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AFTER a weekend mmy ver
| the award of the 3004 Qlym-
pics, Athens will - walke ug
today with a moriumnertal bil
 in prospect.
M : The Greek capﬂh! N an
o | mefﬁclent pothned &Y. A
i dxrmncshortageormm?na
déficitridden ~ ecOpomYy Maa
{ ‘been holdmg uff vt P'?
‘fof decades. Apaly¥Bygh
where the Greeks nn o
| find the £2.2 billion !o
| payoff the Olympk‘-m <Osts
| ‘and there is hardly ‘wny evi-
dence that the financis ZePect
of the Games has been
thought out. i

The first ﬁﬁ }'5 16
modernise ah o
transport systesh;,_which e
rival Romans haffinered %8
the city's weaket- fnk. The
first trains in 4°Nett under-
ground systemn ire epected 10
be operating by th€ end of
1999, relieving & lessly
inadequate rail ¢ and
overstretched bus AetWOrk.

Thanks to the wfforts of
people such as Dimfvis
Avramopoulos, thetity's May-
of, Athens has ifhprowed its
appearance sirice B Trid-
1970s when Comtaittine
Karamanlis, then' Prithe Min-
ister, wondered aloud Whether
the only solution might be to
“tear it all down md sart
again”.
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By KIOHARD OWEN

A CONPERENCE in Sici-
ly wil this wedk will hear

a long-ne-
2 pyrus is a
“nﬁssnﬁ " in the sur-
viving s of Emped-
ocles, fithifth century BC
Greek phildsopher, physi-
¢ian and stffesman who
pepularised the theory
that al matter s made up
of “fout elestients™ — earth,
water, aﬂ'tnd ﬁrt

The papyrus, dating
frorh theJst century BC, is
of Egyplian origin and
was acquie by the Univ-
ersity of Sfrasbourg in
1904. It was receritly redis-
covered by a Belgian
scholar, Alain Martin of
Brussels Uhiversity, who
clan'nts’y ﬂ&{ & ounsists of 70
lines” pédectes.

Althoaghi . Fmpedocles
was mflutntial as a think-
er, little”df his writings
have surdived except in the
fortn of g@etations in the
work Of wther authors
such a9 Aristotle. Gabriele

ienza Untversity in Rome
wid Y hﬂ:%fero that the
papytuy¥ was “of extraordi-
fary inip¥itance”.
Empedddles was born

fo legend,
Mhpeﬂ 5"%i death in
Mourh Eﬁ&"lvolcamc cra-+|
ter " t8 prove his
divinity. A'peet and philos-
opther — e developed the
theory. gbi¢he fransmigra- |
tion -off) — he is L




