
Greece and Turkey aim to heal rift
‘Wise men’ from both countries endeavour to 
resolve long-standing territorial disputes
By Lionel Barber

Greece and Turkey have 
agreed to appoint a group of 
"wise men" to help resolve 
their territorial disputes in 
the Aegean Sea.

The European Union wel­
comed the move as a step 
towards improving relations 
between Ankara and Athens 
and stepping up efforts to 
end the dispute over Cyprus.

The Aegean initiative was 
announced at a long-delayed 
EU-Turkey Association  
Council in Luxembourg. It 
softened the impact of 
Greece’s refusal to lift its 
long-standing veto over 
Ecu375m ($42410) of EU 
financial aid until Turkey 
stops threatening Greek sov­
ereignty In the area.

The Association Council, 
the first for 18 months dur­
ing which EU-Turkish rela­
tions have worsened, was 
highlighted by an impas­
sioned speech by Mrs Tansu 
(filler, the Turkish foreign 
minister.

à'rs .Çiller pleaded for- Tur- 
,to, be' put. on,ab -equaV'i

and eastern European coun­
tries whose applications to 
join the F,U will be formally 
considered in the summer.

“To [treat us] otherwise 
would undermine these very 
sentiments of equality, fair­
ness and non-discrimination. 
Neither of us can allow that 
to occur, or even for that 
perception to reappear.”

Mrs Ciller’s appeal put EU 
foreign ministers on the 
spot. Earlier, Mr Klaus Kin- 
kel, German foreign minis­
ter,' had ruled out Turkish 
membership of the EU “ for 
the foreseeable future” 
because of its human rights 
record, the treatment of the 
Kurdish minority, and eco­
nomic imbalances.

Ministers responded to 
Mrs C 'ller by reaffirming 
Turkey’s "e lig ib ility ” for 
membership. W ith this 
promise, the EU hopes to 
assuage Ankara's frustration 
that neighbours such as Bul­
garia are ahead of Turkey in 
the enlargement queue.

Despite his caution about 
eventual Turkish member- 

_ ,tM r Klnkel has put 
J heavy presr,,*-e on Mr T^o-|

doros Pangalos, the hardline 
Greek minister for European 
affairs, to be more forthcom­

in g .
Y es te rd a y ’s m eeting 

between Mr Pangalos and 
Mrs Ciller at a conference of 
Black Sea nations in Istan­
bul was welcomed as a sign 
that Greece may be edging 
toward a resolution of the 
conflict.

The group of “wise men” 
will make a report -  if neces­
sary of an interim nature -  
by mid-June.

Tlie recommendations are 
non-binding, while Greece 
and Turkey have asked the 
Dutch presidency of the EU 
to continue its role as honest 
broker.
•  A Turkish court sen­
tenced 122 Islamist sect 
members to up to four years 
in prison yesterday for chal­
lenging the official secularist 
order, Reuter reports from 
Ankara .

The Islamists, members of 
the Aczmendi sect, had been 
charged with forming an ille­
gal group, insulting Turkey’s 
secularist founder, Komal 

iAtaturk, and breaking a ban

Theodoros Pangalos: softening stance

on Islamic dress.
The court sentenced 113 

■ sect members to thrpp.vearsj

each in jail, six to four years, 
and another three to 20 

.monk«· i



η “X  0 ~YJ r .  9 ^ .

f & U f '  V  T ^

ü v  ^  e 'y’(jh'

· ■ /

3  ̂ ^ y  6 cT\s~\/

y T T  (

o 4 y ^ '  ,, t' ¿¿yft-t ypo^-£)°.

, f ¡  /P ^ .^ 7 ,

-  Ü  { . Ç  f y S o ^ a f t  τ η *  r J . ^ e y  e < ^  ' * * >  & j  ̂  ^  r u ^ ,  u t ^ u u y

~ C u /v  6  ~¿ (■ 6  €  uvy £> cC¿ 7  '  yu-Ύ  ■

¿ & t y *  7°/>vr~ ~ o ¿ l * A 4 ' ^
^ o o f i  w S T ^ A í ' · '  7 -  ^  f - f  - 7 ~ e £ ¿ - .

f & S H r á f y » ,  y -  Τ ’

T -  ( T £ T  η  h ' r f t  ieώ “ ' ° -

L ( y  r u j v u ^ í h y i o  / O  ? ¿ f f í  r u ó  Á ' i r ^  / '  / " ' r  ° ^ A >
ι/p  u /  -7 X O  ■

/ ! /  ̂  p  ! Y f  (O /  C> y y - M  y ^ L e  e Ο Ί ΐ  S~6¿' ë^tyCO e I TUU-yyy X e  XCC& ν' ̂ ✓ ,  
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