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Strikers bring Athens to a halt in austerity budget protest!
I

THOUSANDS of s trik ers  
m arch ed  th ro u g h  the  

Greek capital yesterday be
fore parliament began debat
ing the government’s auster
ity  budget, writes Helena 
Smith in Athens.

Civil servants, doctors and 
teachers walked off the job, 
joining strikes by Greek sea
men and diplomats.

The protests plunged the

country further into crisis as 
it entered its third week of a 
f a rm e rs ’ r a i l  and road  
blockade.

Bracing themselves for a 
showdown with the govern
ment, the farmers announced 
they would bring their self 
p ro c la im ed  “ holy  w a r’’ 
against the tax-heavy budget 
to Athens with a demonstra
tio n  o u ts id e  p a rlia m e n t

tom orrow . “ The g o v e rn 
ment’s got to understand that 
we’re willing to stay here 
throughout the holidays,” 
said a cotton grower guarding 
a roadblock outside Larissa, 
where the revolt is being co
ordinated. “We wouldn’t be 
able to face our families if we 
re tu rn e d  to o u r v illag es 
empty-handed.”

The blockade, which has

cu t G reece in ha lf, has 
wrought uprecedented dam
age to the economy, with 
lo sses of m ore th an  
£442 million.

Farmers say the budget, an 
effort to cut the deficit linked 
to the planned European single 
currency, expected too many 
sacrifices from Greeks who 
have seen their disposable in
comes drop in recent years.


