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President hosts round-table talks with Opposition to find solution for Albanian Crisis

over looted arms

FHE AlThanian Government
sard vesterdav that aran oper
1hons i the South would be
vspendad trom this mormine
i declarad o mvoday am
sty 1o enahle atzens and
rebels 1o hand back weapons
stolen from armournies i the
Lt werkh
Whether the measure would
have o calomng eiffect on the
tate ol anarchy was unclear
Lhe innouncement came after
e hours of talks herween the
Opposimon and Sah Berisha
hut the Abanan President
wave hitle sign that he would
atferany pohitical concessions
NMr Berisha did not sien the
it statement and s validity
remained in doubt Neverthe-
less. it dud have the apparent
suppart ot Tritan Shehu. the
Forergn Nimister and Depury
Prime \Minister
e round-table meetine
held at the Presidency. was the
tiest real pohical dialogue
stnee i snte of emergency was
declared on Sunday But Alha-
nia remanins . deeply divided
ountny. with police and Shik
secret agents holding the pop-
ulanon of the North in fear
and rebefs. sometimes sup-
ported  hy defecting  armv
umits, consohdating their con-
trol over swaths of the South
Presudent Berisha refused 1o
wmment on opposition de-
mands that a temporary “tech-
nmical” government be formed
which would give upposition
parties ministerial posts
s difficult 1o sum up what
he «aid  exactly.”  Skender
Gyinushi, head of the Social
Demacrane Party, noted ~But
in the end the only thing we
were agread upon was that the
bloodshed must be stopped
Paskal Milo. anather Sovial
Democrat. said “only seven
minutes” of the mevting were
devoted to formulanng a palit-
wal soluntion ta the crisis. The
talks are scheduld 10 be
recunvened at the weekend: on
the agenda will be the critical
1ssue of vonng in a new Prime
Minister 1o replace Aleksan-
fer Mekst whoweas dismissed
last Naturday

Frost TOM WALKER IN TIRANA

\merican  military  com-
minders in Germany are
preparing plans o cvacn-
ate mare than |04 \meri-
cans living in \lhania. a
UN  Luropean command
spokesman said vesterdav
{Our Toreign Stalf writey)
In Britain. the Fareign
Office advised against viv
s to \banma for the time
heing and urged Hntsh
atitens and their depen-
dants aow in Alhania to
leave if their presence was
not essential

1n the lawless South vester-
day. rebel groups in stolen
1anks careered throuch the
streets. and the death ll rose
ava result of aceidental
shoonnes and tragic pranks. \
tank stalen in Sacande v ina
dhrch. a 13-vearald hlew him
sell up and o 2Svearld man
was shat whife pesing for
internanonal camera crews
At least 20 people have died in
the past week 1ty Mad Max
wuntn down there” noted
une diplomat

State radioand independent
witnesses reparted that rebels
had partly blown up a kev
road hnidee between Narande
and  Gjirokaster. cutting off

Berisha: retused 10
make concessians

the army « one agmhicant
southern base trom the rebel-
hetld - helt from
Sarande and north
wands o Vore

A American diplomar sand
there was hittle prospect ol the

vendinge
Dehane

army regannmge control of the
region, given s lack ot lires
power and poar disciphne (s
onseripis are pand N2 240
manth and have hitle ineen
nve o risk therr Nives

The Government also an-

nounced o state radho that
warrants had been issaed for
the arrest of Edmond Zhuap-
ant the ma maval cammund-
er. and tive ather mihitan
afficers One of the olficer
wanted 15 stationed in A lore
The announcement seemed o
be more hlusier than any real
threat 1o the disattected \iha
man militire. The Govern-
ment also said 1 wanted (el
to extradite the nvo prots whao
detected inan elderis NG on

Wadnesday:  the v have
soneht polineal asvlum
In the capial Tirana, the

revpening of polincal dualogue
did Tintle o restore faith in the

Government The German
Embassy was wnd o have
advised ate atzens. icluding
and workers. o leave th

wneryand Swass e repart
od arush ol bookimoes

Diplamats heree agree than
the coming davs will be cru-
cial if the Balkan state s 10 be
rescued from the hrink of a
avil war They are worniad
that factionalism within the
Socialist Party. the main oppo-
sition bloe, could play o
President Berisha s hands

Opposttion leadees sand they
were pinning their hopes on

Western intervention We
need Lurope and the 1 mted
NGites 1o support Nertan

Cehas head of the apposainon

Democratie Aiance, wad
He  sd he ue ot
techmcal eovernment conld

e ranad by the Counal ol

Furope ar s mevting wath
President Berisha towdav 1
vh. first ol several neenaton

feleeanons e 1
ana 1IN cunung days.

David Smiley. left, pho(m.mnhcd with Billy McLean in Albania d dunmz the \cu)nd Waorld War, and at his west

CHRAIS HARRIS

London home yesterday

British war hero backs ‘honest’ Berisha

By Micrarn Evass
DELENCL CORRESPONDENT

FEW  peaple have o eood
ward to say tor Nali Bernisha,
the  heleaguered  Alhanian
President. but Colonel
Smiles. a0 friend  of
years and a levendary figure
n (his trouhled country, feels
he must speak up for him.

"1 feel veny sad for hime |
Kknew Alhania when it was a
feudal state. when there were
no shops and na restaurants
and the only cars belonged 1o
Communist  leaders. Now
there Gare shops, restauriants
and hotels, and there are tao
mans cars on the road  Sali
Berisha has achieved this”

Colonel Smiley. S next
month. was ane of the daring
underconver  British - officers
tram the Special Opertions
Lxecutive (SOE) who pa
chuted into Alhanin (94310
ticht the Germans and ltal-
tans aloneside the Commu-
nist parisans. and again in
1944, that time with the na-
tionalists 1 the north when
there was o civil war raging
Lle s one of the st sunoivars
of  Operanon Consensus |
and 2 Two af his NOE cal-
leagues were Julian A\mery,
the Tate Ton peer. and Nl
"Bl Melean

T 19449 he was seconded 10
M6 for two sears to trn and
arm Alhanian agents as part
ol seeeet operation o liber

ale the countny  fre the
Communists and the Noviet

arhit. 11 failed disastrously
the undercover mission being
hetrayed to the Russians hy
Kim Philhy

Colonel Smiley's picture
with those of \mery and
M was pul up an a
wall inside  the  Pyramid
building in Tirana under the
label “war criminal™. Yet he
s o military adviser 1o the
panisans from Aprl 10 Nov-
ember 1943, had plaved a kev
role in sabotaging the ltalian
occupying (orces and the Ger-
man \lpine division.

Nat that Laver Hoxha. the
padisan leader later to he-
come  Alhania's Communist
dictator. cver thanked him
e used ta claim that the
Russians had saved Albaniz
“But that was rubbhish, it wa
mainly SOE with some hely
from OSS [the US Office o
Strategic Nervices, the precur
sor of the CIALT Colone
Smuley said

Maore than 30 af Calone
Smnlev's wartime colleague:
dicd on Alhanian soil Tewae
President Berisha whao helped
him o find their graves, and a
monument wis et up

Calonel  Smiley  whise
book. Albanian \ssignment
wirs seen s such an impor-
tant revord of the war that i
wans translated into Albanian
sand: “Berisha is an honest
man and | helieve he has done
his hest far his country. When

he became President | owas
angry with himgdaecanse |
_ thaught he sha nirial

all the Communists responsi-
hle for tonuring and murder-
ing But he 10ld me he wanted
reconciliation. not revenge

°1 feel very sad ahout what
is happening. lle has hrought
so many changes for the good
and 1 think it is unfair that he
shauld he hlamed solely for
the collapse of the life-savings
scheme. But he must 1ry 1o
farm a povernmenti of nat-
nal reconciliation ™

Caolanel Smiley has albums
filled with fading phat-
araphy from his wartime ex-
ploits.  Ths cadename  was

“GiAn” and the \lbanians he
fought alongside were “1’ix-
ies”. He hecame legendary for

his vxpenise in hlowing up
hridues. He paints proudly to
a wartime photograph of
demalishad bridee. and 10 the
replacement hridge in an
album from ane of his visits
Alhamia since Mr Berisha
hecame President

For yean Colonel Smiley
was not allawed 10 talk ahout
hin M6 avsignment in 1949
He did not discover that
Philby. then MI6 lianon af-
ficer in Washinuton. had he

traved the secret mission until
many veanr later

11 was hecause af his attach-
ment 1 Mih and his SOt
exploits that it was assumed it
was his name that had heen
chosen by lohn le Carre tor
his character Georee Smiles,
the hera of Smulevs People
However.  Colonel  Smiley
~ind that the author had never
heard of him. and “admitted
that he had 1aken the name
trom the register of pupils at
Fton. He was Master at Fon
when my o two sons were

pupils”




