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ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΠΡΟΕΔΡΙΑ
Η FINANCIAL TIMES σε ανταπόκριση του George Parker από τις Βρυξέλλες και της Kerin Hope από 
Αθήνα, ασκεί ιδιαίτερα έντονη κριτική στην Ελλάδα και στην μέχρι στιγμής παρουσία της στην Προεο. 
της ΕΕ. Η εφημερίδα σημειώνει ότι όταν η Ελλάδα ανέλαβε την Προεδρία, πολλοί στις Βρυςέλ 
αναρωτιούνταν εάν θα τα καταφέρει. Δυστυχώς για την Αθήνα, τα γεγονότα μέχρι στιγμής δεν συμβάλλο 
στην διάψευση αυτών των προκαταλήψεων. Επισημαίνεται ότι η Ελληνική Προεδρία ξεκίνν. 
«αργά».Στις αρχές της εβδομάδας «ζωντάνεψε» με την πρωτοβουλία για τη σύγκληση έκτακ 
Συνάντησης του Ευρωπαϊκού Συμβουλίου. Ωστόσο, πολλοί στις Βρυξέλλες έχουν επιφυλάξεις για το εα. 
Ελλάδα «με τις τόσες πολιτικές διαμάχες στο εσωτερικό της» θα τα καταφέρει στο τιμόνι της : 
Σημειώνεται ότι ο έλληνας πρωθυπουργός κ. Κώστας Σημίτης πιστεύει ότι στη Συνάντηση της Δευτέρα; 
πιέσει τους ευρωπαίους ηγέτες να αποκτήσουν μία ενιαία στάση στο θέμα του Ιράκ. Αντίθετα, αλ 
φοβούνται ότι στη Συνάντηση θα διαφανούν οι διαφορές των χωρών -μελών της ΕΕ. Υπογραμμίζεται ο: 
Ελλάδα «πληγώθηκε» όταν δεν πληροφορήθηκε για την επιστολή των οκτώ. Οι συντάκτες υπενθυμίζ. 
επίσης ότι ορισμένες χώρες -  ανάμεσά τους και η Βρετανία -  δεν επιθυμούσαν τη σύγκλιση από τ 
Ελλάδα της έκτακτης Συνάντησης του Ευρωπαϊκού Συμβουλίου για το Ιράκ τη Δευτέρα. Στο πλαίσιο αυ· 
τονίζεται ότι οι περισσότερες χώρες -μέλη της ΕΕ έμαθαν για τη σύγκληση της Συνάντησης από τα όιε>- 
πρακτορεία . Επιπλέον, μέχρι την Τετάρτη η Ελληνική Προεδρία δεν είχε αποφασίσει για τον κατάλογο τ 
προσκεκλημένων, και ενώ την Τετάρτη το πρωί το ελληνικό Υπουργείο Εξωτερικών ανακοίνωσε ότι 
κληθούν και οι 13 υποψήφιες προς ένταξη χώρες, μέχρι το απόγευμα η πρόσκληση είχε ακυρωθεί 
εφημερίδα υποστηρίζει ότι η ασυννοησία σε αυτούς και άλλους τομείς οφείλεται στο γεγονός ότι rr 
Ελλάδα υπάρχουν περισσότερα κέντρα εξουσίας που ασχολούνται με τα θέματα της Προεδρίας.
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Επιση μαίνεται τέλος ότι στη Σύνοδο έχει προσκληθεί και ο ΓΓ του ΟΗΕ κ. Κόφι Ανάν.

ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΗ ΜΠΛΑΙΡ ΣΤΟΥΣ ΕΥΡΩΠΑΙΟΥΣ ΗΓΕΤΕΣ ΓΙΑ ΙΡΑΚ
Το σύνολο των βρετανικών εφημερίδων αναφέρεται στην επιστολή που απέστειλε ο Βρετα 
πρωθυπουργός Τόνυ Μπλαιρ στους ευρωπαίους ηγέτες χθες ενόψει της Συνάντησης του Ευρωπαϊ. 
Συμβουλίου τη Δευτέρα. Η INDEPENDENT σημειώνει ότι ο Τόνυ Μπλαιρ σε μία «σκληρή» επιστ 
υποστηρίζει ότι ο Σαντάμ Χουσεϊν «ήδη παραβιάζει» το ψήφισμα 1441 του ΟΗΕ. Η Η DA! 
TELEGRAPH σε σχετικό δημοσίευμα επισημαίνει ότι ο βρετανός πρωθυπουργός στην επιστολή του π 
τον έλληνα πρωθυπουργό κ. Κώστα Σημίτη, η οποία όπως σημειώνεται είναι αυτή που στάλθηκε και στ 
υπόλοιπους ευρωπαίους ηγέτες, αναφέρει ότι εάν ο Ιρακινός ηγέτης αποτύχει να συνεργαοθεί ή 
εγκαταλείψει τη χώρα «θα πρέπει να είμαστε σαφείς ότι ο Σαντάμ θα αντιμετωπίσει άμεσες και σοβά 
συνέπειες».

ΠΑΠΑΔΑΚΗΣ
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EUROPEAN UNION

‘War’ summit 
fuels fear over 
Greek control
By George Parker in Brussels 
and Kerin Hope in Athens

When Greece took control of 
the ro ta tin g  presidency of 
the European Union in  Janu
ary. many in Brussels feared 
the worst. Europe, according 
to the u su a l p re jud ices, 
could look forward to six 
months of relative inactivity, 
punctuated by moments of 
chaos.

Unfortunately for Athens, 
events so far have done little 
to dispel those prejudices.

A fter a slow  s ta r t  the 
Greek presidency this week 
burst into life w ith plans for 
an  em ergency  EU •'war'· 
sum mit fraught w ith danger.

Everyone agrees this is a 
moment when Europe needs 
firm leadership. But some in 
Brussels ponder w hether a 
Greek government riven by 
political riv a lrie s  is best 
placed to provide il.

C ostas S im itis , G reek 
prim e m in ister, th inks the 
summit in Brussels on Mon
day will force EU leaders to 
bury their differences over 
Iraq. O thers fear the Greeks 
have organised a showcase 
for EU disunity.

Greece was deeply h u rt 
when it was not inform ed 
th a t eigh t E uropean coun
tries had signed a joint letter 
expressing sym pathy  w ith 
the US over Iraq. Mr Simitis 
felt he had a duty to try to 
bring squabbling EU mem
bers back together.

But this is a  sum m it many 
countries do not want. Tony 
Blair was among those argu
ing th a t to hold such  an 
event only 72 hours after 
H ans B lix’s second  UN 
report on w eapons inspec
tions was too risky. '

N othing in  the w ay th e  
Greeks have organised the 
sum m it has quelled those 
fears. Most m em ber s ta tes  
only heard it. was definitely 
going ahead by reading news 
agency reports from Athens 
on Monday morning.

By Wednesday, when EU 
ambassadors met in Brussels 
to try to prepare the ground 
for the ir heads of govern
m ent, th ere  was still no 
detailed agenda.

Meanwhile Athens had not 
decided on a guest list. On 
W ednesday m orn ing  the 
G reek  fo re ign  m in is try  
announced that 13 EU candi
date  co u n trie s  would be 
invited, but by the afternuon 
the in v ita tio n  had been 
revoked amid m uch ac ri
mony. Greek diplom ats in 
Brussels explained to baffled 
colleagues th a t the contu
sion arose from having to 
deal w ith "th ree  different 
decision-making centres" in 
Athens.

The episode h ighlighted 
deepening divisions between 
Mr Simitis and the energetic 
foreign m in is te r  George 
Papandreou. the Socialists' 
rising star.

To prevent Mr Papandreou 
from taking over the presi
dency agenda. Mr Simitis 
appointed  one of his own 
team. Tassos Yiannitsis, as 
European affairs m inister. 
As a result there are three 
pow er centres in  A thens, 
often speaking w ith a differ
ent voice, and not enough 
d ip lom ats w ith  B russels 
experience to staff them.

Away from Iraq, senior EU 
officials point to "a lack of 
urgency" from the Greek 
presidency over preparations 
for the spring EU summit.

However, Greece has suc
ceeded in breaking the dead
lock on an EU savings tax, 
and is hopeful of resolving 
an o th e r long-standing dis
pute over a common energy 
tax. "These are early days, 
and we know from experi
ence that the Greeks usually 
deliver' in the end, -even if 
the prepara tions · for m eet
ings can be a  bit haphazard." 
said one· EU veteran. -

Kofi Annan, UN secretary- 
general, is to a ttend  Mon
day's summit.
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By Richard Beeston,
Roland Watson 
and Philip Webster

THE world’s most powerful na
tions locked horns last night as 
Hans Blix prepared to deliver 
a crucial arms report to the 
UN Security Council that will 
determine Iraq's fate and possi
bly the future of the United Na
tions itself.

During a day of unprece
dented megaphone diplomacy. 
America and Britain pressed 
the case for a new resolution 
authorising military action 
against President Saddam Hus
sein while France, Germany 
and Russia emphasised their 
determination to avert war 
through a beefed-up inspec
tion regime.

President Bush gave warn
ing that the UN would become 
an irrelevant debating society 
if it tailed to live up to its 
threats: President Putin said 
that he might use the Russian 
veto to prevent war.

Everything now depends on 
a 20-minute report from Dr 
Blix, die chief weapons inspec
tor. on Iraq's compliance with 
UN demands that it disarm. A 
declaration that Iraq is stalling 
would help die hawks. But if 
Dr Blix says that Baghdad is 
beginning to co-operate, or 
that the inspectors need more 
time, advocates of contain
ment would gain the upper 
hand and force Britain and 
America to decide whether to 
go to war alone.

Also at stake is the future of 
the UN and Nato. which have 
safeguarded international secu-

matenai. infrastructure and 
specially qualified personnel".

Joschka Fischer, the Ger
man Foreign Minister who 
will chair today’s UN meeting, 
appeared to have made up his 
mind. Iraq is not in material 
breach," he said. “There is no 
reason to wage war."

But Colin Powell, the US 
Secretary of State, signalled 
that Washington was prepar-

rity for more than half a centu
ry, but are in danger of becom
ing obsolete.

President Bush insisted that 
the UN had to follow through 
on its last resolution threaten
ing “serious consequences" if 
Iraq did not disarm. He said: 
"The derision is this for the 
United Nations: when you say 
something, does it mean any
thing?' The UN Security Coun
cil can now deride whether or 
not it has the resolve to en
force its resolution."

[f the Security Council failed 
to rise to its responsibility, it 
would “fade into history as an 
ineffective, irrelevant debating 
society".

Tony Blair meanwhile wrote 
to his EU counterparts saying: 
“While we all. of course, re
gard military action as a last re
sort, we must make clear that 
no member state rules it out if 
needed to uphold the authori
ty of the Security Council."

He added that Saddam had 
one last chance to co-operate 
unconditionally with the UN 
disarmament resolutions or 
leave, “but failing that we 
shouid be dear that Saddam 
faces immediate and serious 
consequences . in the ab
sence of full and immediate 
co-operation, the [Council] 
should move quickly to a sec
ond resolution."

Jack Straw, the Foreign Sec
retary. told the Commons: 
"For the international commu
nity now to lose its nerve 
would significantly undermine 
the authority of the UN and 
make the world a much more 
dangerous piace. as dictators

ing to enter a new phase of 
tougher diplomacy when he 
said that he intended to ask 
France and Germany why 
they were pressing for more in
spections. “The question I will 
put to them is Why more in
spection? And how much 
more time? Or are you just de
laying for the sake of delaying 
in order to get Saddam Hus
sein off the hook?’"

got the message that interna
tional war was mere words."

The White House and 
Downing Street both seized on 
news that independent experts 
had found Iraq to be develop
ing missiles with a range be
yond the limit set by the UN. 
"If these reports are correct, it 
is very serious and Iraq would 
be in breach of Resolution 
1441," Mr Straw said.

But Tariq Aziz, the Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister, de
nied that the missile pro
grammes breached UN limits, 
saying: "Our missiles have a 
much shorter range and don’t 
have a guidance system. There
fore they sometimes fail 5 to 
10km beyond their target 
That’s not dangerous."

And as US and British forces 
continued to pour inti, the 
Gulf, their partners in Europe 
and beyond dug in their heels. 
President Putin said that Mos
cow was prepared to use its 
veto if necessary to stop a war, 
but he added: “I do not think it 
is helpful to get into debate 
about this at the moment"

lean-Pierre Raffarin, the 
French Prime Minister, told 
the Senate in Paris that Bagh
dad had showed a change in at
titude. "The change is going in 
the right direction. Our aim is 
to obtain Iraq’s disarmament 
and we think that we tan 
achieve this objective by devel
oping the inspections.”

Gerhard Schroder, the Ger
man Chancellor, told his Par
liament that the number of 
UN weapons inspectors 
should be “doubled or tripled" 
and reinforced with “technical

Iraq crisis 8 PAGE SPEWAL 
PULL-OUT SECTlOi

Who is Blix
He is the enigmatic 
Swedish diplomat whose 
monastic lifestyle is 
enhanced by fine wines 
and oriental rugs, but 
today the words of Dr 
Hans Blix left, will 
determine if there is war 
with Iraq. Inside. Times 
writers profile the 
international lawyer 
with his finger on the 
trigger-----------------------'



A
EUROPEAN DIVISIONS with 
the United States and Britain 
over whether to go to war in 
Iraq will be painfully exposed at 
the United Nations Security 
Council in New York today 

jFrahce and Germany were 
told yfesterday to "show back
bone lim l courage” by Presi
dent George Bush, while Tbny 
Blair Bred a separate broadside 
demanding they leave open the 
option of military action.

'Diplomats said Britain and 
thé U$ will make a  push for mil-

Bush warn Europe to prepare tor
B vS t e p h e n  Ca s tle  
In Brussels, ANDREW GRICE 
in London and DAVID 
USBORNE in New York

Itary action - once Hans Blix, the 
chief UN weapons inspector, 
presents his report on Iraq. 
The meeting will be attended by 
foreign ministers of the 15 mem
bers of the council.

Mr Bush said in Florida yes 
terday that, "when it's ail said 
and done, free nations will not 
allow the United Nations to fade

into history as an ineffective, 
irrelevant debating society”.

In a toughiy worded letter to 
EU leaders ahead of an 
emergency summit in Brussels 
on Monday, Mr Blair said 
Saddam Hussein was already 
in "m aterial breach” of UN 
resolution 1441

The message to France and 
Germany was unmistakable: 
President Saddam's position 
makes him liable for ''serious 
consequences" -  a  code for war. 
In his letter, Mr Blair argued

that, “while we all of course 
regard military action as a last 
resort, we must make clear 
that no member state rules it out 
if needed to uphold the author
ity of the Security Council.” 

Such a pledge is unlikely to 
find favour with Gerhard 
Schröder, the German Chan
cellor, who has repeatedly 
excluded the possibility' of tak
ing part In military action 
against Iraq. Yesterday Mr Blair 
failed to resolve his differences 
with Mr Schroder during a tele

phone conversation Downing 
Street said: "There’s a shared 
objective but a difference of 
view in how we get there "

In the German parliament 
yesterday, Mr Schröder vowed 
to fight to prevent war and said 
a majority of Security Council 
members backed his view that 
the arm s inspectors should be 
given more time and resources.

'"We ran disarm Iraq without 
war I see grasping this chance 
as my responsibility,” he said. 
“It cannot be wrong that extra-

war
ordinary efforts for peace 
should be undertaken ...”

But Mr Blair fears that the 
EU might water down its pre
vious stance on Iraq on Monday 
following the campaign of 
opposition to a war by France 
and Germany. He believes Uiat 
such a “signal of weakness” 
would onfy give comfort to Pres- < 
ident Saddam. A request by th e ' 
Prime Minister for an invitation 
to be extended to leaders of 10 
nations that will join the E li next 
year was rebuffed.
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TONY BLAIR should have learned an E I
Important lesson by now. =

All those people in Europe he E 
feels so close to couldn't give a = i 
monkey's about him. Ej

First it was Chirac, Schroeder = 
and that bloke from Belgium who E 
did the dirty on him. =

Now a letter from Mr Blair to E 
the premier of Greece, who is EU =, 
president, is blatantly leaked. 5'

It’s simple, Tony. In Europe, it's =] 
every man for himself. =

Stick with the friend you can trust =
through and through — America.



Britain and US to risk French veto
: r  1+ti rv 7PPB
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iffiLTAIN and America arc 
aHTrost certain to press for a 
lB*jted N ations resolution

S ensing war next week, 
s if it provokes a veto by 

fflgii ce, o f f ic ia ls  sa id  
yesterday.
5jTlje final decision will he 

IfflfEn on the strength of the 
u f k  w e a p o n s  in s p e c to r s ’ 
riijmi t to the Security Council 
tpaay. I)ul sen ior officials 
made clear that only a dra
matic change of attitude hv 
Saddam Hussein would hold 
them hack from tabling a

resolution Tor military action 
in the coming days

Franco claims that a major
ity of the UN wants to give 
m ore lime for inspections. 
But London and Washington 
helievc they can win over a 
large group of vvaverers and 
ensure that Buss in and Chinn 
a b s ta in , leav in g  F ran ce  
largely isolated.

The re s o lu tio n  w ould  
amount to a stark challenge to 
Paris: climb down nr cast your 
veto and risk the future of the 
UN.

One senior Bush adminis
tration official said: “Seeing 
lire UN process throng!) If) a 
vote would show Hint it was 
I ranee and not llu: US or

Britain that was abandoning
the UN."

Tliis would lie an ¡nipnrliinl 
change of tactics from the 
1993 Kosovo campaign, when 
the West preferred to go to 
war w ithout UN approval 
rather than risk n Bussinn 
veto.

A senior British source pi c 
dieted: "There is not going to 
he a lot of haggling over dip- 
loinnlic text. Tliis is a straight
forward decision for heads of 
government. I don't expect a 
French veto. It's all to play 
for.”

The Prime Minister yester
day opened ivlinl may he the 
most im portant diplom atic 
bailie of his career with a

le tter to fellow Tiuropean 
Union lenders, who will he 
m eeting for nri emergency 
summit on Monday in Brus
sels. The gathering will also 
he nllendcd hy Koh Annan, 
the UN Secretary General.

Mr Blair stressed that lime 
had alm ost ru n  out for a 
peaceful solution under the 
terms of last November’s UN 
Security Council resolution 
1411. which gave Iraq a “final 
opportunity" to comply.

In the letter to the Greek" 
prime minister, Costas Simi- 
lis, the current holder of the , 
rotating F,U presidency, and 
copied to other leaders, Mr 
Blair said that if the Iraqi 
leader failed to co operate or

leave the coimlry “we should l 
he clear that Saddam faces] 
immediate and serious con / 
sequences".

Mr Blair’s most important 
task will be to ensure that the 
summit docs not try to halt 
the war. "While we all of 
course regard military action 
as a last resort, we must make 
clear that no member stale 
ru le s  it ou t if need ed  to 
uphold the authority of the 
Security Council," he wrote.

But the Prime Minister will 
need to undermine the sup
port for France, Germany and 
Belgium, which are leading 
the move against war.

His campaign may he made 
easier hy reports that inspec

to rs hnve co n c luded  tha t 
Iraq 's  nl Sam oud m issile  
breaches the 80-mile legal 
limit imposed hy the United 
Nations.

Mr Blair said: “Any evi
dence that comes to light of a 
failure to declare honestly 
and any evidence of n breach 
of R eso lu tio n  1111 is 
extremely important because 
it indicates the futility of sim 
ply going on with more and 
more and more time, when it 
is perfectly obvious they arc 
not co-operating."

Parliament: Page 10 
Iraq crisis: Pages 14 & 15 
Armando lannucci: Page 28 
Alice Thomson: Page 29
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Annan invitation
Brussels: Kofi Annan, the 
UN Secretary-General, above, 
has been invited by the 
European Union to address 
an emergency summit on 
Iraq next Monday, three days 
after UN weapons inspectors 
report to the Security 
Council. He has accepted the 
request in principle, according 
to diplomatic sources. (Reuters)


