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Defiance at the barricade
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Inspired by the
French lorry
drivers, Greek
farmers are
staying put,
Helena Smith
reports

HE farmers manning

the barricade at the

Artemisian tunnel on

the Corinth-Tripoll

highway, are not
appy.

The first night they erected
the roadblock. 120 miles out
side Athens, they got drunk
Their wives brought them
pots of steaming stew and,
they admit, they did have fun.

“Controlling the road does
make you feel very powerful,"
says Giorgos Pinatsis of his
role in what has become one
of the biggest revolts to hit
modern Greece

“Many of us here believe
Ihat the only power you have
In life is to vote and In our
ease it has got us nowhere,”
he sighs *‘We started this
blockade because the govern
ment's budget Is criminal. 1t
vants to extingulsh us farm-
ers in the name of Maas-
Iricht ™

There are 9,000 farmers in
Greece. But yesterday only a
few were actually working
the ficlds

The rest were maintaining
toadblocks round the country
in protest against the ruling
socialists' tough fiscal poli-
ties, which are aimed at get-
ling Greece's budget into a
ondition that might meet the

uropean Union's criteria for
s single currency

“All of us are up to our
necks in debt,” snarls Ada-
mantis Theobossi, a cotton
grower. “We can't afford to
pay back loans because inter-
est rates are so high. The gov-
ernment says its budget is all
ahout meeting EU targets but
most targets are killing us.”

As the revolutionary spirit
gains force, growing numbers
have got into their tractors to
join the blockade that has
both split and paralysed the
country for the past nine
days. Last night, around 2,000
trucks, including hundreds of
British lorries, were sald to
be stranded on motorways
that have gone eerily quiet, or
at roadblocks around
Greece's borders.

“With airline tickets sold
out, people have resorted to
chartering private planes and
helicopters to get around the
country,” says an exasperated
adviser at the transport
ministry

The men on the Corinth-
Tripoli highway are no differ-
ent to the thousands of others
who have severed Greece's
main rall and road links
They guard their barricades
around the clock, allowing
only the military and ambu-
lances lo pass

They go inta paroxysms of
fury at the very mention of
the pritne minister, Costas Si-
mitis - *‘the man who has
sold Greece to the EU” And,
mindful of the recent success
of their counterparts in
France, they say they are
here to stay.
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protesters have rejected a plea by the prime minister, Costas Simltis, to end their action

“‘Our tractors are our
tanks,'' roars Yannis Euf-
stathiou, leaning back in his
plastic chair at a barricade
further down the road. “If Si-
mitis were to meet us now we
would spit on him. He's made
us mad, really mad, because
we are the ones who voted for
him and he's not met any of
our demands "

Not since the mid-1980s,
when economic austerity was
first introduced to the EU's
poorest member, has the gov
ernment in Athens (aced such
opposition. The farmers’
revolt has been all the more

painful coming from a sector
that has traditionally sup-
ported the governing Pasok
sacialists

There are fears that with
mass discontent aver the aus
terity measures now riding
high, the revolutionary spirit
will spread.

Concern mounted as other
L.abour unions, dismissing
Mr Simltis's appeals, pledged
to take to the streets while the
government prepares to de-
bate the budget in
parliament

“The police in many places
have openly confessed they

agree with us,” says George
Karakasis, one of the many
foot soldiers standing guard
at the Artemisian tunnel. “If
the government sends in the
army or riot police to clear us

from the road, | think It
knows there would be a lot of
bloodshed

The blockade is already
thought to have inflicted
hecavy damage on the
economy.

The first food shortages,
say officlals, have begun to
appear in the main clties and
business leaders are com-
plaining about the losses they

”
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A farmer flies a black flag on his tractor blockading the motorway linking Athens to southern Greece yesterday. The
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are suffering. But neither the
farmers nor the government,
which is keen to mect the
single currency criteria by
the turn of the century, ap-
pear willing to give way

The protesters say they will
only mave ofT the road when
Mr Simitis concedes to at
least some of their economic
demands.

“Otherwise,” says Mr Kara-
kasls, who Is leading the
revolt at the tunnel, “we

could be here till Easter and
then Simitis will really have
something to say to his
friends in Brussels.”
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MpokARoeig oTa 0doPpAayuarTa

Epmrveuopévol arré Toug FaAoug 0dnyolg @opTnywv ol ‘EAAnveg odnyoi pévouv aTnv
idla Béon.

O1 aypOTEC TTOU ETAvdPWVOUV Ta 0doppdypata oTo ToUveA Tou ApTeHIGIOU GTOV,
dpopo KopivBou-TpiTtoAng Sev eival EUTUXEIG.

To TpwTo PBpadu Trou Uywoav To o0doppaypa 120 pikia égw amd Tnv Abrva
péduoav. O1 guduyoi Toug, Toug Eépepav (eoTd @aynté kai Trapadéxdnkav OTi
dlackédaoav. «EAéyxovtac 1o Spduo aioBdavecal TToAU duvarog» Aéel o MNwpyog
Mivatong yia To pdAo Tou @’ auTd TTou €yive (Hia arTé TIG HeyaAUTEPEG eEEYEPOEIG TTOU
XxT0TTnoav 1N ouyxpovn EAAGSa). «MoAhoi amé pag £dw TmoTedoupe OTI N povn
duvapn trou éxoupe otn wi &ival N YRPOG Kal oTNV TTEPITITWOT Hag auté dev pag
odrjynoe TrouBeva», avaotevalel. «Apxioape, auté Tov ATTOKAEIOHG ETTEId O
TTpoUTTOAOYIONOG TNG KUBEpVNONG gival eyKANHATIKOG. OEAel va e§ovTwaEl Euag Toug
aypoTeg 01O Ovopa Tou MaaoTpix».

Ymapxouv 9.000 aypoteg otnv EAAGda. AAMNG xBeg poévo Aiyol douAsuav
TTpaypaTtika ata xwpdaeia. O1 uttéAoitrol kpatoucav Ta odoppdypara yiupw arrd Tig
TTOAEIC, OIOUAPTUPOUEVOI  EVAVTIOV  TWV  KUBEPVWVTWY  COCIAIOTWY  yia TN
SdnNHoGCIoVOUIKN TTOAITIKI TTOU €XEI OKOTTO va KAVEl Tov TTpoUtToAoyIopo Tng EAAGdag va
£XEl TIC TTPOUTTOBECEIC WE TIC OTToiEG Ba PTTOpOoUCE va atrokTAoEl Ta Kpitriipia ¢ EE
yla TO gviaio VOUIoHA.

«OAhoug pag Trviyouv  Ta  Xpén», YpPuAifet o Ad. Oeoddong, Evag
BaupBakotrapaywyog, «dev HTTOPOUUE va ETTICTPEWYOUHE Ta dAVEIA yIATi Ol TOKOI Eival
TToAU uynAoi. H KuBépvnon Aéel 0TI o TTpoUTTOAOYIOHOG TNG OKOTTO £XEI VA OUVAVTIOEI
Toug oToxoug TNG E.'E. aAAd ol TTepIoodTEPOI OTOXOI HAG OKOTWVOUVY.

KaBwg¢ 1o emavacTamko peUpa kepdilel £dagog, aufavopevog apiBuodg TPakTép
evwonke ota odoppdypara Kal Ta dUo ékowav Kal diaipecav Tn xwpa yia 9n nuépa.
Tnv TTponyoUuevn voxta 2.000 @opTnyd avaueca o' auta Kai ekarovradeg Bperavika
QopTNYya EEPelvav OTOUG AUTOKIVINTOSPOHOUC yUpw arré ta EAAnvIka ouvopa. «Meg
QEPOTTOPIKA €I0ITAPIA, IBIWTIKA agpoTTAdva kal eAIKOTTTEPA TTPOCTTABEI 0 KOOHOG va
KUKAOQOpRoEl OTn xwpa» EeitTe évag e€opylodévog OUHBOUAOG OToug YTToupyeiou
MeTagopwv.

O1 aypoteg otov dpouo KopivBou-TpimmoAewg dev diapépouv arrd Toug xIAIadeg
aAoug TTou ékowav TIC OJIKEG apTnpie¢ Kai TIG OIONPOSPOMIKEG YPAUMEG TNG
uttéAoirTng EAAGdag emTpérTovrag Tnv KukAopopia JOVOV O GTPATIWTIKA oxXrjuarTa Kai
aoBevopopa.

®B6davouv ot TTapououd Bupou evavtiov Tou MpwbButtoupyol k. Kwaota Znuitn
«TOU avBpwTTou TTou TToUANGe TNV EAAGSa otnv E.'E.» eival TTpooeKTIKOi Kal META TNV
TTPOOPATN ETTITUXIA TwV opoloTTaBwyv Toug oTn [TaAAia, emiyévouv O eival ekei kal Ba
peivouv. « Ta TpakTép pag eival Ta Tavkg pag» oupAhialel o I'. EuoTaBiou, atnpi{duevog
TTiow oTRV TTAACTIKA TOu KapékAa oTa odoppdyuara. «Av 0 2nHiTNG HAag ouvavTouoe
dev Ba @TUvape evavriov Tou. Mag €xel TTpaypatkd TpeAAvel yiati Ui TOV Yn@icape
Kal EKEIVOG BEV IKAVOTTOINCE Kavéva arrd Ta AITAHATA Pagy.

ATT6 Ta péoa Tou ‘80 TTOU N OIKOVOMIKA AITOTNTA yia TTPWTN Qopd £QAPHOCONKE
oTo TTo @PTWXO HéAog Tng E.E. avmipetwrridel n kuBépvnon Tétola avriBeon. H
ECEYEPON TWV AYPOTWV Eival TO TTIO ETTIKIVOUVO YEYOVOC ATTO €vav TOMEQ TTOU



Tapadooiakd oThpile Toug KuBepvwvteg ogoalalioTég Tou MAZOK. Ymrapyouv @opol
OTI ME TNV auavouevn SUCApPECKEIA YIA TA AUOTNPG PETPA TO ETTAVAOTATIKG TTVEUUA
Ba e€amAwBei. H avnouyxia peyahwvel kaBuwg kal dANeg epyaTikég evwoelg axedialouv
va Byouv oToug O&pouougc evw n kuBépvnon eTolpa@deTal va oulnTioel Tov
mTpoUTToAoyIopud oTn BouAr. «Ze TTOAAG pépn n aocTuvopia egopoloyrnBnke OTI
oudpwvei pali dag» Aéel o . Kapakaong évag arré toug TToAAoug T1Te(OUg TTOU
@poupolV To ToUVeEA aTo ApTediolo. «Av n kuBépvnon oTeikel oTPATO 1| acTUvVOMia va
kaBapioel Toug dpopoug vouilw OTI EEpel OTI Ba yivel alparoxuaiar.

O arrokAeiopdg dn éxel TTpokaAécel peyaAn ¢nuid otnv oikovopia. O1 TTPWTEG
eMeiyeig oe TpOPIHa oTIg peydAeg TTOAeIG r1dn dpxioav va gd@avifovral Aéve ol
aflwhaToUxol Kal ol ETTIXEIPNUATIEG TTapATTOVOUVTAI YIA TIG ATTWAEIEG TTOU U@icTavTal.
AMG ouTe ol aypdoteg, oUTe n KUPBEpvnon Trou TTPOCRAETTEI OTA KPITHPIA OTNG
Eupwrtraikig ouykAiong pe To yUpiopa Tou aiwva uttoxwpouv. O1 diapapTupouevol
Ioxupidovtal 6Tl Ba eAeuBepuwyoouv TOUG SPOHOUG av O K. ZNHITNG TOUG IKAVOTTOINOEI
£0TW ATTO MEPIKA ATTO TA OIKOVOMIKA TOUG QUITAHATA TOUG. «AIaQopeTIKA,» Aéel o K.
Kapakaong 1Tou nyeital Tng e€€yepong oTo TOUVEA «EUEIC UTTOPOUUE VA HEIVOUHE EBW
MEXp! To lNdaoxa, oTTéTe 0 K. ZnUiTnGg Ba €xel KATI va TTEl OToug @IAOUC Tou OTIC
BpugéAAeg».



