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Chypre: un soldat tué
Un soldat chypriote-turc a été
tué et un autre blessé par des
tirs venant du secteur chyprio-
te-grec, hier, pres de la zone
tampon séparant les deux
communautés depuis I'inva-
stondu nord del'ile par laTur-
quie en 1974. Grees et Turcs
s'accusent mutuellement de
cet incident, trois semaines
apres la mort de deux manifes-
tants chypriotes-grecs.
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Nicosia: A Turkish Cypriot
soldier was shot dead yester-
day near a British military
base on the line dividing
Cyprus (Michael Theodoulou
writes).

Tension along the line has
been running high since last
month’s anti-Turkish demon-
strations resulted in the deaths
of two Greek Cypriots. Turkey

Turkish Cypriot SOldierki

said two Greek Cypriot civil-
ians were responsible for the
incident and the veteran Turk-
ish  Cypriot leader, Rauf
Denktas, blamed the Greek
Cypriot leadership for inciting
the violence. “The blood of
Turks has been drunk once
again,” he said.

The Greek Cypriot authori-
ties announced there would be

an inquiry, but the Cyprus
Government spokesman sug-
gested Turkish agents provo-
cateurs were to blame.

The investigation into the
violence was interrupted last
night after an explosive device
was found near the site of the
shooting. A British Army
bomb disposal squad made
the device safe.
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Turkish Cypriot
soldier killed

Chris Drake in Nicosia

TURKISH Cypriot
Azoldier was Kkilled and
nother seriously
wounded yesterday after
shots were fired next to a sec-
tion of the British Sovereign
Bases Area which separates
the feuding communities in
Cyprus.

It was immediately feared
that it could have been a
revenge attack following the
killing of two Greek Cypriot
demonstrators last month
during demonstrations at
Dherynia against the Turkish
occupation of the island.

The shooting occurred
before dawn a few miles from a
Turkish guard unit based in
the village of Acheritou, which
Turks call Guvercinlik.

It is not far from a British
military listening post where
the 9th Signals Regiment is
stationed. A road linking the
listening post with the British
base at Dhekelia runs
through a zone 100 yards wide
which forms a narrow inter-
communal dividing line.

The strip is part of British
Sovereign Bases Area (SBA)
territory, but does not come
under United Nations control
like most of the buffer zone,
and is patrolled by Greek and
Turkish Cypriot police work-
ing for the British.

An SBA statement said pre-
liminary results of an investi-
gation suggested the ‘‘crimi-
nals” responsible had crossed
from the Greek Cypriot side
into the north, and were tech-
nically outside its jurisdic-
tion when they fired the
/| shots. The statement stopped
short of suggesting they were
Greek Cypriots.

The SBA said later that the
investigation had been inter-
rupted for several hours by
the discovery of an explosive
device near the site of the
incident, which “may be con-
nected with the shooting”. A
bomb expert defused it.

The Turkish Cypriot leader
Rauf Denktash branded the
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killing ‘‘cold-blooded
murder”, blaming Greek Cyp-
riot political and church lead-
ers for stirring up hatred and
increasing tension. He told
the local news agency: ‘“The
blood of Turks has been
drunk once again. Have the
church and Greek leadership
satisfied their thirst?”

Turkey’s foreign minister,
Tansu Ciller, said: “We have
learnt that there was an infil-
tration from the English base
and this soldier was shot, and
I am afraid that we have
found the guns used are actu-
ally similar to the guns used
by the Greek [Cypriot] police
and the military.”

Last night, a government
spokesman, Yiannakis Cas-
soulides, said a check of all
weapons carried by National
Guardsmen in the area
showed none had been fired.

“This may be part of a
planned provocation by the
Turkish side to support their
contention that the two com-
munities cannot live
together,” he said.

Efforts by the UN and inter-
national diplomats to reduce
the tension of the past few
weeks have failed, with the
Cypriot president, Glafcos
Clerides, refusing to meet Mr
Denktash.
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