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Tensions rise on Greek roads to nowhere

Helena Smith speaks to British lorry drivers
trapped in the port of Patras and fearing for their
livelihoods as the farmers’ blockade spreads

EATH Pinder

loves Greece but,

after another day

stuck inside the

cabin of his
truck, he is just one of
many British lorry drivers
who have seen enough of it
for the time being.

In the 11 days since furi-
ous farmers began protest-
ing against the Athens gov-
ernment's austere budget
by setting up a crippling
rail and road blockade,

hundreds of international
lorries have been trapped
in the port of Patras. The
wait is beginning to tell.

“It's just been nightmar-
ish,” said Mr Pinder, from
Newcastle. ‘A blockade
like this is going to make a
lot of us bankrupt. As an
owner-driver I stand to lose
around £6,000 for this trip
alone. It's been, well,
bloody disastrous.”

Since arriving in Greece
with a load of cables bound

for Kalamata, Mr Pinder
has spent most of his time
fretting about thieves and
whether he will have
enough money for food.

‘“When you're on a job
you daren't leave your
trailer for fear it will be
broken into,’ he said.

As European Union
countries strive to reach
targets for monetary union,
truckers like Mr Pinder
and his friend, Rhys Neal,
have been stopped in their

tracks by those denouncing
the inequities of the Maas-
tricht treaty.

“In 30 years of driving
I've never seen industrial
unrest throughout Europe
before,'’ said Mr Neal, who
had been en route to Ath-
ens with a cargo of electri-
cal goods from his home-
town of Swindon.

“I'm a staunch advocate
of European monetary
union but in places like
Greece, where prices have
trebled in the past two
years, it's clear people are
really suffering. Personally,
1 don’t blame the farmers.
From what I understand
they're going bankrupt.”

With no signs of the

blockade ending, not all
truckers are as sympa-
thetic. As the revolt inten-
sified over the weekend
following the farmers’ deci-
sion to build more barri-
cades and extend the pro-
test to Crete, foreign
truckers began furiously
erecting counter-blockades
to try to stop them moving
more tractors on to motor-
ways. Police said tensions
between the two groups
had reached fever pitch in
many parts of the country,
with growing numbers try-
ing to run the blockade.

“l know of one English-
man who got badly beaten
up with baseball bats when
he tried to get past the bar-

ricade outside Patras,’’ said
Mr Pinder. ‘“‘Up north
where people are trapped
around the borders there
have been a lot of cases of
people getting broken noses
and black eyes.”

Clearly alarmed by the
scale of the uprising, the
prime minister, Costas Si-
mitis, has hastily dis-
patched senior politicians
to the countryside in a bid
to defuse the crisis.

Yesterday Mr Simitis,
who is determined to apply
his stringent fiscal policies
if Greece is to keep pace
with its richer European
partners, was quoted as
saying he would rather his
government fell than give

in to the farmers' demands.
The farmers want cheaper
fuel, more subsidies and
higher produce prices.

With much of the public
sector also striking over
the budget later this week,
the socialists fear that bow-
ing to the farmers would
prompt a wave of similar
requests.

‘“Everyone who voted for
this government in Septem-
ber knew what its policies
were," Mr Simitis said.
“Greece's future lies with
European monetary union
and T am not prepared to
derail the country’s course
towards it.”

But Mr Simitis' tough
stance appears only to have

hardened the farmers’
resolve. Despite growing
shortages of food, medicine
and raw materials, the
farmers have said they will
tighten the noose around
Athens by closing the
bridge across the Corin-
thian canal today. The
bridge connects the capital
with fertile Peloponnese.

‘“When Athens starts to
go hungry then maybe the
people who run it will start
to do business with us,™
said one of the blockade's
leaders.

That, say officials, will be
a bridge too far and give
the government no option
but to clear the roads by
force.
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Amepyia aypotwv

O GUARDIAN o0e avtanédupton 1tTng Helena Smith ané Afnva, pe TlT)IO
"OEVveTalL n €vraon otoug eAAnVixolg Spdbdpouvg mouv odnyodv oto mMoubevd*™,
avagé€pet  STL n dpvnon TnG HLVPEPVNONG VA LHAVOTOLNOEL TA AL THHATA TWV
aQypoTwv, €XEL OAV AMOTEAECUQ TNV EMEXTACH TWV XLVNTOMOLIHOEWV TOUG, HE
HTASHA OTa MEPLOOSTEPA ONUHE(A Twv €6VIHWV SpSpwv.

Metafd autwv Touv E€xouv maytdevbel, avape€petr n avramoxnplrpia, elvat
wat Bpetavol odnyol egopTnywv, Hepitxol ex Twv omolwv be(xvouv
watavénon ryia Ta TmpofArjpata Twv aypotwv, Smwg m.x. o Heath Pinter,
mov ei{vat mayitdevuévog yia 11ln pé€pa oto ALtpdve Tng INdtpas. O .
Pinter e(me &1L natavoel Ta TWpoPAHaATA TwWV aypoTdv, aAA& o (SiLog
aviiLpetwnilet ocoPapd mpoPAnuata uat n  Cnptd mou €xet 1/dn vmootel

.avépxerat otTig 6.000 NA.Evag &Alog obnyég,o un.Neal, efopoloyeltaL St
bev €xet Eavadel otnv Evpdmn xdtiL mapdpoio pe auvtéd mou ouvpPalvet otnv
EAAGDa, wat Sti av nat o (biog el{vat vrmootnpixtiig Tng ONE, miLoTelel
6tL ge pla xwpa Smwg n EAAGDa,Smou oL TLHEG €xouv TplmAacitaotel( T«
Televtaia &Vo xpévia,eivat  ¢gavepd EtL oL  Avlpwmol UTOPEpoLV.
“Dewv HATTYOPW Toug aypdteg LT nataiaPaivw ST autol
MPSHELTAL VQ XpeEoromnoouvv", mpoobetel o Bpetavég odnydéc.

AXA&, ovvexileL To ©bnuooievpa, dev €deLfav SAoL oL obnyol TNV (dLcx
natavénon nat xatd tn didpreita tou TafpPatomdpiarov,Stav ol aAypdTeES
anopdoLoav va emextel{vouv TLg xLvniomotLriceltg otnv Kpitn, £€voL odnyol
QopTNYWV TMpoomdbnoav va touvg eumodiocouv.0 Mpwbumovpydsg HETE amd auTn
TNV HALUAHWON TwWV MivnTOoMoLfjoewv,E€xel oTtelAel otnv emapx(a MoALTLHoUg
oe HLa mpoomdbeta extédvwong TNg Mplong.

ZTn ouvéxeiLa,To dnuoolevua avapépetat otTig dnAwoetlg Touv Ilpwbunovpyov

®w.Znultn, OtTL OGev mpbueirtarL oe xautd meplmTwon va UTIO XWPNOE L
SLé6TL pLa LVTTOXWPNON otoug aypdteg 6a Tmapartvoloe TLECELS MAL

.Eneubtnﬁoetg Yia mapdpoLta attipata xat 8tL "émotog  PripLtoe auTiy TNV
wuPépvnon Tov Zemt€uPpro yvwptde TNV TOALTLHN TNG".H oxAnpniy auTii
6nAwon Ttou Mpwbumouvpyold €xnave JSuwg oxAnpdTeEPn HAL TN OTAONn TWV
aQypoTwv, Tou TAPSAEG TLG €eAAelPelg TpoldvTwv TOUL TapatTnpeolvIal
otnv A0nva, mpdueittat va anoxAe{ocovv xat tov IoBué tng Kopl(vbou. To
Snuoolevpa natainyet He OnAwoelg emiofjuwv 46Tl otnv nuPé€pvnon Sev
QmoOHEVEL dAAN emLAoyn mapd va enméuPetr duvapiLnd.

Inu:Tia To (6Lo 6O€ua ov TIMES pe tltAo "¥SBoL yLa €AAerdpn TpoelpHwv
ASTw TWV EAANVIHWV UTASHWwV", o aviandupLon tov John Carr amné TNV
AOfva, avagépetal otouvg @bBoug YLa eAAelPpel g MPOTSVIWV OTLG UEYAAEG
néAeLg nat otnv Afnva ané TLG TAPATELVSUEVEG XLVINTONMOLNHOELG TwV
aypotwv. To dnpoolevpa natainyet pHe Tig dnAdoeitg Tovu MpwbBumovpyold, o
omolog CaMOMEAAECE TLG QAUALTHOELG TwVv QYPOTWV "unepPoAilnég” nat
apveltat va Odiampaypatevfel edv ©bev otTapatioouvv TNV "exPLacTtixif
TARTLHI] TOULG".



