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Refugees wave after being rescued from a sinking vessel by 1talian coastguard helicopters
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Flood of refugees overwhelms southern Italy

BY RICHARD OWEN

AS THE number of Albani-
ans fleeing across the Adriatic
to Italy swelled to mare than
6.000 yesterday, Italian coast-
guards mounted a rescue
operation to pluck to safety
900 refugees clinging to a
stricken Albanian naval ship
sinking 20 miles from the
Italian coast.

Southern Italy is being
overwhelmed by an exodus of
desperate refugees crossing
the 40 miles from Albaniain a
makeshift flotilla of leaking.
rusty and overcrowded boats.
Many sag perilously close to
the waterline. their decks
packed with cold. starving

men. women and children.
the men carrying a few be-
longings. the women carrying
bundied-up babies

Admiral Renato Ferraro.
head of the coastguard. said
most of the 900 rescued pas-
sengers had been transferred
to an ltalian tug and taken to
Bari. All were safe. But ltalian
marines had to be put on the
tug to keep order when scuf-
fles broke out. he said. The
refugees had set out from
Vlore. but after 20 hours at sea
their ship had a broken rud-
der and had run out of fuel. It
was about to sink when the
coastguards arrived.

In a bizarre twist. ltalian
naval helicopters yesterday
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flew 36 Albanians who had
asked to be repatriated back
to Tirana. including. accord-
ing to unconfirmed reports,
President Berisha’'s 19-year-
old son. who fled to lialy last
week. But hundreds more
made the hazardous crossing
to Italy and the hard-pressed
authorities at Brindisi de-
clared the port closed. arrest-
ing Albanian crews who
brought refugees in

Andrea Gentile, the city's
chief of police. said all recep-
tion centres were full. Those
still streaming across from
Albania will be directed to
other southern ports. but they,
too. are at bursting point.
Giargio Napolitana. the Inte-
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rior Minister, said ltaly was
braced for a huge influx of
refugees

On Sunday. another Alba-
nian naval vessel carrying
nearly 900 refugees. some
clinging to her sides and
masts, ran aground two miles
southwest of Brindisi The
refugees on board. including
a heavily pregnant woman
and a newborn baby, had to
be rescued by helicapters and
coastguards  operating in
heavy seas. Some Albanians
jumped into the bitterly cold
water to swim ashore and
were not seen again.

Romano Prodi. the Prime
Minister. flew to Brindisi for
talks. The authorities an-

nounced later that a “tent citv™
would be set up at Ban
military airport for the refu-
gees. nearly all destitute and,
in many cases, without identi-
fication papers

In the meantime refugees in
Brindisi. Bari. Otranto and
Lecce are being housed in
church halls, barracks. hotels
and schools. with the Roman
Catholic charity Caritas pro-
viding clothing and food
“The situation is very grave.”
the Archbishop of Lecce. Mgr
Cosmo Francesco Lupi. said
Some refugees are being
transferred 1o central ltalian
towns and boatloads of Alba-
nians have arrived at ports as
far narth as Ravenna.
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Freed opposition leader aims to topple Berisha in fair elections

Nano: wants Albanians
to resolve crisis

Matia thugs
in Albania
hold exodus
fo ransom

FROM ANTHONY LOYD IN DURRES

EVERYTHING has its price
The price of freedom for those
wishing 1o flee Albania’s
shores across the Adriatic 10
Italy 1 $800 (ESO0). or 20 times
the average Albanian's annual
salary

The two-week-old insurrec-
tion may have wrecked the
cconomy and ruined the lives
of muost civilians., but  the
armed mafia gangs plying the
trade in human careo are
growing fat on the suffering

“If 1 put my life savings
together | may have the
chance of a place on a boat
said a  distraught  voung
woman among the throng on
the yuavside at Durres. “We
are 1n total despair here All
our hopes for the development
of demucracy over the last five
years have been smashed. I've
Just gut 1o get out.”

Yet those wha can afford the
_umrney fau: un(cn:nnry fram
the moment they hand over
thetr money ta ane of the local
wangs in the decrepit docks at
Durres. They may have 10
wait days for a boat. sleeping
rough in the port's derelict
buildings. anly to be crammed
upan a vessel harely seawor-
thy for a 40-mile nicht vovage
1o the Italian coast i Brindisg
Even when they arnive they
are met by lalian police and
taken off to a refuece camp
from where they will almos

certainly be repatriated a1 the
et

FROM [oM Walkix
IS 1IRANA

FATOS NANO. hatled as Albana's
peacemuaker. backed down yester-
day from his demands that Presi-
dent Bensha resien unmediately

Mr Nano.o a tormer Sovialist
Prime Minister who was jatled for
four years by Mr Berisha on
trumped-up charges, sind that free
and fair elections were the ideal way
to depose the President

Colleagues  praised  the mave,
saying Mr Nano was attempting to
avert a civil war They fear that
Berisha loyalists are being revruited
and armed by the Interior Ministry.
and that any push for the Presi-
dent’s resignation could provoke a

violent overthrow of the fledeeling
Government of nauonal unity

Mr Nano. in his liest public
appearance after being freed from
Jind Last week, showed no ammosity
towards o President who  had
delivhied in humiliating him: Mr
Berisha insisted that his head be
shaved betore being sent o jail. Me
Nano said: “Iam inclined 1o shake
hands with him as an Albanman
citizen rather than as a President.”

Outside the Socialist Party head-
quarters. Mr Nano was piven a
rapturous reception by hundreds of
Albamans who pressed against the
iron railings of the building. "He
serves the whale nation,” Luca Rui,
a former army officer, said. “He
knows 1t's a disaster to distinguish

between North and South. We're a
small naton.”

Ihe present lull in the mayhem
alflicting the auntry s deveptive,
There s disturbing evidence that
armys being distributed as part of 4
“law and order” campaign are
falling into the hands of pro-Berisha
militants. A complete rift has also
accurred benween the Defence and
Internior  muinistries.  Broadly, the
Defence Ministry and the army are
represented in Government by the
opposition  Swialisis,  while  Mr
Berisha's Democratic Party keeps a
firm retn on the Interior Ministry
and the Shik secret palice

In the wrmal of the past two
weeks, the army lost most of its
guns. [n the South they remain in

rebel hands, but in the North they
are now being handed to new palice
recruits. Western  diplomaisy fear
that something unpleasant s aloot
“I've seen some ot these euys who
are getting guns and they dont look
the most avoury tvpes,” said one
Mr Nano said he was prepared to
travel anywhere in Albania in a bid
to persuade the pruple 0 eive up
their weapons. His personal cru-
sade would begin in his birthplace
and rebel stronghold of Giirokaster
Representatives of the new Gov-
ernment have beeun visiting most
rebel towns. Yesterday Bashkim
Fino. the Prime Manister. was due to
mevt rebels in the mil town of Ballsh:
talks with representatives  from
Vlore were held aver the weekend

Mr Nunosaid the new Gavernment
wan the first healthy  fruit or
Nower™ 10 emerge from Albanias
polinical - wilderness. Despite  the
hopes of a majority of the pupula-
non that Europe would itervene
militanily o end the anarchy. he
believed that domestic polineal dia
logue could resolve the crisis. "My
party and other pohincal parties
shauld act 1n an ageressive way as
peacemaking  missionanies. We
dont need any |UNJ blue helmets
and others. ™ he said as a high-level
European assessment team  flew
into Tirana yesterday for talks on
how to help the new broad-based
Guovernment end the anarchy The
li-strong team will first 1alk
ambassadors  of the  European

Unon and Amerca before meeting

the nanonal umty Government
Paskal Milo, ane of the opposition
prime munistenial candidates whom
Mr Bernha rejected Last week, said
Nir Nano was the deal man
wuide Alhanu back trom the brink
of self<lestruchon. “He's cultivated,
A wenuine retormist and a good
ceonomist “However, he feared that
offering Mr Berisha the chance 1o be
toppled in an clection could backfire
bevause of Shik's intiltration of the
[nterior Ministry. This, he said. was
the Presudents last antempt to divide
Albania permanently “Berisha is a
very dangerous man. If he does not
resign he will try 10 use and
arganise parallel structures 1 ma-

nipulate elections.”™ he claimed
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They were loading up a
rusting tug when [ arrived at
the waterfron1. Several hun-
dred Albanians. most of them
young men. were packed to-
gether on the desk and hridge.
Some scrabbled 10 find a
positon  hanging from  the
rails. The boat looked as if it
was about to capsize even
befare it left the quay

A handful of police hung
around nervoush at the dock's -
gates fingering  their  Kal-
ashnikovs. but would go no
further inside. ~1 wouldn't go
in there.” one said “It's a no-
go 7one for us and anything
could happen

About 2000 peuple jostled
along the waterirunt in the
empty industrial section of the
port Their mood was ugly
and they quickly rurned on
strangers. seeing them as a
potential source of cash. Many
of them are armed. kept at bay
from rushing the boats only by
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the moment | dont even fevl

hijackedd by athers who wish ta

“1osent my fanuly to laly

talk. a friend of Hlinan runs in

Albhanian gunman fires over the heads of people trying 1o flee from the part of Durres yesterday. Most of those who succeed in reach

-

ing ltaly will be repatriated

the better armed vangs

One group debated about
taking a journalists interpret-
er hostage while others closed
in with an eye ta taking wallets
or cameras. The wene is being
repeated in ports che leneth of
Albaniu '~ coastline

“I've been sleeping here for
seven davs waiting for o boat

out.” one man sid 71 am the
only carner in my tamily 13
left them here as | can g

more money as 4 refuges
e e L ﬁ\n

sife amung my awn people
There s no longer any
chance of a surreptitious land-
1ng 1n a deserted Itahan cove
The [talian coast swarms with
naval craft and patrols 10
carch thine who tey o land
anvwhere else than at Bari or
Brindisi. and  those  disem-

barking there do so straight
into the arms
ariny forces
Albanian fishermen have a
tark

of Tahan see-

choice,  either 1o

oy the exodus,or be . leh hand.

do sa. There have been innu-
merable incidents of reluctant
skippers being  told  at
runpuoint to “lend” their boat
to the gangsters

1hrian looks like a pirate but
msisis he s innocent of trat
fickime refugees. even thoueh
there s a0 crowd  wanting
wtade his house asking for
passage on his fishing boar
He is blind in one eve. which
gives off an upaque glow. and
has lost three fingers on his

il darkness ai

three davs ago to be safe and
have some chance in life.” he
muners. scratching his wm
shirtsleeves “They did not
have anywhere to stay when
they arrived in laly. but
netther did any of the others
They have probably been sent
north o a retugee camp - I'm
not sure

Burt he is sure that his fanuly
had arriveld )\

~aly) yich 18
more than mast thetr
relatives dnft a 10 the

Durres. Az we

ta tell him that he has just seen
the fisherman's wife on lalian
television. blinking owlishly
into the glare uf camera lights
as she stepped onto the yuay-
side at Brindisi after a 20-hour
e journes

But lliran iv very afraid
Although he sent his wite and
nwo children together with his
brothers and their wives out
on a comrade’s boat wmin
nny Cratt s in o imnunent

danger of being taken from
him by gangsters

“There s a very well  being turned back? No one
organised  mufia  operation  knows. llirtan rolls his eves
here. | cannot speak 10 you  and spreads his hands in
about itin detail. butthereare  incomprehension. “All over

s0 many armed bands who
operate in the part. |Ve been a
fisherman all my life and
know the good and bad in this
town Right now the bad have
ot the guns

s he speaks. inexplicably a
small boat out at sea fires a
burst  of machmegun  fire
across the bows of another

Guangs senling old scores?
Freelance refugee  runners

the world you can predict
things. hut not in Albania.” he
Navs

He does not wish me
leave throueh the front door
a0 he ushers me out of the
back unseen

“Tuke this " he adds. aiving
w o conch shell. “You can
hear the Adrianc inoe 1ty not
such a good sound at the
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