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Item 4: Iraq - Letter from 8 European Leaders in today's 
Times
Jonathan Faull and Emma Udwin, in reply to questions, said the letter was not 
incompatible with the Council common position reached on Monday. Neither 
President Prodi nor Mr Patten had received prior notification of the statement.

t
Text of the Council common position follows:
"The Council, deeply concerned about the situation in Iraq, reaffirms that its 
goal remains the effective and complete disarmament of Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction. The Council fully supports the efforts of the UN to ensure 
full and immediate compliance by Iraq with all relevant resolutions of the 
Security Council, in particular with UNSCR 1441 of 8 November 2002. The 
resolution gives an unambiguous message that the Iraqi Government has a
final opportunity to resolve the crisis peacefully. ν /^ /^Β βΤ I N/

The Council therefore urges the Iraqi authorities to engage in full and active 
cooperation with UNMOVIC and IAEA. The Iraqi authorities must, as an 
imperative, provide the inspectors, without delay, with all additional and 
complete information on questions raised by the international community. The 
Council expresses its appreciation for the work accomplished by the 
inspectors so far and reiterates its confidence and full support for Dr. Blix and 
Dr. El Baradei to complete their mission in accordance with UNSCR 1441. It 
welcomes their intention to continue and intensify their operations.

The Council recalls that it stands ready to engage all necessary efforts to 
answer the needs of UNMOVIC and IAEA in personnel and practical means.

The Council underlines the fundamental importance of preventing the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction in accordance with the relevant 
international instruments. The Security Council has a key role to play in these 
endeavours.
The Council reaffirms the role of the UNSC in the implementation of UNSCR 
1441. The responsibility of the UNSC in maintaining international peace and 
security must be respected." 3 0 .1. 8.003
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