


Athenian lovers
get time to spoon

Helena Smith in Athens

FTER a break of 25
Azears. the Acropolis

as been reopened to
the public at night — but
only on summer evenings
when the moon is full.

‘“The moon contributes
greatly to love,” trilled the
environment minister Cos-
tas Laliotis, who was
among the 9,000 who
climbed the heights above
Athens on Monday night
" when the hill stayed open
until lam.

“There’s no one who will
come here and not feel
erotic. If you stay a little
longer it will make you feel
quite Dionysian.”

That is exactly why the
army officers who gov-
erned Greece between 1967-
74 launched Operation Vir-
tue, shutting down the
Acropolis at night all year
round in 1971.

“When it came to closing
time, all these couples
would go and hide behind
the columns,” recalled Ni-

kos Panayiotopoulos, a
guard. ‘“My colleagues just
couldn't get rid of them.”’

Today’s ruling Socialists
have decided they can live
with this. To make the
point, only the great slip-
pery marble stairs that lead
up to the fifth century BC
edifice are being especially
lit for visitors.

“I have dreamt of being
up here on a romantic night
like this since I was a teen-
ager,” said the culture min-
ister, Stavros Benos, who
took office six months ago.
“I decided to open it up at
the first opportunity.”

‘“Even if it’s covered in
scaffolding, it just blows
your mind,’”” an Australian,
Neil Francis, said above the
strains of a string quartet
playing Beethoven.

“I mean,” he added, “if
it’s like this, it should be
open every night.”

In winter, however, and
on summer nights with lit-
tle moon, the site will
remain closed. The next
full moons fall on July 28
and August 30.
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Abriva 4/7/1996
“The Guardian” 3.7.96 o.7
“OL ABnvaiol epwTteupgvol Bpiokouv Xpovo yla xadia”

Metda ané pia dtakornn 25 etwv n AkporoAn EavavolEe yia To Kowvo

N vuxta aAAd poévo yiua ta kahokaiplva Bpddua pe ravogAnvo.

“To ¢eyyapt BonBdel otnv aydann’, keAdndnoe o Ymnoupydg
MNeptBaAAovtog K.AaAwtng mou Ppebnke avdapeca oes 9.000
ETILOKETITEG TIOU OKappdAwoav otnv AKPOroAn tnv Aeut€pa To

Bpddu.

“Aev undpxel Kavelg mou Ba €pbel €dw kaL va unv aitcBaveel
EPWTLKA. AUTO akplBwg €Kave Tn Xouvta Tou KUBEpvnoe amnod To

‘67-'74 va kAeiloel Tnv AKpOTIOAN TN vuxXTa YUpw ato 1971.

2NuEPA oL KuBepvwvTeg ZXoolaAloTEg amnogdoioav va (Hoouv
M'auTtd Kat puwTioav €BLKA yla TOUG ETILOKETTEG TA Pappdplva

OKaAld.

“Ovelpeutnka va Bpebw €dw pia popavTikhy vdxTa cav KL auty ano
TOTE TIou npouv teenager kaiL armogpdacica va To MPAyUatoTnoiow
ME TNV MPpwTn eukatpia” dAwaoe o Yroupyog MoALTiopol . Mngvog.

O Z.Mniévog avélaBe €dw kaL 6 uAveg To Ynoupyeio MoAttiopou.

To xewpwva kat 1o Kalokaipt TG vUXTeg ME Alyo ¢eyydpt n
AKpPOTIOAN Ba ueivel kKAeloTh. Endpeveg MavogAnvol otic 28 louliou

kat 30 AuyouoTou.



The Times 3.7.96 ©. 17
“H noéAuvon koéBel Tnv avanvon Tng Aérivag”

Aekddeg ABnvaiol,, TeAeutaia 6Buuata TOU  ATIOTIVIKTLKOU
ouvduacpou  pbéAuvong Tou agpa  kat  @oBepng  (€otng,
HETAPEPONKAv OTa voookoueia onwg OnAwocav ot EAANVIKEQ

Ynnpeoieg dueong Bonbelag.

Mepinmou 40 kdtolkolL eixav avaykn mnepibaAyng kupiwg yia
Kapdlakd Kait avarnveuoTlKa mpofAnuata kabwg n Beppokpacia

€pBaoe otoug 39 Babuoug C.



