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blueprint

for N

ALY

|_abour’s
world role

Martin Kettie In Washmgton

UOYED by bis
warm welcome at
the White House
this week. Tony
Blair spoke ambt-
tiously in Washinpton yester:
dny of hls longterm pian to
pul New Latour at the hend of
a worldwede movement of
ideas and create an interna-
tional consensus of the cen-
treeloft fot' the 214t century,

In an exclusive Intecview
with the Guaedian in Blaie
House, wherr he has beon
stay g during hiy Washing-
tony vigte, the Prime Minister
unvelled his blueprint [oc
reuniting the disparate par
tieg of the leflt in tholr most
{ar-reaching link.up for
decades

Mr nLnr made clear Rix
cvontunl alm & to dring
together the dlverse progres-
sive parties of western and
rastern Europe. North ond
South Amerlce, and many
other countries in a common
political response to the chxal-
lenges of the ghobal economy.

At a first atep the Prime
Minisier and President Bill
Clinton will host @ conferonce
in London n May to cement
the jolnt policy thinkwng of
the Democrate and Mr Bhur 5
New Labour party.

Mr Blair and Mr Clinton
joined reams of British and
US pdvisers and Intellectuats

vesterday for A pretiminary |

sessjun at the White House.

which advisers dubbed the
“wonkathon” — after "wonk )
'S rlang (or a policy ex

The Brmsh-Ammmn Inl-
tiative will be followed by &
more ampitiouns Attempt to
bring, centre-deft porties from
aroynd the world to London
(n late 1998 or earty 1999, to
discuss comumon approaches
1o economic and social poli-
cics. Mr Blatr wantz this to be
the first meeting of what
would becoms a standing coa-
ference of the woridwide een-
tre-Joft.

“The purpose {s to craft and
define centre-lolt phitlosophy
for the world of todey ” Mr
Blatr sald as he prepared to
meet Vice-President Al Gore
for a workilng breakfast
\NQMQ\

‘I wat to starg with the
Mm that links Labdour
and Democrats. Then [
want t0 bring together the
Anglo-S8axon deftnitions of
these tdeas and Lhese pohclen
Wwith the Luropean ones.”

The Prime Minister sad:
! “Every time that | meet these
people [ [Ing that we are
really talking about the same
things.

“We on the centre-left must
try (o put ourselveg at the
forefront of those who are try-
INR 10 MAnage ocial change
In the plobal cconomy. The
old lelt resisted that change
The new right did pot wanc to
mAnage it. We have to man-
age that change to produce
soctal  golidarity and

| prosperity.”
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He skotched out what he
called “five clear principles of
he ceatredoft”, to which he
referred in a speech at the US
AlAle department vesterdas
wirning of “two (ough vears”
ahead in his elorts to turn
around the legety of 18 yenrs
of Conservative rule

These Prlncipl--s are:

stabte Wnﬁbl:
mﬂ sconombic  pridence
cause bf the global econormy™:
[ seconé!‘ chuulmmmfn e':rl-

has)s governie| d
5umlou po thrt It deals with
education, tralning rRnd infra.
struceure and not things Jike
industrial \nterverition or tax
and epend™,

C third. “we Mmust be
reformers of the wellace state,
otherwice the right will dis-
mantle [t

C fourth, “reinvcning gov-
scnment, decentralisation,

opening up government 60

that what ocounts l§ what | a new standing conference of | the Group of Eidit (Of) sum:
worke" | the rentre-left, invalving the | ikt In Birmingham. The in-
" fINh. “we must be Interna- | Labdour Party. thr Democrrats. | ternational follow-up con[er-

the Burnpean socialist and
rocial demicratic partler and
beyond.

“Al this is ac a very tenwa-
tive stage, hut the plans atv In
place. we will Rold o {urther
event in London wn May, a
seminar or a small conference
betwern aurselves and the
wnd welfare reform, and the | Democrats Then aCrc that
presutent’s use of terms an- | we will attempt to build it out
cluding “the many not the | with the Europeans, the Aus.
(aw*, “third way" and "une | | trrl:ans and all of (he parties
nation”, which are famiiar | that are on the same
from his own speeches. wavolength.”

“These themes are Increns-
iodly echoed by the centre-left
around Europe.”” he said,

“There's a new confidence.
It's all abour ensuring soclal
juctice and sharnd prosperity

ttonaltst and oppose the
right s lsolationsem™,

Mr Blair rald he wes very
tmpressed that Mr Clinton'e
Stace of the Unlon #peach last
wrek contsined s much over-
Lap with New Labour pollcy

He cite¢ Mr Clinton’s |
pledgrs on school class sizes

The Prime Minister con’
| Qrmed (hm President Chinton
| would take part in the

May
| event. which would be held
‘Defore or after

ence. he sald, would
PIACE Hithet at thundd!thh
year Or thé.start of next.

He admitied the Democrats
might be *‘MoYe NAVORY than
we are” pbout his longterm
thinking but emphasised that
he wanted to reach out be-
yond the Atdantic and Europe
to leaders around tho wotld.

Me Glair spreified Prest-
dent Fernando Henrlque Cnr
doso of

Tony Blaic: Enlisted President B} Clinton in r plan to put New Labour and the US Democrats th the vRnmaard of a worldwide cantredoft movemont

f

Remazed wm 3 roalued that

Chis guy was talking Oie same
tanguage.- [t wis nuight
downtheding Now Labou

e

The Prime Minister
stressed that mn shoyld be
no “entry tests” of dentresien
puraty before traditiona LeR- |
winp, parties ere fnvited ‘°1
Jotn s plans, "It 19 impor: |
tane that thus inltiative s uni-
fying and not divisive. There
can't be enery tests [or this.
And tt's erucial to bind in the
Amerlcan ¢entre-left. But |
think they're up for it."

Mr Blalr sald he wos com
nmitwed “to engage %ith all sec.
tlons of lhenguropnn eenere
telt and not just the ones who
appear to be most oYviously
close to where we ar: at the

‘We on
the
centre-
left must
be at the
forefront
| of those
who are
 trying to
manage
social
change
inthe
world’

Tony Blair

moment”, Tuat meant the
French Socalists and the
German Social Democrats
would be welcomed. alongside
the Dvtch, Nallans and
Portuguese

He spoke wanmly of enstern
, Furopean partics which have
[ becorne “less market {ren-
zied” and are acquiring a
“mone modulated view of how

| markets interact with
| soclety™”.
Hpmm l’
0 and

t mmyum«a;lmso

really interested In this,
When [ talk with othet lead-
ers. they say. ‘That's my prob:
lem, 100", That's why [ am ab-
solutely committed to this
dedate.”

in the modern work).”
Setting out hs plans, Mr
Rialr sald: “7 want us 10 araet
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