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Mystery 
of motive 
in envoy’s 
murder
November 17 cites role in Kosovo 
but MoD says he was in Kuwait
Helena Smith in Athens

November 17, Europe’s most 
elusive and effective terrorist 
gang, yesterday said that it 
had murdered Britain’s top 
military diplomat in Athens 
because of his role in Nato’s 
bombardment of Serbian tar­
gets last year.

In a 13-page proclamation, 
outlining its motives for the 
killing, the group said 
Brigadier Stephen Saunders, 
aged 52, was a “professional 
m urderer” who worked for a 
government that had commit­
ted "Nazi-like crimes”.

Brig Saunders, the first 
Briton to be attacked by the 
group, was assassinated be­
cause he had “participated in 
the planning of the barbaric 
air strikes” — an assertion that 
was immediately denied by 
the Ministry of Defence

The MoD said that Brig 
Saunders had no role in the 
planning of the campaign and 
was based in Kuwait as part of 
the UN observers mission 
when the 78-day bombing 
campaign against targets in 
Kosovo and Serbia began in 
March last year.

Likening the Nato offensive 
to the second world war an­
nexation by Hitler of

Czechoslavakia, the shadowy 
group said, the Allies had de­
liberately killed “thousands of 
unarmed civilians”.

The statement, sent to a left­
ist Greek newspaper at dawn 
yesterday, also claimed re ­

sponsibility  for five other a t­
tacks, including last year’s 
rocket raid on the German am­
bassador’s residence.

Analysts said the March date 
on the declaration suggested 
the murder, executed with ex­
traordinary precision, had 
been planned several months 
in advance.

Brigadier Saunders, who 
had been based in Athens for 
almost two years, was driving 
unescorted in an unarmoured 
car when two gunmen, riding 
a motorcycle, ambushed him.

He managed to open the 
door of his white embassy 
Rover but four bullets lodged 
in his head, hands and chest 
were to bring about his death 
during surgery less than three 
hours later.

Ballistic tests confirmed that 
the diplomat was killed by the 
.45 calibre pistol used in five of 
the revolutionary organisa­
tion’s previous attacks.

Brig Saunders was the group’s 
23rd victim since it emerged 
with the killing of the CIA’s

Caged: 
‘fans’ who 
brought 
shame
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Athens station chief, Richard 
Welch, in 1975 shortly after the 
collapse of seven years of mili­
tary dictatorship in Greece.

The publication of the 
proclamation was soon fol­
lowed by an appeal by the 
diplomat’s widow.

Heather Saunders implored 
Greeks to help find the 
“wicked men” who had killed 
her husband.

Speaking outside the cou­
ple’s Athenian villa in the pres­
ence of her two, distraught

teenage daughters, she said: 
“For the sake of the future of 
Greece, these people must be 
brought to jusitice.”

The Greek government said 
yesterday that it would step up 
the restructuring of its police 
force and make more intense 
efforts to end terrorist attacks. 
“We m ust have results,” a 
spokesman said.

Three Scotland yard detec­
tives arrived in Athens yester­
day as security was tightened 
around British diplomats, not

least Baroness Symons, the 
deputy defence minister who 
is in Greece on an official visit.

But sources close to the Brit­
ish-trained Greek counter-ter­
rorism forces last night 
doubted the gang would ever 
be unearthed. “CIA agents, 
who are specialised in the ! 
field, have been here for years ! 
and they’ve never got any- ' 
where,” said one local analyst. !

“I think it’s now a matter of I 
luck if November 17 is ever 
caught.”
--------------------------
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■ Belgian police recorded their 
first arrests of Euro 2000 yes­
terday — but the three Eng­
lishmen detained for possess­
ing offensive weapons were 
journalists, not hooligans.

As the country prepares for 
one of the biggest security op­
erations in its history with to­
day’s start of Euro 2000, Bel­
gian police officers in Brussels 
detained two News of the 
World reporters who were pos­
ing for photographs in a Brus­
sels park with hunting knives 
and a crossbow.

Initally officers thought they 
had stumbled across a hooli­
gan gang preparing for vio­
lence but the reporters and 
photographer convinced po­
lice that it was all in the line of 
duty. They had bought the 
weapons as part of a story and 
the trio were released with a 
caution after being held for 24 
hours.

A News of the World spokes­
woman said: “Our journalists 
were investigating the wide­
spread availability of lethal 
weapons when they were de­
tained by police. Once the po­
lice were satisfied that our 
team were engaged in a legiti­
mate journalistic exercise, 

I they were set free uncondi- 
j  tionally and they have been as- 
; sured they can remain in Bel- 
! gium with their official ac- 
' creditation for Euro 2000.”

Brussels police said: “They 
were seen with knives so our of­
ficers acted in accordance with 
the law. ”

While the journalists may 
have been left red-faced by 
the encounter, police said the 
arrests underlined claims 
that they would m ount a 
tight security operation for 

I Euro 2000.


