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Greece Drops Objection 
To EU Aid for Turkey

By Tom Buerkle
International Herald Tribune

BRU SSELS —  Signaling a potential 
breakthrough in the tense political 
standoff between Athens and Ankara, 
Greece on Monday said it would stop 
blocking the release of billions of dol­
lars of European Union aid to Turkey 
and 11 other Mediterranean countries.

The decision, announced by Foreign 
Minister Theodoros Pangalos at a meet­
ing of EU foreign ministers here, fol­
lowed months of strong diplomatic 
pressure from Greece’s EU partners, 
who regard the 3.4 billion Ecu ($4.9 
billion) aid package as vital to stabil­
izing the bloc’s southern and eastern 
Mediterranean neighbors.

The Greek move came after EU min­
isters endorsed a declaration calling on 
Turkey to pursue “ good-neighborly re­
lations’ ’ and to submit territorial dis­
putes with Greece to arbitration by the 
International Court of Justice. Greece 
and Turkey, both NATO allies, went to 
the brink of confrontation in January 
after Turkish sailors planted their coun­
try’s flag on the disputed Aegean island 
of Imia.

Foreign Minister Dick Spring of Ire­
land, who brokered the agreement as 
holder of the Union’s rotating presid­
ency, called it a “ very positive de­
velopment.”

Hans van den Broek, the EU com­
missioner for external relations, said, 
“ We hope very much that this pro­
cedure can at least help develop a dia­
logue with Turkey that will give some 
relief to tension”  between Athens and 
Ankara. f

Mr. Pangalos insisted that Turkey! 
would have to agree to the EU con-1 
ditions for aid to flow.

Mr. Spring and Mr. van den Broek 
planned to meet with the Turkish for­
eign minister, Tansu Ciller, in Dublin on 
Wednesday.

“ We have to have a response, and 
this response has to be positive,”  Mr. 
Pangalos said.

Mr. Pangalos refused to drop a sep­
arate Greek veto over other EU plans to 
extend 375 million Ecus of aid to Tur­
key to help the country face up to EU 
competition as tariffs are phased out 
under a customs union signed las 
year.

That position could force Ankara tc 
balk at accepting any deal that did no 
guarantee access to those funds.

Still, EU officials said Monday’! 
agreement was significant because th< 
aid package was a vital element of th< 
Union’s plan to develop closer ties wit! 
its southern and eastern Mediterraneat 
neighbors, leading to a pan-Mediter 
ranean free-trade area around the yea
2010.
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