'01 16:47 FAX

PRESS OFFICE

Saturday, September 29, 2001 THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
£ T e e — o)

............................... #8vemetoanepmncccacaattareeccocatalonyeanccaciatsis toctocari@ies caatan.

1 Olympic Games

By Mihir Bose
in Athens

GREEK Prime Minister Coslas
Similis has told the Interna-
tional Qlympic Committee that
he needs help to better co-
ordinale Government efforts la
complcte projects in time for
the 2001 Athens Olympics.

The JOC ure so concerned
about lack of eo-ordination in
building sports Facilities that
they commissioncd a special
report three weeks ago.

The report’s contcnls
“alarmed” Denis Oswald,
chairman of the co-ordination
commission far the Games.
Yesterday Oswald's commis-
sion ended a three-day visit to
Athens. Oswald. expressing
concern about delays, said:
“Tt could affect the ability of
the orpanisers to have tesl
events befare the Olympics.”

The fitst of these, in yacht-
ing. is only 10 months away.
Oswald said the only solution
was “full co-operation between
the different parties. T.ach party
counid make more effort to
inspire this co-operation.”

The 10C solution would be
| for the Greek Government to

appoint an cyuivalent of Mi-
chael Knight who. as Olympic
Minister, masterminded
Sydney. But Similis has ruled
that out. It would add another
level of bureauncracy to an
already complex situation.
Lack of co-ordination has
led to fears that, in some
sports, athleles might practise
on surfaces different to those
used in competition. Under
the rules, both surflaces
should be the same but it is
understood the problem has
arisen in basketbull and bad-
minton. Tn athlcties, the
Creeks arc trying to overcome
the problem of having warm-
up areas wiih different sur-
faccs Lo the main stadium.
Construction, the sole res-
ponsibility of the Grecek
government, is split between
two government departments,
the Minislry of Public Works
and the Ministry of Sport. And
there is nobody willing, to co-
ordinate efforts. To add lo the
construction headaches, there
wre problems with local resi-
dents. In Galsisi, wherc the
table tcnnis and rhythmic
gymnastics are to take place,
residents have prolested

Alarm as Athens struggles
to meet Games deadline

about the use of a park to (
build an indoor stadium. The
government bhave agreed to
put up lemporary stadiums.

In Markopulo, where the
equestrian events are to bc
staged, locals are incensed by
the price paid for their land. A
month ago, 2,000 farmcrs tore
down fences Lhat enclosed the
proposed cquesirian contre

There arc also accommoda-
tion problems. Athens could
be 4.500 beds short. The plan
is to house pcople on cruise
ships in the Vort of Pireeus.

To compound all this, Simi-
tis is in the middle of a politi-
cal avisis and in mid-Octouber
there is to be an emergency
party convention to decide
whether he remains head of |
the ruling Pasok party.

Oswald said: ~In a way [ will
be happy when this conven-
tion is over. Convention min-
isters arc more concerned
about the convention than the
Qlympic ProjecL”

Oswald’'s comments rcflect
the level of coneern. with the
I0C aware they cannot take
the games away from Ath- |
ens — but they also cannot be
sure they will come right.

.......................................................................................................

do7



