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Σας διαβιβάζουμε για ενημέρωσή σας σημερινά δημοσιεύματα, των βρετανικών ε/φ THE 
TIMES «THE INDEPENDENT», «THE GUARDIAN», «FIT ANCIAL TIMES», «DAILY 
MAIL» που αναφέρονται στις αντιδράσεις στην επιστολή των 8.

Επισυνάπτουμε σχετικό σημείωμα του Γραφείου μας στο Λονδίνου.
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Η ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΗ ΤΩΝ ΟΚΤΩ -  ΚΡΙΣΗ ΣΤΟΥΣ ΚΟΛΠΟΥΣ ΤΗΣ ΕΕ -  ΔΗΛΩΣΗ 
ΕΛΛΗΝΑ ΠΡΩΘΥΠΟΥΡΓΟΥ κ. ΚΩΣΤΑ ΣΗΜΙΤΗ

Η κρίση με το Ιράκ, η επιστολή των οκτώ ευρωπαίων ηγετ ί»ν και οι αντιδράσεις που 
προκάλεσε στους κόλπους της ΕΕ είναι το θέμα που κυριάρχη< ε τόσο στα χθεσινοβραδινά 
δελτία ειδήσεων όσο και στα σημερινά πρωτοσέλιδα των περισσότερων βρετανικών 
εφημερίδων.

Επισημαίνουμε ότι η επιστολή που υπέγραψαν οι οκτώ ευρωπαί η ηγέτες και οι αντιδράσεις 
που προκάλεσε ήταν πρώτη είδηση στα χθεσινοβραδινά τηλε ιππικά δελτία ειδήσεων. Ο 
συνολικός τόνος ήταν ότι υπάρχει ατμόσφαιρα κρίσης στοι ς κόλπους της ΕΕ. Αυτό 
τονίστηκε τόσο στα δελτία των ειδήσεων όσο και στις αναλύσί ις των πολιτικών αναλυτών 
που μετείχαν στις τηλεοπτικές συζήτησεις.

Αναφέρουμε χαρακτηριστικά ότι από χθες το βράδυ η υπηρεσία Teletext του BBC 
αναφέρεται στη γνωστή δήλωση του έλληνα πρωθυπουργού κ. Κώστα Σημίτη με το εξής 
ενδεικτικό τίτλο: « EU Chief raps ‘gang’ of eight on Iraq» (C επικεφαλής της EE βάλλει 
κατά της ‘συμμορίας’ των οκτώ στο θέμα του Ιράκ». Και σημειά νει: «Η συμμορία των οκτώ 
ευρωπαίων ηγετών υπέστη επίθεση από τον Πρόεδρο της ΕΕ, διότι εξέδωσαν ‘διακήρυξη’ 
στο θέμα του Ιράκ (η γνωστή επιστολή των οκτώ στους TIMES). Ο ηγέτης της ΕΕ και 
έλληνας πρωθυπουργός δήλωσε ότι η κίνηση αυτή είναι σε ταφή αντιδιαστολή με την 
προσπάθεια της ΕΕ για μία κοινή θέση στο θέμα αυτό. Η επιστο νή (η γνωστή επιστολή των 
οκτώ) προειδοποιεί ότι εάν τα Ηνωμένα Έθνη αποτύχουν να δ τάσουν στο θέμα αυτό, θα 
θυσιάσουν την αξιοπιστία τους». Η σχετική είδηση παραθέτει το ονόματα των οκτώ ηγετών 
που υπέγραψαν την επιστολή.
Επισημαίνουμε ακόμη ότι τα σχετικά χθεσινοβραδινά τηλεοπτ κά ειδησεογραφικά δελτία 
έκαναν λόγο για «κρίση στους κόλπους της ΕΕ», ότι «ξέσπασε διαμάχη δημόσια». Από την
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μία πλευρά υπάρχει η «συμμορία» των οκτώ με επικεφαλής ττ Μ.Βρετανία, την Ιταλία και 
την Ισπανία, και από την άλλη η «συμμορία της Γαλλίας κ:α της Γερμανίας» που την 
ακολουθούν και άλλα μικρότερα κράτη της ΕΕ. Σημειώνεται ότι ι:ην επιστολή την υπέγραψαν 
5 μόνο μέλη της ΕΕ, ενώ τα υπόλοιπα 10 όχι απλώς δεν εκλήθη< αν να την υπογράψουν αλλά 
δεν ενημερώθηκαν καν εκ των προτέρων.

Αναφέρουμε χαρακτηριστικά ότι στο κεντρικό δελτίο ειδήσεω ν’ του BBC1 (Ten on BBC) 
αναφέρθηκε ότι τον Γαλλογερμανικό άξονα στη διαμάχη αυτή που έχει ξεσπάσει τον 
υποστηρίζει μεταξύ άλλων, η Ελλάδα και το Βέλγιο. Προστίθί ΐαι επίσης ότι όχι μόνο δεν 
υπάρχει κοινή θέση της ΕΕ στο θέμα αυτό, αλλά αντιθέτως για τ ρώτη φορά φάνηκαν οι πολύ 
«πικρές» διαφορές που χωρίζουν τα δύο στρατόπεδα, ώστα να μι Αάμε για πλήρη διπλωματική 
κρίση και ιδιαίτερα πικρές διαφορές μεταξύ των δύο ομάδων Επισημαίνουμε ακόμη ότι 
αντίστοιχο τόνο έδωσε στο σχετικό του τηλεοπτικό ειδησεογρα ρικό δελτίο ειδήσεων και το 
BBC2 Newsnight, που το είχε ως πρώτο θέμα. Και στο δελτίο ι ιυτό αναφέρθηκε ότι μιλάμε 
πλέον για διπλωματική κρίση, βαθιές διαφορές ανάμεσα στα μέλ | της ΕΕ .Μίλησε επίσης για 
επιθυμία των αγγλοαμερικανών να απομονώσουν τη Γαλλία ειί ικότερα, τόσο στην ΕΕ όσο 
και στο Συμβούλιο Ασφαλείας.

Ανάλογος είναι ο τόνος που επικρατεί και στο σημερινό βρεται ικό Τύπο, στα πρωτοσέλιδα 
του οποίου προβάλλεται η διαμάχη που έχει ξεσπάσει στους κόλα ους της ΕΕ.
Η INDEPENDENT σε εκτενές πρωτοσέλιδο δημοσίευμα αναφέρεται στη «διάσπαση» της 
ΕΕ εξαιτίας της επιστολής των οκτών ηγετών. Αναφέρεται επί( ης στη δήλωση του έλληνα 
πρωθυπουργού κ. Κώστα Σημίτη , ο οποίος επεσήμανε ότι « η επιστολή δεν συμβάλει στην 
κοινή αντιμετώπιση του θέματος». Σημειώνεται επίσης ότι ιλληνες αξιωματούχοι ήταν 
εξαγριωμένοι, οι οποίοι τόνιζαν ότι ο έλληνας πρωθυπουργός εί ¡ε συζητήσεις τις τελευταίες 
ημέρες με τον βρετανό πρωθυπουργό Τόνη Μπλαιρ και τον Ισπανό πρωθυπουργό Χοσέ 
Μαρία Αθνάρ, αλλά κανείς δεν τον ενημέρωσε.

II TIMES σε πρωτοσέλιδο δημοσίευμα αναφέρονται επίσης στ |ν κρίση που ξέσπασε στην 
ΕΕ, διότι οι ηγέτες των υπολοίπων δέκα χωρών που δεν έχουν υπογράψει την επιστολή δεν 
είχαν ενημερωθεί. Αναφέρεται επίσης και στην αντίδραση της ] Ιλλάδας ως Προεδρεύουσας 
χώρας της ΕΕ. Σε εσωτερικό ρεπορτάζ γίνεται συγκεκριμένη αναφορά στη δήλωση του 
έλληνα πρωθυπουργό κ.Σημίτη, σύμφωνα με την οποία η επιστε λή των οκτώ δεν συμβάλλει 
στην αντιμετώπιση του θέματος».

Η FINANCIAL TIMES σε σχετικό δημοσίευμα χαρακτηρίζουν την δήλωση Σημίτη 
«σκληρή»

Η GUARDIAN σε πρωτοσέλιδη ανταπόκριση που συνεχίζεται και στη δεύτερη σελίδα με 
τίτλο « Η ‘συμμορία των οκτών'προκαλεί διάσπαση της ΕΕ αν αφέρει ότι ο Τόνυ Μπλαιρ 
χθες προκάλεσε σοβαρή διαμάχη στους κόλπους της ΕΕ. Γίνεται ι πίσης αναφορά στη δήλωση 
του έλληνα πρωθυπουργού, με την οποία ασκείται κριτική στην τι ρωτοβουλία των οκτώ.

Σημειώνουμε ότι θα ακολουθήσει και δεύτερο αναλυτικότερο τηλ :;αντιγράφημα.

ΠΑΠΑΔΑΚΗΣ
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THE TIMES FRIDAY JANUARY 31 '2003C/}:ng Don t go it 
alone Amtirica,
! urges Blair
•  Prime Minister confidant that 
new UN resolution can t  e secured
From Philip Webster,
Political Editor,
In Madrid

TONY BLAIR will today urge 
President Bush to stick to the 
United Nations route to dis
arm President Saddam Hus
sein and to avoid the tempta
tion to go it alone.

He will tell Mr Bush at their 
Camp David summit that he 
believes a second United Na
tions resolution can be se
cured, based on Iraq’s failure 
to co-operate fully with the 
weapons inspectors,

The Prime Minister flew to 
Washington last night confi
dent that world opinion could 
be rallied behind a second reso
lution, despite growing misgiv
ings over the weapons inspec
tors’ inability to find evidence 
that will incriminate the Iraqi 
leader.

But as Mr Blair was speak
ing to journalists on his plane, 
Europe was engulfed in recrim
inations over yesterday’s arti
cle in The Times by the Prime 
Minister and seven other Euro
pean leaders implicitly attack
ing France and Germany’s op
position to US policy on Iraq.

It emerged that neither Pres
ident Chirac of France nor Ger
hard Schröder of Germany 
had been asked to sign the arti
cle Its publication caused an
ger and dismay in Paris and 
Berlin. The Dutch Prime Min
ister refused to sign it lest he 
widen Europie’s divisions.

Greece, the current holder 
of'the European Union presi- ■ 
dency, criticised The Times's ar
ticle, describing it as a right- 
wing.move to block EU efforts 
to forge a common position on 
Iraq. Last night, in an apparent

attempt to ward off war, Iraq 
invited UN disarmament 
chiefs to return to Baghdad For 
fresh talks on co-operation.

But in Washington Mr Bush 
made his impatience plain. He 
said that the diplomatic proc
ess could not be open-ended 
and that the issue of disarm
ament would have to be re
solved in “weeks, not months”.

Mr Blair, in a key test of his 
influence with the President, 
will use their few hours togeth
er today to urge him to stay 
with the United Nations, argu
ing that Resolution 1441 will 
open the way to a second reso
lution backing force.

Speaking before a stopover 
in Madrid for talks with José 
Maria Aznar, the Spanish 
Prime Minister, he appeared 
to concede that the inspectors 
might not find damning evi
dence of the Iraqi leader’s 
chemical and biological weap
ons because of his "active poli
cy of concealment”. But Mr 
Blair said that Iraq’s failure to 
comply with demands for co
operation with the inspectors 
would be enough.

Later, at a press conference 
with Senor Aznar, he pushed 
the message that force might 
be necessary to disarm Iraq — 
but with UN backing. He said: 
“The point 1 am making is that 
if the process of disarmament 
cannot happen through the 
UN inspectors then it should 
happen with the fall authority 
and consent of the UN 

. through force. That is the only 
alternatiJis to a failed inspec
tions route.” "

He emphasised that UN 
Resolution 1441 demanded full 

. co-operation from Iraq. He 
•added; "Obedience tothatreso-

tition or the lack of it wili de- 
armine any military action 
md the timing of i t ”

Mr Blair and Mr Bush will 
iadde today how long they 
idnk the inspectors should be 
¡iven to conclude that Iraq is 
lot co-operatmg.Hans Blix, 

: he chief UN weapons inspec- 
I or, will report to the UN on 
1 abruary 14.

Mr Blair has been urged by 
1 democrat leaders to persuade 
1 Ir Bush to show restraint

Asked if that was the inten
tion of his talks, he said: “It is 
r ot a question of leverage or of 
£ ashing the Americans to do 
s ; mething they do not want to 
c :j, We have an agreed strate- 
g i on this which is a strategy 
c : getting a resolution through 
ti e UN laying down a dear 
c unmitment that if he breach- 
e it we have a further discus- 
si in and a new resolution is- 
5i ss. I believe that the intema- 
ti mal community will follow 
tl rough what was agreed in 
re solution 144L

'We antidpated that if there 
w ¡a a breach we would come 
bs ::k and have a further discus- 
sii tL The implication was that 
if Saddam Hussein was in 
bt rich, we act And in the end 
th if. is where the international 
co nmunity should be."

•At Blair said he was not set- 
trr i  an arbitrary time limit 
bu hinted that he did not 
tfai .rk it should take too much 
lor ger. He restated Britain's 
vie v that Iraq was already in 
bre ueb but said that this was a 
Juc ;>rnent for the UN.

World's future, page 16 
M adela outburst, page 17 

European rift, page 18 
A David Brooks, page 24
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Leaders’. ! ip siinnnrt of war exooses 
increasingly deep continental rift

Iraq split redraws the
map of Europe
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TONY BLAIR headed for a 
council of war with George 
Bush yesterday with the back
ing of seven European coun
tries but with E ll policy 
towards Iraq disintegrating 
into bitterness and division.

The Prime Minister is con
fident that President Bush will 
agree to delay a war against 
Iraq for more than a month 
during their crucial talks over 
the timescale for military action 
at the President's Camp David 
retreat today. But Mr Blair’s 
preparations were marred by a 
rift over an Angio-Spanish dec
laration of support for the US 
over Traq, endorsed by three 
other EU countries and three 
east European nations that will 
join next year.

The dispute advertised the 
continental divide described 
by Donald Rumsfeld, the US 
Defence Secretary, as pitting 
“old Europe" against the new.

For months, European 
diplomats have sought to paper 
over their differences and, as 
recently as Monday, EU foreign 
ministers signed up to a com
muniqué that concentrated on 
the limited areas of agreement 
over Iraq.

But yesterday's “gang of 
eight" declaration shattered 
any pretence of consensus. 
Four EU countries on the Unit
ed Nations Security Council -  
France, Germany; the UK and 
Spain -  are in two camps.

The letter was signed by 
Britain, Italy, Spain, Portugal 
and Denmark, plus Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Re
public, which will join the EU 
next year. In a significant de
parture, the former eastern 
bloc countries were brought in 
to support the declaration, un
derlining the Atlanticist cre
dentials of many of the nations

By St e p h e n  C tstle. 
ANDREW GRIC ;
AND ANDY IVICf MITH 
in Madrid

that will join the 
Costas Simit 

Minister of Greei 
the EU’s rotsti) 
but was left ou 
declared that tb  
by eight nations 
tribute to a corn« 
Greek officials 
"Prime Ministe 
talks with Tony I  
Maria] Aznar [th 
truer] in the last 
nobody informe 
one official. Mr

EU next year, 
s, the Prime 
e, which holds 
g presidency 
: of the loop, 
; letter signed 
does not con- 
on approach”, 
vere furious.

Simitis had 
lair and [Jose 
: Spanish pre
law days and 
1 him,” said 
simitis heard

IN SID E
■«aw roarasaraæsat

v  Blair has; ch; rice to prove 
his Influence ov ¡rBush 
THIS SECTION PAGE 2

a r  Leading artii le, Johann 
Hari and Adrian I lamitton
THIS SECTION PAGE i 18M9

about the Anglo 
tiative only yes te 
held talks with o 
natories, P eter 
Hungary’s premi 

The dedaratio: 
countries was se( 
challenge to Fnu 
many which, ha· 
their traditional a 
gone public with tl 
American policy.

One British rr 
“France and Ge 
very public over 
shouldn't be afrait 
same. They may i 
we have done, fa 
have one rule for s 
other rule for the 

After talks’with 
Madrid, Mr Bia.

Spanish ini- 
day when he 
la of the sig- 
Medgyessy,
>r.
i by the eight 
n as a direct 
ce and Gen
ing revived 
fiance, have 
sir doubts on

nister said: 
many went 
Iraq, so we 
of doing the 
tit like what 
,il; you can’t 
:>meandan- 
■esL’’
MrAznarin 
r admitted

there were divergences be
tween Europe and America on 
such issues as climate change 
and trade. But he stressed that 
“what unites the EU and Amer
ica infinitely outweighs what 
divides them. When we stand 
together the world is a safer and 
more peaceful place."

Mr Blair expressed confi
dence that the European Union 
doubters would rally behind 
military action. He said the 
UN would agree a second 
resolution authorising action 
on the basis that Saddam Hus
sein had failed to co-operate 
with the inspectors.

Today Mr Blair will urge Mr 
Bush to stick with the UN 
route. One British source said: 
“We have to strike a delicate 
balance between giving the UN 
weapons inspectors more time, 
building an international coali
tion and not being strung along 
by Saddam Hussein.”

Downing Street said the idea 
of the joint statem ent was 
suggested last Friday by Mr 
Aznar, although it was drafted 
by both Britain and Spain.

Mr Aznartoid journalists in 
Madrid yesterday; "I don’t re
member who was the father of 
the Idea of writing the article, 
but it’s not a crime to have writ
ten the article."

In private, a senior EU offi
cial was overheard describing 
the idea of a common EU for
eign policy on Iraq as a “com
plete joke”. The declaration 
was, according to another EU 
official, a reaction to the “dis
gusting self-congratulation" of 
the Élysée celebrations, which 
marked the 40th anniversary of 
a Franco-German friendship 
treaty, One diplomat added: 
“Apparently it has infuriated 
the French -  all in all, a very 
good outcome.”

/ 7£s



3
i

THE INDEPENDENT
Friday 31 January 2003 4

.yi ..........

ifeljftqPE  DIVIDES
'A >'--■· ¿1 ./»y;. ··' 1“

. r r K

UK (Security Council veto) 
Government believes Iraq is in 
further 'material breach' of UN 
resolution 1441 and that war can 
now be justified

NETHERLANDS
Caretaker Prime Minister Jan Peter 
Balkenende did not sign the open 
letter but The Hague indicated 
yesterday its full support for US

IRELAND
Government officially opposed to 
war. Strong anti-war sentiment, but 
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern 
allowing U S  military to refuel

: , v  : . .

: : ’ ""-I · ICELAND

-V - js.T - ·,■ . 'c ,----- -

JXEMBOURG
Firmly he French sphere of 
influence and disturbed that spirts 
over Iraq have fractured EU 
attempts to forge a common front

#>■.···* ’ ·"·'■".........  ~
FRANCE (Security Council veto) 

v- President Jacques Chirac's 
renewed alliance with Germany 
and his opposition to war at this 
stage have deeply alienated US 

*w ST:“(Sill·-«*;.

DENMARK
Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen also supports the 
Blair-Bush axis on use of force if 
Saddam does not comply fully

NORWAY J FINLAND , /

SWEDEN

UNITED
KINGDOM

DEN Mil

FRANCE

IEHLANDS 

GERMANY
BELGIUM
1 W ^ tU X E M  BOURG

SWITZ.

j Anti-war 

Pro-war 

Undecided

BELARUS

. AUSTRIA

UKRAINE

ROMANIA · F  '  ;■

M J

Currently without a government, 
but sentiment is with Germany 
and opposed to military action 
against Iraq

PORTUGAL
Prime Ministar Antonia Guterres 
signed open letter with seven other 
states supporting demands to 
disarm Iraq by force if necessary

SPAIN (Security Council seat) 

Prime Minister Jose Maria Azn ar 
has been a fervent ally ol George 
Bush’s w ar on terror since 
11 September and backs the US
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MALTA

SWEDEN
Traditionally neutral but Prime 
Minister Goran Persson made it 
clear He would not have added his 
support to the letter ¡1 asked

FINLAND
Militarily neutral and opposed to 
U S  launching invasion without 
another UN resolution

GERMANY (Security Council seat) 

Public opinion is steadfast against 
military action in virtually all 
circumstances, strengthening 
Gerhard Schroder's stance

POLAND (Joins EU in 2004) 

Prime Minister Leszek Miller is 
among Europe’s most fervent 
admirers o1 George Bush

CZECH REP (Joins EU in 2004) 

President Vaclav Havel, another 
Bush admirer, has given his full 
support before he bows out of 
public life . —

HUNGARY (Joins EU in 2004) 

Prime Minister Peter Medgysssy is 
pro-militarv action and is host In 
3,‘UvO Iraqi sxiies being ifaI leu iu 
run the country after Saddam

GREECE
Spurred by pro-Arab public 
opinion, Costas Simitis, the 
conservative Prime Minister and 
EU president, is set against war

ITALY
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
travelled to Washington to 
demonstrate total support for US 
policy towards Iraq
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Dally Mall, Friday, January 31,2003

Europe is split over war letter
E U R O P E  w a s  b i t t e r l y  
d ivide d  o ve r w a r w ith  Iraq  
last n ight as T o n y  Blair flew  
to  meet G e orge  W  B u sh .

There was growing anger at 
the Premier's decision to lead 
a group of eight nations back
ing the President's stance.

France and Germany, which 
are opposed to military action, 
were not asked to join the group.

And the EU itself was left out 
of the loop. Greece, which cur
rently holds the fcU presidency, 
expressed outrage that it too

had not been consulted. The  
eight nations -  Britain, Italy, 
Spain, Portugal and Denmark, 
plus future members Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Repub
lic -  published a letter urging 
all of Europe to stand united 
against Saddam Hussein.

EU chiefs complained thal 
neither the com m unity’s for
eign policy chief, Javier 
Solana, nor its external rela
tions commission, Chris Pat
ten, were told of the letter.

They said only five of the 1S 
EU leaders signed the letter,

showing that Mr Blair had not 
won the argument 

Downing Street made It dear 
that French president Jacques 
Chirac and German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder had not been j 
asked to sign because Mr Blair 1 
does not think either nation [ 
should be able to speak for the ! 
whole of Europe. I

Last week U.S. defence secre
tary Donald Rumsfeld dis
missed France and Germany as 
'old Europe' and claimed the 
vast majority of EU leaders were 
‘with the United States on this'.
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o t e i vok es E ll rift
Michael White, Ian Black
in Brussels and 
Patrick Wlntour in Madrid

Tony Blair yesterday triggered 
a serious dispute within the in
ner circles of the European 
Union when he sided with 
Jose Maria Aznar of Spain in a 
pro-American initiative over 
Iraq without consulting 
France or Germany.

As the prime minister set off 
for Madrid and Washington, 
Downing Street admitted that 
the eight-nation EU statement 
published yesterday, calling

for Europe to stand united be
hind the US, had not been sent 
to all 15 member states be
cause “they are in slightly dif
ferent places" on the looming 
war with Baghdad.

The letter, which was initi
ated by Mr Aznar although its 
execution was shared with Mr 
Blair, prompted angry re
sponses around key EU capi
tals, including Brussels.

“This Is absolutely unneces
sary," said one EU diplomat. “It 
is divisive. [Blair and Aznar] 
who have been tipped as future 
presidents ofEurope should be

m oreinto i ch with the main
stream of public opinion and 
other govei ¡ments.”

Officials in Brussels were 
horrified E l; this latest out
break of dii array in EU ranks 
ju st days a] ter foreign minis
ters agreei a policy of de
manding t tat Iraq disarm, 
backing the UN route and sup
porting weapons inspectors.

Speaking liter an hour-long 
meeting wi :h Mr Aznar, the 
prime mini tier pleaded with 
his Europea i partners to avoid 
allowing ter sions with Amer
ica to devela > into an open rift

*Gang of eight* letter 
provokes EU rift
4 Pag* 1 line with the EU 
statem ent on Iraq as well as 
th e  position adopted by Nato 
a t to  summit in Prague,

He was responding to criti
cism from Greece, holder of 
the EU presidency, which at
tacked the "gang of eight* for 
undermining unity. “The way 
in which the initiative was ex
pressed does not contribute to 
a  common approach" com
plained Costas Simitis, the 
prime minister.

The letter was seen as direct 
retaliation for the anti-war po
sitions adopted by France and 
Germany. But Paris and Berlin 
yesterday sought to paper over 
divisions. Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroder’s office said the letter 
“stressed points" important to 
Berlin. Dominique de VUIepin, 
the French foreign minister,

called it a “contribution to the 
debate."

Mr Blair’s spokesman also 
made conciliatory noises: “The 
prime m inister values enor
mously the positive relation
ship he has with President 
Chirac and Gerhard Schröder."

But Downing Street added 
tha t Mr Blair “equally values 
the relationship he has with 
other EU leaders. Clearly Eu
rope is no longer six countries, 
ft is 15, shortly to  be 25.“

Mr Chirac yesterday under
lined the gulf between his 
sceptical stance on war and 
the Blair-Aznar axis by dis
cussing with the Syrian leader 
Bashar Assad a plan to coordi
nate “the next stage to prevent 
the circumstances from reacb- 
ing thepoin t that may lead to 
the war on Iraq"

"The only people who will gain 
from Europe and America 
coming apart axe those people 
who do not have the tn ie  in
terests of Europe or America 
a t heart"

Mr Aznar repeatedly de
fended his jo in t article which 
was signed with Britain, Den
mark, Italy and Portugal as 
well as three would-be mem
bers of the EU, the Czech Re
public, Hungary and Poland. 
He insisted it was in ► Page 2
Laadw comment, peg» 25 
Mara atHuanian.co.uk/lraq
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Europe old and new
Divisions hamper response to Ira :[ crisis
As the Iraq crisis accelerates towards a 
fearsome dénouement, the leaders of Eu
rope are playing their own dangerous 
games. On one level, TOny Blair's success 
in creating a European “coalition of the 
willing" may be seen as a poke in the eye 
for France’s anti-war president, Jacques 
Chirac. His signature, along with that of 
Germany's anti-war chancellor, Gerhard 
Schroder, was notably absent from the 
round robin expressing solidarity with 
the US that was published yesterday by 
Mr Blair and seven other European lead
ers. This exercise was a sharp reminder 
to France that it should not presume to 
speak for Europe on Iraq or indeed on 
other issues. It sent a useful, though not 
totally credible signal ahead of today’s 
Camp David war council, that Mr Blair, 
as an enterprising ally, can “deliver”Eu
ropean support to the Bush administra
tion, On a more petty level, it might also 
be seen as Mr Blair’s revenge for Mr 
Chirac’s meddling over Zimbabwe and 
some other recent, irritating démarches.

The downside for Mr Blair and his 
co-author, Spain’s prime minister, José 
Maria Aznax, is that, in point of fact, 
French and German scepticism about US 
policy is backed not only by anti-war ma
jorities there and throughout the EU, but 
also in Britain and Spain. EU foreign 
ministers have been unable to formulate 
a clear position. The same goes for Euro
pean-dominated Nato, which has twice 
failed to agree to US requests for war- 
related assistance to Turkey. Only yes
terday, the European parliament added 
its voice to those insisting the case for 
military action is unproven. Mr Blair’s 
hurried coalition-building has also pro
duced some odd bedfellows. Most unap
pealing is Italy’s rightwing prime minis- 
ter, Silvio Berlusconi, who has already 
declared war once this week— at home, 
over his forthcoming trial for corruption!

Europe’s divisions oil the Iraq issue 
were plain before this atest flurry. But 
the entry into the fra; v on the pro-US 
side, of Poland, Hunga y  and the Czech 
republic further complicates a fraught 
inter-European dynamic. Here is an 
earnest of trouble to come as they, and 
the seven other new EU members, begin 
to challenge the predt ininance of the : 
west Europeans. This ii one reason why 
a successful outcome to the EU constitu
tional convention matl ers so much for 
Europe’s cohesion. If a greement is not 
reached on key issues such as creating a 
single European for dgn minister, 
charged with forging un ifred EU foreign 
policy positions, repetiti m s of this dam
aging disarray may b e ex >ected in future. ' 

As if these stresses a: i d strains were 
not dangerous enough; ’ready, there is 
always Donald Rumsfel I to make a bad 
situation worse. The U£ defence secre
tary’s division of Europi into "old” and ! 
“new”, principally a jib* at France and 
Germany, hit home beca: use it contains a 
grain of truth — althoug! i not in the way 
he intended. It is, as a ruli, a standard US 
objective to divide and th irehy dominate 
Europe, except when uni ty suits its pur
pose. It is the case, as alw. ;,ys, that France 
and others suspect Britaii of a Janus-like ! 
perfidyincosyirtguptolaeUS. In turn, j 
Britain regularly seeks a 1 hoc alliances 
to put sugar in the FranoG ennan mo- ■ 
tor. And there remain, as uver, the paltry 
rivalries of national leac t:rs, spiced by 
envy, fear, and far too mu h  history. But 
when an issue as critical as Iraq arises, 
and the dire consequeno a of an unbal
anced and unheeding US pre-eminence 
come more sharply .into f  tens, it.is dou- 

b ly  evident .that Europe a  ¿whole must , 
cast off its old ways of loing.things, 
Europe can no longer affoi cL these games j 
o f  diplomatic Punch end liiil^Tt'badly I
needs to‘find a common vi l i c e . · ' !■in* vstaii h k Jfiv· j
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E urope’s cracks 
threaten  to grow
Iraq presents EU leaders with their toughest choi :;e
The European Union is approaching a 
choice that many leaders, not to men
tion citizens, hoped to avoid. Yester
day's declaration by the leaders of 
Spain, Britain, Italy. Portugal, Den
mark and th ree candidate countries 
from central Europe, calling for unity 
with the US in forcing Iraq to give up 
weapons of mass destruction, raises the 
prospect of a deep rift with sceptics led 
by Prance and Germany. The outcome 
could affect EU foreign policy, and the 
path of integration, for years.

A schism is not yet unavoidable; nor 
does the looming divide apply to for
eign policy issues beyond Iraa. On mat
ters from the International Criminal 
Court to the centrality of resolving the 
Israel-Palestlne conflict, EU members 
are united. They share common values, 
based on respect for multilateral insti
tutions and international law.

The question of war or peace in Iraq 
is, though, stretching interpretation of 
those values to breaking-point. The 
decision whether to back US-led mili
tary action will"be·the hardest foreign 
policy choice Europe has faced, cer
tainly since the Balkan conflict and 
arguably since the cold wax. A divided 
response would undermine the credibil
ity of its efforts to achieve a common 
foreign and security policy.

Y esterday 's le tte r  quashes any 
notion of a simple divide between the 
US and Europe. The p icture was 
always more complex. It Is equally true 
that the, divide identified by Donald 
RumsfeldL.US defence secretary, of an 
“old".Europe around France and Ger
many and a ’"new" Europe centred oh 
the candidate countries is superficial. 
The Atlanticism of the central Euro
pean countries has been tempered as 
EU membership, approaches; they sup
ported the E li's 'stance bn, for instance, > 
the International Criminal Court. B u t' 
the^U^ia .nqw^calling qri old loyalties. , 
' : A 'dn rfd^rcsponse  has implications-·!

for institutional changes b ;mg 
ered in the EU -  notably a full-time 
president for the European Council and 
a "foreign minister" ■ repn seating the 
Council and Commission. 1 seed with a ' 
split, how could they reprei ent Europe? 
In these circumstances, they might 
have encouraged greater :onsultation 
before views hardened. E syond Iraq, 
there are certainly othe issues on 
which they could p r e s e t a  united 
front. The Fissure does, ] .onetheless, 
underline the immensity o : the task.

The present polarisiitioi has arisen 
in part because broad s ta  ¡ces for and 
against the US line, par icularly by 
Britain's Tony Blair and Germany's 
Gerhard Schröder, were i .irmed early i 
and without consulting El colleagues. | 
Mr Schroder’s stance upsc t. many, not j 
just because it was so hos ile to Wash-1 
ington as to reduce Europe in  influence ' 
but because Germany hac in the past 
sought to balance its  own political 
interest with the broader ! TU good.

It is still possible a big rift can be 
avoided- The new US evid -nee against 
Saddam Hussein, proznisei next week,' 
may prove convincing. Mr Blair -  
strengthened by the backi: ig in the let
ter -  may persuade Prasi lent George . 
W. Bush to seek, a  sec :>nd United 
Nations resolution anti gi\ s' Hans Blix, 
chief weapons 'inspector, More time to 
demonstrate the extent c f Iraqi non- 
co-operatiom

Much would then depend on Prance. 
A circumstance in which the US and 
UK, backed by the signal tries to yes
terday's'-letter, launched a. wax after 
France had used its Seer rity Council 
veto against m ilitary a lion would 
leave Eurdpe hopelessly d vided. Presi
dent Jacques Chirac and i Iher leaders 
face the unenviable tusk of balancing 

¿•the case for war ¿the value n jy ^ e ira ris - , 
atlantic relationship, Em ipean^tinity j 

^ano public opinion. T hen  can be no 
¡Tgrlater test of'their-states pan ship..· ^ j
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Paris and Berlin 
rocked by EU 

support for Bush
By Charles Bremner
in Paris,
Roger Boyes
in Berlin
3nd Rosemary Bennett

GERMANY and France 
sought yesterday to put the 
best gloss possible on the 
broadside delivered against 
their anti-war stance by eight 
European leaders.

Clearly taken aback, Paris 
and Berlin sought to suggest 
that the leaders’joint article in 
The Times was merely a varia
tion on Europe's common 
desire to ensure Iraq’s disarma
ment

However, Downing Street 
rubbed in the sense of rebuff 
to "old Europe” by noting that 
neither President Chirac nor 
Gerhard Schröder, the Ger
man Chancellor, had been in
vited to sign the article, which 
urged Europe to stand united 
with America and rebuffed 
Franeo-Gennan attempts to 
speak in their name,

In Washington, President 
Bush declared himself "most 
grateful" for the article, but 
Greece, which holds the Euro
pean Unions rotating presi
dency, criticised what it said 
was a right-wing move against 
the Union's efforts to foster a 
common position on Iraq, This 
"does not contribute to the 
common approach to the prob
lem," Costas Stmitis, the Greek 
Prime Minister, said.

A desire to limit European 
divisions caused Jan-Peter 
Balkenende, the normally pro- 
Atlantic Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands, to refuse to sign 
the article. Mr Balkenende re
fused to sign it because he did 
not want to exacerbate 
Europe’s divisions.

“w hat we are aiming for is 
one European voice and we 
are trying to achieve that by 
bridging gaps and that is why 
the Prime Minister did not 
sign,” the Dutch Foreign Min
istry said.

The Spanish-drafted text 
was signed by Tony Blair and 
the leaders of Spain, Italy, Port
ugal, Hungary, Polami the 
Czech Republic and Denmark.

Tony Blair's spokesman de
nied (hat the letter was de
signed to split the European 
Union, but said that there was 
no use in pretending that the

Union spoke vith one voice 
"It is dear t  a t  the Europe

an Union is no anger six coun
tries, it is 15 an I will shortly be 
25 ... No one country repre
sents Europeai foreign policy 
exclusively,” it; said. The 
Prime Ministi :■ s spokesman 
played down he differences 
on Iraq, sayir a France and 
Germany wen "in a slightly 
different pi ace' from Britain.

Dominique t a VBIepin, the 
French Fore; gn Minister, 
described the ai tide as “a con
tribution to the debate",

He told the French parlia
ment: "We are r ot trying to set 
one Europe ayainst another 
when everyone .an see we are 
defending the s une principles 
— firmness cow l'ds Iraq and a 
concern to find a solution to

The Times ar :lde has 
exposed Europe: n divisions

the crisis in the fi amework of 
the United Nation;." '

In Berlin, when the artide 
had the effect of a lombshell, a 
government spokesman said: 
“We see the declaration as 
sharing views that he German 
Government also holds im
portant” ■

But their remar a  did little 
to mask the sense of a widen
ing gulf between tf s approach 
of Britain and its alias and the 
resistance, led by ranee and 
Germany, to the L S drive for 
rapid military actio t,

The artide v/as : sen by the 
Germans as fresh i vidence of 
growing Anglo-An erican in
fluence in'Centra] Europe at 
their expense. Pc bind, the

Czech Republic and Hungary, 
all cultivated by Berlin, are be
ing pulled out of the German 
orbit by their readiness to sup
port the US Administration.

"Europe displays its divi
sions over Washington," Le 
Monde, which also published 
the artide, said. The paper not
ed that all Mr Blair's EU co
signatories were “right-wing”.

Commentators on the Conti
nent saw the artide as a well 
timed counter-offensive by the 
pro-Washington axis, which 
links Britain and its dose EU 
allies, to the strongly pro-US 
former communist states that 
join the Union next year.

Philippe Moreau-Defarges, 
of the French Institute For 
International Relations, said 
the artide had inflicted "a low 
blow on France and Germany 
which have been trying to play 
the strong-arm role and have 
not been taken seriously".

Spokesmen for President 
Chirac said that the eight- 
nntion artide contained no sur
prises. France agreed with its 
general aim, that the goal of 
the international community 
should be the disarmament of 
Iraq, they said.

French officials also tried to 
play down the weight of the 
nations now lining up against 
the Franco-German line. The 
pro-American rallying call had 
gleaned the backing of only 8 
of the 25 states that will make 
up the EU from next year, 
they said.

The French and Germans 
also noted that a majority of 
members of the 15-member 
UN Security Council, which is 
chaired this month by France 
and next by Germany, were op
posed to rapid military action 
and wanted to give the weap
ons inspectors more time in 
Iraq.

The leaders spoke in the arti
cle of the urgency of disarming 
Iraq and thanked the United) 
States for "bravery and gener
osity” in ensuring peace in 
Europe.

In Brussels, the European 
Parliament called on the US 
yesterday not to take unilater 
al military action and urged 
the UN to find a peaceful solu- ' 
tion to the emergency.
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