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Greece wants Marbles for Olymplcs

By Dalya Alberge

Arts Correspandent

GREECE yesterday asked
Bntain to rerurn the Elgin
Marbles to Athens in time for
the Olympic Games in 2004

George Papandreou. the
Greek Foreign Minister. testi-
fying to the House of Com-
mons Culture. Media and
Sport Select Committee which
is holding an inquiry into the
illiat antiquities trade. said
that the move would be “a sym-
bolic gesture” of fnendship at
a nme when “ail the world will
be watching™

Referring to the founding of
the Olympic Games in ancient
Greece in 7T76BC. he observed
that the return to Athens
would be “in a sense. a home-
coming”. The Greek Govern-
ment has said that by 2004 it
will have built a museum de-
signed to house the marbles

Mr Papandreou said that
there would be henefits in the
return of the Marbles for Brit-
ain as well as Greece. He said:
“I think we can both do some-
thing which is very important
for world culture * it would be
a “win-win situation for both
Greece and Britain” He add-
ed: “The UK will demonstrate
leadership and vision not just
in the field of cultural heritage
protection and management.

Visitors view the Elgm Marbles at the British Museum.

but in the broader domain of
international  cultural rela-
tions and cultural diplomacyv™

Mr Papandreou offered Brit-
ain a permanent series of rotat-
ing loan exhibitions in place of
the Marbles. but his officials
said 1t was too early to elabo-
rate on which annquities
could he made available. An-
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other alternauve for the Bru-
ish Museum. he said. was 10
fill its gallery with replicas “so
perfect that these can be distin-
guished from the originals
only through claborate chemi-
cal analvsis” He declined to
say whether Greece was pro-
posing joint ownership of the
Marbles. but said that his

The Greek Foreign Minister told \APs yesterday that Athens wants the sculptures back in time for the 2004 Olympics

country was open ideas includ-
ing custodyv by :he European
Union or the United Nauons
Mr Papandrecu said: “Who
owns the sculprures is unim-
portant and irrelevant. What
marters i1s where they are and
where they should be. We're
talking about the greatest na-
nonal symbol of Greece.™

Greecc has been demanding
the rerurn of the Marbles since
the country's independence
from Turkey in 1829 The
2.500-year-old Marbles were
removed from the Parthenon
in 1801 by Lord Elgin Last
year. the Bntish histonan
William St Clair claimed that
bribes paid by Lord Eigtn cast

doubt on Britain's legal claim
to the sculptures

Mr St Clair told The Times
that parallels could be drawn
between the Marbles and the
looting of art today

But Robert Anderson. the
British Museum director. said
vesterday that Elzin had per-
mission from the Ortoman Em-

pire authorities to remaove the
Marbles According to a4 1998
MORI poll. 39 per cent of the
Brinish public said the Mar-
bles should be returned to
Greece, while only IS per cent
said they should remain in the
British Museum
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Woman
leaves £5m
to art fund

By Dalya Alberge
A WOMAN has left her multi-
million-pound fortune to Brit-
ain’'s leading art charity. with
the wish that the money be
used (o “save an”

Brenda Knapp. who died
last September at the age of
96. left shares and property
worth more than £5 mullion to
the National Art Collections
Fund. which helps museums
and galleries to secure impor-
tant works of art

The hequest is the largest in
the fund's history and will be
put towards the purchase of
works of art for public display

The fund descnbed Mrs
Knapp. a supporter of the
fund since 1986. as a dedica:ed
art lover. Her father and her
husband, Hubert  Saville
Knapp. who died in 1978. had
been accountants.

Mrs Knapp did not have
any children and she spent the
last vears of her life at the
Arbrook Nursing Home at Es-
her. Surrev. Staff had no 1dea
of her weaith

The fund also announced
vesterday that it had made a

€100.000  grant w0 the
Fitzwillium Museum in Cam-
bridge towards buving a

£255.000 landscape nv Degas




