
H e lsn a  S m ith  In A th e n s

A H IS T O R IC  v i s i t  to  
G reece  by th e  k in g  and 

q u een  o f  S pain  got o ff to a 
s u r r e a l  s t a r t  y e s t e r d a y  
w hen  th e  S oc ia lis t g o vern 
m en t, se e k in g  to  d is tance  
i ts e lf  fro m  its  a n ti-m o n a r
ch is t v iew s, d isp a tch ed  two 
F ighter je ts  to  g re e t th e  cou
ple in  G re e k  a irsp ace .

K ing  J u a n  C arlo s  and 
Q ueen S o p h ia , a fo rm er 
G reek  p rin c e ss , ap p ea red

bem used as th ey  step p ed  on 
to  th e  red  ca rp e t a t A thens.

Spanish  o ffic ia ls a t t r ib 
uted  S oph ia 's  s tilte d  sm ile  
to her “ em o tio n "  a t being 
allow ed in to  a c o u n try  th a t 
has strip p ed  h e r  b ro th e r , 
th e  fo rm er K ing C o n stan 
tine , o f h is c itiz en sh ip  and  
p roperty .

G reeks have been  Fiercely 
an ti-ro y a lis t s ince  ab o lish 
ing  th e  m o n arch y  in  1974 
a f te r  the co llapse o f a ha ted  
m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip .

C onstan tine  w as allow ed

ho m e in  1993 b u t the  gov
e rn m e n t s e n t Jets to tra il  
h is  y a c h t a f te r  he  said  he 
w an ted  to  “ re su m e  d u tie s” .

Q ueen Sophia , w hose only 
v is it to  G reece w as for h e r 
m o th e r ’s fu n e ra l in  1981, 
w ill no t h ave  overlooked 
h e r  b ro th e r ’s figh t against 
th e  G reek  governm en t. Last 
m o n th  the  fo rm e r k ing, who 
lives in  L ondon, won the 
f i r s t  stage  o f  h is b a ttle  to 
re g a in  h is asse ts  before the 
E u ro p e a n  C o m m iss io n  o f 
H um an  R ights. H is fam ily’s

p r o p e r t y  a n d  p a s s p o r t s  
w ere seized by  G reece five 
y ea rs  ago.

C o n stan tin e , w ho  is th e  
D u k e  o f  E d i n b u r g h ’s 
cousin , h a s  been  to ld  he can  
reg a in  h is  p ro p e r ty  on ly  if  
he gives u p  h is  c la im  to  the  
th ro n e .

G reek  te lev is io n  show ed 
th e  p rim e m in is te r , C ostas 
S im itis , w ho is  k een  to  im 
p ro v e  t i e s  w i th  M a d r id , 
n e r v o u s ly  a w a i t i n g  th e  
ro y a ls  a t  th e  p re s id e n tia l 
pa lace  in  A th en s  — a b u ild 

ing  S oph ia’s uncle  h ad  b u ilt 
In th e  e a rly  19th cen tu ry . 
M r S im itis  and  h is  w ife 
D aphne ap p eared  to  be g iv
ing  each  o th e r  in s tru c tio n s  
on how  best to  g ree t th e  
couple.

“We have been w o rk in g  
ro u n d  the  clock fo r m on ths 
now  to  get th ings r ig h t,” 
said  a  spokesw om an a t th e  
fo re ign  m in is try . “ Sophia 
m ay be G reek  bu t she  is 
f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  th e  
Q ueen o f Spain . We w an t 
e v e ry th in g  to  be p e rfec t.”


