Blair mends fences
W|th Chlrac on Iraq

lan Black and
Helena Smith in Athens

Britain last night urged France
and Russia to return to the
United Nations security coun-
cil to forge an agreement on
the vexed question of the
world body's precise role in
post-war Iraq.

Tony Blair used the EU’s
Athens summit to mend
fences with a pragmatic-
sounding Jacques Chirac and
discuss the next moves with
Kofi Annan, the UN secretary
general.

The French president an-
nounced that the EU would
shortly mount an airlift of in-
jured Iragis —especially chil-
dren —to hospitals in Europe.

Mr Blair acknowledged
European and domestic con-
cerns by saying the UN must
be involved in “political and
reconstruction matters”, not
just the humanitarian relief
US hawks would prefer.

“l am confident the UN will
play an important role,” Mr
.Vanan said, “and as we move
ahead in the next few weeks |
expect that road to become
much clearer.”

Denmark, the Netherlands
and Spain — backers of the
US-led attack — suggested that
they may send troops to help
stabilise Iraqg. Italy is dis-
patching military policemen
and reliefworkers.

Germany’s foreign minister,
Joschka Fischer, said he saw“a
rapprochement” with the US
over the UN’srole in Iraq. But
differences remain.

Greece, current holder ofthe
EU presidency and the sum-
mit host, failed to secure a
statement on Iraq, which
Britain feared would revive
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criticism ofthe military action
that splitthe union.

Pockets of fighting contin-
ued in Iraq yesterday, as US
troops were accused of firing
on civilians in the northern
city of Mosul for a second day
running.

Powerful evidence of the
passions aroused by the war
was also seen on the streets of
Athens, where violent protests
marred the ceremonial entry
of 10 new countries to what
George Papandreou, Greece's
foreign minister, cidled the
“largest, most fascinating
peace projectin the world”.

As the freshly anointed
member states signed the
5,000-page treaty of accession
in a glittering ceremony be-
neath the Acropolis, demon-
strators hurled petrol bombs
at police and abuse at EU lead-
erswho backed the invasion of
Iraq — not least Mr Blair.
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But the prime minister was
unrepgiUan”Jtisan impor-
tant democratic nghfthat peo-
ple have in Europe that they
can take to the streets,” he said.
“Itisarightthat peopleiniraq
have today, butdidn’t have for
30 years under Saddam.

“| respectthe right ofpeople
to take theview that the war
was wrong, but | hope they
also respect our motives in
sayingthatwe acted aswe did
because we genuinely thought
itwas bestfor the Iragi people
and the wider world.”

The prime minister held a
pre-summit reconciliation
session with Germany'’s chan-
cellor, Gerhard Schroder, in
Hanover on Tuesday night, so
his encounter with Mr Chirac,
leader ofthe union’s anti-war-
camp, was watched especially
closely. / --

Downinggtreet officials said
the two,meeting for the first
time sincethe Iraq war, shook
hands and held a “perfectly
amiable” 20-minute conversa-
tion.

Later the French president |
gave out clear signals of prag- |
matic flexibility. “Issue by |
issue, we have to find the right !
balance between the role o f!
the United Nations, which
mustbe theessential role, and
the American and British
forces presenton the ground,”
said - his -, spokeswoman.
Catherine Co”onnaj

“There-are many projects we
canwork ontogether and pro-
gressively find away to put the
United Nations at the heart of
the action.” :

Diplomats said the issue was
now about “sequencing” rela-
tions between the military
occupation and the Iraqi
interim administra- »Page 2



Jubilation as 10 states sign accession treaty, butdemonstrations and divisions over Iraq cast ashadow

EU leaders
hail their new

lan Black in Athens

Under azure skies and heavy
security, united Europe be-
came a reality yesterday when
leaders from west and east
erased the frontiers of a di-
vided continentin the ancient
birthplace ofdemocracy.

Gathered in the shadow of
the Acropolis in Athens, heads
ofgovernment from the 10in-
coming member states signed
the treaty of accession to the
European Union, turning the
clubofi15into one of25thatis
still struggling to carve out a
world role and rewrite itsown
rules.

With deep divisions overwar
in Iraq casting a heavy pail,
and thousands of demonstra-
tors trading petrol bombs for
police tear gas and lambasting
Tony Blair for fighting along-
side America, Costas Simitis,
the Greek prime minister and
summit host, set the tone by
hailing a “historic day”. He
urged members new and old
“to look to the future with op-
timism and creativity.”

Mr Blair, busy mending
fences over lIraq, referred
pointedly to freedom from dic-
tatorship and repression for
former communist countries

his subtext unmistakably
about Saddam Hussein, not
the Iron Curtain.

Yet it was a day when high-
llown rhetoric about the EU’s
biggest ever enlargement
ilrowned out most discordant
noises, atime for rapproche-
ment instead of the furious
rows of recent months.

“This union represents our
common determination to put

an end to centuries of conflict
and to transcend former divi-
sions on our continent,” said
the summit declaration. “Ac-
cession is a new contract bet-
ween our peoples and not
merely a treaty between
States.”

Gerhard Schroder, the Ger-
man chancellor, compared the
event to the fall of the Berlin
Wail in 1989. “With this step,
the union is finally overcom-
ing the division of the Euro-
pean continent into east and
vyest,” he said.

Centra] Athens was deserted
save for ahuge police presence,
butthe flags ofall 25 countries
fluttered over the StoaofAtta-
los, the colonnaded monument
at the foot ofthe Acropolis.

Perfect spring weather and
olive and almond trees sway-
ing faintly in the breeze pro-
vided a lovely backdrop as
leaders stuck to their allotted
three minutes to extol the
virtues of European unity.

It was not atime to remem-
ber the long years of negotia-
tions and brinkmanship over
terms of entry — on issues
ranging from financial ser-
vices to farm subsidies — nor
for anticipating the referen-
dums that lie ahead in some
member states, as well as the
new intake, where euroscepti-
cism is already rising.

Poland, Hungary, the Czech
Republic, Slovenia, Slovakia,
and the three Baltic states of
Lithuania, Latviaand Estonia,
all former communist coun-
tries, have struggled for more
than a decade to transform
themselves into fully fledged
marketeconomies and democ-

racies and meet the EU’'s rig-
orous standards.

For Cyprus and Malta, former
British colonies, the path to
membership has been less
painfuL But Cyprus remains di-
vided, pending anelusive peace
settlement between its Greek
and Turkish communities.

The accession of the 10 next
May will add 75 million people
to the EU’s population, bring-
ing it to 450 million. It will
transform the union beyond
recognition.

Politically this enlargement
spellsan end ofthe dominance
ofthe old Franco-German al-
liance and catapults Poland
into the top six. It means that
big countries will be outnum-
bered by small ones.

Things will change econom-
ically too, with the wealth of
the newcomers ranging from
29% of the EU average in
Lithuania to 85% in Cyprus.
Eventually, all will join the
eurozone. But expansion will
boost the EU’s gross domestic
productbyonly 0.5.%

The convention on the fu-
ture of Europe, run by the for-
mer French president Valery
Giscard d’Estaing, will finish
its work by June so that new
treaty talks can start in
September. This means the
treaty governing an EU of 25
will be signed in Rome in
about ayear’s time.

The EU may still be deeply
unpopular — in Britain and
elsewhere. But the summit
was areminder of how much
ofa magnet it still is to those
aspiring tojoin.

More at guardlan.co.uk/eu

Italy's prime minister, Silvio Berlusconi, and Spain's Jose Marla Aznar before the summit Photograph: Georgi Licovski/EPA

Bias alleged over rules on minority rights

lan TVaynor
East Europe correspondent

Brussels has been acting hypo-
critically by pressingincoming
members from eastern Europe
to adopt minority protection
rules which do not apply in
several western European
Union countries, a study con-
cluded yesterday.

As eight east European
countries gathered beneath
the Acropolis to sign their EU

accession treaties ahead of
membership nextyear, the Mi-
nority Rights Group Interna-
tional (MRG1) accused the EU
of applying double standards
to the newcomers.

Under pressure from Brus-
sels, all the newcomers, bar
Latvia, have ratified a Council
of Europe convention on pro-
tecting minorities, while five
EU states including Greece,
yesterday’s summit host, have
not.

The charge that the east Eu-
ropeans are being held to
stiffer criteria than EU mem-
bers when negotiating their
entry was also levelled a few
months ago, when ayear-long
study of the accession process
found that Brussels wias insist-
ing on tougher anti-corruption
rules in eastern Europe.

Another Council of Europe
convention on tackling cor-
ruption had been ratified by
all the east European candi-

dates, while the convention
applied in only three of the 15
current member countries.

The European commission
was demanding “anti-corrup-
tion policies from candidate
states that it is unable to en-
force on member states”, the
Budapest-based Open Society
Institute concluded.

There was “ajustified per-
ception that candidate coun-
tries are being held to different
standards from those that cur-

The people
decide

« Infavourofjoining
European Union

sMalta (voted March 8)
Population: 380,000 -
Infavour: 53%
Slovanla (March 23)
Populatfonyiminion

Hungary (April t2)
‘Population: 10 million
Infavour 84%

« Deciding tMayear

Lithuania (votes May 10-11)
Population: 3.7 million
Infavour. 64% *

Slovakia (May 16-17)
Population: 5.4 minion
Infavour: 75%

Poland (June 8)

Population: 38 million
Infavour 73%

Czech Republic (June 15-16)
Population:10.3mi)iion

In favour: 66%

Estonia (September 14)
Population: 1.4 million
Infavour 55%

Latvia (September 20)
Population: 2.4 million
Infavour 55%

« Stillwaiting

Cyprus (no referendum
plans)

Population: 650,000
Infavour 75%

rently obtain within the EU".
France, the Netherlands, Bel

gium, Luxembourg and
Greece have not ratified the
minority rights convention.

“These states continue to fail
to embrace pluralism and to
protect minorities,” MRGI
charged.

“In EU countries there con-
tinues to be intolerance and
prejudice towards immigrants,
asylum seekers and ethnic mi-
norities such as the Roma.”



