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Simitis panicked

Helena Smith in Athens

HE Greek prime minis-

I ter, Costas Similis, took

his message of reform to

the countryside yesterday as

a sluggish general election

campaign showed signs of

gathering pace in the final
week before voting.

Mr Simitis's Panhellenic

socialist movement (Pasok)

ers to stage a sophisticated
clectoral campaign

Analysts believe the ballot
will be i tight race between
the two parties, possibly with
the increasingly popular
small parties holding the bal-
ance of power.

“The polls have caught us
all by surprise,” said a senior
adviser to a Pasok cabinet
minister. ““There is an atmo-
sphere of panic in Pasok. No

has suddenly found it has a | one had expected this.”

fight on its hands as opinion

My Simitis, aged 6U, a for-

polis put it 1 per cent ahead of I mer university professor.
the conservative New ! called the election a year

Democrats.

early as he rode a wave of

The populist platform of his | popularity that many observ-

main rival, Miltiades Evert, is
caining support. The conser-
vatives have closed the gap by
using American image mak

ers believed would make him
diMmenlit 1o beat

In the eight months since
he replaced the late Andreas

Papandreou as prime minis-
ter and leader of Pasok, My
Simitis has tricd to modern-
ise Greek political hife and
said an electoral victory

would give him a mandate to ;

carry on the reforms.

Grecece has struggled for de-
cades to recover from the
period of authoritarian right-
wing rule under the colonels’
recime which collapsed in
1974,

But although Mir Simitis
has bheen embraced by the
Athens intellectual elite and
has won over a large segient
of the right his maderate pol

icivs and protfessorial aiv

have not found favowr with
Pasok's rank and file.

Into their 11th vear ol eco-
nomic  austerity. many

[

Greeks have grown weary of
the sacrifices Mr Simitis in-
sists they must make if
Greece —— the European
Union's poorest member — is
fo keep pace with its partners.

Nowhere is this niwore ap-
parent than in the country-
sice where people have begun
to hanker for the populist
rhetoric that swept the social-
Ists to power in 1981,

Although Mr Evert. a for-
iner  Athens mayor, enjoys
neither the respect nor popu-
iarity of Mr Simitis, his emo-
tive stvle and demagoguery
have increasingly struck a
chord.

l.ast week, polls revealed
that the New Democrats and
Dikki, a socialist splinter
group. have chiselled away at

Pasok's traditior:al popularity
among farimers and low in
coine groups with promises of :
tax rellef and extra subsidies. :

"It's always easicr for par- |
ties which are out of power to
outbid the incumbent in
pronmising things - and that
is exactly what the opposition
is doing," sa2id Nikiforos Dia-
mantouros, a professor of po-
litical science at Athens
University.

"Popuiism is the sorriest
legacy of the 1967-74 military
regime and previously Pasok
always excelled in it ™'

There are few who doubt
that Sunday’s election will be
decisive for Mr Sintitis. who
1:as threatened to resign from
the leadership of Pasok if
defeated.
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0 EXxxnvacg MTpwBunmoupyos WAPE TO PNVUPL YL AVAOUYKPOTNON
Ny umaltdpo XB€C KUBWEG pla "upyokivinTn" YEVUIKA MPOEKAOYLKN
gkoTparela Siver onpela empBpaduvons pla €RSopada Py TLC
EKAOYEG,

To MAZQK TOov K.Znpin oupdvu VRS TG TEAEUTAQLES
SNPooKoNNUELE eilval 1% PIPoOTa and Tn N.A.

I Atk uagTikn TAaTooppa TOU KUPLOU aVTLTUAAOU TOoU KepSLIetn
ESagoc. OU QguUVTNPENTLKOL EKAELTUAVY TO XAOPA XPNOLPOTO LOVTUS
evav Aleplrkavo Image maker.

Ol UVUAUTEGC MUIOTEUOUV OTL Ol EKAOYEG Oa maixfouv avapeoa
aTa 2 REYUAQA KOUUTA UTAPXECL Opwc 1udavoTnta pe Tthv auinon
TNE ONPOTLKOTNTYUS TWV HUKPOV KOPPATWV va eudpurLooet n
LooppoTtia duvapewy.

"Ou Snpookonmnmoets pag cEemanfav” elme oUPBouroS Yroupyou
Tou MAZOK "Ymapxeut pla «opoodaipa wavikou oto JMAXOK. Kavesig
6g TO mEPLpHEVE AUTO". ZTn  OQUVEXELU YiVETAL avagopd oTo
LOTONLKO avaanuyng tne Mpwdumoupylag ano Tov k.K.Zauitn wat
ouvexitfelt., Av kat o ¥.EBept, nponv Anpapxog tng AONvag Sev
anolupfdavet Tov CEfUopHo KAL TN SNPOTLKOTNTA TOU K.ZNNiTn To
SNPAYLYLKO KUl CGUYKLVYNOLAKO UDPOC Tou ayylLel KETMOLEG XOPSES
TOU KOGjIou,

Tnv nponyoupevn £80)1ada o1 PeETPNOELE €dettav o0TL n N.A.
kat Yo AHKI, Evda 000LQALOTLKO KOPpa ayxalu, aONPEAUV KOPUTL
Qmo TNV KATA napadoon SnuoTikoTnNTa Tou MAZOK pevaiu tov
UYPOTLY KAt TV opaduv 1€ XCUAPN AL cLoodnuaTa, divovrtas
UTOOXETELG Yld QOPOATUAAAYES wal mpooleTn fondera.

"Elvdl TAVTA TLO0 EUKOAO Yla TA XOPUPUTU TNOU €Llvdat €KTOG
cfouagidat va TAELOS0OTOUV 0OF UMOOXEJELS YLU TAPOXEGS KAL (UTO
AKPLPROC KAVEL N aveltnorxiTeuon"”" eime 0 NLxkngopos Arapaviounos,
Kadnyntng MoarTtiknv EntotnpEv oro MavemitoTiplo tng AOnvag.

"O AQUKLO)0G gtlvatl n 14 %) aox v a KANpovopula TOoUu
OTPUTLWTLKOU KADEoTOTOC 1967-74 KL MCAULOTEPQ To WNAZOK
oTNPLXONKE 'autov",

YAApPXouv Atyot mou apdiBdiouv o6tv 1 €xiaoyn ™neg KupuLaknig
B £1VUl WXOPUOLCGTLKN Yl TOV  K.ZINpitTn  Kovu QTelinoe v
napulTNet amo TtTnv apxnyia tou NMAZOK av nrtndel,



