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A thens, 3 January  2001

Re : Progressive Governance: O ne-day w orkshop on the topic: "How to 

promote tolerance'for cultural, ethnic and religious d iversity"

D ear Colleagues,

As w e decided  in  ou r last m eeting  in S tockholm  in  the context of the 

Progressive G overnance N etw ork , the G erm an an d  G reek G overnm ents have 

taken  the initiative to  organize a w orkshop  focusing on topic 4 of the 

conclusions fo llow ing the sherpas m eeting  in  Lisbon on  July 17, 2000. The 

w orkshop  is aim ing  a t the coord ination  of ideas an d  positions so th a t the 

crucial topic of "Hoio to promote tolerance and respect for cultural, ethnic and 

religious diversity" can m atu re  into a politically m eaningful text for the 

E xperts ' conference in  June.
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Therefore, Greece invites 2-3 experts p lus Sherpas p er partic ipa ting  

m em ber to an  one-day w orkshop  in  A thens on M onday  the 19th of M arch 

2001.

The w ork sh o p  w ill take the form  of tw o ro u n d  tables, one in  the  m orn ing  

an d  one in  the  afternoon. The m orn ing  round tab le  w ill focus on  the subject " 

Promotion and encouragement o f diversity This session will cover the following separate 

questions of the Lisbon outline:
4.1 How to encourage cultural diversity and cosmopolitanism?
4.2 How to ensure for ethnic and religious diversity?
4.5 How to protect and to promote the rights of indigenous population?" an d  the 

a fternoon  ro u n d tab le  w ill deal w ith  the subject " International movements o f 
labour, asylum, integration o f migrants This session will cover the following separate 
questions of the Lisbon outline:

4.3 How to adapt the policies of immigration and asylum to the new population trends?
4.4 How to reduce illegal work and to foster economic, social and political integration of 

migrants? ".

The subject areas w ill be centered  a ro u n d  a keynote paper, ou tlin ing  the 

issues an d  setting  fo rth  the questions to be answ ered . P lease find  a ttached  a 

d raft ou tline of the issues to  be exam ined a t the w orkshop . A ny add itional 

questions of in terest or fu rth er issues from  yo u r p a rt w ill be w elcom ed.

The conclusions of the w orkshop  w ill be subm itted  to  the  G erm an  sherpa 

W olfgang N ovak  for the follow  up, lead ing  to  the experts m eeting  in  June.

W e w ill be gratefu l to be notified  a t yo u r earliest convenience of yo u r 

nom inations for partic ipa ting  experts, in  o rder to expedite  the  arrangem ents. 

The G reek G overnm ent in tends to p rov ide  accom m odation  for tw o  n ights for 

u p  to 3 experts p er coun try  p lus sherpas. You will receive fu rth e r inform ation  

in  du e  course.

Let m e close by offering you m y w arm est w ishes for the N ew  Year.

N ikos Them elis


