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Europe rea

¥

y to send

token force to Albania

BY CHARLES BREMNER IN APELDOORN AND MICHAEL EVANS

THE European Union held
back yesterday from any
large-scale intervention in Al-
bania, agrecing only to offer a
team of civil and military
advisers.

An advance team of officials
will leave for Tirana today to
prepare for the advisory mis-
sion, whose aim will be to help
with building up Albania’s

police and military infra-
structure.
Malcolm Rifkind, the For-

eign Secretary, mecting his

European counterparts  at
Apeldoorn in The

Netherlands, said the number
of advisers would be “doz-
ens”, not hundreds.

The 15 ministers were divid-
ed, with some favouring mili-
tary intervention to restore
order and others who backed
a more modest approach.

Despite pressure from Italy
and France to send a military
peacekeeping force of up to
3,000 troops to secure Tirana
airport, government buildings

and foreign embassies, Brit-
ain, Germany and Sweden
insisted on only a limited EU
mission.

Klaus Kinkel, the GGerman
F'oreign Minister, warned that
Europe could not get involved
“in another adventure”. Yugo-
slavia had been a lesson for
the LU, he said.

The ministers had met after
a request by the Albanian
Government  for troops  to
restore order, and a sugges-
tion by I'ranz Vranitzky, the
former Austrian Chancellor
who headed a team sent to
Albania by the Organisation
for Security and Co-operation
in Europe, that troops and
police be sent in to quell the
violence.

In London, Michael
Portillo, the Defence Sccre-
tary, said there were no plans
to send troops. Speaking on
GMTV's Sunday Programme,
he said: “l am not in a hurry to
offer up new targets for these
irresponsible people.”

The Foreign Office reported
that 40 Britons still remained
in Albania, about 15 of whom
were unnaccounted for. But
some of them may have left
without reporting to the Brit-
ish Embassy, the Foreign Of-
fice said.

As the foreign ministers met
in Apeldoorn, American Ma-
rines stormed out of CHS3
Super Stallion helicopters
onto Golem Beach six miles
south of the Albanian port of
Durres to rescue American,
Turkish and Italian citizens
from the continuing anarchy.

Two Sea Stallions lifted
foreign nationals out to safety
on ships standing by in the
Adriatic. The Marines. who
carried automatic rifles, anti-
tank weapons and night-vi-
sion goggles, used rifle butts to
beat off Albanians trying to
board the aircraft to escape
anarchy.

Child vandals. page 12
leading article. page 21
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| Anarchy

feeds arms
trade Iin
Balkans

By JAMES PETTIFER

REPORTS  yesterday — of
Kosovo  Albanians  buying
weapons in Durres and Vlore
are bound to send chills down
regional spines and Albania’s
neighbours are preparing for
the worst. The $300 package
in Durres is for about a dozen
AK47s and a vanload of
ammunition.

Controlling small arms
transfers in the Balkans is a
ncar-impossibility.  Closing
borders may help, but not
much. In the north. the Dinar-
ic Alps on the Montenegran
border are a good barrier and
crossings are heavily policed
by tough squads of Milosevic-
trained heavies. But the Buna
River, once the frontier of the
Ottoman world, let through
gallons of diesel despite Uni-
ted Nations sanctions.

To the northeast, 90 per
cent Albanian-inhabited
Kosovo in southeast Serbia is
problematic. It seems incvita-
ble that the Kosovo Liberation
Army can move supplies on
remote paths in the Black
Drin valley to their growing
guerrilla movement.

It is in Macedonia, in the
east, that the risk of a wider
conflict may be greatest. The
25 per cent Albanian minority
live along the border and are
dissatisfied with their status.

To the south, Greecee's prob-
lems concern people, not guns
— thousands more will swell
the normal refugec flow.

The bringers of humanitar-
ian aid face a dilemma. Cross-
ing any Albanian border is
not a step a neighbour will
take in a hurry. Their over-
whelming impulse is to scal
off the country.
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Exile for the fortunate and desp

Child vandals join
the destruction at
King Zog’s palace

LAUELE was Qeft in the palace
ol the former King Zog yester-
day as the argy of looting that
has despoilt the Albanian port
of Durres ground ta a close

Left 1o their own devices, a
gang of children systematical-
Iy smashed the fittings and
masonry of one of Alhania's
linest buildings.  shricking
with delight as they sent tans
of marhle crashing down ity
claborate central stairwell

Lhe talianate palace. built
in the 19208 on an old Roman
site. commands a fine view,
Neither the  king nor his
usurper Lnver Hoxha would
have heen amused

While the Lord of the Flies
mayhem continued inside. a
crowd of 1.000 would-be boat
people thronged the harbour
front. pushing a rusting iron
launch towards  the  water.
Further south along the heach.
150 Turks queued for dinghies

taking them 1o a waiting
frigate  American  marines
hovered  over the churning

surlin Cobra helicopiers
Zog. Toxha, Sali Berisha.
the  beleaguered  President:

FrOM TOM WALKER IN DURRES

cach is respansible for today's
anarchy A tribal society iso-
lated from the world for half a
century  and  then suddenly
catapulted  towards  capital-
isme something had to give.
and  the seenes in Durres
yesterday  were the conse:
yuenee

Palice and vigilantes in gar-
ish flecee balaclavas had re-
turned o sort of order, and the
Irenzied shooting and anarchy
that prevailed last week was
over. Butin its place has come
a tide of despair: while child-
ren  and  government-hired
thugs rule the roost, ordinary
people and the few foreigners
prepared toinvest in Alhania
want to get out — quickly

“I'm not happy  thinking
about jumping into i boat or
swimming for it, but this is
what the  Government has
done to me,” said a six-month-
pregnant Etleva Falaj as she
joined the waterfront crowd
“The country's heading for
civil war.” said her hushand
Steven. Occasionally. auto-
matic fire provoked a massed
rush for cover

Italy defends delay

FROM RICHARD OWEN IN BRINDISI

ITALY defended yesterday its
cvacuation an Friday of Brit-
ish refugees from the Albani-
an port of Durres. denying
that Talian special forces had
deliberately left the Britans to
endure a night of terror at the
merey of armed  Albanians
hefore coming back (o rescue
them nearly seven hours later

Officials said  the  rescue
had  been  temporarily  sus-
pended because of shooting
and fog. and had resumed at
daylight. “An evacuation is
not a picnic.” an Malian
Forcign Ninistry official said.
“We carried out the operation
to the very hest of our ability
in extremely  difficalt
circumstances™

1he British  Embassy in
Rame  praised  the  Halian
recue effort. “We asked them

to get the British out safe and
well. and that it what they
did.” said Keith Broomficld,
the British Minister in Rome

Malcalm Rifkind. the For-
cign Sceretary, said it had
clearly been a difficult apera-
tion. with “large numbers of
peaple milling around on the
beach, including many Alba-
nians, some of whom were
violent. some of whom were
themselves trying 1o Aee™
There were only 20 Italian
troops at the quay

Sixty four British evacucees
emerged angry and exhaust-
cd from the San Giusto. They
said they had driven in con-
voy from the British Embassy
in Fira ta Durres, where
their cars, including the Brit-
ish Ambassadaor's Discovery,
had heen stolen

“Berisha should be hanged
LI do it with my own hands!
said Kuhtim Alush, a 22-year
old clothing retailer NMany
sitid they had tried to jump on
hoats in the past, most notablh
i the 1991 exadus,  when
H40.000 made the perilous trip
1o Maly. Many had already
heen abroad illegally, only te
he deporied

Among  the  prosperous
heachfront villas in the gov-
ernment  compound,  those
who had invested in Albania's
Nawed experiment in marke!
demaocracy were trying to pick
up the picces. Simona Braci,
the district manager of Incat. a
British construction and trad:
ing firm. pointed out bullet
holes in the ceiling. the result
af her hushand Lulvs attempts
to keep out looters last week

Later the raiders stuck guns
in his stomach and stole the
company lorry. But in com-
parison ta many in the con
pound they were Tucky Most
savagely wrecked was Presi-
dent Berishas own seafront
residence: al that remained in
the grass outside were a pair
of pink shippers, a German
magazine  and a  broken
lavatory seat

The compound gate is now
guarded by a Kalashnikov-
carrying youth in a purple ski
mask with tassles. Alhania's
tradition of bload feuds is still
very much alive and terrorist
disguises are now de rigueur
among  the new  forces  of
authority. “If they have 1o
shoot anyone. they may have
trouble in the future with the
victimes families. 1S hest not
to he seen,” explained  Mrs
Braci. "We are quite an an
cient society.”

As evening drew in. two
women emerged from King
Zog's palace with 1he last
remaining furniture — half a
doar_ ten feet of ornately fluted
hardwood.

I burn nieely.” said
Hamida, a nearby resident
“These peaple were all scam.™”

Leading article.
Letters. page 21
Photograph. page 24
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a_ir for those left behind follow Albania’s descent into chaos

_____ YANNIS BEHRAKIS / REUTER

]

Albani:

ns watch a US Marine helicopter take off yesterday near

the port of Durres as America continued to evacualte foreign citizens

War gives Coke taste of the real thing

THE Coca Cola war at the
cdge of Tirana is bang foughi
with assaule rifles and hand
prenades rather than advertis-
g campaigns

While American expatriaies
have all bur fled the anarchic
Mbanian capital. airlified out
- fleer of Marine helicop-
ters. the factory's smooth Htal-
- director is halding out in
\bani's only Coke factory
with 20 armied deputies, repel-
lIing marauding gangs in a
series of gunfiphts along the
perimieter fence

Why  should 1 leave?”
francesco De Candia, the
director. asks coolly inside his
office: s nor war at the
mament, just a prablem with
peaple who don't know 1he

meaning ol demaocracy  or
Law.™
s clfonis 1o protect the

Anthony Loyd reports from
Tirana on the determination of
an Italian executive and his
helpers to defend their factory

factory rely so far on the
loyalty of the Albanian family
which owns the sue. The
heavily-armaed Lorcka cousing
have organised  themselves
into @ series of patrols and
defensive  posinons, — deter-
mined 1o protect the three-
yaar-old — factory which
praduces 80 mullion bottles of
Coke a year and s 40
vehicles from looters

So far they have had four
fircfights in 48 hours, holding
their ground — against the
cqually well-armed gangs out-
side Pvery few hours a police
armoured  personnel carrier
cruises i ta support them
"We arust the police,” Signor
De Candia says “They are
brave boys and  they  will
protect Coca-Coli as 11 is
symbal in Albania — a symbol
of freedom™

Yesterday President Berisha
vowed taretain s position in
the face of insurgent demands
1o resign. Speaking 10 the
Dutch Ambassador in Tirana,
Mr Berisha said he would
remain President of Albania at

results  of
hune,

van
Foreign

least  until ihe
planned  elections in
accordmg 10 Hans
Mierlo, the Durch
Minister

“The President has not yet
resigned but he told the Dutch
Ambassador in Tirana that he
would stand down if his party
loses the upcoming elections,™
Mr van Micrlo sad

Tirana’s shattered authori-
ties are now further divided
between those whose sympa-
thies e with N Berisha
those layal o the Nedgling
tour-day-old  Government of
National  Reconciltation and
others supporting  the an-
surrectionisis

As the capital grapples with
lawlessness and rebellion vigr-
lante groups are trying o
retake contral from the mobs.
The defence foree at Tirana
atrpart, for example, includes
baggage handlers and waiters
wha have fortificd their posit-
s using  luggage  trolleys
and cheek-in desks.

It is ironic that the insurrec-
tion, which began to over-

throw Albania’s perecived dic
tatorships has given rise 1o
cven worse  repression. Re-
sponding 10 a call from the
new Nnisier of Justice on
Saturday, hundreds of volun-
teers have  jomnad isolated
police unis for a bounty of
$200 dollars (L125) a month
plus police pay of o further
$100 They do not have to
produce any reterences butare
given i gun and ammunition,
and impose their own law at
will

“We are going through a
new  dictatorship” sad - a

youth in Lezhe, a small town
narth of Tirana “Lhe police
can beat you up tor otfences

Berisha, yesterday: says
he will stay on for polls

that once you would he hned
for. We are fed up wath these
fascisis.™

The arrival ol the new
auxtliaries has stabihsed the
situation n the centre of
Tirana more through w di
mate of fear than anytiung
else, hut elseswhere Albaa's
roads resemble seenes from a
spighetti western Chiadren
stoparavellers o el them
ammunition while rival police
forces vie for control

One northern Tirana sub-
urh is held by a group nick
named  the Chechens™
Originally from mountinous
country 1n narthern Abania
hirthplace of Nr Bensia the
heavily  armed  mer are
hardcore  Berisha loyalists
and vow ta fight any anempt
10 rernove i winh foree

I he resigns ivs wars one
of the groups commanders
said “We dont care aout the
Government, but we'l fight
protect our President.

On o roadway benveen T
tana and  Borizane govern-
ment police and thar newly
hired  gunmen  tought with
cach other afrer the “volun-
teers” began beating up the
driver and passenger of G car
for nuapparent reason Uil
yosterday they were Killers,™
said a young uniformed -
liceman in disgust. “Now they
are killers with a licence ™




THE TIMES MONDAY MARCH 17 1997

0 2 A g —
X LD Sy hs (KR =
WM TIMESY pasT (M2 'y/ LrEEE - 2 A
o ) ‘S @ 2 Z. a \ Z é

7

S AW AT THE

o)
oy
£\

§

ALBANIAN ANARCHY
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The EU should deploy an elite brigade of accountants

Apparently  haunted by their collective
failure in Bosnia, Eueopean Union foreign
ministers  meeting informally in The
Netherlands  yesterday issued their re-
sponse. The communiqué emphasised their
strong commitment to assisting Albania in
its efforts to restore civilian structures and
the rule of law. With that, the 15 politicians
decided to dispatch military and political
advisers, but not troops, to Tirana.

In truth, there was little more they cither
could or should do. Those fine words will
have little impact in Albania, not least
because there is no organised authority
available to be so affected. Europe’s poorest
nation has slipped into a condition of simple
anarchy, more akin to the “failed states” of
Africa — Liberia and Somalia — than to any
this continent has recently experienced. To
detect subtle political manoeuvres behind
the current conditions of total lawlessness is
to be too rational. Albania is @ country in a
state of implosion. This might well be
exploited by partisan forees, including the
[ormer Stalinists, but it has not been created
by them nor is it under their control.

For that reason, a comparison with the
former Yugoslavia is inaccurate and unhelp-
ful. In that case organised factions emerged
along ethnic lines and in a highly or-
chestrated fashion deliberately committed
the worst atrocities seen in Lurope since
1945, T'hat this happened, with little re-
straint, and could ultimately be dealt with
only by American intervention, even then of
an inconsistent  sort, was a  shameful
indictment of Western Europe. Albania is
different. ‘The whole country is embarked
upon an apparently unstoppable uprising; a
revolt without leaders, philosophy, or strat-
epy in the conventional sense. Its sole
coherent objective is the removal of Sali
Berisha from the presidential palace. Be-
yond that, even the participants are clueless.

President Berisha’s new offer to resign if
his party is defeated in fresh elections would,
in ordinary circumstances, be seen as
magnanimous and a reasonable formula for
the restoration of order. Unfortunately,
events have travelled beyond the point at
which reason can be applied. The EU are
unlikely to meet Mr Berisha: the anarchy
and obvious indifference of the armed forces
do not bode well for his survival. Those who
wish to limit the damage that Albania
inflicts upon itself, which is a proper
objective for Lurope’s statesmen, had better
turn to how best to restore confidence once
events have run their course.

In that context the original cause of this
crisis, fraudulent pyramid schemes and
their aftermath, must be revisited. To
outsiders it might seem odd that the
Albanian Government should suffer for
commercial malpractice. Matters are rather
more complex. The Democratic Party
headed by Mr Berisha was lavishly funded
by the directors of these dubious enterprises.
It also benefited from the artificial “feel-
good” factor they encouraged. By these
means itwon a rigged parliamentary contest
last year. This may well have influenced its
decision not to apply appropriate regula-
tions to the pyramid companies. Street
violence may be destructive, but it is based
on more than unfocussed anger.

The EU should indeed act in Albania but
through an elite brigade of accountants and
economists. The essential issue now is how
to get that country through to parliamentary
elections in one piece and then perform the
necessary fiscal surgery that will enable
whoever is elected to ensure stability. This
may nceessitate considerable humanitarian
aid in the very short term and financial
contributions in the short-medium term. It is
the only route by which anarchy will be
abated and the rule of law restored.




