minister,

called it a“contribution to the
debate."”

Mr Blair’s spokesman also
made conciliatory noises: “The
prime minister values enor-
mously the positive relation-
ship he has with President
Chirac and Gerhard Schroder."

But Downing Street added
that Mr Blair “equally values
the relationship he has with
other EU leaders. Clearly Eu-
rope is no longer six countries,
ftis 15, shortly to be 25.“

Mr Chirac yesterday under-
lined the gulf between his
sceptical stance on war and
the Blair-Aznar axis by dis-
cussing with the Syrian leader
Bashar Assad a plan to coordi-
nate “the next stageto prevent
the circumstances from reacb-
ingthepointthat may lead to
the war on Iraq"

moreintoi chwith the main-
stream of public opinion and
othergovei jments.”

Officials In Brussels were
horrified El this latest out-
break of dii array in EU ranks
just days a] ter foreign minis-
ters agreei a policy of de-
manding t tat Iraq disarm,
backing the UNroute and sup-
portingweapons inspectors.

Speaking literan hour-long
meeting wi :h Mr Aznar, the
prime mini tier pleaded with
his Europea ipartners to avoid
allowingter sions with Amer-
icato devela >intoanopenrift

"The only people who will gain
from Europe and America
comingapart axe those people
who do not have the tnie in-
terests of Europe or America
atheart"

Mr Aznar repeatedly de-
fended hisjointarticle which
was signed with Britain, Den-
mark, Italy and Portugal as
well as three would-be mem-
bers of the EU, the Czech Re-
public, Hungary and Poland.
He insisted it was in »Page 2

Laadw comment, peg» 25
Mara atHuanian.co.uk/Iraq
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Europe old and new

Divisions hamper responseto Ira fcrisis

As the Iraq crisis accelerates towards a
fearsome dénouement, the leaders of Eu-
rope are playing their own dangerous
games. On one level, TOnyBlair's success
in creating a European “coalition ofthe
willing" may be seen as a poke in the eye
for Frances anti-war president, Jacques
Chirac. His signature, alongwith that of
Germany's anti-war chancellor, Gerhard
Schroder, was notably absent from the
round robin expressing solidarity with
the US that was published yesterday by
Mr Blair and seven other European lead-
ers. This exercise was a sharp reminder
to France that it should not presume to
speak for Europe on Iraq or indeed on
other issues. It sent a useful, though not
totally credible signal ahead oftoday’
Camp David war council, that Mr Blair,
as an enterprising ally, can “deliver” Eu-
ropean support to the Bush administra-
tion, On amore petty level, it might also
be seen as Mr Blairs revenge for Mr
Chiracs meddling over Zimbabwe and
some other recent, irritating démarches.

The downside for Mr Blair and his
co-author, Spain’s prime minister, José
Maria Aznax, is that, in point of fact,
French and German scepticism about US
policy is backed not only by anti-war ma-
jorities there and throughout the EU, but
also in Britain and Spain. EU foreign
ministers have been unable to formulate
aclear position. The same goes for Euro-
pean-dominated Nato, which has twice
failed to agree to US requests for war-
related assistance to Turkey. Only yes-
terday, the European parliament added
its voice to those insisting the case for
military action is unproven. Mr Blair’s
hurried coalition-building has also pro-
duced some odd bedfellows. Mostunap-
pealingis Italys rightwing prime minis-
ter, Silvio Berlusconi, who has already
declared war once this week—athome,
over hisforthcomingtrial for corruption!

Europe’ divisions oil the Iraqg issue
were plain before this atest flurry. But
the entry into the fra; von the pro-Us
side, of Poland, Hunga y and the Czech
republic further complicates a fraught
inter-European dynamic. Here is an
earnest of trouble to come as they, and
the seven other new EU members, begin
to challenge the predt ininance of the :
west Europeans. This ii one reason why
asuccessful outcome to the EU constitu-
tional convention matl ers so much for
Europe’s cohesion. Ifagreement is not
reached on key issues such as creating a
single European fordgn minister,
charged with forgingun ifred EU foreign
policy positions, repetiti ms ofthis dam-
aging disarray may be ex >ected in future. '

As if these stresses a id strains were
not dangerous enough; 'ready, there is
always Donald Rumsfel I1to make abad
situation worse. The UE defence secre-
tary’s division of Europi into "old” and !
“new”, principally a jib* at France and
Germany, hit home beca: useit contains a
grain of truth —althoug! inot in the way
he intended. Itis, asaruli,astandard US
objective to divide and th irehy dominate
Europe, except when uni ty suits its pur-
pose. Itisthe case, as alw. ;)s, that France

and others suspect Britaii ofaJanus-like !

perfidyincosyirtguptolaeUS. Inturn, j
Britain regularly seeks a 1hoc alliances

to putsugar inthe FranoGennan mo- =

tor. And there remain, as uwver, the paltry
rivalries of national leac t:rs, spiced by
envy, fear, and far too mu h history. But
when an issue as critical as Iraq arises,
and the dire consequeno aofan unbal-
anced and unheeding US pre-eminence
come more sharply.into f tens, it.is dou-
bly evident.thatEuropea ¢whole must |,
cast off its old ways of loing.things,
Europe can no longer affoi dthese games j
ofdiplomatic Punch end liiil*"Tt'badly |
nee.d§ t%‘flinﬂ acommonl\</il ice 'in\l/-J!
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Europe’s cracks
threaten to grow

Iraq presents EU leaders with their toughest choi ;e

The European Union is approaching a
choice that many leaders, not to men-
tion citizens, hoped to avoid. Yester-
day's declaration by the leaders of
Spain, Britain, Italy. Portugal, Den-
mark and three candidate countries
from central Europe, calling for unity
with the US in forcing Iraq to give up
weapons of mass destruction, raises the
prospect of a deep rift with sceptics led
by Prance and Germany. The outcome
could affect EU foreign policy, and the
path of integration, for years.

A schism is not yet unavoidable; nor
does the looming divide apply to for-
eign policy issues beyond Iraa. On mat-
ters from the International Criminal
Court to the centrality of resolving the
Israel-Palestlne conflict, EU members
are united. They share common values,
based on respect for multilateral insti-
tutions and international law.

The question of war or peace in Iraq
is, though, stretching interpretation of
those values to breaking-point. The
decision whether to back US-led mili-
tary action will"be-the hardest foreign
policy choice Europe has faced, cer-
tainly since the Balkan conflict and
arguably since the cold wax. A divided
response would undermine the credibil-
ity of its efforts to achieve a common
foreign and security policy.

Yesterday's letter quashes any
notion of a simple divide between the
US and Europe. The picture was
always more complex. It Is equally true
that the, divide identified by Donald
RumsfeldL.US defence secretary, of an
“old".Europe around France and Ger-
many and a "new" Europe centred oh
the candidate countries is superficial.
The Atlanticism of the central Euro-
pean countries has been tempered as
EU membership,approaches; they sup-

for institutional changes b;mg

ered in the EU - notably a full-time
president for the European Council and
a "foreign minister" mepn seating the
Council and Commission. 1seed with a '
split, how could they reprei ent Europe?
In these circumstances, they might
have encouraged greater :onsultation
before views hardened. Esyond Iraq,
there are certainly othe issues on
which they could preseta united
front. The Fissure does, ].onetheless,
underline the immensity o:the task.

The present polarisiitioi has arisen
in part because broad sta jces for and
against the US line, par icularly by
Britain's Tony Blair and Germany's
Gerhard Schroder, were i.irmed early i
and without consulting El colleagues. |
Mr Schroder’s stance upsc t many, not j
just because it was so hos ile to Wash-1
ington as to reduce Europe in influence '
but because Germany hac in the past
sought to balance its own political
interest with the broader !TU good.

It is still possible a big rift can be
avoided- The new US evid -nee against
Saddam Hussein, proznisei next week,'
may prove convincing. Mr Blair -
strengthened by the backi: ig in the let-
ter - may persuade Prasi lent George .
W. Bush to seek, a sec >nd United
Nations resolution anti gi\ s Hans BIix,
chief weapons 'inspector, More time to
demonstrate the extent cf Iraqi non-
co-operatiom

Much would then depend on Prance.
A circumstance in which the US and
UK, backed by the signal tries to yes-
terday's'-letter, launched a wax after
France had used its Seerrity Council
veto against military a lion would
leave Eurdpe hopelessly d vided. Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac and i Iher leaders
face the unenviable tusk of balancing

ported the Eli's 'stance bn, for instance, sthe case for war¢the value njy~eiraris-,
the International Criminal Court. But' atlantic relationship, Em ipean”tinity |
the~U”ia.nqwcalling gri old loyalties. ,“ano public opinion. Then can be no

":A'dnrfd”~rcsponse has implications--!

iTgrlater test of'their-states panship..- ~ j
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Paris and Berlin
rocked by EU

support for Bush

By Charles Bremner

in Paris,

Roger Boyes

in Berlin

3nd Rosemary Bennett

GERMANY and  France
sought yesterday to put the
best gloss possible on the
broadside delivered against
their anti-war stance by eight
European leaders.

Clearly taken aback, Paris
and Berlin sought to suggest
that the leaders’joint article in
The Times was merely a varia-
tion on Europe's common
desire to ensure Irag’ disarma-
ment

However, Downing Street
rubbed in the sense of rebuff
to "old Europe” by noting that
neither President Chirac nor
Gerhard Schroder, the Ger-
man Chancellor, had been in-
vited to sign the article, which
urged Europe to stand united
with America and rebuffed
Franeo-Gennan attempts to
speak in their name,

In Washington, President
Bush declared himself "most
grateful” for the article, but
Greece, which holds the Euro-
pean Unions rotating presi-
dency, criticised what it said
was a right-wing move against
the Union's efforts to foster a
common position on Irag, This
"does not contribute to the
common approach to the prob-
lem," Costas Stmitis, the Greek
Prime Minister, said.

A desire to limit European
divisions caused Jan-Peter
Balkenende, the normally pro-
Atlantic Prime Minister of the
Netherlands, to refuse to sign
the article. Mr Balkenende re-
fused to sign it because he did
not want to exacerbate
Europe’s divisions.

“what we are aiming for is
one European voice and we
are trying to achieve that by
bridging gaps and that is why
the Prime Minister did not
sign,” the Dutch Foreign Min-
istry said.

The Spanish-drafted text
was signed by Tony Blair and
the leaders of Spain, Italy, Port-
ugal, Hungary, Polami the
Czech Republic and Denmark.
Ton?'/] Blair's spokesman de-
niedé at the letter was de-
signed to split the European
Union, but said that there was
no use in pretending that the

Union spoke vith one voice
"It is dear t at the Europe-
an Union isno anger six coun-
tries, itis 15an Iwill shortly be
25 ... No one country repre-
sents Europeai _foreign policy
exclusively,” I, said. The
Prime Ministi ® spokesman
played down he differences
on lrag, sayira France and
Germany wen "in a slightly
different piace' from Britain.

Dominique ta VBlepin, the
French  Fore; gn  Minister,
described the ai tide as “a con-
tribution to the debate",

He told the French parlia-
ment: "We arer ottrying to set
one Europe ayainst another
when everyone .an see we are
defending the s une principles
— firmness cow I'ds Irag and a
concern to find a solution to

The Times ar :lde has
exposed Europe: n divisions

the crisis in the fi amework of
the United Nation;." '

In Berlin, when the artide
had the effect ofa lombshell, a
government spokesman said:
‘We see the declaration as
sharing views that he German
Government also holds im-
portant” m

But their remar a did little
to mask the sense of a widen-
ing gulf between tf s approach
of Britain and its alias and the
resistance, led by ranee and
Germany, to the L Sdrive for
rapid military actio t,

The artide Was : sen by the
Germans as fresh ividence of
growing Anglo-An erican in-
fluence in'Centra] Europe at
their expense. Pchbind, the

®011
jaiu

Czech Republic and Hungary,
all cultivated by Berlin, are be-
ing pulled out of the German
orbit by their readiness to sup-
port the US Administration.

"Europe displays its divi-
sions over Washington," Le
Monde, which also published
the artide, said. The paper not-
ed that all Mr Blair's EU co-
signatories were “right-wing”.

Commentators on the Conti-
nent saw the artide as a well
timed counter-offensive by the
pro-Washington axis, which
links Britain and its dose EU
allies, to the strongly pro-US
former communist states that
join the Union next year.

Philippe Moreau-Defarges,
of the French Institute For
International Relations, said
the artide had inflicted "a low
blow on France and Germany
which have been trying to play
the strong-arm role and have
not been taken seriously".

Spokesmen for President
Chirac said that the eight-
nntion artide contained no sur-
prises. France agreed with its
general aim, that the goal of
the international community
should be the disarmament of
Iraq, they said.

French officials also tried to
play down the weight of the
nations now lining up against
the Franco-German line. The
pro-American rallying call had
gleaned the backing of only 8
of the 25 states that will make
up the EU from next year,
they said.

The French and Germans
also noted that a majority of
members of the 15-member
UN Security Council, which is
chaired this month by France
and next by Germany, were op-
posed to rapid military action
and wanted to give the weap-
ons inspectors more time in
Iraq.

The leaders spoke in the arti-
cle of the urgency of disarming
Iraqg and thanked the United)
States for "bravery and gener-
osity” in ensuring peace in
Europe.

In Brussels, the European
Parliament called on the US
yesterday not to take unilater -
al military action and urged
the UN to find a peaceful solu- '
tion to the emergency.
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