Athens Re-enters the Olympic:Beauty:

By Ian Thomsen

Inter mllmmll llrl ald Tribune

ATHENS — Nevernind the Acropolis. Tell us about
the buses, the computers, how many hotel rooins have
you got and what is cverybody going to do during their
sparc time?

‘These days the Intemational Olympic Committee is
not only protector of the Olympic ideal, it is also the
world’s gréapee four operator. The whole planet gathers
around ¢ ympic Games, and everything must be
just ri m Werybody Especially after the logistical,

commercial and cultural headaches of Atlanta.

The 10C’s first chance to react to last summer’s
disillusioning Olympics — to right the wrongs of
Atlanta — will come next September when it votes to
award the 2004 Summer Olympics. An 10C technical
cvaluation committee is touring each of the record 11
bidding cities and will nominate four or five finalists in
March. The list is expected to include Rome Athens,

Cape Town and Stockholin.

For Athens the questions raised by Atlanta might
scem doubly cruel. Athens believed it deserved by
divine right to host last summer's Centennial Games.

Now Athens and the other candidates will be held
accountable for Atlanta’s poor transportation, its un-
balanced commercialization and even the bomb in
Centennial Park.

‘The _Athens, 2004 bid committee made up of a new
board with the govcmmcnt s financial backing, promised
to leave behind the bitterness of its failed bid for 1996. But
the Greek president, Costis Stephanopoulos, made a se-
rious error when he (hreatened that Greece would tum its
back on the Olympics if the IOC ignored Athens again.
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**No other city awaits with such im-
paticnce the [OC's decision than
Athens,”” Mr. Stephanopoulos said dur-
ing a recent visit by an 10C technical
cvaluation committee. ‘‘However, I ex-
press my bitterness over losing the
‘Golden 1996 Olympics'' in 1996.

**1 belicve that in casc our country does
not win these Olympics Games, it should
never again submit its candidacy."*

Many are sympathetic with Athens.
Nonctheless, such threats won't go over
well. The IOC will want to put its faith in
a cooperative government

In o way. Atlanta did the Greeks a
favor. Athens figures to be a much better
host in 2004 than it would have been
thrce months ago. Athens' womn out air-
port would have been overwhelmed: It's
50 old. you expect Humphrey Bogart to
come walking past in a trench coat. As
recently is last year, there were official
foreign concems about the safety of its
air-traffic control.

By next century. Athens is promising
a new international airport, as well as
two new metro lines — at a cost of $2.6
billion— and a suburban highway
around the city. All will be completed
regardless of the Olympic vote.

Such renovations and the charisma of
the bid committee’s president, Gianna
Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, might help
overcome Mr. Stephanopoulos's com-
ments. Even so, the IOC’s questions are
going to be more demanding than ever.

‘“The big challenge for Athens is to
show how the city can control the
Games,'’ Mrs. Angelopoulos said. **Of
course we have the heritage, but we
don’t depend on it. This time we don't
depend on our laurels."*

Mrs. AnchoFoulos 41.isalawyerand
a politician. Wife to the Greek millionaire
Theodore Angelopoulos, she has hel,
sponsor the bid with her own money.
job is to make the Olympic history of
Greece relevant to the IOC by rooting itin
a sound, modern organization.

One of Atlanta's problems was n.q
promise to put on the blggest Olympics
cver. But Atlanta isn't New York. or
Paris or Tokyo: it ended up swamping its
Olympic ring with too many spectators.
Athens will have to deal with similar
suspicions. Athens invented democracy
and, possibly, the traffic jam.

Athens’ bid is a revelation. Of the 39
facilities Athens has declared for the
2004 Olympics, 28 are a in place. The
core venues to the north of the city, meant
to host athletics, aquatics, gymnastics and
basketball, are all beautiful. Atlanta’s
venues were at least as spectacular; the
problems were swarming outside, with
little in the way of government support to
help clear them away. Athens has-thg
nccessary financial guarantees from the
govemnment, but then so do the other
contenders for 2004.

What the others lack.is the history of
the Olympics itself. They began in 776
B.C. atancient Olympia, 350 kilometers
west of Athens (215 miles). The site of
the ancient stadium is a long, narrow
oval. a natural floor rubbed free of grass.
Today visitors from all over the world
run a lap of the same track.

To fly from the ancient Olympic ruins
back toward modem Athens is to wmg
the span of time. The grassy hills give
way to farmland and herds, then towns
and the harbors. Athens itself occupies a
huge natural bowl that holds in the smog.
The city is enormously white, a blend of
the ruined statues left behind and the
white marble of the downtown stadium
that 10Q years ago hosted lhe first mod-
em Olympics.

The 1896 stadium is long and nnrmw
too. Athenians jog along the track in !he
momnings before work; grass ‘grows
peacefully from seams in the rows of
white marble benches. The sunlight re-
flecting from the marble floor heats your
legs as you walk back toward the Ac-
ropolis, which overlooks the stadium and
the surrounding traffic. For 2004 Athens
has plans to finish the men’s marathon ir
1896 stadium. It would become ¥ lap
unifying the Olympic movement.

No other city can match this dimen-
sion. Which is not to bury the other
candidates; they all have their own
strengths. Perhaps Rome has the big aTest
asset of all in Primo Nebiolo, the It
who runs the key Olympic sport of trnck
and field, and who is no doubt calling in
favnrs nn hehalf of his home citv
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H ABnva Eavapnaivel otov ayeva yia tThv OAvpmakn opopdra

Aev melpdlel yla v AkpornoAn. TI€oTe pac yia 1@ Aewdopeia, Ta
computers, mooa dwudtia fevodoxeiwv €XeTE Kal Tl Ba KAvel o KaBevag
OTO XPOVO MOU ATTOUEVEL

AUTEC TIC pépec n AOE dev elval pdvov o mpootatng Tou OAUMMIAKOU
1I5e®dou¢ eival emiong o HEYAAUTEPOG TOUPIOTIKOG MPAKTOPAG TOU
KOOHOU.

OAOC 0 MAQVATNC OUYKEVTPQVETAl yia Touc OA kal KGBe T mpéEnel va
gival 0woTd yla tov Kadgva. EISIKA HETA TOUG EUMOPIKOUG MOAITIOTIKOUG
Kal OIKOVOUIKOUG TTOVOKEPAAOUG TG ATAGVTAG.

H npotn sukaipia tnge AOE yia va avTidpAacel 0TOUG amnmoyonTEUTIKOUG
OAuuMAakoUG TOU MePACHEVOU KaAokaiploU, va dlopbwoel tTa Aaén tng
ATAGvTa Ba d08el Tov endpevo ZentéuBplo Otav 6a ynoioel yila tnv
avdbeon Twv OA Tou 2004. Mia texvikn emtponn aflohoynong tng AOE
eMokeENTeTal K&Be pia and Tic 11 unoPneiec MOAEIC Kal Ba unodeitel 4 n S
¢IvaAioT tov MdapTio. H Alota avauevetal va neplidiapBaver tn Poun, thv
ABnva, to Kéin Taouv kal T 2ToKXOAUN. MNa tnv ABRva ol EpwTNoEIG oV
npokAnénkav efaitiac tng AtTAavia 6a pnopclioav va ¢aivovtal dInAd
OKANPEG.

H ABhva nioteye o1 dikaloUTo TO 1gp0 dikaiwpa va unodexdel toug
ayaveg yia ta 100 xpovia 1o nepacpevo karokaipl Twpa n Aénva kai ol
undAoineg MOAelC 6a BpeBouv undAoyol yia Tn PTWXN dletaywyn NG
ATAGvTag, TNV avefeAeyKTn eunopeupatonoinon akoun kai yla tn BouBa
oto TTapko Centennial.

H Emtponh via tnv unoyndidtnta Tn¢ ABnvac yia 1o 2004 rnou
OUYKPOTNONKE amd vea PEAN, HE TNV OIKOVOMIKN KUBEPVNTIKN UmooTnPIEn,
unooxenke va fexAaoel TNV MKpia yia Tnv anotuyxngevn unoyndiotnta
Tou 1996. O Tpdedpoc TnG Anpokpatiac KXTepavOmouhoG OHWG €Kave
gva ocoBapd AdBoc otav aneiAnoe 6T n EAAGda 6a yuploel tnv mAdTn
otouc OAuprniakouc av n AOE ayvonoel Eava tnv ABnva.

“‘Kapuia GAAn moAN dev nepigevel Pe tOon avunopovnola v andgaon
™G AOE 600 n ABhva” eine o kXtepavornoulog, kKatd tn didpkela TG
npdoeaTNG €eMOKEYNG TNG TEXVIKNG €mTponng aflohoynon¢ g AOE
‘Qotdéo0 ekppdlw TNV TIKpla Hou Tmou  Ydoaue Toug  Xpuooug

OAuprmakoug 1o 1996”. “Thotevw 0Tl av N Xwpa pag, dev Kepdioel autoug
Toug O.A dev Ba unoBaAel note Eava unoyndlotTnTa”

TToAAol ouunabouv Tnv ABnva aAAd kaveic dev 6a anodexotav TEToIoU
eldoug anelAec. H AOE B¢Ael va eumoTteudel pia ouvepyaoiun KuBepvnon.

Kata kamoio tpdémo n ATAdvta €kave pia xapn otnv ABnva. H Abnva
oxedlalel va elvar moAU kaAutepn “olkodgomnoiva” 1o 2004 an 6T 6a
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ATAV TPEIC MAVEC TPIV. To @PBapuévo agpodpopio TG ABnvac 6a eixe
KATAKAUOBel Eival TOoOo MaAId Tou TMePIUEVEL KAVEIC Tov XAuppeu
MnOyKapvT va £pBel MepnaTevIag and To mapeAdov pe v Kaumapvtiva
Tou, Tlpdogata Tov Teheutalo Xpdvo umnpfav UMNEECIAKEG avapopEg
fEvov yia TNV aoQAAEld TOu Kal yid Tov €AEyXO  TNG EvVagpiag
KukAogoplag.

Ma tov enduevo aiwva n A6nAva exel umooxeBel eva veo diebveg
agpodPOUIO, BUO  YPAUUEG HETPO TpoumoAoyiopou  2.600.000.000
SoAAaplwv Kal €va TePIPEPEIaKd SPOUO YUpw and tnv moAn” OAa 6a
gYouv 0AOKANPwBei aveidptnta and tnv OAUHMIaKn YHeo.

AUTEC Ol AVAKOIVROEIC KABAG Kal n Xaplopatikh TTpdedpog tng Emtponng
yia Tnv umoyndlotnta, MNavva Aackaldakn-AyyeAomouAou, 8a purnopouoav
va Bondnoouv va fenepacbouv Ta OxOAld Tou KITEPAVOTIOUAOU aKOUN
Kal av ol epwThoelc TnG AOE npodkeltal va yivouv nepioocodTEPO ano Note
AnaItNTIKEG.

“H peydAn nmpdkAnon yia Tnv Aénva eival va &eifel 0T n noAn unopel va
eAeyiel Toug Aywveg” eime n ka AyyeAomnouAou. “OuoiKa eUEIG EXOUME TNV
KAnpovoid aAAa &ev otnpildpacte o auth. Auth Tnv opa dev
enavanauopacte otic dagveg pag”. H 40xpovn ka AyyeAornoUAou eival
SIKNyopoC Kal  TOAITIKOG.  2UluyoC Tou EAANva  eKaATopuploUuxou
©e0d.AyyeAomnovudou BonBnoe  otnv  elonynon  TnG  NpoTtaong  tng
unoyn@ldTNTAg Kail he dika Tng xpnuata.

H douAeld Tng eival va kavel Tnv OAUUMIakn 1oTtopia TG EAAASAG OXETIKN
pe Tn AOE 0dny®wvtag tnv e HIA OWOTA Kal cuyXpovn dlopyavwon.” Eva
and ta npoBAnpata tng ATAQvTag ATAv n UMOOXeon TNG va KAVEl TOUG
pHeyaAutepouc napda note O.A. AAAG n ATAdvia &ev eival Nea Yopkn,
Mapiol n Toklo. KateAnte va KatakAuoBel and Tooouc MOAAOUC Beatec. H
ABnva B6a ¢£xel va avtpetwnioelTic idlegc unoylec. H ABnva emvonoe Tn
dnpokpatia kai MoAU meavov TNV KUKAOGOPIaKN cuuddpnon.

Tng¢ A6nvac n unoyndidtTnta elval pia anmokaiuyn. And tg 39
OIEUKOAUVOEIC TOU avakoivwoe o1 28 e€ival owoteg. O KEVIPIKEG
EYKATAOTACEIC OTa Bopela TnG NOANG, OXedlAaoueves va unodexbouv
KAQOOIKO aBANTIOMO, YUMVAOTIKA, MMACKET KAT eival OAeC¢ wpaleg. Tng
ATAGVTaG Ol €yKATAOTACEIC ATav  TouAaxlotov Beauatikes. Ta
NMPOBANKATA OUYKEVIPWONKAv aneiw He MOAU Alyn BonBeia amd Tnv
KuBgpvnon. H ABiva €xel Tnv anapaitntn olKOVOMIKh unooTnpiEn and tnv
KuBEPVNON aAAQG TO 810 KAvouv Kal Ol AAAOI avTAaywvIoTEG yia To 2004,
AutO mou oOtepouvtal ol umnoAloimol elval n 1oTopia Twv OA auth
kaBeautn.” Apxloav otnv apyaia OAupnia 1o 776 X (350 xiIAlbueTpa anod
TNV Abnva). O xwpo¢ Tou apxalou otadlou eival pHakpuc oTevog He
QUOIKO dANedo XWpIC XopTApL INPePA eMOKENTEG an OAOV TOV KOOHO
KAavouv TO YUPO autou Tou otadiou. Tletwviac amod Tta epeima Tng
apxaiag OAuunia¢ miow otnv ouyxpovn ABnva eival cav va netag peoa
OTO Xpovo. H ABnva n idla elval cav tepdotia opaipa peoca otnv opixAn. H
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noAn eival TpopaxTikA Aegukn. AvAUEOa OTA €PEMWHUEVA aAyaApata
UNAPXEl Kal TO GTAdIO GTO KEVIPO TNG MOANG mou ¢IAoievnoe Toug O.A
npiv 100 xpovia. Na 1o 2004 n ABnva oxedidlel Tov TEPHATIONO Tou
MapaBwviou avdpwv ¢ autd 1o oTadlo Tou 1896. Kaupia AAAn noAn dev
unopel va avtaywvioBel auth tn diaotaon. T016¢ dev Ba €kalye TOUG
AAAoug umoyngiouc; “OAol duw¢ exouv Tnv dUvapn Touc. lowc n Poun
gxel To Mo duvatod xapTi an dAoug e tov Primo Nebiolo Tov ITaAd mou
XwpIic aupiBoAia 8a {nTnoel KABe XAapn yia Aoyaplacpuo TnG MOANG Tou.
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