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sive, we go inside the 
fallen Iraqi regime and 
talk to its victims as 
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its past in order to 
shape the future.
Also: what Basra can 
tell us about the task 
of rebuilding. Page 10
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Catholic Church has campaigned against vodou 
and most of the country's governments have either 
tried to exploit its darker aspects or drive it to ex
tinction. “Papa Doc” Duvalier, Haiti’s most notorious 
dictator, banned the practice but dressed in the 
likeness of Baron Samedi, the guardian 
of the graveyard, in order to terrify his 
subjects. As a result, Haitian 
vodouists have long felt compelled 
to disguise their beliefs.

Last week, as tens of thou - 
sands of Haitians throughout the 
country participated in the pilgrim 
age of Calvaire Miracle (Cav-

RITE ON: Haiti s new religion

airy Miracle), they finally had something to cheer 
about. Now, says houngan Max Beauvoir from 
Port - au - Prince, the millions who practice vodou 
at the country's 50,000 temples will feel more free 

to “come out into the open." Beauvoir hopes 
that vodou might even “play a larger 

role in reconstructing” Haiti. After 
all, even though Haiti has neither 
an economy worth speaking of 
nor a functioning democracy, the 
world's first independent black 

republic finally has a religion it can 
proudly call its own.

- J A N E  REGAN

$ 2 0 0  m il lio n  was donated over his lifetime by the 
late philanthropist and oil tycoon John Paul Getty Jr.

I R A Q

Where’s the 
Wealth?

A S A YOUNG MAN,
Barzan al-Tikriti was 
“excessively violent 

and lazy,” say U.S. officials. As 
chief spy for his half-brother 
Saddam Hussein in the early 
1980s, Barzan’s name was syn
onymous with cruelty: intelli
gence reports say he drank beer 
while watching prisoners being 
tortured. Later, Barzan alleged
ly became the Tikriti clan’s chief 
money washer. The Bush ad
ministration hopes his capture 
last week, along that of former 
Iraqi finance minister Hikmat 
Mizban Al-Azzawi, will lead to 
millions of dollars in Iraqi 
wealth stolen by Saddam— 
which the U.S. hopes to spend 
on rebuilding Iraq.

After serving as head of Iraqi 
intelligence in the mid-1980s, 
Barzan became Iraq’s ambas
sador to U.N. agencies based in 
Geneva. While there, he worked 
with European business con
tacts to set up a network of com
panies and bank accounts 
through which plundered Iraqi 
government and oil money was 
laundered, U.S. investigators 
believe. During the first Gulf 
War, then President George 
H.W. Bush launched a hunt for 
Saddam’s hidden treasure. But 
after freezing more than $1 bil
lion in Western bank accounts, 
the U.S. gave up the search after 
the 1991 war ended.

Administration officials sus
pect large sums of illicit Iraqi 
money have moved through 
Syria, which for years helped 
Saddam’s government evade 
U.N. sanctions by operating a 
black market in Iraqi oil. Inter
national oil traders have also 
talked of illicit kickbacks paid 
to secret bank accounts in Jor
dan. U.S. officials note that Am-

PAPER  WORTH: Washington 
wants to find Saddam’s billions

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: LEFTERIS PITARAKIS-AP, 
KAMRAN JEBREILI—AP, REUTERS, FERNANDO LLANO-AP, KRT

HAITI That Vodou That You Do

Perhaps the beleaguered Haitian government 
is praying for whatever help it can get. Ear
lier this month, Port-au-Prince officially 

declared vodou a religion for the first time. Its 
priests (houngans) and priestesses (mambos) can 
now perform marriages, baptisms and other rites. 
“People say Haitians are 70 percent Catholic, 30 
percent Protestant and 100 percent vodouist,” 
announced Minister of Culture Lilas Desquiron. 
“Vodou is the basis of all Haitian culture."

Haiti’s historical relationship with vodou (often 
incorrectly spelled voodoo) has long been sensa
tionalized, misunderstood and even denied. 
Throughout Haitian history, the powerful Roman

man allowed Iraq’s biggest fi
nancial institution, the 
Rafidain Bank, to continue op
erating despite sanctions.

Investigators believe Barzan, 
Saddam and other family mem
bers still have large sums squir
reled away. A December 2001 
report by private detectives Kroll 
Associates U.K. alleged that mil
lions in Al-Tikriti assets were 
being handled by Iraqi and Ira
nian businessmen in Switzer
land (though a Kroll 
spokeswoman said that an alle
gation in the document that an 
Iraqi family in Switzerland con
trolled a $41.6 billion Saddam 
family “pension fond portfolio”

was “a typo”—the figure should 
have been $ 1.6 billion). U.S. of
ficials say that some Swiss- 
based financiers identified in the 
report are under American 
scrutiny. Among them are the 
Bakhtiar brothers, two Iranian- 
born traders who reportedly 
were treated by Saddam as 
“adopted sons.” One brother, 
Bahman Bakhtiar, confirmed 
meeting Saddam during the 
1970s, but told NEWSWEEK 
his family stopped all business 
dealings in Iraq in 1990. An an
ti-Saddam group called “Indict” 
has asked Swiss authorities to 
charge Barzan with war crimes. 
Officials in Bern declined to 
investigate, but did cancel 
Barzan’s Swiss visa last October.

-M A R K H O S E N B A L L

FIDEL: The 
heavy hand 
is felt again

manding the release of 75 
Cuban dissidents who were ar
rested last month and sentenced 
to lengthy prison terms on dubi
ous charges of collaborating 
with Washington. Instead the

regime received a slap on the 
wrist, a resolution calling on 
Havana to allow a special inves
tigator to visit the island.

In response, the Bush ad
ministration is reportedly con
sidering a number of steps 
aimed at punishing Havana; 
among the measures under dis
cussion are the suspension of 
direct charter flights between 
U.S. cities and Cuba and new 
restrictions on the transfer of 
cash payments to friends and 
family members still living on 
the island. But a less noted and 
equally important outcome of 
the Geneva vote is a growing 
discontent among some Cuban- 
American congressmen with 
Secretary of State Colin Powell 
and his diplomatic corps. These 
Republican lawmakers say that 
Washington should have lob
bied harder within the U.N. hu
man rights panel for the dissi
dents’ release. “The defeat of 
the amendment demonstrated 
a profound lack of interest, 
seriousness and rigor on the 
part of the U.S. State Depart
ment and its bureaucrats,” said 
Florida Congressman Lincoln 
Diaz-Balart in a written state
ment. No matter the new bat
tles on the global stage, the 
cold war still boils on both 
sides of the Florida Straits.

- JO S E P H  CO NTRERAS

P S Y O P

Hip-Hop Hussein?

Br it is h  a n d  a m e r i- 
can intelligence agen
cies are falling over 

themselves to avoid taking 
credit for a rap-song parody 
lampooning Saddam Hussein 
that has been broadcast into 
Iraq by a clandestine radio sta
tion. The singer rhymes out a 
message in both English and 
Arabic to the tune of Coolio’s 
“Gangsta’s Paradise.” “If you 
don’t  like me, I kill you. I am 
Saddam,” he raps. “Smoking 
weed and getting high/I know 
the devil is by my side... My 
days are finished and I will 
die/AIl I need is chili fries.”

The rap has apparently been 
broadcast since early April. It 
was overheard and translated

by the BBC, which reported 
that the CIA was behind the 
spoof. But officials familiar 
with U.S. intelligence opera
tions told NEWSWEEK that the 
CIA was not involved. Some 
U.S. sources suggested the rap 
was perhaps the work of 
Britain’s own secret intelli
gence, M.I.6, which is 
renowned for psychological 
warfare. A British government 
spokeswoman said, “We don’t 
talk about intelligence matters.” 

Saddam is perfectly capable 
of spoofing himself. U.S. offi
cials note that during a referen
dum campaign last year the 
Iraqi dictator used Whitney 
Houston’s “I Will Always Love 
You” as his theme song: “If  I

U . S . - C U B A

Cold W ar'
Heats Up

Cuba’s f id e l  c a str o  
looked to have won one 
last week. In Geneva, at 
the annual meeting of the 53- 

member U.N. Human Rights 
Commission, Havana escaped 
an amend
ment de-
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should stay/I would only be in 
your way/So I’ll go ... We both 
know I’m not what you need.”

-S U Z A N N E  SM A LLE Y  and 
M ARK  H O SEN BALL

Plundering 
the Precious

A m o n g  t h  e  s c e n e s  
of chaos and looting 
that greeted the top

pling of Saddam Hussein’s 
regime in Iraq, one story stood 
out—the ransacking of the Na
tional Museum in Baghdad. 
The theft sparked outrage 
around the world—much of it 
directed at U.S. troops for not 
safeguarding the museum—as 
well as offers to help recover 
the missing treasures. NEWS- 
WEEK’s Malcolm Beith spoke 
to Philippe de Montebello, 
director of New York’s Metro

politan Museum of Art, about 
the pillaging and the potential 
for recovery:
How did you feel when you heard 
of the looting?
My initial reactions were of 
total helplessness, despair and 
anger.
What are the most important 
pieces taken so far?
There seem to be conflicting re
ports. It would seem now that a 
number of vitrines that were 
photographed as empty were 
empty before the looters got 
there, that perhaps some of this 
material was put out of harm’s 
way in bank vaults. Clearly a 
great deal has been lost and tak
en, but how much, I don’t know. 
There are reports that profession
al criminal gangs were involved. 
Do we really believe that three 
dozen multibillionaire recluses 
are building châteaux 
somewhere in South America 
waiting to fill them with this 
stuff and were prescient 
enough to order it in advance?

RANSACKED: How much human history has been lost in Baghdad?

It’s science fiction.
Can such stolen works even find 
a market?
There is no market. The value 
is cultural and spiritual. They 
talk about the billions of dol
lars. What billions? None of the 
museums are-buying, and if 
none of the major collectors are 
buying, we’re talking about ar- 
rowflints—we’re not talking 
about billions.
You have proposed an amnesty 
for the looters.
That is the only way. Nobody 
likes to compensate a thief, but 
are we thinking about punish

ment here or saving the her
itage of mankind?
Has such a deal ever been 
brokered before?
I don’t know. Fortunately, there 
haven’t been too many cases 
like this.
What about Afghanistan?
Kabul was very different. There 
was great loss as well, but you 
didn’t have as much looting as 
you had calculated destruction. 
Do you think anything will be done 
to prevent this in the future?
I am both a realist and a stu
dent of history. Mankind has 
never learned from history.

P E R S P E C T I V E S

“This is really sand in our eyes.”
Unnamed U.S. official, on North Korea’s announcement, days before multilateral talks were scheduled, that it would start reprocessing spent plutonium

“N o to America, no to 
Saddam , our revolution is 
Islamic.” Iraqi demonstrators 
chanting outside a Sunni Muslim 
mosque in Baghdad

“It was like a horrible 
nightm are. I th o ugh t I 
w ould wake up  ou t o f  this. 
I felt em otionally raped.” 
Family member of a deceased 
65-year-o ld  Muslim woman, 
on discovering that her corpse, 
which laid overnight in a British 
morgue, was covered with bacon

“I f  you pu t a lo t o f  men in  a pub  environm ent and there  
is beer and m arbles, w hat are they going to  choose?” World 
Marbles Championship spokeswoman Julia McCarthy-Fox, on the 
British team’s losing in the finals for the second year in a row to the 
Germans. The event was held in a pub.

“We hun ted  them  w ith 
rocks, as Stone Age as 
tha t sounds.” Cpi. Joshua 
Wicksell, on the gazelles he 
and his Marine squadron have 
begun eating in place of their 

military rations

“You’re talking to a 
w orking actor. I f  they 
w ant an  old man w ith 
sloppy speech, they 
come to me. I have a 
monopoly.” Octogenarian 
Kirk Douglas, on whether

his having suffered a stroke has affected his acting career

“I w an t to go hom e. But m y spirit is unbroken. Things 
m ust get better soon.” Message in a bottle penned by two 
concentration-camp inmates and left inside a wall in Berlin 59 years 
ago. The bottle was recently unearthed by construction workers.
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When Japan vacated 
Korea in 1945, the 
fading empire left 
behind a number of 
its precious artworks. 

For the first time a rare assortment of those 
forgotten pieces—which had been sitting in 
Seoul for nearly 60 years—is on display in 
Tokyo. The Japanese Modern Art Collection 
from the National Museum of Korea contains 
70 works from the 197 pieces originally 
collected by Yi Un, the last prince of Korea’s 
Choson dynasty. During the occupation, 
Japan forced Yi to buy modern Japanese 
art for a palace in Seoul, while demanding 
he push Korea’s homegrown work aside.
The order was meant to underscore how 
“Korea [was] the past and Japan the pres
ent,” says the exhibition’s catalog.

Largely made up of wartime paintings 
and crafts, the show fills in gaps in the 
careers of some of Japan’s most renowned 
and beloved artists, like folk painter 
Kiyotaka Kaburaki. A hidden gem from 
Nampu Katayama, “Trout Net,” shows a school

LEFT BEHIND: Japanese modern art sent 
to Korea in the 1930s, now in Tokyo

of fish caught amid gorgeous gold and white 
waves. Other decorative paintings feature 
beautiful women in kimonos, a once popular 
style now long out of vogue.

Though a thorny reminder of post

colonial tensions, Yi's co llec
tion symbolizes how far the 
relationship between the fwo 
nations has come. The ex
hibit received a “surprisingly 
warm reception” when 
it debuted in Seoul last year, 
says Junichi Takeuchi, the 
director of the University 
Arts Museum in Tokyo. Yes, 
there were speed bumps on 
the way—like its postpone
ment after South Korea 
accused Japan of glossing 
over the military occupation 
in school textbooks in 2001. 
But viewers will find it both 

esthetically and 
historica lly com
pelling, proof of 
the transcendent 
power of art over 
even history’s 
darkest chapters.

-K A Y  ITOI

is just as important as the 
message. Whether Washing
ton will appreciate the humor 
is, of course, another story.

-S T E F A N  THEIL

D E S I G N

The Germ an Way

IN GERMANY, WHERE
gloom and anger over Ameri
ca’s willingness to wage war 

still simmers, a handful of artists 
are telling their compatriots to 
lighten up. Not that these fash
ion designers, painters and pho
tographers are any less opposed 
to the idea of the United States’ 
wielding its military muscle 
around the world. They just be
lieve that the peace movement’s 
message—preachy and self- 
righteous—is none too fashion
able and a little stale.

Take the Hamburg artists’ 
cooperative Eltemhaus, 
Maegde und Knechte. The 
group released a collection of 
limited-edition clothing items 
with quirky antiwar slogans. 
Designed as “art you can wear,” 
the clothes include a T shirt im
printed with the art nouveau 
Axis of Evil: IRAN IRAQ IKEA. 
(The shirts were pulled from 
the shelves last week after its

makers, surprised by the all the 
media attention, realized Ikea’s 
lawyers might not like the com
pany identified as a potential 
target for B-52s.) “One of the 
things we’re trying to show is 
that you can have a sense of hu
mor, be intelligent and still be 
opposed to war,” says painter 
Tetjus Tiigel, cofounder of the 
Hamburg co-op.

The audience—mostly 
young cosmopolitans turned 
offby the peaceniks’ no-style 
grubby image—seems to appre
ciate the lighter tone. Berlin 
photographer Daniel Josef- 
sohn’s offbeat jab at America’s 
high-tech Star Wars military— 
with two models dressed in 
boxers and storm-trooper hel
mets—received enough recog
nition to be included in a 
contemporary German photo
graphy exhibit at the National 
Library in Prague. Painter 
turned fashion designer Kirstin

Palz, who now hawks Coali
tion combat jackets embroi
dered with silk antiwar im
agery, says that for these 
urbanites, the style of the art
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M IC H A E L CHABON

PULITZER PRIZE- 
winning novel
ist Michael 
Chabon recently 
edited the new 

short-story anthology 
“McSweeney’s Mammoth 
Treasury of Thrilling Tales.” 
n e w s w e e k ’s Susannah 
Meadows spoke to Chabon 
about his own “thrilling” tale.
I don’t usually think of short sto
ries as “thrilling.” What got you 
interested in stories with scary, 
exciting plots, surprise endings 
and so forth?
I had this decisive experience 
of reading for one of the annual 
short-story prize collections, 
and stupidly not getting around 
to it until three days before I 
had to have them all read. So I 
read all of these short stories in 
one big gulp.
And you wanted to shoot yourself.
Completely. I had already been 
having this growing sense of 
dissatisfaction with my own 
work, and sort of knowing why 
but not exactly. This really 
crystallized it for me. I sense a 
kind of malaise with the tradi
tional short story.
In other words, the conventional 
literary short story is boring.
I’m not saying that I’m sick to 
death of short stories with 
epiphanies. I went back to my 
old anthologies and looked at 
the classic short stories from 
Edgar Allan Poe forward. What 
I saw was horror and ghost sto
ries and science fiction, and it 
started me thinking, “Well, 
what about all that? Why aren’t 
we doing this anymore?” This 
is good stuff. It was good then. 
It’s still good. Things certainly 
haven’t gotten any less weird, 
horrifying, strange or fantastic.

No Smoking! It’s the Law!

Fo r e ig n e r s  v is it in g  n e w  y o r k  a r e  
always surprised by the platoons of 
people lurking in the doorways and out

side office buildings, furtively puffing cigarettes 
even in appalling weather. Now comes Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, who has just signed the 
toughest anti-smoking law in the world. Not 
content with the punitive taxes that have driven 
a pack of Marlboros to more than $7-50, the 
mayor and the city council have just outlawed 
smoking in all workplaces and public spaces, 
including restaurants, bars and nightclubs.

The skulkers in drafty doorways may thus 
be joined by affluent investment bankers in 
bow ties, who can no longer seek refuge in their 
oak-paneled lounges to enjoy a discreet cigar in 
a plush leather armchair—because the ban ex
tends to the sanctuary of private clubs as well. 
An Englishman’s club may be his castle, but the 
New Yorker’s is now a smoke-free zone.

Europeans, especially, make fun of the ban. 
But really, Bloomberg’s got a point. It’s nice 
not to be choking on sec-

bad and stupid, but I can’t help myself.” The 
educational system has confirmed negative 
attitudes in the younger generation, much to 
the discomfiture of some adults. “I remember 
having to hide my cigarettes from my parents,” 
one friend ruefully remarks. “Now I have to 
hide them from my kids.” One day her 10-year- 
old son flung her cigarettes out the window.
“I don’t  want you to die,” he wailed. My friend 
was nonplussed. “Find me a mother with a 
good answer to that,” she says.

It’s been difficult in recent years to venture 
into the stairwells of many office buildings be
cause of the reek from cigarettes smoked sur
reptitiously by addicts who didn’t have the time 
to go outdoors. For eight years now New York
ers have been able legally to light up only in 
bars, in designated smoking areas at airports 
and railway stations and in restaurants with 
fewer than 35 seats. Those exceptions have 
ended with the new law. Open spaces—outdoor 
cafés, rooftop restaurants, terraces—are still 

exempt, however. There’s also 
always the privacy of your own 
home, though the last is by no 
means a guaranteed haven. A 
New York City co-op recently 
threatened to evict an apartment 
owner because his smoking was 
seeping under his neighbors’

I do too often when trav
eling. What about New Yorkers’ long-held 
right to do themselves harm? Not when it en
dangers others, retorts Hizzoner, who gave up 
smoking two decades back but reportedly cele
brated a daughter’s birthday five years ago at 
the City Wine and Cigar Company. The link 
between tobacco and cancer is well estab
lished, and those willful enough (or dumb 
enough) to risk their own lives have no right 
to impose their vice on others.

The ban comes at a time when disapproval 
o f smoking is virtually unanimous, even 
among smokers. Most who still puff do so in a 
combination of guilt and self-destructive defi
ance, as if to say, “l know what I’m doing is

doors and through their vents. In time-honored 
American fashion, he’s suing his co-op board. 
His neighbors await the verdict with (forgive 
me) bated breath.

What next? Already, illegal underground 
“smoking bars” are popping up surreptitious
ly in trendier downtown neighborhoods, not 
unlike the famous speak-easies during Prohi
bition. But personally, I’m betting on another 
turn of the screw in the great anti-tobacco 
crusade: a ban on smoking in the great out
doors. Why should people trying to enjoy the 
fresh air in Central Park have to have other 
people’s smoke in their noses as they take a 
walk? After all, this is New York. We never 
know when to stop.
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Smugness Is Our 
Greatest Enemy
BY JONATHAN ALTER

I
 KNOW IT’S A COMMON COMPLAINT, BUT WHY CAN’T PEOPLE EVER 
admit that their side might be wrong? The doves can’t admit they 
were wrong about the rightness of freeing 24 million Iraqis, however 
chaotic the aftermath. And the hawks can’t admit that they are wrong 

about the go-it-alone occupation, including a boneheaded Pentagon 
decision I came across that helped open the door for the looting of

some of civilization’s treasures. Both sides 
are more dug in than the Third Infantry 
Division at Baghdad International 
Airport.

Let’s be clear about the doves. They 
never said the United States wouldn’t  win 
militarily; their objection was based on 
other factors (rejection of “preventive” war, 
botched diplomacy, etc.). And they may be 
proved right: history’s jury will be out a 
long time. Even so, I can’t get over how 
churlish the left has become. When did the 
liberals take the “lib” out of liberation? This 
was a totalitarian regime we’re talking 
about, with a boot on the face of the Iraqi 
people. The same folks who led the charge 
against fascism in Europe; who rightly 
spoke up against the U.S. government 
about “disappearances” in El Salvador and 
Guatemala; who carried high the banner of 
human rights—now they yawn at revela
tions of mass graves in Iraq and argue that 
the Iraqis will be no better off than before.
Freedom’s just another word that liberals 
have figured out how to lose.

The explanation is partly partisan poli
tics. Many Democrats are so blinded by 
their loathing of George W. Bush that they 
can’t think straight. In their hearts, they 
don’t see Bush as the legitimately elected 
president, just as Tom DeLay and the 
right-wing attack machine tried to deny 
President Clinton’s legitimacy from the 
outset, without even a Florida rationale. In 
both cases, this thinking can take you right 
over the cliff. (See Gingrich, N.)

Today too many Democrats are playing 
Charlie Brown to Bush’s Lucy. Just as they 
started talking about a quagmire, the war 
was won. Next football to be snatched

TRIUMPHAL: Franks arriving in Baghdad

were the pigs in George Orwell’s “Animal 
Farm” celebrating their revolution by mov
ing into the farmer’s house. Doesn’t look 
too good to the other animals—or the Iraqi 
people. Gens. Douglas MacArthur and Lu- 
cien Clay took great pains to understand 
Japanese and German society before ad
ministering their occupations. This crowd 
is more Kiplingesque.

Smugness can kill. It may be satisfying 
to say “Screw you” to the United Nations, 
and the United States got away with it 
during the war. But in an occupation, it’s 
not smart. Isn’t it about time the DOD 
started playing some defense? Which is 
the more likely target of suicide bombers: 
a barracks full o f American soldiers or a 
barracks full of peacekeepers—including 
Muslim troops—from around the world? 
You’d think we could figure out how to run 
the occupation without presenting such 
a fat target.

In short, the fighting was brilliant; the 
immediate “follow-on” a failure. Donald 
Rumsfeld was right to have a light, speedy 
war plan. Another division wasn’t neces
sary. But the “retired officers embedded in 
TV studios” (to quote our draft-deferment 
vice president about former generals Bar
ry McCaffrey and Wesley Clark, who have 
four Silver Stars between them) were not 
entirely wrong. I learned last week that 
many Army officers wanted to airlift in 
3,000 MPs (military police) from Europe 
to protect supply lines and police Bagh-

Today, many Democrats are playing Charlie 
Brown to Bush’s Lucy. Just as they were 
talking about a quagmire, the war was won.
away: WMD. At the precise moment this 
week or next that the liberals proclaim that 
Iraq has no chemical weapons after all, 
they’ll finally turn up in Syria or some 
bunker. Promise. Republicans, meanwhile, 
remind me of Chris Rock’s foe in “Head of 
State.” His slogan is “God Bless America— 
and no place else.” Ari Fleischer says the 
White House can’t keep the Rev. Franklin 
Graham, who has called Islam “a very evil 
and wicked religion,” from performing 
Good Friday services in Baghdad and try
ing to Christianize the country. How about 
a phone call from his good friend the presi
dent (at whose Inaugural he spoke) ?

Then there are those images all over the 
Arab world of Gen. Tommy Franks & Co. 
smoking cigars and getting comfortable in 
Saddam’s presidential palace, as if  they

dad. That would have aided the drive to 
the capital and helped to protect institu
tions like hospitals and museums once 
forces arrived there. As it was, the main 
hospital wasn’t even secured until an offi
cer was alerted to the looting by New 
Yorker reporter Jon Lee Anderson.

But Rumsfeld apparently decided: no 
MPs. The European MPs would have had 
to be replaced by reservists. And if more 
reservists had been called up in the m id
dle of the war, it would have reinforced 
the criticism that Rumsfeld hadn’t sent 
enough troops. When the real history is 
written, we may find out that some of 
the world’s oldest treasures were lost to 
looters in part because someone at the 
Pentagon suffers from the oldest of 
human sins—pride.
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A t the Iraqi Intelligence 
Service, a m an w alked 
up  w ith  a grim y sack o f 
docum ents and  tapes. 
‘Tell the  w orld  w hat 
happened  here,’ he said.

BY M ELIN D A LIU, 
R O D N O R D LA N D  
AND EVAN TH O M A S

Af t e r  9-i i, a s  
talk of war 
against Iraq 
picked up in 
Washington,

the Iraqi Intelligence Service 
(IIS) became jittery. On Oct. 
29, 2002, a memo from 
Directorate 14 (in charge of 
special operations and “wet 
work” like assassinations) 
reported that “one of our 
sources in the United States, 
with a high level of reliabili
ty, says the CIA and the
so-called opposition have a joint plan to 
bring ‘quislings’ to Iraq from the north and 
south to gather information and await 
future missions. Our informant will be 
one of them.” The memo suggests, 
disturbingly, that Saddam had a mole 
somewhere inside U.S. intelligence.

Did he? Might he still? As the CIA’s leg
endary mole hunter James Jesus Angleton 
once said, espionage is a “wilderness of 
mirrors,” not least within spy services 
themselves, so it is hard to know. IIS 
agents routinely recycled old newspaper 
clips from foreign media and passed them 
off as secret reports from “informants of 
high reliability.” In a mid-2002 memo, the 
IIS chief reported that Saddam himself 
had ordered “a reassessment of our people

For daily updates from reporters____
in Iraq, Syria and the Mirloast, go___
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abroad because information that the 
stations overseas send in are all in the 
public domain or from the media.”

Like the Nazis and all good totalitarians, 
Saddam’s Baathist henchmen kept records. 
Last week, at the Baghdad headquarters of 
the Mukhabarat, the secret police, an Iraqi 
man went up to photographers from

Ne w s w e e k  and the Los Angeles Times 
carrying a bulging, grimy white rice sack. 
“Tell the world what happened here,” he 
said. Inside were more than 200 cassette 
tapes, videos and passports, photographs 
and negatives, CDs and floppy disks, as 
well as a fat binder thick with documents 
addressed TO THE DIRECTOR GENERAL

OF THE IRAQI INTELLIGENCE SERVICE.
The contents o f the bag from the 

Mukhabarat do not reveal any smoking 
guns—no assassination plots against 
President George W. Bush or links to 
A1 Qaeda or hidden locations of chemical

The p o l i t i c a l  
c e l l  b l o c k s  s t a n d  
empt,y. A t  Abu 
G-hura\/b ( a b o v e ) ,  
c o n v o y s  o f  b u s e s  
h a u l e d  i n m a t e s  
away a t  t h e  
s t a r t  o f  t h e  
w a r .  No one h a s  
s e e n  them s i n c e .

or biological weapons. But the tapes and 
documents, as well as other Baath Party 
papers now coming to light, do offer 
fascinating evidence of the ways Saddam 
ruled by torture and terror, how bun
gling and inept his regime could be, and

why his evil empire was rotten at the core.
While NEWSWEEK’s Melinda Liu was 

analyzing the IIS documents in Baghdad, 
Rod Nordland was piecing together anoth
er part of the Saddam story from both 
Baath Party documents and interviews in 
the southern city of Basra. One former 
prisoner he talked to, Anwar Abdul Razak, 
remembers when a surgeon kissed him on 
each cheek, said he was sorry and cut his 
ears off. Razak, then 21 years old, had 
been swept up during one of Saddam 
Hussein’s periodic crackdowns on desert
ers from the Army. Razak says he was in
nocently on leave at the time, but no mat- 

I ter; he had been seized by some Baath 
Party members who earned bounties for 

f catching Army deserters. At Basra Hos- 
|  pital, Razak’s ears were sliced off with- 
i out painkillers. He said he was thrown 

into jail with 750 men, all with bloody 
I stumps where their ears had been. 

“They called us Abu [Arabic for father] 
Earless,” recalls Razak, whose fiancée 
left him because of his disfigurement.

No one is sure how many men 
were mutilated during that particular 
spasm of terror, but from May 17 to 
19, 1994, all the available surgeons 
worked shifts at all of Basra’s major 
hospitals, lopping off ears. (One doc
tor who refused was shot.) Today, Dr. 
Jinan al-Sabagh, an administrator at 
Basra Teaching Hospital, insists that 
the victims numbered only “70 or 

80,” but he’d prefer not to talk about it. He 
says the ear-chopping stopped before his 
own surgery rotation came up. “I want to 
forget about all this. I vowed I would never 
do it. I said I am a surgeon, not a butcher,” 
he told Ne w s w e e k . He may be forced to 
remember. At Baath Party headquarters in 
Basra, once secret documents are floating 
around the trashed courtyard. They include 
receipts of sums paid to party thugs who 
rounded up Army deserters for a fee.

America wants to bring liberty and 
democracy to Iraq. But first the Iraqis will 
have to come to terms with the legacy of 
fear Saddam created, and regain the 
humanity that was frightened and beaten 
out of them by three decades of grotesque 
misrule. No wonder Iraqi looters torched 
and sacked the National Library and stole 
their nation’s antiquities from the National 
Museum. They had lived all or most o f their 
lives in a world where neighbors informed 
on each other for cash; where torturers 
multiplied their salaries each time they

After his arrest on trumped-up charges by bounty-seeking 
Baathists, Razak’s ears were sliced off without painkillers
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K i t s c h y  f a n t a s y  a r t  l i n e d  t h e  
; w a l l s  o f  a t  l e a s t  one o f  Saddam ’ s 

B aghdad s a f e  h o u s e s ,  w h i c h  U . S .  
s o l d i e r s  c a l l e d  t h e  ‘ l o v e  s h a c k ’

extracted a confession; where police made 
only $4 a month for catching crooks but 
could earn lavish bonuses by imprisoning 
people for their thoughts and words.

It is hard to measure the depth of Sad
dam’s wickedness or the devastation he 
wreaked. In Baghdad last week, silent fami
lies wandered through Saddam’s jails and 
dungeons, looking for long-lost loved ones. 
They were convinced there had to be an 
underground prison, somewhere. But the 
jails were empty. At the Abu Ghurayb

Prison, neighbors had witnessed convoys of 
buses carrying prisoners away before the 
first American bombs began to fall. Where 
to? No one seemed to know.

The Iraqi regime was armed with com
peting tools of espionage and terror. The 
IIS was once regarded as the Baath Party 
gestapo, a fearsome collection of assassins 
and spies. But trusting no one, Saddam 
over time established rival agencies, like the 
supersecret Special Security (SS) Organi
zation, run by son Qusay and believed to be

the keeper of Saddam’s 
weapons of mass destruc
tion. Judging from the docu
ments in the grimy sack, the 

IIS became a gang of corrupt and some
what incompetent thugs, more interested 
in pocketing bribes than stealing American 
secrets or spreading terror abroad. If the 
Nazis represented, in Hannah Arendt’s 
phrase, “the banality of evil,” the IIS often 
seemed to embody the stupidity of evil.

The director of the IIS, Tahir Jalil Hab
bush, comes across in the papers examined 
by Ne w s w e e k  as an exasperated bureau
crat. He chastises his supposedly secret 
agents for showing off their firearms and IDs 
(the better to shake down frightened

citizens). He has to send out memos 
reminding the secret service of the most 
elemental tradecraft, such as “not mention
ing informants’ names when sending corre
spondence.” He rails against Iraqi spies who 
tried to monitor Turkish commercial compa
nies but “couldn’t use the companies’ com
puters, so they failed.” IIS spies have to be 
sternly reminded not to take home comput
ers “to surf the Internet and send e-mails, lest 
highly classified information leak out.” He 
scolds IIS agents who are amusing them

selves by making harassing phone calls. The 
problem: more and more Iraqi citizens have 
Caller ID on their phones, and they are phon
ing the IIS to complain.

At one point, the harried IIS director ap
pears to lose his composure altogether. The 
occasion was a meeting of agents to discuss 
surveillance of anti-Saddam religious 
groups in January 2002. Habbush demand
ed to know more about the threat from fun
damentalist Wahhabis and the Iran-based 
Shiite opposition group, A1 Dawa. The

agents fumbled about with 
“weak and incomplete an
swers,” according to a memo 
written by Habbush’s deputy. 
At that point the director “got 
angry and stormed out of the 
meeting ... because nobody 
there knew the last thing about 
intelligence work.”

The IIS’s once vaunted net
work of international agents 
apparently atrophied over 
time. An evaluation of the IIS 
stations in Paris, Rome and 
Athens for the first half of 
2002 rates them all “zero” for 
intelligence gathering and 
counterespionage.

Part of the IIS’s problem 
may have been meddling 

from the top. At one point, a senior IIS di
rector distributed a memo to all agents 
and directors instructing them —and their 
families and relatives—to buy up copies of 
“Zabibah and the King,” a novel written by 
Saddam. On another occasion, a memo 
from Saddam’s personal secretary an
nounces that Saddam himself has learned 
that, right after 9-11, the French Embassy 
in Baghdad alerted its personnel to be 
ready to evacuate as soon as the U.S. at
tacks began. “But it was a deceptive order 
intended to mislead people,” Saddam’s 
secretary announces. Attached (by a 
sewing pin; the Iraqis suffered from a pa
per-clip shortage) is a snitch report from 
an Iraqi married to a French citizen, giv
ing the password to flee {“regrouper,” 
French for “to group together”). But Sad
dam’s secretary concludes the warning 
was all a ruse because, as the memo puts 
it, “Now it’s already September 2002 and 
nothing bad has emerged from the land of 
evil.” Rather than contradict their leader’s 
wishful thinking, the drones at the IIS con
firmed it. Some IIS officials scoffed at re
ports that the CLA was recruiting Iraqi mili
tary officers to foment rebellion, even 
though the reports were true. “American 
media is making exaggerated threats 
against Sakr Kurish [Saddam’s code name: 
Sakr means “hawk” and Kurish is an an
cient clan descended from the Prophet 
Muhammad] to cover up for U.S. failure in 
Afghanistan. America will not execute any 
plan against Iraq lest they wind up with an
other Afghanistan,” reported the IIS Bu
dapest station in January 2002.

The corruption inside the IIS was typical

Rather than contradict their leader’s wishful thinking, the IIS 
drones confirmed it, scoffing at threats of a U.S. invasion
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of Saddam’s police state. There may have 
been a time, decades ago, when the follow
ers of the Baath Party were animated by 
Arab nationalism and socialist utopianism. 
But by the 1990s, money and fear were Sad
dam’s only real motivators. At the Mother of 
All Battles provincial party headquarters in 
Basra, a thoroughgoing system to make re
pression pay was meticulously document
ed. In the last days before the city fell, the 
party attempted to remove the paperwork, 
filling a truck container (disguised with Red 
Cross and Red Crescent stickers) with 
incriminating materials. But there was 
nowhere to run, and now the contents spill

into the courtyard, where looters and scav
engers pick through the debris.

Am o n g  t h e  s c r a p s  a r e  r e - 
ceipts for enforcing Saddam’s 
reign of terror: payments to 
party members for catching 
Army deserters, to policemen 
for arresting political dissi

dents, to informants for betraying their 
neighbors. The victims were well aware of 
the system. “If they took a person to jail, the 
informer got 25,000 dinars [about $10],” 
says Rassin al Issa, 35, from the town of 
Abu Khassib near Basra. Issa was picked up

during the 1999 Shiite uprising, when 
Baath Party members hunting for traitors 
were ordered to fill quotas. Issa was one of 
300 rounded up from his town. “They just 
took me because I refused to join the Baath 
Party,” he told NEWSWEEK.

As part of the prison routine, Issa was 
tortured daily, sometimes twice a day. Bat
tery acid was spilled on his feet, which are 
now deformed. With his hands bound be
hind his back, he was hanged by his wrists 
from the ceiling until his shoulders dislo
cated; he still cannot lift his hands above 
his head. The interrogators’ goal: “They 
just wanted me to say I was plotting against

One memo directed all agents— and their relatives—to buy 
copies of ‘Zabibah and the King,’ a novel written by Saddam
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the Baath Party, so they could take me and 
execute me. If they got a confession, they 
would get 100,000 dinars [roughly $40].”

It didn’t take much to wind up in a tor
ture chamber. Policeman Majid al Halaf, 33, 
says he was arrested for firing his gun into 
the air at a wedding celebration. For three 
months, the local Baathists tried to make 
him confess he was an enemy of the party. 
They applied electric shocks—using wires 
from a hand-cranked generator—to various 
body parts including his genitals. Unable to 
break him, the Baathists finally let him go. 
“Afterward, they just said, ‘Sorry’,” says Ha
laf, who went back to police work.

The cost of freedom was steep. Ghaleb

Kubba was something of a novelty in Sad
dam’s Iraq, wealthy and prosperous, but 
still not a party member. The owner of a 
couple of banks and proprietor of the local 
Pepsi bottling factory in Basra, Kubba says 
he spent more money every month paying 
off the Baathists than he did on his monthly 
payroll for all his businesses. The Baathists 
would routinely stop by with their guns 
drawn and their hands out. “We’d see the 
AK-47s coming and we’d get the money 
out,” says Kubba.

Arresting Kubba’s accountant was seen 
as a moneymaking opportunity for the par
ty’s avaricious hacks. Nizar Abdul Razak 
was swept up in the same trawl for deserters

that caught his cousin Anwar in May 1994. 
Like Anwar, Razak was to have his ears cut 
off. Kubba couldn’t stop the maiming, but 
he was able to dicker. “We paid a lot of mon
ey in bribes, so they would cut off only half 
of Nizar’s ear,” Kubba told NEWSWEEK. 
“One million dinars [then about $10,000], 
and they let it be done with painkillers.” 
Nizar Razak’s surgeon (a different one from 
the doctor who mutilated his cousin Anwar) 
kissed both his cheeks, apologized and 
sliced off only the lower earlobe, before 
moving on to the next victim.

Kubba’s money insulated his family 
from mayhem, but it did not shield 
him from witnessing the almost casual

I R A N

Tehran’s agents have poured into southern Iraq, where 
anti -American sentiment is spreading among the Shiites

The Iranian Connection
BY SCOTT JOHNSON AND 
OWEN MATTHEWS

At first glance, Abdulaziz 
Hakim seems to be ex
actly the kind of friend 
George W. Bush needs 

in southern Iraq. The Shiite leader 
has spent decades fighting Sad - 
dam Hussein. On a visit to Wash
ington last August he met Dick 
Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld, 
who impressed him with their 
"good objectives.” He says he 
particularly liked the special room 
at the Pentagon where Muslims, 
Christians and Jews pray side by 
side. Above all, he says, he ap
preciates Americans’ sense of the 
sacred. "The Europeans don’t be
lieve in religion,” Hakim told 
NEWSWEEK last week in the city of 
Al Kut, 100 miles southeast of 
Baghdad. “Americans are best at 
believing in God.”

But can they trust Hakim? The 
smiling Iraqi commands the 
10,000 armed members of the 
Badr Brigades, the military wing 
of the Iranian-backed Supreme 
Council for the Islamic Revolution 
in Iraq (SCIRI). Hakim’s older 
brother, Ayatollah Mohamad Baqir 
al Hakim, 63, is head of the coun
cil, which boycotted last week’s 
U.S. -sponsored gathering of for

mer opposition leaders in An 
Nasiriya. Now the meeting’s or
ganizers are concerned that SCIRI 
may try to create an Iranian - style 
“Islamic republic” in Iraq. A wave 
of anti-American sentiment is 
spreading across the south, and 
U.S. officials are particularly wor
ried by the growing number of Ira
nian operatives pouring in. 
NEWSWEEK has learned that U.S. 
intelligence has tracked roughly a 
dozen Iranian agents directly from 
Tehran to Al Kut in the last month. 
“We're absolutely 100 percent

positive that there are Iranian 
operatives in town,” says one 
senior U.S. military intelligence 
officer. Several, he says, are 
known members of the Revolu
tionary Guards.

That could mean trouble. Re
formists in Tehran have urged the 
Hakim brothers to cooperate with 
other Iraqi groups in forming a 
new government. But the Revolu
tionary Guards likely have a dif
ferent agenda. SCIRI has been 
tightly linked with them ever since 
the Iran-Iraq war, when the Badr

Brigades fought on the Iranian 
side against Saddam Hussein. At 
present, U.S. officials believe that 
the Iranians in Al Kut are primarily 
intelligence operatives gathering 
information and possibly spread
ing propaganda. What really un
settles U.S. officials is the dawn
ing sense that the Iranians 
planned in advance to move in as 
soon as Saddam’s men were gone.

Now both Hakims are eager for 
the Americans to be gone as well. 
Ayatollah Hakim says SCIRI 
skipped the An Nasiriya meeting 
merely because “it wasn't neces
sary.” He insists he wants a 
democratic government in Iraq. 
Abdulaziz Hakim says the Badr 
Brigades are paving the way for 
his brother’s return. “They are a l
ready established in southern a r
eas, just as they have a presence 
in the north and even in Bagh
dad,” Hakim told NEWSWEEK. “In 
each town maybe there are thou
sands of people ready to hold 
arms and fight.”

Vast throngs of Shiites are ex
pected in the city of Karbala this 
week. The pilgrimage, one of the 
holiest events on their calendar, 
had been banned by the regime 
for the last quarter century. Nev
ertheless, the occasion may well 
be marked by noisy anti-U.S. 
protests. Last week a U.S. Marine 
officer stood on a rooftop in Al 
Kut, listening to the din of explod
ing rockets and ammunition from 
a house that had somehow caught 
fire nearby. “Smells like Beirut,” 
he said. That was another place 
where Americans thought they 
had friends.
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President Bashar Assad say 
they welcome a chance to en
gage the Bush administration, 
and look forward to Secretary 
of State Colin Powell’s upcom
ing visit to Damascus and oth - 
er Middle Eastern capitals, 
tentatively planned for early 
May. They also suggest that 
the seismic shift in the region 
could actually open the way 
for the young Syrian presi
dent, who inherited power 
from his father three years 
ago, to bringon long-antic i
pated political and economic 
reforms. In an ironic twist, 
Syria’s vulnerability could be
come Assad’s strength.

But the United States is 
vulnerable, too. It's big. It’s 
powerful. But it’s in Syria's 
neighborhood now. The last 
time it came, in Lebanon from

1982 to 1984, it left bloodied 
and bowed after a series of 
suicide bombings aimed at its 
diplomats and soldiers. Sev
eral of the powerful inte lli
gence chiefs around Assad 
today were at his father’s side 
then. By the time Syria occu - 
pied all of Lebanon in 1990, 
Washington almost welcomed 
the move. If fhe Bush admin
istration is not careful, its 
hopes and plans for the Arab- 
Israeli peace process and for a 
stable, secure, pro-American 
Iraq could be destroyed by 
new assassinations and new 
terror attacks.

That's why Zein Ali Othman 
and his buddies in Baalbek are 
important. Syria rarely uses its 
own people to wage covert 
war. Instead it's relied on 
groups with their own agen -

das—resisting Israeli occupa
tion, trying to overthrow rival 
Arab regimes, defending Is
lam—to carry on the fight 
against its rivals. As an ally of 
revolutionary Iran since 1980, 
Syria has especially close 
ties to Shiite Islamists like 
Hizbullah in Lebanon and sev
eral groups now itching to take 
power in Baghdad. Many of 
those organizations are a l
ready marching in Iraq’s 
streets to protest American 
occupation. And many others 
are waiting in the Bekaa Valley 
of Lebanon, site of ancient 
Roman ruins and modern 
terrorist-training camps, to 
answer the call to fight.

W ith  CH R ISTO PHER  D ICKEY in 
D am ascus  and M ARK  H O SEN BALL, 

DANIEL KLA ID M AN  and 
TAM ARA  U P P E R  in W ash ington

slaughter o f his people. Last week he 
recalled a “scene that haunts me still.” Kubba 
was driving his Mercedes through Basra’s 
Saad Square when he came upon some 600 
men who had been detained while police 
checked their IDs. According to Kubba, 
“Chemical Ali” Hassan al-Majid, Saddam’s 
half brother and the tyrant of southern 
Iraq, stopped and inquired, “No IDs? Just 
shoot them all.” Kubba watched as “they 
shot over 600 people in front of me.”

T HE FATES OF THOUSANDS OF 
others are buried in Saddam’s 
numerous prisons. One o f the 
most notorious was the IIS 
prison at Haakimiya, near a 
bustling commercial area in 
downtown Baghdad. A nondescript five- 

story building notable only by the extra 
barbed wire on the roof, the Haakimiya 
Prison is actually 10 stories. Belowground 
are interrogation cells where unspeakable 
horrors were committed. NEWSWEEK’s 
Liu, prowling the dank and empty halls, ran 
into a former inmate, Mohsen Mutar Ulga, 
34, who was searching for documents about 
his cousin, executed under Saddam. Ulga 
said he was sentenced to 12 years in jail for 
belonging to an armed religious group 
called “the revenge movement for Sadr,” re
ferring to a martyred Shiite cleric. He had 
been arrested with 19 others; the lucky ones 
were executed right away. The rest were tor
tured with electric cattle prods and forced to 
watch the prison guards gang-rape their 
wives and sisters. Some were fed into a ma
chine that looked like a giant meat cutter. 
“People’s bodies were cut into tiny pieces 
and thrown into the Tigris River,” said Ulga.

Ulga and the reporter silently walked 
through the darkened cells at Haakimiya, 
which was surprisingly clean, except for the 
graffiti on the walls. GOD I a s k  y o u r  m e r 
cy , scratched one prisoner who’d marked 42 
days on the walls. SAVE ME, MARY, im
plored another, presumably a Christian. IN 
MEMORY OF LUAY AND ABBAS WHO WERE 
t o r t u r e d , read another.

Quietly, Ulga began to talk again. He had 
first been imprisoned in the notorious Abu 
Ghurayb jail outside Baghdad. But when the 
United States attacked Afghanistan in the 
fall o f2001, he and the other prisoners were 
taken to an even worse prison in Ramadi. 
There, he lived with 28 other detainees in a 
nine-meter-square cell, dividing up 1.5 kilos 
of rice and porridge a day. “It was so 
cramped we couldn’t sleep on our backs, we 
had to sleep on our sides, like spoons. And 
they brought us polluted water to drink, so 
we all had diarrhea.” Ulga was released last 
fall during Saddam’s surprise general 
amnesty. “Most people don’t know that be-

S Y R I A

The Syrians know well the black art of terrorism. 
But they’ve also been key allies against Al Qaeda.

Syria has very close ties to Shiite Islamists like Hizbullah and 
several other groups now itching to take power in Baghdad

The Road to 
Damascus

BY TOM MASLANDAND  
RICHARD WOLFFE

The call went out 
from the mosques 
of Lebanon's 
Bekaa Valley as 

the Iraq war began: the time 
had come to defend Islam. 
And Zein Ali Othman an
swered. The unemployed 
38 -year- old veteran of the 
Lebanese Army, along with 
three others, was able, he 
said, to travel into Syria and 
across the country without 
stopping for the usual for
malities. At the desert fron - 
tier with Iraq, he claims, 
they boarded a convoy of 
Syrian food trucks guided 
by local Bedouins and 
headed to Baghdad. Two 
days later Othman rejoined 
some 200 other volunteers 
from the Bekaa in Iraq’s holy 
city of Najaf. A Shiite cleric 
gave them a choice. They 
could go fight the Ameri
cans or defend the shrines. 
Othman chose defense, and 
insists he never fired a shot. 
Most of those who chose to 
fight, he says, are dead.

Did Syrian agents fac ili
tate the volunteers’ odyssey 
to and from the Iraqi battle
field? Othman, now back in 
his hometown of Baalbek, 
refuses to talk about that. 
But Washington has plenty

to say on the matter. Re
peatedly last week, top U.S. 
officials, including Presi
dent Bush, accused Syria of 
aiding and abetting the now 
fallen regime of Saddam 
Hussein. Damascus was 
supposed to have given 
Iraqi thugs a haven. There 
were even suggestions that 
Syrian officials had helped 
to hide Saddam's thus-far 
undiscovered weapons of 
mass destruction.

U.S. intelligence agen
cies did not have much 
substantiation for those 
charges, just scraps of in 
formation “cherry-picked 
by the Pentagon,” as one 
officer put it. And Syrian of
ficials, appearing to be 
flabbergasted, denied them 
all. “If they want to target 
us, they can always find 
a pretext,” said Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman 
Bouthaina Shaaban. But if 
Damascus was caught off 
balance, that was just fine 
with Washington.

Many of Saddam's 
cronies clearly did hope 
they could escape to Da
mascus. “Our information 
was that people were get
ting ready to flee and head 
in that direction,” says a 
senior State Department 
official. But, perhaps be

cause of Washington’s stern 
warnings, the Syrians shut 
down the border. One of 
Saddam’s half brothers, 
Watban al-Tikriti, was 
caught on his way toward 
the Syrian frontier. Pales
tinian terrorist Abu Abbas, 
long sponsored by Saddam, 
reportedly was turned back 
to be arrested by American 
troops. Intelligence sources 
believe that a former top in 
telligence official, Farouq 
Hijazi, did manage to get to 
Syria. But Hijazi’s latest 
post was ambassador to 
Tunisia, and that’s appar
ently where he was when 
the war broke out. So his 
face wasn’t among the 
playing cards of wanted 
Iraqis that the United States 
put out, and he wasn't flee
ing from Iraq. U.S. officials 
are interested in locating 
Hijazi, in large part because 
he may have had a role in 
plotting the abortive 1993 
attack on former president 
George H.W. Bush.

On weapons of mass 
destruction, the adminis
tration managed a deft shift 
from the question of Sad
dam's phantom arsenal to a 
focus on longstanding con
cerns about Syria’s own 
chemical and biological 
programs. Charges that

Damascus has stockpiled 
sarin and other nerve 
agents are not new. Neither 
is American pressure on 
Syria to give them up. But 
this kind of muscle- 
flexing— and at such close 
quarters—certainly is.

Washington’s biggest 
concern, however, is Syrian 
support for terrorism. Few 
governments have more ex
perience in this black art. 
(Since the State Depart
ment first issued a list of 
states supporting terrorism 
in 1979, Syria’s been on it.) 
But the Syrian regime's 
style is not apocalyptic. It

aims to bleed its rivals in the 
region, not to bring on a war 
of civilizations. In fact, 
when it comes to fighting Al 
Qaeda, Washington and 
Damascus are on the same 
team. Last year, thanks to 
information provided by 
Syrian intelligence, the 
United States was able to 
foil a planned attack on the 
U.S. Navy's Administrative 
Support Unit (in effect, its 
headquarters) in Bahrain. 
According to U.S. officials, 
that Syrian tip saved a lot of 
American lives.

Damascus may do still 
more. Officials close to
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fore the amnesty, they executed 450 prison
ers so they would never go free,” said Ulga.

Saddam was a showman who preyed on 
human weakness—on greed, fear and envy— 
any way he could. Iraqis who struggled to sur
vive were constantly reminded of Saddam’s 
limitless power. His grossly opulent palaces 
lorded over squalid cities and towns the 
length and breadth of Iraq. In his hometown 
of Tikrit, every lamppost has a picture of Sad
dam attached: smiling in traditional Arab 
garb, in business suits or military uniforms. 
Saddam’s palace looks like a Babylonian ver
sion of Louis XIV’s Versailles. Saddam rarely 
stayed there. But the palace staff was ordered 
to prepare three sumptuous meals a day.

The exterior grandeur of many buildings 
is tempered by the baroque kitsch décor

inside: marble 
female figur
ines with falling robes, gold-handled toilet 
plungers. “This place is disgusting,” mut
tered a U.S. Marine, who had fought his way 
from Kuwait to Tikrit. “All the people we 
saw in the south were starving.”

More repulsive is the villa once occu
pied, or used, by Saddam’s twisted son 
Uday, for his amusement. The Baghdad vil
la, which was hit by a cruise missile during 
the American “shock and awe” bombing 
campaign, is in the middle of the sprawling 
Republican Palace complex along the Tigris 
River. The compound was crawling with 
soldiers from the Third Infantry Division 
when n e w s w e e k ’s Liu visited last week. 
The soldiers have been feeding antelope

and sheep to the lions and cheetahs in 
Uday’s private zoo. “The grizzly bear got 
loose last night,” warned a soldier. “If we see 
it we’re supposed to shoot it.”

Inside the gutted building, Liu squeezed 
into what looked like a man’s dressing room, 
with dozens of belts, pistol holsters, a fox
hunting tweed hat, a Panama hat, and 
Versace and Christian Dior men’s clothes 
strewn about. In the sitting room was a 
cigar box with a custom-made label: SPE
CIALLY BLENDED FOR VLADIMIR ZHIRI
NOVSKY, the ultranationalist Russian pol
itician and presumably an acquaintance 
of Uday’s. Glossy stationery is embossed

‘The grizzly bear got loose last night,’ warned a soldier at 
Uday’s private zoo. ‘If we see it, we’re supposed to shoot it.’

with Uday’s name (misspelled: h u s s ie n ).
Upstairs was the women’s domain. A 

bathroom was decorated in lavender and 
beige, with a gold-plated faucet shaped like 
a swan’s neck and head. Opium perfume 
was on the counter; custom-tailored outfits 
in pink and mauve hung in the closet. The 
bed was a grotesquely curlicued monstrosi
ty. A three-ring binder was filled with fash
ion designers’ sketches of women’s clothes, 
with prices ranging up to 14,000 francs 
(about $3,000).

Throughout the pleasure palace were 
signs of Uday’s physical ailments and 
addictions. Uday had been badly wounded 
in a 1996 assassination attempt. Iraqis 
commonly believe Uday lost his manhood 
in the shooting; on the street, he was jok-

ingly referred to 
(though not too 
loudly) as the new 
head of the “Iraqi 
women’s union.” In 

the bathroom were vials of Peking Royal 
Jelly, a traditional Asian medicine to en
hance virility. A well-worn back brace rest
ed with doctor’s instructions: “For public 
occasions and for events with an emotional 
content, wear the rubber back brace.” (Ac
cording to two translators, the latter re
ferred to encounters with the opposite sex.)

U
DAY APPARENTLY LIKED TO 
cruise the Internet to down
load pornography. He may 
have tried to join a chat room. 
On Iraq’s jury-rigged Web, live 
chat is not available, but a note 

from an assistant reassured Uday “as soon as 
it is we’ll let you know.” Someone had print
ed out Internet articles on “alcohol-related

injury” and “treatment of alcohol dependen
cy with psychological approaches.” Creepily, 
a soldier reported, photos of President 
Bush’s two daughters, Jenna and Barbara, 
had been found in the villa.

No one knows if Uday is alive or dead. 
Last week a video surfaced that appeared to 
show Saddam standing on a car, welcom
ing the cheers of his devoted followers. Ac
cording to Abu Dhabi TV, the video was 
filmed on April 9—two days after the Air 
Force delivered four one-ton bunker-buster 
bombs on a building where Saddam was 
supposedly meeting with his inner circle. 
In the video, a man who looked like Sad
dam’s other (and less dysfunctional) son 
Qusay appeared to be acting as a kind of 
bodyguard. Did Saddam and his evil spawn 
escape? Possibly, but Saddam’s power to 
wantonly kill and torture is gone. The larg
er question is whether the psychic wounds 
can heal any time soon.

W ith  BABAK DEHGH ANPISHEH  in  T ik r it
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would when you leave your home,” said 
Capt. Stuart Bage, a Royal Engineer.

Turning them back on hasn’t been easy. 
There are shortages of both maintenance 
parts and natural gas for electrical plants. 
According to Kruesi, “Some [vandals] are 
beating up our engineers when they try to 
fix the holes. I just can’t believe the Iraqi 
public would attack engineers trying to re
store electricity.” Even Saddam’s sprawling 
presidential palace compound, where 
British troops are based, loses power regu
larly. ICRC engineers suspect that Baathist 
sympathizers, working underground, have 
been deliberately sabotaging the plants.

Security concerns have kept most non
governmental organizations and other in
ternational groups out of the city. To allay 
fears, the British military is working to re
build the Basra police force. Returning 
Iraqi police officers are being vetted—but 
with thousands of men coming forward to 
apply for or to reclaim jobs, it’s a big job. 
“It’s a sort of slowly, slowly process,” said 
Lt. Graham Chetwynd, one of the MPs 
working to rehire local police. A few Iraqi 
cops, cleared temporarily, are now man
ning traffic checkpoints next to soldiers. 
Most drivers just ignore them as well as the 
few working traffic lights in the dusty city. 
The police are not allowed to carry 
weapons—and certainly can’t  patrol at 
night, when most o f the trouble now takes 
place. What the police will be paid, or even 
wear, has not been decided.

The Coalition has learned, the hard way, 
that establishing a good civil administra
tion takes time. The British erred when, in 
haste, they appointed a local tribal leader 
and retired Iraqi general, Sheik Muzahim 
Kanan al-Tamimi, as head o f an “interim 
advisory council.” He in turn invited a lot of 
sheiks and tribal leaders to meet with him, 
and at their first gathering al-Tamimi 
pointedly refused to condemn Saddam

GRAHAM MORRISON-NETWORK (TOP), TIM SLOAN—AFP

Hussein. “We want to think about our fu
ture,” he said. “The other is past.” He also 
refused to use the term “Coalition forces,” 
preferring “invaders” instead. Protesters 
took to the streets and denounced him as a 
Baathist, which he was.

Last week the British tried to correct 
that mistake by creating a second interim 
advisory council, headed by a non-Baathist 
businessman named Ghaleb Kubba, a 
wealthy banker and import-export trader. 
Kubba’s 14-member committee, all non- 
Baathists, comprises various religious lead
ers along with business and professional 
people. While both interim groups have 
been holding meetings, only Kubba’s 
group, with its pro-Coalition leaning, is 
finding favor with the Brits. Understand
ably, most Basratis are more worried about 
their own well-being than the common 
good, at least for the moment. “With the 
past government, no one was happy be
cause they had no freedom,” Kubba told 
Ne w s w e e k  in his first interview. Now, he 
says, people are unhappy for more immedi
ate reasons—because they don’t have prac
tical necessities like electricity or water.

The situation is not as dire as the unruly 
Basra crowds make it seem. No one is dying 
of thirst, and the spring weather has been 
unusually mild, so idle air conditioners 
haven’t  been missed. Food is scarce in the 
markets, but most people stocked up on 
basic foodstuffs from the U.N. Oil-for-Food 
Program before the war started. “We don’t  
have a humanitarian crisis yet,” the ICRC’s 
Kruesi said. All the now well-guarded hos
pitals have working generators, and even 
fire trucks were rumbling around town last 
week—kept busy by the many vandals. “It’s 
still early days,” said British military 
spokesman Capt. Nicky Hughes. “It’s only 
been two weeks.” He fully expects the mood 
of the people to improve once everything is 
working again, including the clocks. ■

23

Basra suffered Hide w ar damage, and w as the first Iraqi 
city to be freed. So if  the reconstruction process is this 
hard here, the rest o f the country should be worried.

BY R O D N O R D LA N D

W
H EN  CLOCKS IN  IRAQ W E R E  MOVED 
ahead one hour on April 1, the people 
o f Basra d idn’t  get the message. They 
were too busy coping w ith invading 
British troops, a loss o f pow er and, later, 

looters to make the change. M ost residents barricaded 
themselves in their homes for a couple o f  weeks and 
hoped to survive the mayhem. Last week they started 
to move around Iraq’s second-largest city again, bu t no
body was quite sure o f the time.

The confusion was so bad that the Brits 
finally declared that Basra, like Baghdad, 
would be on what the military calls Delta 
time—four hours ahead of GMT. Few peo
ple got the message, however; the clock on 
the minaret of the Abassayid Mosque re
mained an hour behind the olive-green 
wristwatches worn by the Desert Rats. 
Some Iraqis hewed to Baghdad time, oth
ers to Kuwaiti time, an hour behind. Most 
people kept their own time, especially 
workers who could leave for lunch on 
Baghdad time and return on “Basra time” 
two hours later.

With the shooting now mostiy over, 
Coalition soldiers, aid workers, consul
tants and Iraqis themselves have turned 
their attention to rebuilding a country 
half-ruined by war. Proper timekeeping 
would help the process, but that’s a minor 
headache. There is the huge yet delicate 
task of establishing a new national govern
ment—the first national conference of Iraqi 
leaders is expected soon in Baghdad—and 
local civil administrations must be cobbled 
together. Civil order and basic services 
must be restored in the cities and towns.

Basra was the first city liberated by 
Coalition forces, but in terms of reconstruc
tion, it’s served primarily as a case study in 
what not to do. Most people still don’t have 
a reliable supply of electricity, and water 
shortages remain a problem. Engineers re
pair pumping stations, only to find people 
tapping into drinking-water lines to take a 
shower. Looters prowl the streets at night, 
and in a city of 1.2 million people, only a 
couple of restaurants have dared to reopen. 
Most people are irritable, even aid workers 
used to dealing with crises. “We don’t seem 
to be making a lot of progress,” said Andres 
Kruesi, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) director in Basra.

Basra should not have been so difficult 
to straighten out. The largely Shiite popu
lation welcomed the Coalition, and the 
city has been relatively peaceful. Not a sin
gle shot was fired at British troops last 
week. Coalition bombs caused relatively 
litde damage to the city’s infrastructure. 
But basic services collapsed anyway. Iraqi 
authorities, for example, shut down the 
power grid just before they fled. “It’s like 
they just turned off the lights the way you



As the U nited States begins to p lan  the  rebuilding o f 
Iraq, A fghanistan rem ains a pow erful rem inder th a t 
the task  o f nation-building is easier said th an  done

BY RON M O REAU

A
f g h a n  w a r l o r d  i s m a i l  k h a n , t h e  Gov
ernor of Herat province, tries his best to sound 
like a loyal subordinate. W hen asked if he sub
mits to President Hamid Karzai’s authority,

Khan laughs and points to a portrait of the pres
ident hanging on the wall behind his desk. “If I didn’t re
spect him and his authority I wouldn’t have his picture 
hanging up there.” But posters plastered on shop windows 
around Herat City come closer to the truth: they feature a 
large, imposing portrait of Khan with a smaller image of 
Karzai tucked away in the background.

Indeed, Khan, the self-styled “Emir of the Southwest,” pays 
little more than lip service to Karzai and Kabul. With a militaryPHOTOGRAPHS BY ZALMAI AHAD FOR NEWSWEEK



Many Afghans fear that 
their country has already missed its best 
chance to rebuild from the rubble of war

toward building the new Afghan National 
Army has been halting at best. In the past 
eight months British, French and U.S. mili
tary instructors have trained only seven un
dersize battalions of fewer than 500 men 
each. Only two units have been deployed, 
in both cases to areas in which they were 
unlikely to tread on a warlord’s turf. “We 
should have moved more quickly in mobi
lizing the national army,” says Central Bank 
governor Anwar Ulhaq Ahadi.

For those living in a warlord’s dominion, 
life is a far cry from the liberation that many 
believed would follow the U.S. overthrow of 
the Taliban. In Khan’s Herat, for example, 
women, who may only venture out in public 
wearing burqas, are barred from going 
to parks at night, from riding in cars or 
from walking in public with men other 
than their husbands or close relatives. Khan 
even banned wedding parties in hotels and 
restaurants because men and women tended 
to mingle or dance. Infractions of the rules 
can lead to a forced virginity check at the lo
cal hospital. While local television broad
casts are permitted, cinemas are banned, 
and Khan rails against Western videos that

force some 25,000 strong, Khan keeps a 
tight grip on the trade routes from Iran and 
Turkmenistan. Last year his control of this 
border trade netted him an estimated $100 
million to $300 million in customs revenue 
alone. With that kind of money, Afghani
stan’s warlords need not answer to anyone, 
least of all Karzai. They run their expansive 
provinces as personal fiefdoms. And, like 
the caliphs of old, it is their word—not 
Karzai’s—that is the law in their lands.

As the United States contemplates re
building Iraq as a multiethnic, democratic 
state—with minimal troops and a footprint 
that lasts less than a year—it would do well 
to consider what similar haste has wrought 
in Afghanistan. There, too, the Americans 
identified local leaders and put power in 
their hands. The problem is that they’ve 
kept it. More than a year into the job, Karzai 
still cannot enforce his paper mandate out
side Kabul. Defense Minister Mohammed 
Fahim—a warlord in his own right—con
trols Afghanistan’s Army, which largely con
sists of his own Northern Alliance militia

men. Only the most paltry sums are making 
their way to the coffers o f the national trea
sury. And now strongmen like Fahim and 
Khan, who were U.S. allies in the successful 
war to topple the Taliban, are beginning to 
suggest that the United States is overstaying 
its welcome in Afghanistan.

Worse still, the warlords and hard-line 
Islamists seem to be making common cause, 
which may explain why Taliban remnants 
are staging a slow but steady comeback in 
the countryside. Both camps want to limit 
American influence in Afghanistan as well 
as Western-style freedoms and democracy. 
Socially at least, progress has stalled, and 
some observers fear reforms are more un
likely than ever. “I see 2002 as a wasted year,” 
says Afghanistan expert Ahmed Rashid. 
“Now that the warlords are strong and the 
Taliban is coming back, it may be too late to 
start focusing on nation-building.”

For his part, Karzai is still occupied with 
establishing the rudiments of government, 
a task made nearly impossible by a lack of 
revenues and military muscle to project

central-government control beyond Kabul. 
Early on, the most powerful warlords—no
tably Khan in the west, Abdul Rashid Dos
tum and Atta Mohammed in the north and 
Gul Agha Sherazai in the southeast—ver
bally agreed to hand over their staggering 
provincial windfalls to Kabul. But the cen
tral government is still waiting on the war
lords to follow through. “They never say no 
to us,” complains Karzai’s chief spokesman 
Said Fazel Akbar. “They always say yes, 
then don’t deliver. Right now the provinces 
simply are too independent.” Kabul has so 
far received only a pittance, some $7 mil
lion from Khan. Kandahar’s warlord Shera
zai has “never given us a penny,” gripes a 
Kabul government official.

Nor have the warlords been any more 
generous when it comes to giving up their 
weapons. “The wealth of these guys is tied 
to their guns,” says Abdul Malik, 40, a 
notorious former northern warlord who is 
now a businessman and aspiring politician 
in Kabul. “Without guns they can’t extort 
money, collect taxes or customs duties.

Their rivers of revenue will dry 
up.” Disarmament efforts so far 
have involved little more than 
regional warlords’ taking the 
weapons of weaker, rival com
manders. And the progress

More than a year into the job, Karzai 
still cannot enforce his paper mandate

“contaminate” Islamic and Afghan cultural 
values. The atmosphere is sadly familiar to 
many in Herat. “We have traded one Mullah 
Omar for another,” laments one resident, re
ferring to the former Taliban chief.

They may not have to wait long for the 
return of the man himself. In February 
Mullah Mohammed Omar issued his first 
call to arms since the Taliban collapsed in 
late 2001. This month his message is ap
pearing in pamphlets being clandestinely 
distributed in Afghan refugee camps in 
Pakistan. Referring to Karzai and his 
American backers, the Taliban fliers com
mand: “Now you should rise up and use 
your sword against infidels and their pup
pets.” Some are clearly heeding the call. 
Over the past few weeks barely a day has 
gone by without Taliban forces launching 
an ambush, fire fight or mortar attack 
against U.S. soldiers or Afghan military 
bases. Late last month Taliban gunmen 
executed an International Red Cross work
er on the orders of one of Mullah Omar’s 
senior commanders.

The country seems to be sinking into a 
vicious cycle: the longer Kabul goes without 
reining in the warlords, the more difficult 
that crucial task will be. “The continuing se
curity vacuum throughout Afghanistan has 
fundamentally and perhaps fatally under

mined the confidence that Afghans initially 
placed in the Karzai regime,” says Edmund 
McWilliams, a retired U.S. State Depart
ment officer and Afghanistan expert. “The 
people are frustrated and are losing their pa
tience,” adds one of Karzai’s ministers.

They are not alone. In a recent speech to 
provincial governors, Karzai publicly 
threatened to sack any senior officials who 
fail to control the Taliban resurgence. And 
once again he reminded the governors that 
the customs revenues they collect must be 
handed over to the central government. But 
many Afghan officials believe the warlords 
need more than a reminder. “It’s not in 
Karzai’s nature to be confrontational,” says 
one government official. “But soon he will 
have to take a risk and move forcefully 
against these guys.”

That seems likely to happen only if  the 
United States makes it clear that it’s willing 
to stand in Karzai’s comer against the war
lords and stop depending on them. “It’s up 
to Washington,” says Afghanistan expert 
Rashid. “As long as it keeps relying on the 
warlords for protection and fighters, the 
warlords won’t cooperate.” Before Karzai 
can bully his country’s strongmen, he may 
first need to talk tough with the Bush 
administration.
W ith  SAMI YO U SAFZAI and FAISAL ENAYAT KHAN in K ab u l
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The w ar in Iraq may be winding 
brewing tem pest o f political battles at hom e from the Democratic opposition

BY HOWARD FINEMAN
EORGE W. BUSH THRIVES ON

year, demonstrating his boss’s concern for 
reviving the economy. Someone in the

The military war may be winding down 
in Iraq, but the short tempers show that

officer in charge of presidential re-election. 
There was, accordingly, hell to pay when 
Rove was blindsided by a secret Senate 
deal—among Republicans, no less—to limit 
the size of Bush’s proposed tax cut. To 
Rove, the measure is a key to victory next

tion, he hadn’t tried to stop it. Bad move. 
Rove tracked down Frist, who was on his 
way to Asia last week, and chewed him 
out. “It was pretty tough,” one source told 
NEWSWEEK. “Rove told him he ‘needed to 
understand the gravity of the situation’.”

since begun), the outlines of the Bush re- 
election strategy are emerging. Though 
the tax cut is central, Rove is under no illu
sion that his boss can carry the day by 
touting the economy: this president may 
be the first since Herbert Hoover to pre-

BBS

FORE! Bush lets off steam as the U.S. cements its 
win in Iraq by stroking tennis balls to his dog Spot
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TOBACCO SERIOUSLY DAMAGES HEALTH



Let's work 
together 
against 
hunger

And yet nearly 800 million 
people still don't have 
enough to eat.

The human family now has 
6 billion members. Every single 
one has the right to live in good 
health and dignity.

Hunger can be ended if we 
each make a commitment 
in our hearts to help.
Then we must work 
together to make it happen.

Gong Li
Actress

www.fao.org

FAO Am bassador G ong Li visits farmers in Sichuan, China, w ho  are producing more food using simple techniques introduced 
by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization.

side over a simultaneous drop in the mar
kets on Wall Street and the number of jobs 
on Main Street. The White House will do 
its best to blunt Democratic attacks on 
that score, but, in the end, will focus its 
main appeal on the president’s role as war 
leader and guardian of homeland security. 
“It’s not like it’s going to be, ‘Iraq is over, 
America can withdraw into itself again’,” 
Rove told newspaper editors last week.

On the economy, the aim is to get an “A” 
for effort, lower expectations for a swift re
covery and blame any lingering lethargy on

White House aides may reluctantly ac
cept a tax cut not much higher than the 
$350 billion figure voted in the Senate. But 
they hope to salvage all the working parts 
of the plan—including an end to the taxa
tion of stock dividends—by shrinking 
them. “Every element will be in there,” one 
aide vowed.

But getting even that far will require 
pacifying the GOP renegades, deficit 
hawks like Bush’s own father. Last week 
the Club for Growth, a freelance supply- 
side hit squad, launched cable-TV strikes

LEANING FORWARD: Bush, in the Oval Office, prepares for a speech (above); Cheney grins at Powell

the war on terrorism. Asked about the 
biggest political threat Bush faces, chief of 
staff Andrew Card said: “Jobs, jobs, jobs.”
Rebuilding Iraq may help (if Bechtel and 
other contractors hire Americans). On 
background, though, officials argue that 
the public has a “reasonable” view of what 
Bush can accomplish in wartime. Signing 
another tax cut into law remains crucial. To 
sell it, administration leaders have fanned 
out across the country, less to pressure wa
vering senators than to spin voters in key 
2004 swing states. As for Bush himself, he 
soon may reprise his “regular folks” events, 
chatting with carefully vetted civilians 
about their everyday concerns.

against two of them, George Voinovich of 
Ohio and Olympia Snowe of Maine. The 
spots employed the lowest o f blows: liken
ing the senators to Jacques Chirac of 
France. Rove had no hand in the ads. 
But Stephen Moore, who runs the legally 
independent group, says that Rove hasn’t 
complained about them, either. “When 
he’s upset about something, we hear it,” 
Moore said.

Bush knows he has to talk about “jobs, 
jobs, jobs.” In the latest polls, voters put 
economic concerns ahead of terrorism- 

related ones. Still, the presi
dent ultimately seems des
tined to go to the country 
next year with a message of 
“war, war, war.” And why 
not? His lofty job-approval 
rating (72 percent in the 
latest NEWSWEEK Poll) is 
buoyed by his genuine 
popularity as commander 
in chief. Democrats—unit
ed and cuttingly effective 
about the shortcomings of 
the economy—are divided, 
confused and toothless on 
security issues. A basic elec
toral rule: play to your 
strength.

The strategy is risky. Bush 
has laid out an ambitious— 
almost limitless—goal: to 
eradicate terrorism by chang
ing hearts and regimes 
throughout the Axis of Evil 
and all of its annexes. But the 
reclamation projects are just 
beginning, and could blow 
up. Depending on its prove
nance, another terrorist at
tack could raise questions 
about his security priorities. 
In Iraq or Afghanistan, sec
tarian and ethnic violence 
could trap Americans in a 
deadly cross-fire. It’s an un
settling predicament for a 
man who craves regular or
der: he’s depending on the 
kindness of strangers and the 
actions of foreign enemies. 
But he has to hope that his in
ternational vision succeeds, 
for he’s staked his presidency 
on it.

W ith  TAM ARA L IP P E R

Asked about the biggest political threat Bush faces, 
chief of staff Andrew Card said: ‘Jobs, jobs, jobs’
PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHARLES OMMANNEY— 
CONTACT FOR NEWSWEEK
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GREAT
BY CARLA POWER

L
a t e  in  l i f e , Fr a n ç o is  m it - 
terrand let slip the news of a 
secret war. “France does not 
know it yet, but we are at war 
with America,” reports his bi
ographer, Georges-Marc Ben- 
amou. “A permanent war ... a 

war without death. They are very hard, the 
Americans—they are voracious. They want 
undivided power over the world.”

France’s current president, Jacques 
Chirac, likens himself more to Charles de 
Gaulle than to Mitterrand. But never mind. 
The message is the same. America and 
France are at war—and it’s no secret any
more. With the conflict winding down in 
Iraq, both sides are assessing the fallout 
from their diplomatic battles. The French- 
85 percent of whom opposed the war—are 
beginning to realize the consequences of 
dissent. “If Jacques Chirac persists in mak
ing the U.N. his next battlefield ... he’ll be 
dignified, glorious, solitary, and maybe 
even moving,” opined the weekly L’Express. 
But the magazine also noted that he would 
be “without relevance.”

As for Washington? Chirac may claim 
that his threatened Security Council veto 
in the run-up to war was a matter of prin
ciple. But the White House took it person
ally. If  administration hawks get their way, 
France will pay. Punish France, ignore 
Germany and forgive Russia, national-se
curity adviser Condoleezza Rice reported
ly said in Moscow last week. George Bush

France is in a diplomatic 
pickle, w anting both to 
heal the rift w ith America 
and to play up the nation’s 
newfound prominence. 
How will its president 
balance the two desires?

himself is said to deeply mistrust Chirac. 
U.S. officials fully expect the French to ob
struct the next round of Iraq diplomacy at 
the United Nations. “What is their strate
gy?” asks one sarcastically. “Are they going 
to refuse to recognize the new Iraqi gov
ernment? Are they going to recognize the 
government of Saddam Hussein?” The last 
thing anyone wants to see is Iraq’s future 
bogged down in Paris.

So where does Chirac go from here? 
Finding the method in the French presi
dent’s foreign policy has always been 
tricky. Chirac’s style is a mercurial mix of 
passion and pragmatism, opportunism 
and principle, parochialism and interna
tionalism. For the moment, comparisons 
to King Lear, stripped of his power but 
raging against the storm, seem apt. But 
Chirac may not be a powerless outcast for 
long. Viewed from Washington and Lon
don, his U.N. gamble was a terrible mis-

judgment. But in France, 
the man who only a year 
ago was widely perceived 
as a sleazy politico, under 
investigation on a slew 
of corruption charges, to
day enjoys an approval 
rating of 70 percent—on 
a par with Bush in the 0 
United States. “For the I 
first time, it’s no longer §
‘Chirac the Fixer’ but Tz “
‘Chirac the Hero’,” says |
Anand Menon, director of I
the University of Birm- g
ingham’s European Re- 5
search Institute. Some Europeans have
even bruited him for a Nobel.

Even as he savors his newfound glory, 
Chirac last week offered a transatlantic 
olive branch. As a gesture of good faith, he 
dropped France’s objections to NATO’s tak
ing over peacekeeping operations in Af
ghanistan and announced a European 
Union airlift of injured Iraqi children. He 
also made a 20-minute phone call to Presi
dent Bush, indicating that he was prepared 
to be “pragmatic” about his insistence that 
the United Nations play a “central role” in 
Iraq’s future. Explains one French diplo
mat: “We want to be useful, and we’re not 
useful off in a corner.”

Trouble is, Chirac is stuck in several 
corners, not just one. Indeed, his biggest 
problem is not relations with Washington 
but within the European Union, badly di

vided during the prewar hostilities. Next 
week’s minisummit on European de
fense-bringing together the antiwar 
camp of the French, Germans, Belgians 
and Luxembourgers—will not help mend 
those ties. To pro-American East Euro
peans, in particular, the meeting looks 
suspiciously like an anti-U.S. and anti- 
NATO club. Such perceptions weren’t 
helped earlier this month, when Chirac, 
meeting with Latvian President Vaira 
Vike-Freiberga in Paris, told her that 
NATO was no longer relevant.

Ultimately, the solution to Chirac’s var
ious quandaries may be British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair. While much was 
made of their split during the furious pre
war diplomacy, these wounds should 
prove relatively superficial. Even as the 
two leaders exchanged bitter words on the

war in Le Touquet in February, they man
aged to sign agreements on defense, edu
cation and asylum. (Even at the height of 
their feuding, in fact, one senior British 
official told NEWSWEEK that working 
relations on internal European affairs had 
“never been better.”) Now comes Blair’s 
drive to promote a Middle East peace—an 
issue on which Blair and Chirac are 
far more aligned than are Blair and Bush.

All this suggests, accord
ing to some analysts, that 
Chirac may seek to solve his 
various political imbroglios 
over Iraq by “slipstreaming” 
behind Blair. While making 
his own views clear, he may 
entrust Britain with the 
main job of lobbying Wash
ington to bring the United

Nations into a major role in postwar Iraq— 
and thus avoid antagonizing Washington 
even further. Meanwhile, France is likely to 
continue celebrating la difference in its poli
cies. Touting the virtues of what it calls a 
“multipolar world,” it will go on cultivating 
a diplomatic axis with Russia and Germany 
in counterpoise to America, even as those 
two seek to rebuild ties with Washington. 
Above all, it will seek to build on France’s 

special standing in the Mid
dle East, where Chirac in 
particular is widely viewed as 
a champion of peace and 
Arab interests.

Not accidentally, French 
Foreign Minister Dominique 
de Villepin was traipsing the 
Levant last week on a 15,000- 
kilometer tour, quoting Pales-

FRIEND IN NEED:
Chirac may try to 
solve his various 
political imbroglios by 
relying on Tony Blair 
to rope the United 
States back into the 
international system



F r a n c e

tinian poets in Cairo and urging Arabs to 
“keep the faith” on Palestine. Villepin’s 
phone calls to U.S. Secretary of State Colin 
Powell were read both as a sign of eager
ness to help the Americans—and a prod to 
Washington to accelerate its much-talked- 
about “road map” for peace in the region. In 
Paris, some think that Chirac, who essen
tially delivered Syria in its surprising vote 
for U.N. Resolution 1441 in November, 
might use some of his renewed popularity 
to soothe U.S.-Arab tensions. His Arab pop
ularity is “the only card Chirac has,” notes a

French M.P., and thus the president will try 
to play it as best he can—both to demon
strate France’s independence from Wash
ington, and its desire to help.

Washington’s anti-Gallic sentiments 
could moderate a bit in early June, if all 
goes well at the G8 summit in Evian, which 
Bush will attend. “Evian will be French 
charm at its best,” notes Simon Serfaty of 
Washington’s Center for Strategic and In
ternational Studies. “You fight in the morn
ing and charm in the evening.” That’s a 
strategy. The only question is whether it

works on Texans who go to bed early. And 
like Chirac himself, Bush bases everything 
on personal relationships, says one senior 
White House official. “That’s why he likes 
Blair so much. Blair has been there for him. 
He will never forget that—and he will never 
forget what other allies have done, too.” 
Translation: it’ll take a lot more than charm 
and Evian water for Chirac to get back into 
Bush’s good graces, let alone end the 
Franco-U.S. war.

W ith RICHARD W O LFFE in W ash ing ton , TRACY 
M CN ICO LL  in P a r is  and EMILY FLYNN  in London

E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

The European experiment has entered a new phase. Forget 
‘ever closer union’— the real rifts are now about to appear.

Divided They Stand
BY SCOTT SULLIVAN

Last week's Athens summit 
was to be a triumph of 
European unity after a 
century of wars, hot and 
cold. The formal admission of 10 

new countries into the European 
Union went off without a hitch.
But that only means the Conti
nent’s real problems will now 
come to the fore.

For decades, the EU has a s 
pired to “speak with a single 
voice” on world affairs. For the 
past decade, the foreign min
istries of member states have 
regularly and conscientiously consulted on major foreign-policy issues. 
They have achieved a few successes, such as overseeing the fragile 
settlements in the former Yugoslavia. But the brouhaha over Iraq ex
posed the fragility of their consensus. At Athens, new members Poland 
and the Czech Republic called for intensified foreign-policy action. But 
none of the current ones did. “Let the dead bury the dead,” said one 
Western European ambassador. “Perhaps our children can revive politi
cal cooperation. Or our grandchildren.”

As governments turn their attention from Iraq back home, even more 
intractable problems loom. The most urgent is the reform of EU institu
tions, all originally planned for six very similar countries, so that they can 
accommodate 25 states that vary widely in wealth and culture. If, for ex
ample, the EU continues to translate all speeches into all new languages, 
a minimum of 200 interpreters would be needed for every meeting. Such 
key Eurobodies as the Council and the Commission are slow and cum
bersome with 15 members each. They will become bureaucratic mon
strosities with 25, since each nation has the right to veto.

Come June, the grandly named Convention on the Future of Europe 
is supposed to come up with a solution to these and other problems, to 
be enshrined in a new European Constitution drafted by 105 “founding 
fathers” under the chairmanship of former French president Valéry Gis
card d’Estaing. It has considered some radical ideas, such as the cre-

ation of a popularly elected presi
dent of Europe, a much smaller 
Commission and even a constitu
tional procedure for disgruntled 
members to resign from the Union 
altogether. Each brainwave has 
some supporters; France and 
Germany, for example, favor the 
permanent presidency. (Giscard 
would be happy to serve as Eu
rope’s George Washington, as 
might Tony Blair.) But all the pro
posals face tough opposition, es
pecially those that would lessen 
the influence of smaller states, as 
most of them would.

Enlargement and its conse
quences are going to cost a lot of 
money, now in short supply in Eu
rope. When negotiations with the 
candidates opened in the mid- 
1990s, Europe enjoyed regular 
and robust growth. Today, EU 
economies are almost flat. So it 
will be harder than once expected 
to come up with the funds to en

dow the new members with the infrastructure most of them desperately 
need. Anticipated surpluses in several budgets have also given way to 
the prospect of sizable deficits. France, Belgium, Portugal and Germany 
are all likely to run deficits larger than 3 percent of GDP. If so, they 
would be liable to multibillion-euro fines. No one expects such fines to 
be levied, much less paid. Thus the image of a rule-based Union will be 
tarnished, especially in the eyes of new members.

Meanwhile, the traditional split over transnational authority per
sists, with France and England jealous of national sovereignty, while 
Germany alone continues to cherish the old dream of a “federal” Europe. 
Altogether, it’s scarcely a promising start for the EU’s once sacred 
yearning for “an ever-closer union.”

Still, disaster is unlikely to result. Over the decades European in 
tegration has moved by fits and starts, two steps forward, one step 
back. Now, despite fierce resistance from small countries, the Union 
will streamline its organization and procedures. The fiscal discipline 
that was initiated by the Maastricht Treaty will be breached, ignored 
and ultimately revised. As for Europe’s role in world affairs, it will re 
main for a while what it always has been, the vector of 25 national 
policies, not of one. To the victors go the spoils. For the time being, 
the voices of Americans and their British cousins will drown out the 
European cacophony.

R u s s i a

A Frosty 
Friendship

CLEANING UP: American 
offic ials are downplaying the 
alleged evidence of Russ ia -lraq  
spy links found in Baghdad

The U.S. and Russia try to 
m end their frayed relations

BY CHRISTIAN CARYL

V
l a d i s l a v  a c h a l o v  h a s  o n l y  

good things to say about Sad
dam Hussein. He is a “strong 
man,” he says, “fighting for his 
country.” A former deputy De
fense minister in the U.S.S.R., Achalov met 

Saddam “several times” during his frequent 
visits to Baghdad, most recently last April 
at the Iraqi dictator’s lavish birthday cele
brations in Tikrit. Russian journalists have 
seized on the relationship to 
ask whether Achalov and 
other retired Russian gener
als provided military advice 
to Baghdad in the war.
Achalov denies it—but ad
mits that the Russian brass 
often went to Iraq. “We 
didn’t spend all that time 
talking about women,” he 
adds with a grin.

Moscow and Washing
ton insist they’re eager to bury the hatchet 
and revitalize the “strategic partnership” 
forged after September 11. But the job 
seems to be getting more difficult by the 
day. Shortly after the beginning of the war, 
the United States publicized Russian arms 
sales to the Iraqis—from GPS jammers de
signed to interfere with American preci
sion-guided munitions to the Kornet mis
siles that destroyed several Coalition tanks 
on the battlefield. Next came revelations 
that Achalov and other Russian military 
veterans were hobnobbing with Iraqi war 
planners. Then U.S. forces apparently shot 
up a convoy of Russian diplomats leaving 
Baghdad, under mysterious circumstances.

Last week journalists searching through 
the rubble in Baghdad government offices 
produced a new crop of ticklish allegations. 
London’s Sunday Telegraph newspaper ob
tained documents taken from the head
quarters of the Iraqi secret police, the 
Mukhabarat, that seemed to indicate the 
Russian spy service, the SVR, had been shar
ing intelligence with its Iraqi counterparts— 
including a transcript of a closed-door war 
meeting between Tony Blair and Silvio 
Berlusconi, as well as a list of assassins for

hire in the West recommended by the Rus
sians. Searching another building, reporters 
from the San Francisco Chronicle found of
ficial-looking certificates from a “Special 
Training Center” in Moscow attended by 
Iraqi agents for training in eavesdropping 
and surveillance, as recently as late last year.

So far, the reaction from both London 
and Washington has been muted. A 
spokesman at the British Embassy in 
Moscow downplayed the significance of 
the documents: “Our priority at the mo
ment is to deal with the issues on the 
ground at Iraq.” The U.S. ambassador in 
Moscow, Alexander Vershbow, told Rus
sian reporters that Washington was 
already aware of some “legitimate” intelli
gence contacts between the Iraqis and 
the Russians. The extent to which the Rus
sian government is directly involved may 
also be hard to determine, since its mili
tary and intelligence services are well

known for freelancing in 
order to bolster their 
meager incomes.

Whatever the reasons, 
the relative lack of official 
reaction has been strik
ing. Anatol Lieven, a Rus
sia analyst at the Carnegie 
Endowment for Interna
tional Peace in Washing
ton, argues that the Unit
ed States is worried about 
driving President Vlad
imir Putin further into the 
arms of the French and 
the Germans, bolstering 
their anti-American al
liance within the United 
Nations. Sarah Mendel- 
son, of the Center for 
Strategic and Interna
tional Studies in Wash
ington, believes the ad
ministration is reluctant 
to vent its growing anger 
with Moscow, largely for 
fear of suggesting that 
George W. Bush and his 
national-security adviser, 
Condoleeza Rice, were 
wrong about Putin and 
Russia’s good intentions.

Clearly, Washington 
wants Russia’s help—as 
an ally in the war on ter
rorism, as a new source 

of cheap oil and as a counterweight to 
Europe. Russia has also served as a go- 
between in the North Korean nuclear cri
sis, and Washington may hope to exploit 
Russia’s privileged relationship with Iran 
to pressure Tehran into giving up its am 
bitions to build an atomic bomb.

Still, some experts 
say that the damage to 
the U.S.-Russian rela
tionship could be hard 
to overcome. “Our polit
ical elite clearly detests 

America,” says Andrei Piontkovsky, a po
litical analyst in Moscow. Moscow has 
condemned the United States for its recent 
criticisms of Syria. And after some initial 
fudging, Putin has rejected Bush adminis
tration calls for a write-off of Iraq’s na
tional debt, including some $8 billion 
owed to Moscow. At the United Nations, 
Russia and its European allies are block
ing U.S. demands to lift sanctions so that 
Iraqi oil can be put to use for humanitari
an aid and reconstruction. Washington 
and Moscow may yet succeed in making 
common cause again—but it’s going to be 
an uphill climb. ■

Achalov admits Russian brass often 
went to Iraq. ‘We didn’t spend all that 
time talking about women,’ he adds.



Before his announcement, 
Kim seemed ready to talk

Second Guessing
Another provocative statem ent out o f Pyongyang is 
raising questions about w hat the North is up to now

BY GEORGE WEHRFRITZ AND 
RICHARD WOLFFE

T
HE SEARCH IS ON FOR KRYP- 
ton 85. At this moment American 
EP3 spy planes are probably 
sniffing for trace elements of that 
radioactive particle floating in 
the atmosphere near the North Korean 

shore. If  they detect any atypical isotopes, 
the United States will have the chemical 
“fingerprints” it needs to prove that Py
ongyang is making atom bombs.

The North already claims to be doing so. At 
the end of a week in which nuclear tensions had 
Men palpably in Northeast Asia, Pyongyang 
dropped its latest bombshell. “We are successful- 
ly reprocessing more than 8,000 spent fuel rods 
at the final phase,” North Korea’s official news 
agency, quoting an unnamed Foreign Ministry

spokesman, declared last Friday, suggesting that 
its stockpile might already have been largely con
verted to weapons-grade plutonium.

But, as is often the case with North Ko
rea, nothing is certain. White House and 
State Department officials say so far there is 
no evidence that Pyongyang has jump- 
started its mothballed reprocessing plant. 
“Our information is inconclusive,” says an 
administration official, “but the best guess 
is that they’re not.” Making matters even 
more murky, Korea experts at the White 
House say that Pyongyang’s statement 
could be read to mean that North Korea 
hasn’t begun to reprocess the fuel rods but 
is on the verge of doing so.

Either version is a provocative pro
nouncement, especially just days before the 
two sides were meant to sit down in a long-

HOT RODS: The North’s dangerous spent fuel

awaited meeting to discuss the North’s nu
clear ambitions. For experts, the surprise 
announcement invites two contrasting in
terpretations. One is that Pyongyang is 
simply seeking “to raise the stakes and get 
the United States to respond on their 
terms” when the three-party negotiations 
open in Beijing this week, says Derek 
Mitchell, a senior fellow at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington. By that logic, the North’s dec
laration was intended to temper American

bravado following its lightning victory in 
Iraq; it may even have been meant to 
counter the impression that Pyongyang 
“blinked” by agreeing to multilateral talks, 
rather than the one-on-one dialogue it has 
demanded for months. That the North may 
be hinting at reprocessing instead of start
ing secredy suggests a diplomatic—as op
posed to military—agenda.

The other explanation is that strongman 
Kimjong II has decided to build a nuclear ar
senal regardless of the consequences. Many 
experts say Pyongyang’s recent behavior 
foreshadows a nuclear breakout; verification 
of reprocessing would expose the strategy 
beyond doubt. That may be hard to get: 
Bruce Bennett, a Rand North Korea special
ist, suspects that the country’s late founder, 
guerrilla fighter Kim II Sung, buried secret 
reprocessing plants deep inside caves to 
avoid detection. “He was a Special Forces 
kind of guy, and was therefore unlikely to put

his only reprocessing plant out in the open,” 
says Bennett. “If we don’t  know where the fa
cilities are, we can’t  target them.”

That doesn’t mean there aren’t elements 
in the Bush administration hoping to do just 
that. Moderates led by Powell seemingly had 
the upper hand in the run-up to this month’s 
announcement of three-way talks. Py
ongyang’s latest antics, says one administra
tion official, have hurt Powell’s cause and 
triggered “ugly” internal fighting. Clearly, 
the North’s latest statement reinforces the 
view that it lacks the ability or willingness to 
negotiate faithfully, which gives hard-liners 
much more leverage. They may again insist 
that Pyongyang stop uranium enrichment 
and reprocessing of spent fuel before sitting 
down for talks.

For China, the North’s bad behavior is a 
huge loss of face. Overcoming its initial re
luctance, Beijing agreed only last week to 
be the third«party in a discussion between

Washington and Pyongyang. Later the Chi
nese seemed to back off the idea of a real 
multilateral session, suggesting they would 
limit their role to that o f host. The United 
States is now expected to push China to 
take a stand on the North’s latest provoca
tion, making Beijing’s “neutrality” even 
harder to defend. The Chinese are likely to 
hold Pyongyang responsible for their awk
ward predicament.

North Korea’s 8,000 fuel rods contain 
enough plutonium for up to six A-bombs. 
Even without confirmation of reprocessing, 
last week’s statement is troubling because it 
represents Pyongyang’s first possible ad
mission that it is pursuing plutonium-based 
weapons. That makes even more unlikely 
the “verifiable and irreversible” end to North 
Korea’s nuclear program the administration 
seeks. And it means the spy planes won’t be 
grounded any time soon.

W ith TAM ARA  L IPPER  in W ash ing ton

I N T E R V I E W

Seoul’s new man in Washington was there the last time the 
North staged a crisis. His take on Pyongyang’s tough talk.

‘They Want to Up the Ante
OUTH KOREA’S NEW 
President Roh Moo 
Hyun owes his election 
victory in large mea

sure to young voters who are 
more adamandy anti-American 
than their parents’ generation. 
But, to soothe tensions with 
Washington and to make up for 
the relative inexperience of his 
inner circle, Roh recentiy 
tapped former foreign minister 
Han Seungjoo as his ambas
sador to the United States. A 
veteran of the negotiations that 
resolved the 1994 nuclear crisis 
on the Korean Peninsula, Han 
spoke last week with 
NEWSWEEK’s George 
Wehrfritz about the upcoming 
talks between America, China, 
and the North. Excerpts:

NEWSWEEK: How serious is North 
Korea’s latest announcement 
that it is in the final stage of 
reprocessing spent fuel rods? 
HAN: North Korea is trying to

show7 that they are not being 
cowed by the United States. 
The statement is ambiguous 
enough to require more analy
sis. I think this should not be 
a reason to cancel the forth
coming talks.

Why do you think North Korea 
made that announcement at 
this critical time?
They obviously wanted to pre

sent their own version of the 
Beijing talks, which they 
would like to construe as two- 
party, rather than multilateral, 
talks. They want to up the ante 
even before the conference.

In recent speeches you’ve por
trayed the current nuclear crisis 
as more dangerous than the one 
that occurred in 1993-94. Do 
you stilt think that’s true?
It’s much more complex and 
dangerous. There is greater 
incentive on the part of North 
Korea to go ahead with their 
nuclear program, and greater 
urgency and compulsion on 
die part of the United States 
to stop it. North Korea has the 
pieces to become a nuclear 
power it lacked back in 1993- 
And after seeing what hap
pened in Pakistan and India, 
and in Iraq, North Korea can 
draw two contradictory con
clusions: don’t mess with the 
U.S., or, if you’re going to de

velop nuclear weapons, get it 
done very quickly.

In Washington you will meet of
ficials who say the North can’t 
be trusted and see negotiations 
as Pyongyang’s delaying tactic. 
How will you answer them?
I agree that North Korea is 
not a trustworthy negotiating 
partner. But we have to give 
negotiation a chance, at least 
until we conclude that it will 
not work. There is great ur
gency in dealing with these 
problems. But we have to be 
very deliberate and thoughtful 
in how we respond.

Many Korea watchers view 
younger South Koreans as a wild 
card in this process. Many are 
proud that North Korea would 
develop a nuclear weapon. 
They’re very nationalistic and, 
as a group, anti-American. Do 
they need to be re-educated on 
the threat from the North?
The young do need a better 
understanding of history, but 
the notion that they take pride 
in North Korea’s nuclear pro
gram is overblown. It is true, 
though, that there is an insuf
ficient understanding of the 
security situation [on the Ko
rean Peninsula] that needs to 
be dealt with.



Disturbing the Peace
Cheating on both sides is pushing Aceh to the brink o f w ar

BY JOE COCHRANE

S
UTHEP ANUCHON IS A MAN IN 
a hurry. The 31-year-old Thai 
national was pacing in his office 
in Indonesia’s war-torn Aceh 
province as his staff packed up 
fax machines, computers and files in a 500- 

pound safe. Anuchon is no dodgy business
man preparing for life on the lam. He’s 
one of dozens of international monitors 
trying to keep the peace between the 
Indonesian government and armed sepa
ratist guerrillas. But after attacks against 
two remote peace-monitor
ing offices, Anuchon and his 
colleagues were forced to 
evacuate back to the provin
cial capital last week—push
ing a fragile four-month-old 
ceasefire to the brink of 
collapse. “Someone’s trying 
to drive us out o f here,” says 
Anuchon, a major in the Thai Army.

That someone, peace monitors and 
Acehnese citizens suspect, is the Indone
sian military. After being bogged down 
fighting the Free Aceh Movement, known 
by its Indonesian acronym GAM, for 26 
years, Jakarta’s generals grudgingly agreed 
to an internationally brokered ceasefire in 
December. Despite some early signs that 
the peace might hold, locals now say the 
military, or TNI, is engaging in a dirty-

tricks campaign to push out the monitors 
and scuttle the ceasefire. Although the 
GAM’s continued calls for autonomy may 
have provoked TNI hard-liners, analysts 
believe the military is anxious to find—or 
create—any excuse to renew military opera
tions against the rebels. “The TNI is acting 
in Aceh out of pride, and they don’t believe 
the civilian government can solve the prob
lem through negotiation,” says Salim Said, 
a military analyst. “They never negotiate 
with separatists—they crush them.”

For its part, the GAM has provided the 
TNI with plenty of political 
ammunition. When the Geneva- 
based Henry Dunant Centre 
helped hammer out a deal in 
December, rebel negotiators 
agreed to drop their claim 
to independence in exchange for 
special autonomy, which in
cludes an offer from the Indone

sian government for a much larger share of 
oil and gas revenues as well as direct elec
tions for Parliament next year. But despite 
seeing some remarkable improvements on 
the ground—killings in Aceh have dropped 
by about 85 percent since the ceasefire—the 
rebels have used the pause in fighting to re
cruit new members, expand their own shad
ow government and tell the local population 
that independence is on the way. The GAM’s 
civilian leaders openly admit as much. “We

won’t give up our claim to inde
pendence,” says rebel negotiator 
Sofyan Ibrahim Tiba. “The 
agreement both sides signed 
was just for a ceasefire.”

But almost no one else sees 
it that way. The Indonesian 
government fumed last week 
that the GAM was threatening 
the entire peace process by con
tinuing to insist on its right to 
break away. Its case has only 
been bolstered by other GAM 
violations of the ceasefire 
agreement, including extorting 
“taxes” from local residents and 
kidnappings for ransom. And 
the United States, the Euro
pean Union and Japan, which 
have promised Aceh millions of 
dollars in reconstruction aid if 
the peace process stays afloat, 
are not buying the rebels’ posi
tion. “GAM is incorrect in be
lieving that any part of the 
peace process has to do with in
dependence,” says Ralph Boyce, 
the American ambassador to 
Indonesia. “There’s no country 
I’m aware of that would sup
port the separation of Aceh.”

For its part, the TNI appear to have lost 
patience with diplomacy. Residents from 
the central Aceh town of Takengon say that 
the military employed Javanese migrants to 
burn down an office of the Joint Security 
Committee, the international peace
monitoring group, last month. Two weeks 
ago another mob of about 500 Javanese 
torched a peace-monitor office in Langsa, 
in east Aceh, having arrived there in a con
voy of military trucks, say witnesses. Locals 
claim two military intelligence officers es
corted the mob. The TNI has denied re
sponsibility for both attacks, claiming the 
rioters were normal Acehnese conducting 
“spontaneous demonstrations in support of 
the unitary state of Indonesia.” Sources 
close to the peace process reject this expla
nation. Worse, analysts and human rights 
workers fear the military wants the moni
tors out of Aceh so it can launch a massive 
crackdown on the rebels. “It’s the same 
strategy that they used in East Timor and 
it’s very nasty,” warns one Western security 
expert in Jakarta.

One more chance for cooperation is at 
hand. The Indonesian government, the 
GAM and international monitors are ex
pected to hold an emergency joint meeting 
this week to discuss salvaging the peace pro
cess. If progress isn’t  made soon, there may 
no longer be a peace to monitor.

W ith  PETER  JA N S S E N  in J a k a r ta

Many believe the 
Army is anxious to 
find—or create— 

any excuse to 
renew operations 
against the rebels

A Hollow Triumph?
Africa’s m ost populous country is set to return a civilian 
governm ent to power. But its reform effort rem ains lax.

BY RICHARD DOWDEN

H
e  w a d d l e s  l ik e  a  sm a l l  
bear and smiles like a favorite 
uncle, but when he speaks—or 
rather growls—people tend to sit 
up. Gruff old soldier, interna
tional statesman and born-again Christian, 

66-year-old Olusegun Obasanjo seemed 
likely last weekend to win re-election as 
president of Nigeria. In addition, Obasanjo’s 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) won a sol
id majority in the Nigerian Parliament. The 
voting wasn’t free of controver
sy—Obasanjo’s chief rival, Mu- 
hammadu Buhari, charged that 
some of his supporters were vi
olently intimidated and ballot 
papers were delivered late or 
not at all in some districts. Still, 
the election was shaping up as 
a triumph in one important 
respect: it would be the first 
time in Nigeria’s 43 years of in
dependence that the govern
ment has successfully passed 
from one civilian administra
tion to another.

That’s an achievement but, 
if he wins, Obasanjo will have 
to tackle the deep-rooted prob
lems that he failed to address 
during his first four years as 
president. Analysts say he 
must crack down on corrup
tion, reorganize Nigeria’s top- 
heavy federal system and mend |  
the Muslim-Christian divide ” 
that has caused the deaths of thousands in 
recent years. (Nigeria has more Christians 
and Muslims, almost equally divided, than 
any other country in Africa.)

In addition, Obasanjo has to sort out the 
volatile politics of the oil-rich Niger Delta 
and placate locals who demand a greater 
share of the wealth that comes from under 
their feet. Oil accounts for 70 percent of the 
country’s economic output. In March, fierce 
batties in the Delta region between hired 
gangs of local bosses quickly turned into a 
war between ethnic groups. Oil companies 
shut down their operations, costing Nigeria 
40 percent of its production. “There was no 
real reform in the first term,” says one West
ern diplomat in Lagos. “Everyone hopes 
that now he will be more radical.”

Nigeria is not just another African coun
try in trouble. It is the giant of West Africa, 
the world’s largest black nation, with some 
120 million inhabitants. It is also the 
world’s sixth largest oil producer, providing 
10 percent of U.S. oil imports. Production 
is expected to double by the end of the dec
ade. But Nigerians are poorer today than 
they were at independence in I960. Per 
capita income has fallen from about $1,000 
a year in 1980 to less than $300 today. Eco
nomic growth has stayed at about 3 percent

annually—barely enough to keep up with 
the population-growth rate. Outside of the 
oil industry, bad governance, weak laws 
and Nigeria’s terrible reputation for corrup
tion scare off foreign investment. Not for 
nothing is Obasanjo’s government nick
named the Money Republic.

Some critics worry that Obasanjo is try
ing to take the country back to the 1970s 
with a centralized, state-controlled econo
my. Indeed, four of his answers in an inter
view with NEWSWEEK began: “When I was 
growing up ...” He’s done little to reduce 
government spending or to stop the ram

pant fraud that makes doing business in 
Nigeria so expensive. The government col
lects about $60 million a day in oil earnings 
and royalties, but much of that money is ei
ther squandered or stolen. “Politics is a bat
tle for the division of spoils at the center,” 
says one Western diplomat in Abuja, “and 
democracy has simply lengthened the food 
chain.” A recent official national audit re
vealed that corruption has not declined un
der civilian rule. Rather than jail the cor
rupt, Obasanjo prefers to cut deals with 
them, seeking the return of stolen state 
funds. “My aim in fighting corruption,” he 
says, “is not to put big men in jail but to en
sure that big men do not become corrupt.”

Nigeria seems so deeply divided along 
ethnic lines, and the gulf between rich and 
poor is so vast, that the country’s very sur
vival seems miraculous at times. Many 
Christians and Muslims have lived peace
fully together for generations, but after the 
last election some northern Muslim politi
cians introduced full, and often harsh, Is
lamic Sharia. Christians in northern Nige
ria were made to feel strangers in their own 
country. Fighting broke out, thousands 
were killed and tens of thousands were 
driven from their homes. Southerners retali
ated against Muslims living in their region. 
In addition to this looming catastrophe, 
about a dozen local wars have flared up 
over the last four years among the country’s 
myriad ethnic groups. Obasanjo has used 
the Army to restore order; many of the esti
mated 10,000 people killed in these con
flicts have been shot by Nigerian soldiers.

Archbishop John Onaiyekan, the Ro
man Catholic Archbishop of Abuja, says the 
country’s leaders need to pay more atten
tion to the common good. “What we have 
to change is the idea that you give your vote 
to someone, who then gives you something 
and promises to look after you. We have to 
do what’s best for the country.”

Obasanjo claims that when he first be
came president he didn’t  realize how bad 
things had gotten in Nigeria—but that now 
he’s ready for real reform. “It took me a little 
bit of time to know the depth of the decay,” 
he told Ne w s w e e k . “Now I won’t need to 
dig to find the problems.” He’s vowed to 
add more progressive-minded technocrats 
to his administration. But pressed on 
whether Nigerians can expect a dramatic 
shift of gear, he says: “I would not call it 
dramatic, because that would be sensation
alizing it. I would say we’ll be going faster 
than we were.” He’d better hurry. ■

‘M y  aim,’ says Obasanjo, ‘is not to put big men in jail, 
but to ensure that big men do not become corrupt’



Is This Axis Evil?
The big economic success 
stories o f the 1990s are 
merging into one global 
force, driving down 
prices and, perhaps, 
raising the risk o f deflation
BY KAREN LOWRY MILLER

I
T MAY NOT BE EVIL, BUT IT IS AN 
axis. Quietly, the strengthening powers 
of China, the Internet and Wal-Mart are 
fueling a global surge in cutthroat com
petition, driving down prices world
wide. China continues to evolve as the 

world’s largest and cheapest manufacturer. 
The Internet is uniting all shoppers in a kind 
of global consumer cartel, chipping away at 
the price of everything from home mort
gages to plane tickets and used dolls. Wal- 
Mart has established itself as the world’s 
largest company—mission: “to lower the 
world’s cost of living”—for the second year 
running and probably for our lifetimes, says 
Fortune magazine. And unlike the Axis of 
Evil, there’s no question that the links in this 
triumvirate are real: Wal-Mart became No. 1 
by exploiting Internet technology to cut 
costs and to sell mountains of cheap goods, 
often made in China.

Those who hate anything big and global 
will hate this axis, too. Those who embrace 
free markets will celebrate the cutthroats, 
since they contributed mightily to a spectac
ular rise of productivity in the 1990s and 
helped smother inflation. Now, however, no 
big national economy is strong, all too many 
factories are underemployed, and one has to 
wonder whether price pressures are height
ening the opposite risk: deflation. The Unit
ed States, which has been haunted by the 
nightmare of deflation since its stock and 
Internet bubbles started popping in early 
2000, is particularly vulnerable now that 
growth has slowed; core inflation is less 
than 2 percent. Cary Leahey, a Deutsche 
Bank economist in New York, gives defla
tion a l-in-20 chance of striking the United 
States, up from l-in-50 in 2001. “You could 
build a case for deflation as the dark side

of the productivity miracle,” he warns.
The D-word is now a watchword. The 

U.S. Federal Reserve has been eyeing 
Japan, which has been subject to the 
wealth-destroying effect of deflation since 
its stock and real estate markets crashed in 
the early 1990s, and Fed governors have 
made clear their commitment to stave off a 
similar scenario in America. But competi
tion in the global economy is now so in
tense that companies are rapidly losing the 
power to raise prices. Overall, prices in de
partment and discount stores have been 
falling for six years, and the price of cloth
ing in the States fell 3 percent in February 
from the previous year—thanks largely, an
alysts say, to the Wal-Mart effect. That’s 
changing consumer expectations. “We 
have to move to more global buying to get 
huge cost savings,” says the economist for a 
giant European multinational. “Consumers

believe a price is just a starting point.” 
The Fed has learned to control the 

boom-bust swings seen in the 1970s and 
1980s, but that’s why inflation rates sail 
closer to zero. That leaves less of a margin 
for error in the case of a downturn, like the 
one we’re in now. The outlook for inflation 
is lower than when companies borrowed to 
expand in the 1990s, which means it will be 
more expensive to repay than they had ex
pected. This is why Moody’s has been 
downgrading the credit of so many big 
companies, says John Lonski, chief 
economist at the credit-rating agency. “I 
don’t want to see inflation go any lower,” 
says Lonski. “The risk of price deflation in 
the U.S. economy is greater than at any 
time since at least 1950.”

There aren’t many people who remem
ber the pain of deflation, since it last struck 
worldwide during the 1930s. In the roaring

’90s, everyone outside Japan forgot that 
prices can swing dangerously in either di
rection. At the same time, the Web was 
making price information available to 
shoppers everywhere, and now everyone 
from airlines to hotels and car companies 
are setting up their own discount Web sites 
to compete with the online middlemen. Car 
buyers can easily scan all available dis
counts from any or all manufacturers. Even 
home buyers cruise the Web for the best 
deals in mortgages and available proper
ties. The lag between the introduction of a 
new gizmo and the collapse of its price is 
getting shorter and shorter. During the 
boom, rising volume made up for falling 
prices. But when the U.S. dipped into re
cession in 2001, the specter of “deflation” 
re-entered the global economic lexicon.

The pressure grows with every new of
fensive from Wal-Mart. The retailer has ex
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CUTTHROAT COMPETITORS: Prices are being driven down by the worldwide spread of W a l-M art 
discount stores (left), cheap Chinese exports (above) and Internet marketplaces like eBay

panded from its home base in Arkansas to 
more than 4,400 stores in 10 countries, and 
from general merchandise to food and 
gasoline. It squeezes discounts out of its 
30,000 suppliers, who squeeze their sup
pliers, and so on around the world. The dis
count ripple effect travels at light speed 
over Wal-Mart’s private satellite communi
cation network, the largest system of its 
kind in the world, forcing rival stores to re
spond, too. With $247 billion in sales, Wal- 
Mart is already the world’s largest company 
by $60 billion, and it aims to double in size 
by 2008, even as the retail market is set to 
grow just 25 percent. It is now experiment
ing with car sales and financial services, 
and opening new stores in Europe, Japan 
and China. “Everybody’s going to be faced 
with Wal-Mart before long,” says Ira Kalish 
of Retail Forward consultants.

China is also putting relentless down

ward pressure on prices. In some cases, 
companies trying to stay ahead of competi
tion from China wind up making up big in
vestments that only add to a glut of factory 
capacity. Tatha Ghose of Dresdner Klein- 
wort Wasserstein figures cheap exports from 
China can lower the inflation rate of import
ing countries by half a point or so—a signifi
cant drop when inflation is only a few points.

The world may never fall below zero into 
the deflation red zone, but the threat will re
main until growth picks up. “For the next 
two or three decades it may seem like all ev
eryone talks about is deflation,” says Paul 
Donovan, global economist with UBS War
burg, who puts the probability of global de
flation at 15 percent, and of inflation at 20 
percent. “Now we have to guard against 
both.” Don’t  be surprised, then, if the next 
“Coalition of the Willing” is made up of cen
tral bankers. ■
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Cry for Me, Baghdad
Postwar Iraq is in a deep, dark em erging-market crisis 
that makes Argentina look norm al by com parison

BY RAN AFOROOHAR

B
a c k  in  t h e  l a t e  
1970s, Iraq was on a 
short list of the 
world’s most suc
cessful developing 
countries. Baghdad cafés were 

bustiing with a well-educated 
professional class that presid
ed over a thriving economy, 
which has since shrunk from 
$100 billion to (best guess) 
perhaps $25 billion. Now Iraq 
emerges from the war at the 
top of another list—that of 
the biggest emerging-market 
meltdowns ever. It has a debt- 
to-GDP ratio of 15 to 1, or sev
eral times that o f Argentina or 
Brazil at the height of their 
troubles last year. Like Russia 
after the Soviet Union, Iraq 
faces the challenge of turning a 
corrupt dictatorship into a 
free-market economy. “Iraq’s ¡ 
situation is very, very compli- E 
cated,” says Ian Bannon, head |  
of conflict prevention and re- 1 
construction at the World 1 
Bank. “We haven’t seen any
thing quite like it.”

In every recent emerging- 
market crisis, from Thailand to Argentina, 
the rescue has been hampered by issues of 
“transparency,” which is banker jargon for 
the tendency of debtors to hide their as
sets and dodge their obligations. Next to 
Iraq, however, the other emerging mar
kets are open books. Believable numbers 
on everything from wages to GDP are as 
hard to locate as Saddam himself. The 
World Bank stopped lending to Iraq in 
1973, and the IMF did its last economic 
analysis of the country in 1983. Most na
tions that default scramble to renegotiate 
payments, and restore their credibility, in 
a matter of weeks or months; Saddam had 
not made a debt payment to creditors in 
12 years. “The first thing to understand 
when talking about the Iraqi economy is 
that any numbers that are thrown out 
must be treated with caution,” says Jan 
Randolph, head of economics at London’s 
World Markets Research Centre. That 
said, the most credible current estimate of

Iraq’s debt burden is “off the charts. It’s fair 
to say these financial obligations are the 
largest we’ve seen.” Over half the total 
comes from Gulf War I reparations, and the 
rest represents loans from foreign govern
ments, largely from Gulf states during 
Iraq’s war with Iran, or unpaid bills from 
foreign contractors, mostly due to Russian 
energy and telecom contractors. In short, 

the characters in Iraqi debt ne
gotiations will have a far wider 
range of profiles and motives 
than the usual lineup of inter
national bankers, making 
reaching an agreement all the 
more difficult.

The Bush administration is 
urging creditors to forgive the 
debt—which is easy for Wash
ington to ask, because Iraq has 
few U.S. creditors. One hurdle: 
world markets have a lingering 
tendency to see Iraq as an Arab 
Argentina—a regional trading 
power fallen on hard times— 
not as a postwar basket case. 
While crisis economies typical
ly need to stabilize their curren
cy before they can repay debts, 
Iraq will have to retire the 
worthless “Saddam dinar” and 
print a new currency—which 
makes it more like Afghanistan 
than Argentina. Arab states ea
ger to contain the chaos may be 
willing to forgive. But the 
French and Germans show no 
such spirit, and the Russians, 
who had to pay Soviet debts, 
may see no reason to eyuse 
Saddam’s. Randolph says Rus

sia could be moved to forgiveness by a shot 
at new contracts in Iraq: “Inevitably, there’s 
going to be a lot of horse trading.”

The Bush administration is perhaps too 
optimistic in hoping that Iraqi oil will cover 
a reconstruction bill of up to $100 billion. 
And that doesn’t begin to address the full 
scope of Iraq’s debt crisis, in which paying 
back creditors is only part of the challenge. 
While the IMF has leaned on postcrisis na
tions like Thailand, South Korea and Ar
gentina to make sweeping free-market re
forms of their financial systems—and has 
been vilified as an imperial tool of the Unit
ed States for doing so—reforming other 
crisis-torn markets was nothing compared 
to the challenge in Iraq, which has to tear 
down and rebuild a system in which all 
laws and institutions bowed to the dictate 
of one man. This is no Argentina. Indeed, if 
Baghdad is in as little trouble as Buenos 
Aires in 10 or 15 years, it will be doing 
miraculously well. ■

WORTHLESS: An Iraqi carries a fistfu l of dinars out of the Central Bank

Iraqi government debts is $383 billion, 
dwarfing even Brazil’s massive 2001 debt 
of $226 billion.

The $383 billion estimate comes from a 
recent report by the Center for Internation
al Strategic Studies, a Washington think 
tank. Coauthor Bathsheba Crocker says

W hat Iraq Owes the World
(U.S.$, in billions)

Biggest bill:UnDaid
¿ills Russia $12 billion

$57 Gulf War 1

Foreign
debt

$127

compensation
claims
$199*

Biggest claim:
Kuwait $68.8 billion

Γ "* 1
Biggest portion: 
Interest $47 billion

Total financial obligations: $383 billion
*$320 BILLION CLAIMED. $148 BILLION SETTLED FOR $43 BILLION WITH $27 BILLION OF THAT 
AMOUNT STILL UNPAID. $172 BILLION UNSETTLED. SOURCE: CSIS

Comeback, by Design
Nissan, long an also-ran to H onda and Toyota, 
is on a roll w ith its bold new approach to car style

BY KEITH NAUGHTON

J
IMMY PARSONS HAD NO PLANS 
to buy a car when he accompa
nied a friend to a Nissan dealer
ship. To Parsons, Nissan was al
ways “kind of a joke, and boring.” 
Then he got a load of the razor-sharp 350Z 

sports car in the showroom. “I thought of 
myself in that car and went, ‘Wow!’ ” 
says Parsons, 38, who wheeled a 
$33,000 silver Z off the lot. “I 
don’t  really need more tickets, 
but I wanted that Z.”

If anyone should be pulled 
over for speeding, it’s Nis
san. Sputtering along a few 
years ago, the company 
has come roaring back by 
overhauling its lineup with 
racy automotive architec
ture. Ever since Renault 
took control in 1999, the 
Japanese automaker has 
reinvented itself by unleash
ing a blitz of 28 new models 
with a French eye for style.
There’s the arched roofline of the Maxima, 
with a soaring skylight suggesting an 
artist’s loft. Then there’s the quirky Quest 
minivan, with an orange interior and a 
shifter poking out o f a center pod dash. 
And Nissan’s cigar-nosed Infiniti G35 luxu
ry car is turning heads with glistening 
headlights sweeping back into the fenders.

nect with 
buyers be
cause they’re like visual 
jewelry,” says Car and 
Driver editor Csaba 
Csere. That has pumped 
up Nissan’s U.S. sales nearly 20 percent in 
the past five years, while profits grew 84 
percent. By mid-decade Nissan plans to sell

The new Armada SUV 
(above) is aimed at 
the Hummer crowd. 
The Z roadster (top) 
is after Porsche fans.

1 million cars in America, a 35 percent 
boost that’ll put them on Honda’s bumper.

Now Nissan is taking on Detroit’s big 
rigs. At the New York Auto Show Nissan 
launched its own land yacht—the Pathfind
er Armada (no joke). The hulking $40,000 
SUV with a humped hood captures some of 
the military machismo that has made the 
Hummer H2 a hit. It is based on Nissan’s 
brawny Titan pickup that debuted to raves 
in January. Both models go on sale this fall. 
But already one critic has compared the Ar
mada to a Ninja Turtle. That’s OK with Nis
san, starved for attention after years of try
ing to make Toyota clones. “We don’t want 
to be stupidly bold,” says Nissan product de
velopment chief Patrick Pelata, “but we 
want to be different.”

Nissan nearly ran itself aground chas
ing Toyota. By the time Renault’s Carlos 
(Le Cost Killer) Ghosn took the wheel at 
Nissan, the automaker was awash in debt 
and its drab cars were distant also-rans. 
While Ghosn closed factories and laid off 
workers, Pelata re-engineered Nissan’s 
cars with the formula that revived Renault 
in Europe: in-your-face designs. And 
to appeal to lead-footed Americans, he 
stuffed muscle-car engines into those hip 

new models. Now Gen-Xers 
who reject Toyota and Honda 
as mom-mobiles are discover
ing Nissan.

But trendy cars can flame 
out fast. Volkswagen was hot 
two years ago and now its sales 
are off 11 percent. “You can’t 
turn your back on the possibil
ity that the shelf life will be 
short,” says Montclair, Calif., 
Nissan dealer John Hawkins. 

Nissan insists it’s more than 
a passing fancy. Un

like those of the fading VW 
Beetle, Nissan’s designs 

are modem, not retro. 
Nissan also hopes its 
topnotch quality will at
tract buyers in the jum 
bo SUV market domi
nated by Detroit. And 
Ghosn is stoking demand 
with new models like 

the $34,000 Z convertible 
coming this summer. But 

mostly, Nissan believes it 
won’t lose its groove because 
it’s still running scared. “We had 
a near-death experience,” says 
Ghosn, “we’re just glad to be here.” 
Now he just has to make sure 

Nissan doesn’t  become an automotive fash
ion victim.

W ith  JOAN  RAYM O N D
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W ith technology and a global mission, scientists nailed 
this bug in seven weeks. Curing it will be much harder.

BY CLAUDIA KALB
IT WAS 2:30 A.M. ON 
Saturday, Slarch 15, 
when Dr. Michael 
Ryan, a contagious- 
disease specialist at the 
World Health Organi

zation in Geneva, was jolted out of bed by a 
phone call. The WHO’s regional office in 
Manila was on the line, alerting Ryan that 
the mysterious new illness spreading its 
way through Asia might now be hopping 
continents. A 32-year-old Singaporean 
physician had attended a conference in 
New York and was on his way home—and 
he was exhibiting suspicious respiratory 
symptoms. Reports of cases in Canada and 
Singapore had recently made their way to 
Geneva; the predawn call made the situa
tion all the more urgent. Ryan worked the 
phones, tracking the man to a Singapore 
Airlines flight, due in Frankfurt at 9:30 that 
morning. By the time the plane touched 
down, quarantine specialists in goggles and 
jumpsuits were waiting to take the doctor 
and his two travel companions to an isola
tion ward. “It was the first time we’ve ever 
worked faster than a virus,” says Ryan.

Welcome to the new era of high-speed 
medical detective work. It took seven years 
after Lyme disease appeared in 1975 to 
identify the agent that caused it; AIDS, in 
1981, took three. The pursuit of severe 
acute respiratory syndrome—or SARS—by 
contrast, has moved at a lightning pace, 
fueled by dramatic advances in technology, 
unprecedented scientific cooperation and a 
pressing sense of international crisis. With
in just seven weeks, SARS was identified, 
named and its virus genetically mapped.

The disease is still a formidable threat: late 
last week there were more than 3,000 cases 
in 25 countries and more than 150 deaths 
worldwide. And there is no cure. Still, the 
battle to attack it swiftly and head-on has 
been “extraordinary,” says Dr. Peter Hotez 
of the George Washington University 
School of Medicine. “It’s the medical 
equivalent of shock and awe.”

American health officials are motivated 
by the burdens of the past. Health Secretary 
Tommy Thompson says he is haunted by 
the 1918 flu epidemic, which killed 25 mil
lion to 40 million people worldwide. Much 
more recently, the anthrax scare blindsided 
public-health experts, delaying their re
sponse. So when Thompson heard the first 
buzz about a pneumonia outbreak in Asia 
in February, neither he nor officials at the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
took the news lightly. Two statistics in par
ticular stood out: the “attack rate” of health 
workers (doctors and nurses who got sick 
after treating patients) was an alarming 56 
percent in Hanoi. “We never see that kind 
of rate,” says CDC director Julie Gerber- 
ding. And while the death rate seems mod
est at 4.9 percent, it is higher than the 1918 
flu rate, which was just under 4 percent. By 
mid-March both departments had set up 
SARS control centers and began holding 
daily conference calls. CDC scientists were 
deployed to Asia to join the WHO. And 
U.S. doctors were briefed on symptoms.

The WHO, in the meantime, was bol
stering global communication and cooper
ation. The day the Singaporean doctor 
landed in Frankfurt, the agency issued a 
global travel alert, identifying the illness as 
SARS for the first time, and calling it a

m
&  %

A Hong Kong housing 
complex hit hard by SARS
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Progress
After learning that the mysteri - 
ous respiratory illness now 
known as SARS was a threat,

V
m  μ

scientists moved quickly to
contain and identify it.

Stohr in Geneva

China, where suspicious cases 
first appeared in November, 
reports 305 cases of "atypical 
pneumonia" to the WHO.

The WHO issues an emergency 
traveler's alert, identifies the 
illness as SARS and calls for 
global cooperation to stop it.

Leading epidemiologists, includ
ing scientists at the CDC, join the 
WHO in a conference call and 
agree to share information.

Canadian scientists in 
Vancouver post the first com - 
pleted genome sequence of the 
SARS virus on the Internet.

Thompson in 0.1

Thompson and others meet 
with the president, who 
authorizes a quarantine of 
people with SARS, if necessary.

The WHO announces that 
SARS is a member of the Coro
navirus family, a new pathogen 
never before seen in humans. Canadian genome mappers in their lab

“worldwide health threat.” Two days later 
top-notch epidemiologists from around the 
world, including the CDC, joined Klaus 
Stohr—the lead scientist on the WHO crisis 
team—on a conference call and agreed to 
lay aside traditional rivalries for funds, 
fame and profit. They began flooding a se
cure WHO Web site with patient d a ta -  
case histories, blood samples and treatment 
regimes—so scientists could learn from 
each other. “These are all famous micro
biologists whose life’s dream is to discover a 
virus, put their name on it and win the No
bel Prize,” says Stohr. “But they understood 
that our only chance to put this thing back 
in the bottle is if we all work together.”

One of the most exciting Web postings: 
the virus’s complete genome, announced 
first by a team of Canadian scientists on 
April 12 and then, days later, by the CDC. 
Using a high-tech sequencing machine and 
just a millionth of a gram of genetic materi
al extracted from a SARS patient in Toron
to, researchers at Canada’s Michael Smith 
Genome Sciences Centre in Vancouver de
coded the virus’s 30,000-base sequence in 
just six days. Yaron Butterfield, a member 
of the team, worked nonstop, subsisting on

J oin Claudia Kalb for a L iv e la lk  on 
1. at noon. 

nom____

midnight snacks of soy nuts, rushes of 
adrenaline and a celebratory “veggie 
wedgie” pizza with his lab mates. The 
genome successfully decoded, scientists 
were able to positively identify the SARS 
pathogen, and last week announced it was 
a new member of the coronavirus family.

A long road lies ahead. Scientists need 
to develop precise diagnostic tests, find ef
fective treatments and, ideally, design a 
preventive vaccine. The greatest challenge 
for now is in containing the disease, espe
cially in hot spots like Hong Kong and the 
Toronto region of Canada, where the Ro
man Catholic diocese recently banned 
shaking hands and drinking communion

wine at church. And then there’s China. 
Months after the first cases, the country fi
nally caved to world pressure, admitting it 
had a serious outbreak on its hands.

Scientists are by nature curious, hard
working and smart—qualities they have ex
ploited in their campaign against SARS. 
They’re also realistic. Even today, micro
scopic pathogens can outsmart us. And 
more are likely to emerge. “SARS,” says Dr. 
Andrew Simor, of Toronto’s Sunnybrook 
and Women’s College Health Sciences Cen
tre, “is just a dress rehearsal for the next 
one.” We can only hope we’ll be ready.

W ith  STEFAN  TH EIL , DEBRA RO SENBERG , 
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BY SEAN M. SMITH

I
 s h o u l d n ’t  e v e n  b e  t a l k in g  
about this,” Bryan Singer says. It’s late 
on a Sunday night, and the 37-year-old 
director of “X2: X-Men United,” is nurs
ing a vodka and tonic at Orso, in Los 
Angeles. Two hours ago he made his fi

nal tweaks to the $ 120 million movie, and he 
has every reason to celebrate. But there’s a 
trashy story about the making of that 
movie—it begins with his taking a painkiller 
and ends with Halle Berry reportedly telling 
him to “Kiss my black a - ”—that’s been dog
ging him. “Some gossipy freaky person de
cides to embellish a story and some idiot calls 
the New York Post, which is a tabloid, it’s not 
even a f— king newspaper,” he says. “It’s not 
relevant enough for me to sue them, al
though I could. The fact that anyone’s talk
ing about this has nothing to do with what 
really happened and everything to do with, 
‘We’ve got to have something to talk about be
cause we’re bored.’ Unbelievable.”

It seems that Singer’s bad-boy reputa

response from advance screenings has been 
ecstatic. “I’m very pleased,” Singer says. “I 
haven’t  felt that kind of unanimous good 
will since ‘The Usual Suspects’.”

But for every accolade, there is an anec
dote about his volatility. Stories about 
Singer’s sudden explosions—kicking chairs 
and screaming at crew members—pop up 
almost every time he makes a movie. His 
outbursts have become a running joke with 
his crew and collaborators, many of whom 
have nonetheless worked with him on mul
tiple films. “It’s an urban legend,” says “X2” 
screenwriter Dan Harris, laughing. “But 
seeing it firsthand is a different story.” Yeah, 
deadpans another screenwriter on the film, 
Michael Dougherty. “IVe read about Hi
roshima, but have I ever stood in the mid
dle of an atomic bomb?”

Some believe Singer’s flare-ups are sim
ply stress-related: the cast and crew on 
“X2,” after all, numbered nearly 2,000. “It’s 
just hard to orchestrate that many people,” 
says Famke Janssen, who plays telekinetic

Donner. “When he starts up, I just either 
roll my eyes or I start laughing. In his heart 
he’s a good guy, but honestly, he can’t  help 
himself sometimes.”

Singer will joke about his short fuse—to 
a point. The rumors imply, inaccurately, 
that he’s out of control. The New York Post 
story stated that he was taking pain pills 
that prevented him from being able to 
shoot, a claim he emphatically denies. He 
was, however, in pain for the entire shoot 
because of a hip injury. On the day in ques
tion, a crew member gave him a single pain 
pill. “I took no drug that made me woozy 
and unable to work,” he says. “In fact, that 
day, I not only wrote one of the more inter
esting moments in the picture, but I shot it 
and was in the editing room all evening.” 
Meanwhile, his longtime friend and execu
tive producer, Thomas DeSanto, repri
manded the pill-dispensing crew member. 
When Singer found out, he lashed out at 
DeSanto. The argument escalated. Singer 
“fired” his pal. DeSanto refused to leave the

THE FACTOR
Big talent. Bit o f a temper. ‘X2’ director Bryan Singer is Hollywood’s hottest variable.

tion in Hollywood has risen right along 
with his star. With only five movies under 
his belt, he’s considered one of the most 
versatile, visionary directors of his genera
tion. His second film, 1995’s “The Usual 
Suspects,” scored Oscars for screenwriter 
Christopher McQuarrie and supporting 
actor Kevin Spacey, effectively launching 
the careers of everyone involved. Singer 
followed that triumph with “Apt Pupil,” the 
dark tale of a suburban boy who discovers 
that his neighbor is a Nazi war criminal. 
Then came the mutants. The original 
“X-Men” grossed $295 million 
worldwide and reignited the comic
book genre, inspiring “Spider-Man” 
and “The Hulk.” It also proved that 
Singer could infuse even a summer 
spectacle with complex characters 
and a meaningful narrative. The se
quel, which opens May 2, finds the 
X-Men batding a powerful bigot 
named Stryker (Brian Cox), who’s 
intent on destroying their race. This 
time around, the set pieces are big
ger, the visual effects slicker and the 
character development deeper. Fan

telepath Dr. Jean Grey. “You have to deal 
with daily frustrations because nothing is 
ever done, nothing is ever ready. I don’t 
have a problem with it.” She laughs. “I hap
pen to like chaos.” It should be noted, in 
fact, that every person interviewed for this 
story spoke about Singer with real affec
tion. His tirades, they say, are about his 
drive for perfection, and fueled by the ex
haustion of working endless 16-hour days, 
as well as an occasional touch of insecurity. 
“I always say to Bryan, ‘I love you, despite 
yourself’,” says producer Lauren Shuler

set. The standoff caused production to shut 
down for one day, and irked the cast, Berry 
in particular. “It was resolved that evening,” 
Singer says. “That was nothing. Tom and I, 
God, we’ve have had some real fights.”

What bothers Singer most is all this ink 
dedicated to his temper rather than to his 
craft. “We could talk about filmmaking, 
the technical aspects o f it and the story
telling aspects,” he says. He pauses. “It’s 
weird. I even wonder if it’s that interest
ing. Sometimes I actually feel boring. I 
think about Ben and J. Lo and I think, 

‘That’s what people are interested 
in, and I don’t have that’.” What he 
has, instead, are rare gifts for a 
blockbuster director: a deft hand 
with poetic images and a nuanced 
take on human nature. “The Usual 
Suspects’ ” Keyser Soze is a vicious 
criminal disguised as a twitchy 
wimp; the X-Men are mutants who, 
though feared and despised, are, in 
fact, heroes. “I seem to be fascinated 
with identity, with people not being 
what they seem,” he says. Heck, he’s 
an authority on the subject. ■
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Chinese c 
style for al

BY ALEXANDRA A. SENO

T
r a d it io n a l  Ch in e s e  d e s ig n  
has long been more popular 
abroad than in China. Shoppers 
from Vancouver to Vienna snatch 
up red lacquer furniture, silk flo
ral fabrics and cloisonné jewelry. But mid

dle-class Chinese—who still equate “chic” 
with “Western”—prefer to live in real-es
tate developments called “Bel-Air” or 
“Long Beach,” carry knock-off Gucci purs
es and fill their homes with the latest offer
ings from Ikea. “When you are always 
around Chinese things, you see things dif
ferently,” says Louise Kou, a lifestyle con
sultant with clients on the mainland and 
in Hong Kong. “In China they want some
thing modern, Western—anything but 
Chinese.”

That’s changing fast. Encouraged by 
the preponderance of mandarin collars on 
Italian dresses and Chinese antiques in 
fashionable New York interiors, more and 
more urban Chinese are embracing locally 
inspired styles once shunned as tacky and 
old-fashioned. Their newfound popularity 
is a sign of how rapid China’s moderniza
tion has been: the young, in particular— 
who are accustomed to Western goods and 
who never had to live through the years of 
choosing between different shades of drab 
green Mao suits—are the most avid con-

sumers of homegrown products. Now a 
growing number o f design houses in Hong 
Kong and the big cities on the mainland 
are capitalizing on that interest and chal
lenging some Chinese design stereotypes.

Several have found a niche blending tra
ditional style with affordable modern prac
ticality. Singaporean designer Choon Guo 
sells Chinese-inspired housewares in his 
rapidly expanding chain of Simply Life 
stores, including a $30 contemporary pot

tery vase shaped like a qipao, or Chinese 
woman’s dress. In his main outlet in Xin- 
tiandi, the sprawling mall built around 
converted traditional Shanghainese hous
es, the vase has proved a best seller among 
the throngs of local shoppers. “Older Chi
nese don’t like our things,” says Guo. “To 
them, it is a bastardization of the,pure 
forms. We cater to the new generation: the 
young, affluent customers who have had 
everything done for them.”

Douglas Young, founder of the hap
pening Hong Kong lifestyle brand G.O.D. 
(which in Cantonese sounds like “to live 
well”), cleverly draws upon nostalgia for 
the pre-glass-and-chrome Hong Kong. He 
makes bags in a print called Yaumatei, af
ter the Hong Kong district crowded with 
classic tenement housing. Young, a Lon
don-trained architect, can’t  produce Yau- 
mateis fast enough; customers filled wait
ing lists for weeks in anticipation of the 
$50 messenger-bag model. Another hit 
design is a print based on newspaper per
sonal classified ads, which use food eu
phemisms—the Chinese slang for a prosti
tute is “chicken”—to get around the ban on 
soliciting sex. Young believes Chinese 
style is ripe for updating, especially by 
Chinese designers. “Some Western inter
pretations of Chinese style caricature 
our culture,” he says. “It is disrespectful.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY VIRGILE SIMON BERTRAND FOR NEWSWEEK

Chinese design is more than dragons.” 
For some, the embrace of Chinese style 

is infused with longing. Hong Kongers 
looking for a connection to the territory’s 
formative years are patronizing stores like

MayMay King, a small shop specializing in 
soft toys, accessories and clothes made out 
of vintage Chinese fabrics. Eric Mok’s 
Upstairs studio is using zitan and black- 
wood, fine timbers much prized in Asia, to

INFUSED WITH NOSTALGIA: Mao m ilitary 
bag from MayMayKing (far left) and 
patterned dresses are a link to the past

produce clean-lined contemporary furni
ture based on Ming-dynasty styles.

Even a company like Shanghai Tang, 
which has made its name selling chinoi- 
serie to Western consumers, wants a piece 
of the mainland market. Next month the 
company will finally open a store in a 
spruced-up colonial house on one of 
Shanghai’s top shopping streets. “We have 
to be very innovative,” says creative director 
Joanne Ooi. “We don’t want to be viewed 
as just another seller of qipaos on Maom- 
ing Road.” Shanghai Tang’s style could be 
described as West meets East: contempo
rary silhouettes with Chinese accents or 
bespoke traditional outfits in fine Euro
pean fabrics. The label, founded and head
quartered in Hong Kong but now owned 
by the Swiss Richemont Group, has lately 
been turning out outfits that are less cos- 
tumey and more wearable. And its Western 
cachet only adds to its appeal: a handbag 
design based on the auspicious Chinese 
character for longevity sold out in days af
ter making an appearance on HBO’s “Sex 
and the City” series.

Someday soon, say style mavens, such 
links will no longer be required. “Fashion is 
fashion,” says Kou. “But after a while, Chi
nese will want to look back. There is no 
mistaking the pride that Chinese have for 
their heritage.” And no shortage of design 
firms eager to cash in. ■

Here comes The Devil 
Wears Prada,

sashaying down the 
runway and up the 

best-seller lists. The roman a clef 
about a fashion magazine is sure to 
be the summer’s hottest beach ac
cessory. Lauren Weisberger—a 
former assistant to Anna Wintour, 
the pencil-th in Brit who edits 
Vogue—got a huge advance (more 
than $200,000) and even bigger 
movie deal for her literary debut. 
Her doppelganger is Andrea, who 
works grueling hours for the icy, 
impossibly demanding Miranda 
Priestly—a pencil-thin Brit who 
edits a fashion bible. The devil here 
is really in the details. There's dish 
about the lavish perks—from cou
ture dry cleaning to chauffeured 
cars to free Jimmy Choos—avail
able even to lowly assistants at this

fictitious magazine. In one scene 
an editor named James pulls a bag 
of designer stuff from the Closet— 
the repository of castoffs from 
fashion shoots—and transforms 
Andrea from a Gap-clad schlub 
into a chic swan just by squeezing 
her into a pair of Gucci suede pants 
worth several thousand dollars.
(“ ‘You’re a size six, right?' James 
guesses. ‘Most everyone else is a 
four or smaller so you’re welcome 
to all of it’ .”) But the plot is slight, 
and the character development is 
anorexic. Why is Priestly so beast
ly? There's not a clue.

"Prada” left me as hungry as a 
model after a lettuce-leaf lunch, so 
I turned from Andrea to A nd ré - 
Leon Talley, that is, the real - life 
Vogue editor at large who's just 
published his memoir, A.L.T. Talley 
is a 6 -foo t-7  African-American

who grew up poor in North Caroli
na, dreaming of the glamorous 
world of fashion. His book is really 
a valentine to the two women who 
boosted him to his goal—the
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grandmother who raised him and 
his legendary mentor, Diana Vree- 
land. Both had style and, Talley a r
gues, money can’t buy that. His 
grandmother, a cleaning lady, was 
always beautifully dressed for 
church, right down to her immacu
late Kislav gloves. His slender book 
tends to be repetitious, and he 
mostly avoids the big picture (like 
the civil-rights movement of his 
youth). It's also short on gossip 
from his go-go years in the 7 0 s  
and '80s in Paris and New York. But 
there’s a genuine sweetness here: 
when Vreeland was going blind, 
he'd read aloud to her in her fa 
mously red apartment, each sipping 
vodka. Like “Prada,” “A.L.T.” 
springs from a frivolous world, but 
it’s filled with real feeling, which 
never goes out of fashion.

-C A T H LE E N  M CG U IGAN
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The World of the Gulag
A definitive account portrays the Soviet Union not as a 
noble experim ent gone awry but as a system o f m urder

BY ANDREW NAGORSKI

D
u r in g  a  c o u p l e  o f  t o u r s  as  
a correspondent in Russia and 
Germany, I was struck by a re
markable contrast. Visitors to 
Moscow are happy to snap up 

memorabilia featuring hammer-and-sickle 
emblems and images of Lenin and Stalin, 
but visitors to Berlin wouldn’t dream of 
buying swastika trinkets or Hitler por
traits—even if they were on offer, which 
they aren’t. “While the symbol of one mass 
murder fdls us with horror, the symbol of 
another mass murder makes us laugh,” 
writes Anne Applebaum, now a Washing
ton Post columnist. Her 677-page book 
“Gulag: A History” (Doubleday) should 
stop the laughter. It should also immediate
ly claim its rightful place as the most au
thoritative—and comprehensive—account 
of the Soviet concentration-camp system 
ever published by a Western writer.

The explosive growth of that network 
of camps has been chronicled before, most 
memorably by former zeks, or prisoners, 
like Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Evgeniya 
Ginzburg and Gustaw Herling-Grudzinski. 
Western scholars like Robert Conquest 
have also contributed a rich body of litera
ture on the subject. But in the West, the 
Soviet camp system has never haunted the 
popular imagination like the Nazi version 
has. By writing a vivid, detailed history for 
a general audience, Applebaum has clearly 
set out to change what she sees as a funda
mental misperception of many outsiders 
to this day: that the Soviet experience was

a noble experiment gone awry rather than 
a system based on murder and destruction 
from day one.

While the Gulag is most closely associ
ated with Stalin, it was started under Lenin 
right after the Bolshevik revolution of 1917. 
As part of Lenin’s Red Terror, “special 
camps” were quickly established. In theory, 
what came to be known as the Gulag was a 
system of forced labor rather than a death 
machine. But of the 18 million people who 
passed through between 1929 and 1953, 
Applebaum points to a death count of al
most 3 million. And this is far from a com
plete tabulation. It doesn’t include those 
who perished in the early or late years of 
the system, which oudived Stalin’s death in 
1953 and continued, albeit with smaller 
numbers of political prisoners, until 1986. 
It also omits the millions of others who 
died as a result of the regime-orchestrated 
Ukrainian famine, outright executions and 
political exile in remote regions.

Drawing on a flood of new memoirs 
and documents from archives 
that were at least briefly 
opened, Applebaum paints a 
mesmerizing picture of every 
stage of the life and death of 
zeks. After the already terrify
ing ordeal of arrest and interro
gation in prison, they faced 
transport—usually in sealed 
railroad cars—across vast dis
tances to reach freezing destina
tions in the North and Far East.
Hunger, thirst, torture and

‘GRAVE ABUSE ': For Gulag prisoners, hunger, 
thirst, torture and sadism were the norm

sadism were the norm, anything to break 
the spirit of the “enemies of the people.” 
Charges were a mere formality and often 
forgotten, and new sentences were added 
on top of old ones at a guard’s or interroga
tor’s whim. Common criminals engaged in 
gang rapes and even murder of the “politi
cals” as the authorities looked the other 
way. Taken to orphanages, children of pris
oners were told to “forget their parents”— 
and often disappeared forever.

But along with the horrors, there were 
impressive displays of humanity, heroism 
and resistance. From the earliest days of 
the Gulag, some prisoners staged hunger 
strikes, refused to work or escaped—al
though all those actions could lead to 
death. Applebaum tells the riveting story 
of “The Forty Days of Kengir,” a huge re
volt that broke out at a camp in Kazakh
stan in 1954, a year after Stalin’s death. A 
rare alliance between the criminals and 
the politicals allowed the prisoners to 
drive the authorities out in a short-lived 
victory. When they returned, it was with 
troops and tanks that—unlike the tank at 
Tiananmen Square in Beijing in 1989— 
didn’t hesitate to crush the resisters, in
cluding women, who stood in their way.

When Nikita Khrushchev finally ac
knowledged “grave abuse” in his 
famous 1956 speech, one Polit
buro member argued against 
too quickly rehabilitating those 
who suffered in the Gulag. Oth
erwise, he warned, “it would be 
clear that the country was not 
being run by a legal govern
ment, but by a group of gang
sters.” Which is exacdy the case 
Applebaum makes with elegant 
restraint, allowing the brutal 
record to speak for itself. ■
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opponents of the new regime. And 
the Vietnamese often misunderstood 
Cambodian culture, hampering efforts to 
create a functioning government and 
economy. Lacking alternatives, they de
cided to reappoint some leaders o f the 
Khmer Rouge regime they had just oust
ed. Vietnam also oversaw the farcical trial 
of Pol Pot and his brother-in-law, Ieng 
Sary, who were tried and convicted in ab
sentia. The tribunal was meant to repre
sent a symbolic break from the previous 
regime and encourage other former 
Khmer leaders to work with the new gov
ernment, says Gottesman. But many 
Cambodians were left to wonder exactly 
how much had changed.

The occupation dragged on, draining 
Vietnam of resources and lives and shatter
ing its international reputation. “I don’t 
think Vietnam ever intended to permanentiy 
occupy Cambodia,” says Gottesman. “They 

thought it was in 
their national-secu
rity interests. They 
needed a govern
ment that would be 
an ally.” Though the 
Vietnamese pulled 
out of Cambodia 
after 10 years, to 
this day many Cam
bodians refer to 
their Vietnamese- 
installed Khmer 
leaders—many of 
whom still remain 
in power—as “Viet
namese puppets.” 
Cambodia remains 
something o f a 
basket case, corrupt 
and dysfunctional, 
its long-suffering 

people receiving litde benefit from the in
ternational aid it receives.

Gottesman’s work suggests that Iraq 
could face a similarly bleak future. With 
every passing day, the liberator will increas
ingly be perceived as an occupier. Every per
son who gets sick or dies due to lack of medi
cal treatment, food or water—never mind 
remaining land mines or cluster bombs—be
comes less the victim of the ousted tyrant and 
more the responsibility o f the “liberating” 
force. “Everything works smoothly when ev
erybody is grateful,” Gottesman says. “It is 
when resentment creeps in and the liberated 
people start to think more about nationalism 
than they do about how great it is to be liber
ated that everything becomes a struggle.” 
Washington should take note: this book is a 
sober and valuable warning of how difficult 
that struggle can be. ■

Lessons of Cambodia
Nation-building is more complicated than it seems

self-proclaimed saviors, whom they sus
pect o f coveting their natural resources. 
Will liberation be an excuse for occupation? 
To ensure a quick and painless victory, the 
invading country offers them incentives to 
defect. Then, as the cost of rebuilding be
comes clear, the liberator announces that 
the battered nation’s natural resources will 
be used to foot the bill.

Iraq? No; in Evan Gottesman’s 
timely new book, the countries in 
question are Vietnam and Cambodia. 
“Cambodia After the Khmer Rouge: 
Inside the Politics of Nation Building”
(428 pages. Yale University Press) is a 
clear-eyed and nuanced account of 
multilayered backroom efforts to re
build Cambodia after it overthrew the 
Khmer Rouge in 1979. The lessons for 
the United States in Iraq are many.

Penh in 1979, they discovered little more than 
abandoned buildings. The Khmer Rouge 
had forced out the population four years ear
lier, then fled in advance of the Vietnamese. 
But it wasn’t until the survivors of the killing 
fields began trickling back that it became 
clear how many doctors, lawyers, teachers, 
intellectuals and administrators—the people 

necessary to regenerate a so
ciety-had died.

As the Vietnamese set 
out to rebuild the country, 
Gottesman notes, things 
rarely went as planned. 
The historic animosity be
tween the two peoples col
ored nearly every aspect of 
the occupation. There was 
stronger than expected re
sistance from nationalist
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LIBERATORS OR OCCUPIERS? After 10 years, Vietnamese troops finally 
pulled out of Cambodia In 1389, leaving behind a still-needy nation

BY ERIC PAPE
T s o u n d s  f a m il ia r : a  b ig , p o w e r - 
ful nation invades an erratic smaller 
one, in the name of self-defense. After 
all, the little country’s tyrannical regime 
has committed atrocities against its 

own people and attacked its neighbors. The 
brief war that ensues is strikingly one-sided 
and ends with the seizure of most of the 
smaller country. The liberation of a long- 
suffering nation is lauded.

But many citizens of the smaller country 
have a different view. While generally ec
static about their newfound freedom from 
an oppressive regime, they are wary of their

Gottesman’s work fills a vast gap in 
scholarship on Cambodia. He focuses on 
the period of Vietnamese occupation—from 
1979 until U.N. peacekeepers arrived in 
1991—illuminating the secretive Marxist- 
Leninist regime they implanted and over
saw in Phnom Penh. The account is based 
largely on 1,300 previously undiscovered 
documents—including the minutes of top- 
level Communist Party meetings—that 
Gottesman literally stumbled upon in a gov
ernment building in the Cambodian capital.

He recounts how Vietnam’s efforts to re
build Cambodia in its own image quickly 
went awry. When troops entered Phnom



GETTING PERSONAL: Ignore the outfit. Madonna’s new album is introspective, not political.

A Bland  
Ambition
‘American Life’? You won’t 
exactly be swept away.

BY JEFF GILES

T
HERE WILL BE PEOPLE WHO 
cringe and die a little inside when 
they hear Madonna rapping on 
her new CD, but that seems so 
cold and curmudgeonly—and, 

hey, at least she isn’t singing. When Madon
na got all that vocal coaching for “Evita,” 
there was some collateral damage. She’s 
more precise. She’s got a better range. But 
now her singing, like her acting ever since 
the days of “Body of Evidence ” can seem 
clenched and remote. Madonna’s last CD, 
“Music,” was such a bright, various sun
burst of an album that all this was a 
nonissue. But her latest, “American 
Life,” is starker and more intimate.
There’s some spare guitar work and 
some electrónica that shoots past in 
little meteor showers, both the work of pro
ducer Mirwais Ahmadzai. But largely what 
you’ve got here is Madonna singing plainly 
about the human condition—and sounding 
sort of humanoid.

“American Life” would be a concept al
bum if weren’t  for the incongruous James 
Bond theme “Die Another Day.” The basic 
premise appears to be that we’ve all got to 
choose love over illusion and intimacy over 

power—and that Madonna can show 
us how because she’s done so much 
more yoga than us. On the tide track, 
which has nothing to do with war de
spite the flap over the accompanying 

video, the singer breaks into a rap about the 
gilded cage: “I got a lawyer and a manager /  
An agent and a chef /  Three nannies, an assis
tant /  And a driver and a jet /  A trainer and a 
buder /  And a bodyguard or five /  A gardener

and a stylist /  Do you think I’m satisfied?” 
From there, she says goodbye to Hollywood— 
Eminem beat her to this, of course—and to ar
tifice and greed. The sentiments are honor
able, but the melodies just don’t stick.

“American Life” eventually warms up. 
There are two perfectly gorgeous songs 
toward the end of the album, “X-Static 
Process” and “Mother and Father,” about 
her husband, presumably, and her mom, 
who died when she was 5- Madonna’s 
voice sounds lovely and almost childlike 
on these tracks. They go a long way toward 
redeeming the album. It turns out that 
the woman really can sing when she’s 
not so hellbent on proving it. ■

Madonna

'American Life’ 
Warner Bros.

Don t Go Aw^y Mäd. Just Don t Go.

O rdered by the court 
to attend an anger- 
management therapy 
group after a fracas on 

an airplane, mild-mannered schle- 
miel Dave Buznick (Adam Sandler) 
falls into the clutches of the eccen
tric Dr. Buddy Rydell (Jack Nichol
son), who will proceed, duringthe 
course of "Anger Management,” to 
take over Dave’s life and harass and 
enrage him with his invasive and ut
terly cuckoo methods. Why? Good 
question—and one that must have 
come up in story meetings between 
screenwriter David Dorfman and d i
rector Peter Segal. I suspect their 
answer was “Just because." Just 
because we think it will be funny if 
Jack gets into bed with Adam. Just 
because we want a scene where 
Adam slugs a Buddhist monk. Just

because the premise of our comedy 
makes so little sense—unless the 
therapist moves in with his patient, 
our hapless hero will be sent to 
prison—we may as well do anything 
we damn well please, as long as it’ll 
make a 15-year-old boy laugh. 
Here’s the level of the wit: Dave,

hoping to make his estranged girl - 
friend (MarisaTomei) jealous, 
shows up at a restaurant with two 
bimbos (who happen to be porn 
stars and lesbian lovers, but never 
mind that). Maitre d’ to Dave, as he 
stares at their cleavage: “Can I show 
you to your boobs?”

Unless you’re 15 at heart, 
you may need anger management 
yourself after sitting through this 
aggressively crass comedy, which 
alternates between mean-spirited 
slapstick and arbitrary uplift.
Sandler gives a far less interesting 
variation of his repressed-rage 
performance in “Punch-Drunk 
Love,” while
Nicholson, Anger Management
as if to make Revolution/Columbia
up for his 0pen
restraint in
“About Schmidt,” turns it up full 
throttle. All right, I’ll admit that I 
laughed once, when Nicholson and 
Sandler broke into “I Feel Pretty” 
from “West Side Story” in a stalled 
car on a New York bridge. Don’t ask 
why they are singing. Just because.

-O A V ID A N SE N
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T R A V E L .

THE ICY FINAL FRONTIER

We live in troubled times, but 
nonstop news can get over
whelming. Take a two-hour 

I vacation from reality with 
these slapstick flicks:
This Is Spinal Tap (’84) A 
rockumentary turned mock- 
umentary. What's funnier than 
a zucchini down the pants?

Duck Soup (’33) The Marx 
Brothers’ political satire on 
wealth and warmongering in 
fictional Freedonia.
Tommy Boy (’95) Chris Farley 
proves he’s more than a “fat 
guy in a little coat.” He’s a 
funny fat guy In a little coat.

Blazing Saddles (74) Break 
out a can of baked beans and 
settle in for the night with Mel 
Brooks’s always-fun punfest.

Victor/Victoria (’82) Julie 
Andrews as a woman pretend
ing to be a man pretending to 
be ...well, you get the idea. 
Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail (75) King Arthur's men 
stumble across killer rabbits, 
the Knights Who Say “Nil” 
and, yes, migrating coconuts.

A Shot in the Dark (64) “Pink 
Panther’s” hapless Inspector 
Clouseau is enough to make us 
forgive the French. Almost.

The Jerk (79) Steve Martin 
at his best. Physical comedy’s 
his real “special purpose.”

Some Like It Hot (59) A 
cross-dresser’s dream team: 
Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis and 
Marilyn Monroe (of course).

Bringing Up Baby (38) 
Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant 
and a leopard named Baby. 
That’s our kind of catfight.

-K A T E  STRO UP

BY JAIME CUNNINGHAM

I N 35 YEARS OF SKIING, 
Halsted Morris had never 
seen anything like the 

slopes of Baffin Island.
Located in the Arctic 
Ocean, off the coast of 
Nunavut in northern Canada, 
the island is made up of ice
cream-cone-shaped summits, 
100-foot glaciers and walls of 
sheer rock. “Here you are, out 
in the wilderness, hundreds of 
miles from anyone else,” he 
says. “You’re putting your 
signature down on the snow. 
You’re signing a painting with 
your tracks.”

Morris might have journeyed 
to Baffin Island with explorers 
on dog sleds, the way he goes on 
about the place. Truth is, he flew 
there on a DeHavilland Twin 
Otter airplane as part of Arctic 
Odysseys’ six-day Baffin Ski 
Odyssey package (arcticodysseys 
.com; $6,595). The pilot picks up 
passengers in Pangnirtung, a vil
lage on the Cumberland Penin

sula of the island, and 
takes them to pristine 
peaks just south of the 
Arctic Circle. Morris 
stayed in a dormitory- 
style lodge with a 
restaurant that served 
marinated caribou.
For those who have al

ready sampled most of the 
globe’s exotic destinations, icy 
wildernesses in Greenland, the 
North Pole, Baffin Island and 
Antarctica may be the planet’s fi
nal frontiers. A spate of travel 
documentaries and films about 
explorer Ernest Shackleton have 
fueled interest in these locations, 
say travel agents, and tourists 
rank the polar regions very low 
on the risk scale for terrorism.

Although both poles have 
become more accessible to

travelers in recent years, 
Antarctica is the most rapidly 
growing attraction. Only 6,700 

tourists visited in the 1993 
season, but by 2001 that 

number had nearly 
doubled. Because 
more outdoor activi
ties are offered, more 
and more young peo
ple worldwide are 

heading for the last 
continent. “When I 

started in Antarctica in

1989, there was no diving or 
hiking,” says Lynne Greig, pro
gram manager for Expedition 
Trips in Seattle 
(expeditiontrips.com). Now 
tourists can scuba dive, kayak 
and commune with wildlife.

You don’t  have to be an 
adrenaline junkie: most polar 
tour companies cater to the 
casual sightseer (generally the 
50-and-older crowd) but throw 
in some optional hiking and 
scuba diving, just in case the 
mood strikes. Expedition 
Cruises (expeditioncruises.com) 
takes passengers to see a re
search station at King George 
Island in the South Shetland 
Islands, swim in the geother- 
mally heated waters at Decep-

PO LAR  ESCAPES: 
Penguins, dog-sled 
rides and c lose -up  
views of whales 
await the intrepid

tion Island, set 
foot on Antarctica’s 
Paradise Bay 
peninsula and 
watch penguins 
in their natural 

habitat—all in five- 
star luxury. The 13-day trip 
costs $5,885-

For something a bit more 
rugged, the 14-day High Arctic: 
Canada and Greenland trip of
fered by Geographic Expedi
tions (www.geoex.com) in San

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: EVERETT COLLECTION, ASHTON PALMER—EXPEDITIONTRIPS, JEFF SCHULTZ-ALASKA STOCK, 
ASHTON PALMER-EXPEDITION TRIPS, EVERETT COLLECTION, LEW ROBERTSON-FOODPIX

http://www.geoex.com
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Francisco takes you through 
areas once explored by Admiral 
Peary and provides the oppor
tunity to observe polar bears 
and walruses. Tourists also visit 
4,000-year-old archeological 
sites and some of the northern
most Inuit communities. The 
$5,950 trip includes transit 
via icebreaker. For those 
who crave adventure but lack 
cash, Expedition Trips offers 
an 11-day Classic Antarctica 
cruise starting at $2,695, 
departing from Ushuaia, Ar
gentina, and sailing to the 
Antarctic Peninsula via the 
Drake Passage.

And don’t worry: summer at 
the poles isn’t really all that 
cold. The Antarctic Peninsula 
can reach 10 degrees Celsius in 
January, and July in southern 
Baffin Island often hits the 20s. 
Beats a rainy day in Denmark.

B A R C E L O N A

A PERFECT  
W EEKEND

YOU COULD SPEND A 
month in Barcelona 
and never be bored. 

But what if two days is all your 
schedule can afford? There’re 
sights you “can’t miss,” like 
Gaudí’s Pedrera and Sagrada 
Familia (upper right). But 
what’s off the beaten tourist 
track? An insider’s itinerary: 
SLEEP IN: Book a room at the 
Hotel Arts, a shimmery tower

built for the ’92 Olympics.
Then head to the pool for a glass 
of Cava, the champagne of Cat
alonia. (Doubles start at $310.

EAT: Pitch up at 
Bar Pinotxo for 
fried squid or 
heavenly hon
eyed cod. ($5, 
66-67 Mercat de 
la Boqueria).
For dinner, re
serve a mezzanine

A seaweed and 
mud treatment at 
a thalassotherapy 
institute in Antibes

Call 34-93-2211000.)
EXPLORE: Ramble down La 
Rambla (lower left), the wide 
boulevard surging up from the 
port. (But watch for pickpock
ets.) For great shopping, contin
ue north up Passeig de Gracia- 
hit Loewe for leather and Vin
çon for high-design accessories.

table at Tragaluz. 
($35 for dinner;
5 Passatge de la 
Concepcio. 
34-93-4870621) 

SECRET GARDEN: The 14th- 
century Pedralbes Monastery 
boasts one of Europe’s most 
beautiful cloistered squares, a 
little-known enclave housing 
gorgeous religious art from the 
famous Thyssen-Bornemisza 
collection. (9 Baixada del 

Monestir. 34-93-2801434).
-M IC H E L L E  JA N A

S P A S

HEALED BY  
THE SEA

s

ANOTHER SAAB STORY
News flash: the new Saab 9 -3  doesn’t have a hatchback. That’s right, no 
hatchback. If you're thinking “so what,’’ you're definitely not a die-hard Saab 
fan. Saab is one of those brands that inspires a cultlike following, and loyalists 
are passionate about every little change. Groupies swear by this midsizer's 
utility, with a huge trunk, its quirky front-wheel-drive handling and, most of 
all, its eccentric design features, like a center-console-mounted ignition
switch and its supremely utilitarian cupholders. -----------------------------------
I'll be honest: I've always loved the idea of Saab, Saab Linear 9-3 
that it wasn't a cookie-cutter design. But I al- 2.0 -lite r aluminum engine,

ways hated it for something called torque stee r- elecptronic stability program
when there's so much turbocharged power in the $ 2 6 ,5 2 5

low gears that the steering has trouble keeping saab .com

up. I’m thrilled to report that I’m a convert. v----------------------------------'
There’s still a lot of power (turbocharged, of course) in the low gears but the 
car seems better able to handle it. The 9 -3  may have lost the hatchback, but it 
got a new, stiffer chassis that provides noticeably better handling. It may take 
Saab lovers some time to adjust, but they’ll come around. -TARA  w e i n g a r t e n  

Tip: The Vector version is faster and sportier with 210 ponies, but it'll 
cost you $6,595 more.

To suggest a Road Test, log on to Newsweek.MSNBC, com and click on Tip Sheet.

EAWATER 
treatments have 
long been credited 

with helping French 
women maintain healthy, 

glowing skin and slim 
figures. (Of course, copious 
amounts of red wine, fine 
cheeses and access to great 
shopping don’t hurt.) Known 
as thalassotherapy—derived 
from the Greek thalassa, “the 
sea”—this 50-year-old spa 
treatment is still packing them 
in, with hundreds of centers all 
over Europe, especially in Brit
tany, France, where the water is 
rich in algae and minerals.

Now thalassotherapy is 
branching out, with newer 
centers in Thnisia, Cyprus, 
Mexico and on cruise ships 
from the Holland America line. 
What to expect from a treat
ment? No mere hour-long 
massage, traditional thalas
sotherapy involves a four- to 10- 
day series of soaks, saunas and 
rubdowns . Many new mothers 
in France, especially, make a 
beeline to a thalassotherapy 
center postdelivery—eager for 
the waters’ slimming and
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iers Triple 5 Soul. If you’re 
willing to bare some belly, go 
with their tighter, cropped 
sweat jackets (triple5soul.com). 
Warning: when you look cute, 
complete strangers are even 
more likely to touch your belly.

-LO R R A IN E  ALI

D R I N K S

KEEPING  
IT COOL

revitalizing potential. (Baby can 
come along.) To find a center go 
to thalatel.com, thalassofrance 
.com or francethalasso.com.
If you can’t afford the airfare 
or the spa stay, Orlane 
(orlaneparis.com) makes a 
line of thalassotherapy 
products. -  l i z  k r i e g e r

F A S H I O N

MUUMUU  
NO MORE

THERE ARE
plenty of things to 
fear when pregnant: 

excessive weight gain, natur
al childbirth and—worst of 
all—frumpy maternity 
clothes. But by mixing the 
hippest new maternity 
wear with select non- 
preggie pieces, it’s 
possible to preserve 
your sense of style.
For the first two 
trimesters, try 
super-low-rise 
jeans by Seven or 
Lucky Brand, but buy 
them a size bigger, so 
they ride well below 
your bump. When 
civilian jeans become too 
tight (and they will), 
japaneseweekend.com of

Cream of Wheat Oatmeal or Kashi

HOT MAMA:
Diesel blouse 
with Seven 
jeans (above); 
Triple 5 
Soul hoodie 
and cropped 
sweat pants 
(left)

Butter or margarine “Good fats” from olive or canola oils

4 H &  Alfredo sauce Marinara or tomato - based sauces

Prime rib A leaner tenderloin

i S U i ' I  Canned veggies Frozen vegetables are lower in salt
Onion and ranch dips Hummus or seasoned low-fat yogurt

White rice Brown rice or whole-wheat couscous
Regular pasta Whole-wheat noodles

W*!

Adapted from the Harvard Heart Letter (health.harvard.edu)

fers an extensive line of mater
nity pants—from flares to sum
mer Capris—with discreet 
stretch waistlines that almost 
look normal. Or try Gap’s ma
ternity denim skirt.
Pair them with 
Diesel’s spring 
line of roomy, 
low-cut blouses 
or clingy, long 
tank tops. Or toss 
on a baggy men’s 
hoodie from 
Brooklyn’s hip- 

hop cloth-

D ieting doesn't have to be an exercise in masochism. By replacing 
your current rations with similar—but much healthier— 
alternatives, you can painlessly gain fiber and cut fat.

Over time such small changes add up to huge improvements in your Cheerios! 
general nutrition. These switches turned on our taste buds:

INSTEAD OF
Special K, Product 19

TRY
Whole-grain brands like Cheerios

TASTY TRADE-OFFS

I
F y o u ’r e  a  w in e  l o v e r , 
you’ve probably got a few 
bottles stashed in a closet 
or under the bed. And you 
probably know that fluctua
tions in temperature can 

quickly turn a lovely 1999 
California Cab into vinegar.
So do you really need one of 
those pricey wane-storage 
units? Need, no. But if you 
store wine for longer than 
six months, you might want 
one. The cellars regulate hu
midity as well as temperature, 
keeping corks moist so they 
don’t shrink. Tip Sheet tested 
a few units in all price ranges. 
These two are our favorites. 
The KitchenAid ($1,499)

WINE AID: Keep bottles fresh at 
home with your own wine cellar

looks great and has three 
temperature zones for reds, 
whites and champagnes 
(kltchenaid.com). But if you 
plan to lay in bottles for more 
than a year, think about the 
Dometic CE 48 hy Electrolux 
($1,295 plus shipping at 
wineappreciation.com). It’s a 
little less fashionable, but 
silent and vibration-free. It 
kept our bottles at 55 degrees, 
perfect for all types of wine.

-TARA  W EINGARTEN

(
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The Last Word Ayatollah Al Hakirj

Speaking for 
The Majority
Ay a t o l l a h  m o h a m a d  b a q i r  a l  h a k i m  m a y  

hold the key to a stable post-Saddam government 
in Iraq. Head of the dominant Shiite exile group, 
the Tehran-based Supreme Council for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq, or SCIRI, he is a possible future leader 

of Iraq’s Shiite majority. As such he could well determine 
whether the country becomes democratic and secular—or
drifts toward Islamic fundamentalism.

SCIRI was founded in the early 1980s 
to export Iran’s fundamentalist revolution 
to Baghdad. The group, which has a large 
militia called the Badr Brigade, says that 
is no longer its goal—Iraq has been too 
secular for too long. Still, it must decide 
whether to work with the United States or 
not. Likewise, the United States must de
cide whether it wants the SCIRI inside or 
outside Iraq’s inchoate political tent. Last 
week Al Hakim spoke to NEWSWEEK’s 
Owen Matthews in Tehran. Excerpts:

NEWSWEEK: Why did you decide to boycott 
the U.S. - led meeting in An Nasiriya last week, 
meant as a first step toward forming an inter
im government?
AL HAKIM: I personally was not invited, 
though SCIRI was invited. We talked 
about going, but decided it wasn’t neces
sary because we didn’t know the [agenda]. 
Also, there were major popular demonstra
tions in Nasiriya against the meeting.

There were reports that those demonstrators 
were calling for an Islamic republic in Iraq. Do 
you support that?
The aim of the Nasiriya demonstration was 
to support the religious leadership, and to 
call for Iraqis to manage their own affairs.

Do you want an Islamic republic in Iraq?
The Iraqi people are Muslims. All the polit
ical [groups] agree that any government 
should be democratic and respect Islam.

What about SCIRI’s founding intention, to 
spread Islamic revolution?
The Iraqi opposition has not agreed on 
anything like that.

When do you plan to return to Iraq?
At the earliest suitable opportunity.

Armed Iraqi Shiite groups called the Badr 
Brigades have been trained in Iran. Should 
they be allowed to cross into Iraq?
The Badr Brigades are already inside Iraq. 
They are carrying out their role, which is to 
put themselves at the service of the Iraqi 
people and to ensure their security.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi has 
said that the Badr Brigades wouldn’t be al
lowed to go to Iraq.
He’s being diplomatic. The majority of the 
Badr Brigades are already in Iraq. They are 
under our general leadership. There are 
about 10,000 of them.

W e have said from the 

beginning that foreign  

forces m ust leave Iraq, 

and Iraqis m ust be able 

to install the government 

that they want

Are the Badr Brigades working in any way with 
the Coalition forces?
No, they are independent. Maybe in the fu
ture they might coordinate with Coalition 
troops, depending on the circumstances.

Why was moderate Shiite cleric Abdul Majid 
Khoei killed in Najaf on April 10? Was it be
cause he was too pro-American?
There is still a lot of suspicion about 
what happened. It could have been a 
provocation by people from outside 
Najaf, or by members of the old regime. 
But it was the Coalition forces who 
started the anarchy that allowed that 
to happen.

Are you worried the same thing could happen 
to you?
I don’t expect anything like that to happen.

What role will you play in post-Saddam Iraq?
That’s up to the people—we want a 
government elected by the people of Iraq.

So you’re going to stand for election?
When the elections come, I will 
consider it.

Are you going to participate in the transitional 
government?
We have no information on what they 
want to do, so it’s too early to decide.
But we don’t want to be part of a govern
ment that’s under the supervision of 
outsiders.

Could there be a civil war in Iraq?
The current conditions could cause that to 
happen. A lot depends on how the [United 
States] handles the situation.

Do you want Coalition forces to leave?
We have said from the beginning that 
foreign forces must leave Iraq as soon 
as possible, and Iraqis must be able to 
install the government they want. We 
do not want any government imposed 
from abroad.

What will your relations be with Iran if you 
come to power in Iraq?
Iran is a Muslim country. Our relations will 
be close, and good.

Do you think Bush was right to invade Iraq?
We wanted Saddam’s regime to fall, and its 
collapse is a very good thing, but we want
ed it done another way—to support the 
Iraqi people to do this themselves. But 
that’s in the past now.
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Done:

Unisys integrated a isrgo-ecale system for 
shorter lead times. And its deployment was the 

fastest in history for a newspaper project of 

this scope. Unisys bought the Journal valuable 

extra time before close, and shortened lime 

to print at 17 plants in the US, even letting 

them print an extra edition.
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Unisys is recognised worldwide as a leading supplier of IT services and technology. When the 

company launched its new advertising campaign to promote its expertise and successes in major 

organisations, it sought the most effective channel to communicate with international business 

decision-makers.

Which is why they chose the World Press Group.

According to Unisys, “The prestigious publications within WPG afford Unisys the ideal 

showcase for not only projecting the Unisys brand to CXOs in Europe, but also for helping us to 

build their understanding of what Unisys does."

According to their agency MediaCom: “We know the World Press Group readers are major users 

and buyers of IT systems and services and the publications provide the right advertising 

environment for international brands.”

To discover how the World Press Group can add power to your next pan-European campaign, 

please make contact at any point below:-

(Tel) +44 (0)1932 226292 (Fax) +44 (0)1932 706181 (e-mail) ¡nfo@worldpressgroup.com http://www.worldpressgroup.com
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United 

Business 
Institutes

BBA -  Bachelor of Business Administration: 4-year undergraduate degree 
(full-time), starting September or February.

MBA - Master of Business Administration:1 or 2-year graduate degree 
(evening classes), starting October, January or April.
Concentrations and/or certificates:
-  International Business Management,
-  Corporate Intelligence ft Knowledge Management,
-  Global IT ft Telecommunication Management,
-  Lobbying ft Business Representation
- Leadership ft Change Management

Small classes (±25) taught in English by business professionals.
Strong academic course of study plus practical training, including yearly 
in-company internships arranged for undergraduates.
USA/Europe student exchange programs; transfer opportunities world-wide.

UBI -  United Business Institutes 
Avenue Marnix 20, 1000 Brussels -  Belgium 
Tel.: +32-2-548 04 80 -  Fax: +32-2-548 04 89 
E-mail: info@ubi.edu - Web site: http://www.ubi.edu

THE NUMBER ONE BUSINESS SCHOOL IN BRUSSELS

BBA
MBA

global programs for ambitious students

FU N D S
A V A ILA B LE

• Project and Trade Finance 
• Term Loans up to 10 Years in U S  Dollars o r Euros 

• Standby Credit and Financial Guarantees 
• “Turn Key" Project Financing 

• Financing o f Bills o f Exchange, Prom issory Notes 
& Letters o f Credit

CAPITAL
INVESTMENT

AGENCY
Kings House, Widmore Road, 

Bromley, BR I IRY, England 
Tel: +44 20 8464 4442 or +44 20 8467 7282 
Fax:+44 20 8460 1364 o r +44 20 8467 6744 

E-mail: sam@cap-investment.com 
Web page: www.cap-investment.com

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK
Your work from manuscript to 

book-shop shelf. For full details of book 
and brochure publication write or call:

Pen Press Publishers Ltd 
Dept (NWK) 39 - 41 North Rd, 

London N7 9DP TT 020 7607 0517 
www.penpress.net penpressltd@aol.com

■ U SA·
Green Card Lottery 2003 (DV-2005)
50,000 Immigrant Visas available to work and 
live in the USA. Free Info. Send your Name, 

Postal Address and Country of Birth to: 
Green Card Service Inc, 4001 Santa Barbara Blvd. 

PMB 333, Naples, Florida 34104, USA
Fax: +1-239-352-4293

E-mail: greencardserviee@msn.coni I l l l N ^
www.GreenCardService.com -

THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
IN LONDON

FulEtim® & Distance 
Learning degree programme

BBA, 85, MS, MEd, MBA, MA, U,M, PhD 
tvit »44 touo ?m ¡m  
Fax,· »44t0)20 2815

AUL, Sewn Sisters 
London N? ‘OR Koala mi

Ertiall;

__________AUL committed for excellence__________

H O LID A Y  SER V IC ED  
A PA R TM EN TS LTD.

Reservation Services 
Specialising in Quality Apartments 

& Aparthotels Worldwide
\w\\\ .holidayapartnients.co.uk

Tel: 0845 060 4477 Fax: 0845 060 4282 
Toll Free Fax for USA & Canada 

1-800-843-5287
Email : reservations@holidayapartments .co.uk

AN INCREDIBLE 
INVENTION

Proven to cut electricity costs by up to 40%.
M anufacturer seeks UK and overseas 

distributors for this top quality high tech 
product with amazing customer demand.

Tel: +44 (0) 1872 223000 
Fax: 264325
For information pack

OFFSHORE COMPANIES

Since 1975 OCRA Worldwide has been setting up and managing 
offshore and international companies. Our 200-strong team 
deliver cost effective solutions from over 15 offices.

If you are:
• An Expatriate working overseas
• Trading or investing overseas
• Wishing to bank offshore
• Wanting to set up a business abroad

talk to u s !!
For further Information visit our website:

WWW.OCRA.COM

ocraworldwide
G tosvenor Court · T ow er Sti eet · Ram sey
Isle of M an  ·  ΙΜ 8  1 JA  · British Isles
Tel:+44 (1624) 811000 · I ax . 44 (1624) 811001

ISLE OF MAN 
Colin Forster 
1444(1624)811000, 
1+44(1624)811011 
incorpoiateSocra.com

HONG KONG
Raymond Choi 
1+852 2522 0172 
1+852 2521 1190 
ocra9ocra-asla.com

LONDON
Jonathan Dixon 
1+44(20)73170600 
1+44 (20) 7317 0610 
ocrauk9ocra.com

LUXEMBOURG
Gianni dl Bari 
1+352 224 286 
1+352224 287 
luxembourg9octa.com

MAURITIUS
Dharmesh Nalk 
1+230211 5100 
1+230 211 5400
ocra9ocra-mauritlus.com

Franchise!
More Than 250 Subway 

Restaurants Are Open And
Operating In Europe - »<

SUBWAY is seeking additional Development 
Agents and Franchisees, who have the 
entrepreneurial spirit, to bring the world’s 
largest sandwich chain to every market in 
Europe. Our goal is to surpass McDonald’s -  
just as we have in the U.S. and Canada.
Contact Us Today! ____________ .
UK: 0-800-169-7712 C U B iA /li  

1-203-876-6622 l3 U D w ¥ M W
www.subway.com

Subway is a registered trademark of Doctor's Associates Inc 
Ttiis offering by prospectus only. ‘Entrepreneur Magazine, January 2003
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C H O O L  
OF M A N A G E M E N T

Paris, New  York, Tokyo, Barcelona

Fully accredited in USA and Europe.
Customized programs for senior managers.

American style curriculum.
Student Profile: 30-45 years old, average professional experience of 10 years, 
more than 52 nationalities.

Admission dates: January, April, October

M BA

leMBA

B A

Ph.

Full-time in one year 

Designed for young managers

International Executive program 

Part-time in one year or full-time in 9 months

Open to MBA or MS graduates 

Part-time program over two years

Open to DBA graduates or equivalent 

One-on-one instruction

e-LEARNING : ALL PROGRAMS

148, ru e  de G r e n e l l e  - 75007  P a r i s  
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