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OPINION/LETTERS

- A Cynical Turkish Marriage Under the Army’s Gaze

By Jim Hoagland

ASHINGTON — Cyn-

icism has propelled an Is-
lamic fundamentalist into the
prime minister’s chair in Turkey.
The political fate of a vital U.S.
ally now hinges on a game that a
pair of Turkish con artists are
running on each other and ul-
timately on the Clinton admin-
istration.

The first task for the White
House in the new and dangerous
situation in Turkey is to under-
stand the shabbiness of what
happened in Ankara and not to
gloss over it.

Wriggling to stay out of coun,
Tansu Ciller, former prime min-
ister and leader of the secular
True Path Party, provided the
votes in Parliament to confirm
Necmettin Erbakan. leader of the
fundamenialist Welfare Party, as
prime minister. In retumn, Mr.
Erbakan gave Mrs. Ciller control
of important ministries and a
promise to turn the top jobover to
her in a year

Mrs. Ciller, who dazzled Pres-
ident Bill Clinton and other se-
nior U.S. officials on visits to
Washington. had sold herself to
the Americans as the only bul-
wark against the “*dark forces'’
of the fundamentalists. Now she
has ushered them into the prime
minister’s office.

So the Clintonites have a
choice between a Turkish leader
who has throughout his career
openly opposed U.S. interests
and advertised his anti-Semitism
and one who has just sold out
U.S. interests to save her own
skin.

American policy has taken on
its own cynical edge. Washington
quietly hopes that Mr. Erbakan’s
government will fail miserably
and collapse, and that Mrs. Ciller
will pick up the pieces.

But Mrs. Ciller's retun to

power — if it happens — will not
solve Turkey's deepening polit-
ical crisis. Still, US. officials
find reason for hope because she
will be deputy prime minister
and foreign minister under Mr.
Erbakan. They portray her pres-
ence as a moderating force.

But that underestimates the
distance that Mrs. Ciller has
traveled to strike this cynical bar-
gain. Mr. Erbakan had convinced
much of the public that she was
responsible for the disappearance
of millions of dollars while she
was prime minister, and had de-
manded an inquiry. He dropped
his demand as part of the deal
with her, but the sword still hangs
over her head.

Mrs. Ciller is, in any event, a
weak reed on which to lean a
policy. Her record as prime min-
ister is far more flawed than is
admitted by Clintonites aware of
the boss’s enthusiasm for her.

Mr. Erbakan's Welfare Party's
share of the national vote rose to
21 percent largely on her watch,
allowing it to move into position
to form a coalition govemment
when the secular parties dead-
locked. He now has a chance to
widen  Welfare's  influence
through the party’s control of the
social and economic ministries,
and to put his supporters in the
military and foreign affairs bur-
eaucracy.

Mrs. Ciller also never tried to
gain control over the Turkish mil-
itary, still a dominant force in the
country’s politics. The military
has been throwing its weight
around. stoking the fires of na-
tionalism by aggressively court-
ing confrontation with Greece
and smacking around Turkey's
own Kurdish citizens and Kur-
dish guerrillas in Iraq and Iran.

With only tenuous political
control coming from Mr. Erbakan

and Mrs. Ciller, the Turkish mil-
itary may be tempted to destabil-
ize a new Greek government and
resist a U.S. initiative on Cyprus
— unless Washington wakes up
to the dangerous regional pres-
sures that are building.
Washington needs to recog-
nize that the rise of Islamic fun-
damentalism in Turkey is itself a
symptom of a broken political
system that Turkey must be made
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to acknowledge. But the admin-
istration goes with the flow

After Undersecretary of State
Peter Tamoff met with Mr
Erbakan and Mrs. Ciller in Ank-
ara last week, he said on his re-
tumn that he had been ‘‘reassured
by the conversations.”*

The United States has to deal
with governments it dislikes and
distrusts across the globe. Grin-
ning and bearing it is frequently

the only policy available. But
Turkey is a privileged recipient of
U.S. aid, military equipment and
favors. Washington cannot con-
tinue to pretend that instability is
not stalking this vital country. and
continue business as usual

The Turks cannot be allowed to
think that their cynical machin-
ations will go unnoticed, and un-
censured
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O Kuvlohog Tmpowbnoe €vav LoOAQULOTH OTnv  Kape€kAa Tou

Mpwbunoupyou otnv Toupkia.

Kabrikov tou Acukou Oikou oTn véa erkivouvn cuutmepLpopa tng
Toupkiag eivat va kataAdpet tnv abAdotnta mnou £(we Tnv Aykupa

Kat OXL va Tnv KaAUTTEL.

Tp€uovtag kat n ka Chiller yinweg kat peivel ektég egouaiaqg
npowbnoe Ttov Erbakan otn B€on tou 1/©. H ka Chiller mou
“TupAwvel” TovBill Klinton kat dAAoug apeptkdvoug adlwpuatouyouq
OTIG ETILOKEWELG TNg, OTL €ival To pOvo Tporupylo evavtia OTLG
OKOTELWVEG OUVAMELG TWV  QOVTAHEVTAALOTWY, Twpa Toug

EYKATECTNOE OTO ypageio Tou 1/0.

Ot Clintonites £xouv va dlaAgEouv peta&u dUo nyeTwv TOUPKwWV ToU
o €vac o’ OAn Tou TNV KapplEpa NTAv evaviia ota apeplkavika
evolapepovTa Kal SNAWVE TOV QVTLIONULTIOKG Tou Kat o dAAog Tmou

HOALG TIOUANCE TA AQUEPLKAVIKA CUMPEPOVTA TIPOKELMEVOU va owiEel.

H Washington tunikda eAniet 611 n KuBepvnon Erbakan 8a neoet

ypriyopa kat Ba paléwel Ta koppatia tng n ka Chiller.
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AAAA n etiiopo®n NG Ka Chiller dev cwlel tnv Toupkia and tnv
TMOALTLK Kpion. O Erbakan €xeL meioel Tnv KO yvwun OTL n Ka
Chiller ATav uneubuvn yLa Tnv e€apavion ekatoppupiwv doAAapiwv

Kal To omabi eivat akéun nmavw anod to KePdAl Tng.

210 hJeTa&U o Erbakan £€xel Tnv duvatotnta NMA€ov va TOToBeTHOEL
UTIOOTNPLKTEG TOUu Ot OB€0elg OTPATIWTIKEG Kal €EWTEPLKWV

urtoBecewy, LEepapxieg.

H ka Chiller dev mpoondbnoe nMoTe va AarnoKTHoEL TOV EAEYXO TNG
TOUPKLKAG OTPATLWTLKAG nyeoiag mou ivat akdun n toxupn duvapn
™G XWPas.

Me Tov achuavto TOALTIKO €Aeyxo Tou dlaBgtouv ot Chiller kat
Erbakan 0 TOUPKLKOG OTPATOg MIopel va  TIPOKAAECEL
arootabeportioinon otn veéa eAAnvikry KuBgpvnon kat va avtiotadel
oTnv npwTtoBoulia Twv HIMNA otnv Kumpo, eKTog Katl €av EUMVACEL
Washington, n omnoia mnp€net va avayvwpioet 6Tt n avodog Tou
loAQulopoU eivat amd povn Tng ouuntwpa pngng Tou TIALTLKOU
cucTANATog oTnv Toupkia.

O Yrnioupyég Tarnoff 6tav tnv mponyoupevn eBdoudda cuvavindnke
ME TOoug mapandavw otnv Aykupa, €ine 0TL HE TN oulHTNON NPEUNOE.
AAG n Toupkia, eivat €vag TPOVOULOUXOG amodEKTNG TNG
AUEPLKAVLKNG OTPATIWTIKAG Borbelag kat n Washington dev pmopet
va napaBA£yel auth Tnv actdabela KaL va cuveXioel KAQvoviKa Tiq

emxelprioelg pali tng. Aev npernel va enitparnel otoug Toupkoug
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va Vou(Touv OTL oL KUVLKO{ pnxaviopol Toug Mepvouv anapatripntol

Kal Xwpiqg eMKploELg.
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