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MpowbwvTtag Tnv AvTaywvioTIKOTNTA, TNV Kolvwvikig
2uvoyxn kai Tn Biwoiyn Avarmrrruén yia tnv Eupwtrn

KwoTtag Znpitng
MpwOutroupyog TG EAAGdag

so H orparnyikn tn¢ NicoafBwvag — pia mpoodeuTiKn amavrnon o€ éva maAid
Epwrnua

To ZupBoUAio Tng AilcoaBwvag, Tov Mdptio tou 2000, amoTtéAece opOONUO OTNV
mopeia NG Eupwtraikng Evwong. O1 amogdoeig Tou eAR@Onoav Kal cuvBEéTouv TRV
atpatnyiki TN Alccafwvag kAAuyav TNV avaykaidotnTa yia Jia CUVEKTIKR KAl eviaia
mpdéTaon yia 1o péAdov. Edwoav épapa otnv Eupwtraik ‘Evwon kar otoxeuouv
OTOV HETAOXNUATIOHO TWV EUPWTTAIKWY KOIVWVIWV TTPOG TTPOOJEUTIKA KATEUBuvON.
Znueio — kAelldi €ival n akpIPAG TEPIYpPAPR HIAG OEIPAG ATTO CUYKEKPIUEVEG Kal
xelpomactég dpdoelg. O1 dpdoelg auteG TrpooavatoAifovral OE PETPACINOUG KAl
TTOCOTIKOTTOINUEVOUG GTOXOUG, TTOU guvodelovTal amd ca@r) xpovodiaypdaupara. Kai
BéBaia, n Tpdodog Tpémel va emTEUXBeEi amd Ta KPATN-HEAN OxI pOvo pEéoa oTa
TAdiola Twv Tapadoaoiakwyv Topéwv euBuvng NG EE, aAAa ki1 eupuTepa.

«Moia eivai n emidpaon ¢ EE arn {wn tou Eupwrraiou oAitn; » Autd gival To KUpIO
gpwrnua yia Tnv Eupwrn kai n aravinon tng AicoaBwvag eival n amrdékpion ou
divel avrote n poodeuTik TOAITIKA: «H Eupwiraik ‘Evwon ptropei kai TrpETTEl
va mpoo@épel Eva KaAuTepo HEAAov o€ 6Aoug Toug Eupwrraioug». H diacpdAion
NG Asitoupyiag piag Eupwtng yia 6Aoug Toug Eupwtraioug TToAiTeEG fTav 10 £pyo
Tou avéAdaBe n «ZTtparnyikn NG Alcoafwvag» Kai, Tou Twpa avaAapBaver n
EAAnvIkA Mpoedpia, n omoia kai wpoeToipalel to Eapivé ZupBouAio Tou Mapriou.

21a Ttpia xpovia Trou Tépacav, To TOAITIKO OKNVIKO £Xel AAAGEEl, Ol OIKOVOMIKEG
TpooTTIKEG Oev gival €€i0OU EUOIWVEG, N KOIVWVIK CUVOXN iOWG AVTIMETWTTICE!
meplooodTepe TPokAAoelg. H ei10dox véwv xwpwv otnv EE iocwg BErter {nmnua
aAAayri¢ Twv TpoTepaloTATWyY. To 6papa TNG AiIcoaBwvag TTapapével eTTikaipo, 1 Ba
£TTPETTE Va TTapate@Bei aTnv loTopia wg 1o TPOoidv piag o euTuxoUug CuyKupiag;

To Eapivo Eupwraiké cupBouUAio Tou Mapriou Tou 2003 kaAeitar va avTimrapabéoel
Mia TTEICTIKI ATTAVTNON O€ QUTO TO KEVTPIKO EPWTNHA.

g0 Avriuystwmi{ovrac TIC TPOKANCEISC piag véAg OIKOVOUIKNG Kal TOAITIKNG
ouykupiag.

H EAAnvikR Mpoedpia - n wpwTn Mpoedpia tng dieupupévng EupwTrng - kal To Eapivo
Eupwtraiké ZupBouUAio Tou 2003 Ba TrpayparotroinBouv o€ dia véa OIKOVOMIKN Kal
TTOAITIKA CuyKupia.

H aoBevii¢ oikovoulki avamTtuén, o1 UTTORACKOVTEG TTOAITIKOI KAl OIKOVOUIKOI KivOuvol
kal ol afefaidtnreg emnpedlouv  aApvnTIKA TIG TTPOOTITIKEG AVATITUENG  Kal
oTrabepoTnTag otnv Eupwtn kai tov k6opo. H Traykoouiotoinon, n Taxeia
TexvoAoyikry €€EMIEN pTTOpEi va BorRbnoav OTo va QaTmmoKOMICOUHE OYEAN amd To
dvolyga TnG ayopdg¢ kai Tn HMEYAAUTEPN OIKOVOMIKI] QTTOTEAECHATIKOTATA, aAAd
amokaAuyav egicou mpofAfuara oxeTi{OuEva HE auénuéVEG aviOOTNTEG, HE TN
PTWYXEIA O TTOAAA HEPN TOU KOOWOU Kal e BUOKOAIEG oTnV TTpowbnon TNG BIWCIPNG
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avamtugng maykoouiwg. Tautdxpova Opwg, To Eupwtraiké vopiopa éxel avadeixOei
oe éva amd Ta 1I0XUPOTEPA VopiopaTra o€ maykéoupio emimedo, evw n Eupwtraiki
dleUpuvon TTAPEXEI VEEG TTPOKANTEIG KI EUKAIPIEG.

2e autd 1o TeEPIBAAAOV, TTPETTEI va KATAOTEI CAPEC OTI TTAPAUEVOUHE APOTIWHEVOI
aTnV ETMITEUEN TWV OTOXWV TTOU cupgwvnBnkav 1o 2000: va karaoTei N EupwTraikni
OIKOVOMia N TTA€0oV avTaywVvIOTIKA Kal SUVAUIKK, OIKOVOIa TnNG yvwong TTayKooMiwg,
IKaVA yia BIWOIKN OIKOVOMIKA avdarrTuén pe TEPICOOTEPEG Kal KAAUTEPEG BECEIg
EPYAOIAG Kal I1OXUPOTEPN KOIVWVIKA Ouvoxr. AUTO OUVETTAYETAl ONUAVTIKEG
METaPPUBUIOEIG pE OTOXO TNV TaXUTEPN AVATITUEN, TNV ATTacxO6Anan, TNV eunMepia Kai
TNV BeAtiwon Tng moiétnTag {Wig.

210 Eapivé Eupwtraiké ZupBouAio tou 2003, Ba mpémel va emMIBERAIWCOUNE OTI N
HETABaACN Ot pia olkovopia Baciopévn OTn yvwaon Kai Tn BIaoiyn avamruén kai n
avalwoyoévnon tou EupwiraikoU KoivwvikoU HovTéAou TTapapévouv Auecol otdxol
HagG, TTOU TOUG ETTIDILKOUNE HE HEBODO Kal SuvauIoO.

Aev utrapxel ap@iBoAia o611, amd Tnv UVICBETNONA TNG, N ZTpatnyiki TnG Alcoafwvag
EXEI ECUTTNPETNOEI TOV OTOXO TNG, VA KIVNTOTIOIRCEl KAl va oTnpigel T1ig¢ Eupwirdikég
TTPOOTIABEIEG YIO OIKOVOMIKN Kal KOIVWVIKA HeTappuBuion. Exouv Adn emiTeuxOei
TOAAG™ evToUTOIg, O€ OtIpd BepdTwy, e€akoAouBei va utrdpxel €AAEIda uAoTTOINONG.
To apatmdvw 1oxUEl €151KA ava@opIkd HE TNV OIKOVOMIKN HETapPUBUIoN - N aduvayia
pag va kataAgoupe o€ cuppwvia TTAvw o€ €va QopoAoyIkd TTakETo, aTo Eupwiraiké
AirAwpa Eupeoitexviag, oe peyalitepeg emevdloelig atnv Epeuva kI Avamrtugn kai
TNV KaivoToyia rj otnv €mITAXUVON TNG avapopewaong Twv Topéwyv OIKTUWV OTTWG N
EVEPYEIQ KAl Ol HETAPOPES ATTOTEAOUV XaPaKTNPIOTIKG Trapadeiyyara.

To idlo 1ox0el Kal yia Tov KOIVwvIKO TTUAwva Tng arlévia tng Alocafwvag. Ta
TT0000TA amacyoAnong dev aufdvovtal apkeTd ypriyopa evw €XOUME atrodeixBei
apyoi OTNV QVTIUETWTTION OUOKOAWV BEPATWY OXETIKA HE TNV AVAUOPYWON TWV
OUVTagIoOOTIKWY CUCTAMATWY Kal Twv CUCTNUATWVY Trapoxwv. Q¢ CUVETTEIQ TNG
EAEIYNG ATTOTEAEOPATWY OE QPKETA PETWTTA, N amdoTacn mou Xwpilel Tnv EE amd
Tig HINA oe pia oeipd TopEéwv - avdmTuén, TapaywylkoétnTa, amacyxoAnon Kai
TTOO00TA EMEVOUCEWV HETAEU QUTWV - TTapapével apeiwTtn 1 €xel dieupuvBei kI autd
EMIBAAEI TRV avavEéwaon TWV TTPOCTIABEIWV.

Tpia xpdévia perd TNV vI0BETNON TNG atévia Tng AiccaBwvag ki €xovtag diavioel To
€va Tpito TNG Tropeiag mpog 1o 2010, To Eapivo ZupBouAio Tou 2003 pag Tapéxer Tnv
EUKalpia va eEETACOUNE av EiNAOTE CUVETTEIC i} av UTTApxEl EAAEINPA UAOTTOINONG Twv
¢@IAodogiwv Tou 2000. EmBAAAeTal n e€€Taon Tou TI €xel emITEUXOBEi, TI OYI, KAl yiaTi,
KaBwg kail n emBeRaiwan TnG TPooHAWGONG GToug OTOXOUS. Agv TIBETAI TOGO BEHA
gvioxuong tng artgévrag. Kupiwg, atraiteital moloTikrp avaBdbuion kai emTaxuvon NG
d1adikaciag yia Tnv uAoTroincA TNG.

H mpoonAwon oToug OTOXOUG QTOKTA MeEyaAUTeEpn onuacia umd To QWS TNG
diadikaaiag dieupuvong: eival Tpog 6¢peAog TNG Evwaong, ol Tpog évragn XWeEeS va un
pévouv Triow oTn diadikacia diapBpwTIkAG avaudpewang TG Eupwng. MNa kavévav
AbGyo dev TTPETTEI 01 TTPOG €viagn XWpPeS va aioBdavovTal uTToRIBagHEVEG Ot éva POVIKO
‘mePIBwpIo’ TNG dieupupévng Eupwting. To dpapa kai n otparnyiki 1nG Aicocapwvag
TpETel va TePIKAEiEl OAa Ta péAn g EE. Mpémer va emikevipwBouue oTig uebddoug
Tpowblnong Twv TOANITIKWV kal atéxwv NG Evwaong avagopikd pe tnv AtZévia Tng
ANiocafBwvag, wWOoTe va UTToaTNPIEOUV TNV KOIVWVIKO-OIKOVOUIKA BepéAia aTa otroia
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Ba oikodounBei n véa dieupupuévn Eupwtrn. Auté trepIAapBAavel Tnv €TTEKTACN TOU
EupwtraikoU olkovopikoU Kal KOIVWVIKOU TTPOTUTTIOU, UE avoBeuTn pop@r), OTIG VEEG
Xxwpeg TG EE, evowparwvovidg 1e¢ o éva  TepIBAAAov  diapBpwTIKWV
METAPPUBUIcEWV.

50 JUVETEC MAKPOOIKOVOUIKES TOAITIKEC KAl OIKOVOMIKI) KAl KOIVWVIKN
avauopewon cuufadi{ouv

H aAMAnAemidpaon peTAEU PAKPOOIKOVOMIKWY  TTOANITIKWY KAl d1apBpwTIKWV
METappUBUiIcEWY gival KpioIMN yia TRV emITUXia TNG ZTparnyikig tng AicocaBwvag. H
OECUEUCN OTN HAKPOOIKOVOMIKF) OTABEPOTNTA ATTOTEAEI aTTApaAiTnTn CUVONKN, N OTToIa
EMTPETTEI TNV TTpaygarotoinon OiapBpwTIKWV  HETAPPUBUICEWY KAl PEPVEI
aroteAéopara. AvTioToixa, Ol €TTITUXNHEVEG OIapBpwTIKEG aAAayég HE OTOXO TNV
Evioxuon Tou avraywviopou, Tnv augnon tng amoteAeopaTikOTNTAg Kal TN BeATiwon
¢ OuvauikAg yia Piwoiun avamtuén, amacxoAnon kai 1oXUpOTEPN KOIVWVIKN
guvoxn, Ba €xouv BETIKA eTTIOPACT OTO HAKPOOIKOVOMIKO TTEPIBAAAOV.

H mpooiAwon oto ZOP@wvo ZT1aBepdTnTag KI AVATTTUENG €ival IBIAITEPA ONUAVTIKH,
€10IkA 0TV TTapoUoa OIKOVOMIKN) cuykupia. Tov Mdptio Ba €xoupe TNV gukaipia va
oulnTiooupde TWG Ba alomoIfCOUNE TPAKTIKA TO 2UP@WVOo 2TaBepdTnTag KI
AvATTUgnNG WOTE N HAKPOOIKOVOMIKA TTOMITIKA) va uTtrnpetei Tov dITTd pdAo Tng
diatipnong TG OTaBepdTNTAG KAl TNG UTTOOTAPIENG TNG avamTugng. Aev TrpETel
mapdN' autd va ouyxéoupge Tn oulATnOn yia TO TWG OuvTovifoupe Eva
atmroteAeopatikd TTAaioclo, PacIOPEVO O KAVOVEG, HE AUTH yiId TO TTWG va Tou
OTEPAOOUUE TIEPIEXOHEVO OEV UTTAPXOUV EUKOAEG AUCEIS yia TIG OIapBpwrTIKEG
METAPPUBUICEIC TTOU XpEIAlovTal Ol OIKOVOMIEG HAG.

To Tmapov HAKPOOIKOVOUIKO KAipa €xel otnv Tpag¢n augnioer tov kivduvo Tng
omoB0dpouNong 1o TEdiIo TwWv dIapBpwTIkwV aAAaywv, OE pia GTIyHr TTou gival
oAoéva kal o onuavTiké va Tpo@odoToupe Pe OUVAUIOHO TIG OIKOVOUIEG Pag Kail va
eVIOXUOUME TNV EPTTIOTOCUVN OTIC ayopéG. Méoa oTnv €vOTTOINuéEvVn VOMIOHATIKA
Eupwtn, n éugacn divetal EekdBapa TTAEoV OTIG SIapOPWTIKEG KAl HAKPOOIKOVOHIKEG
METappUBUiIoEIS yia va utrooTnpixBouv uwnAoTEPOI puBMOi avdmTugng, BEcElg
gpyaciag, n eunuepia kai N kaAutepn ToloTnTa {wng. MNa TIg xwpeg 1ng Eupwlwvng,
N TPOOAAWON TOUG HECOTPOBeoUa OTO ZUUQWVO ZTaBepdTnTag ki Avarrugng,
e€apraral amd Tnv avgnon Tou duvnTiKoU puBPoU avATTTUENG TWV OIKOVOMIWV HAG -
Kal Katd guvéteia amod Tn duvardéTnTd Toug va dnpioupyoulv véeg BEoEIG epyaaiag -
HEOW TTIO EVEPYWYV TTPOCTIABEIWV OIKOVOMIKAG KAl KOIVWVIKAG HETAPPUBNICEWV.

so Anuioupyia tn¢ Eupwmrdikng oikovouiag tng yvwong

To Baoikd agiwpa Tavw oTo omoio BacioTnke n oTpartnyikf 1N AicoaBwvag nrav n
avayvwpion o611 o€ éva oAoéva kai 1o avolXTo Ki aviaywvioTiké dieBvEG TTepIBAAAoy,
N TEXVOAoyia kal To avBpwITIvo KEQAAQIO avTITTPOCWTTEUOUV TIG KIVATAPIEG DUVAUEIG
¢ avamruéns. H wpdkAnon Aoimmév eival va avamTu{ouphe TTOMITIKEG TTou
utrooTnpifouv auth Tn duvapiki kai BonBouv oto petacyxnuartiopd tng Eupwtng oe
Hia olkovopia tnG yvwong.

Tétolou gidoug TTOMITIKEG €xouv évav koivo afova aAAd kaAutrTouv €va gupu Tredio.
MoikiAouv ammé péTpa yia Tnv evlAppuvon xProng VEWV TNYWv avdamtuéng ortnv
Eupwtn, TmOAITIKEG yia Tn Onuioupyia piag Eupwtraikig TepIOXAG Yvwong,
evBAppuvon TNG EMIXEIPNUATIKOTNTAG KAl TNG dNUIOUPYIAG HIKPWV ETTIXEIPAOEWV HEXPI
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Kal JETAPPUBUIOEIS OTIC ayopEG ayabwy, £pyaciag kal KEQAAQiou TTou HE Tn oeipd
TOUG OUVTEIVOUV OTn GUYKAION TWV EupwTraikwyv OIKOVOUIWV.

H peocompdBeoun mpootTikh yia avdamtuén otnv Eupwtn Baciletal otnv avadeign
VEWV TTNYWV avdamrtuéng: tn dnuioupyia Twv ouvbnKwv €KEIVWV TTOU TTAPEXOUV OF
VEEG ETTIXEIPNOEIG KAl PIOUNXAvieg TTPOOTTIKEG avATTUéng kai T duvarértnra
dnpioupyiag BEoewv epyaciag ota emdpeva xpoédvia. Mpog autrv Tnv kareuBuvon,
TOO0 1N KaIVOTOdia 600 Kal Ol WNXAviIoHOoi yia Tnv Taxeia kal amoTeAeoHaTIKA
EQapHoynl NG TEXVOAOYIQg Kai TnG yvwong mou BonBolv TN HETATPOT TNG
KalvoToliag o€ KEPDON TTapaywyikdTnTag o€ OA0 TO EUPOG TNG OIKOVOUIag, amToTeAOUV
aTToPaOcIOTIKOUG  Trapdayovreg. [lpémel va emikevipwBoupe oOx1 pévo  otnv
EMOTNUOVIKA UTreEpoXy TNG Eupwtng, aAAd kai otnv emTuxi petadoon Ttwv
ATTOTEAEOUATWV TNG £PEUVAG OTNV Ayopd, OoTnV TTpowdnon TNG £TAIPIKAG £€PEUVAG KI
avamrugng, otnv KkaAutepn TTPOCRACH O€ ETIXEIPNUATIKA KEQAAala, aTnv evBdppuvaon
TEXVOAOYIKWV TTpWTOROUAIWV KAl TNV TTPOCTACIA TTVEUHATIKWY SIKAIWHATWV.

H emtuxg uioBETnon TEXVOAOYIWV TTANPOPOPIWV KiI ETTIKOIVWVIWV QTTOTEAEI éva
OnHavTiKé pEPOG TNG OANG mpoomdbelag. H EE wpémer va avramokpiBei orn
Odéopeuaon NG ato 2x£dio Apdong eEurope 2005 yia tnv TTapoxn Tpoéopacng o€ pia
eONVOTEPN €UPUCWVIKI UTTOOOUN ETTIKOIVWVIWV Kal Ot éva €UPOG UTTNPECIWV O€
ETTIXEIPNOEIG KAl TTOAITEG HEOW KOIVWV TTPOCTIABEIWV TOU IBIWTIKOU Kal dnpogiou
TOpEQ, dNMIOUPYWVTAG TTAPAAANAQ, HIa CUVEKTIKA KOIVWwvia OTTou Kavévag ToAiTng
O0ev Ba orepeital AOyw YEWYPAPIKWY ] €I00ONUATIKWY TTEPIOPICHWY, 0UTE AdYW
TEPIOPIOHWV TTPOCPATIUOTNTAG, TO TTEPIEXOUEVO KAl TIG EQPAPHOYES TNG KOIVWVIAG TNG
TTANpogopiag.

H 1kavotnta g Eupwtng va Tmapdyel, va Olaxéel kal va ekPeTAAAeUeTal
QATTOTEAECHATIKA TN yvwor, egaptdrar 6x1 pévo amd tn duvardtnTd TNG va KAIVOTOUEI
Kal va xpnolgoTrolei Tnv TeXVoAoyia aAAd Kal atoé Tnv IkavoTnTd TNG va dnHIoUpyEi Kal
va TpowBei avBpwtroug PE uwnAn popewon kal degloTNTEG. H Trpowbnon Tng
Eupwtraikig¢ avraywvioTikdTnTag HEow eTTeVOUCEWV OTO avBpWITIvO KEQAAaIo €ival
(wTIKNG onuaaciag yia Tnv €miteuén Tou oTdXOoU TnG OnMIoUPYiIag Miag OIKOVOMIag
Baciopévng OTN yvwaon Kal Ol CUVTOVIOUEVEG Hag TTPOCTABele¢ Ba Tpémel va
EMTAYXUVOOUV TTEPQITEPW.

O1 1kavoTnTeG KaI BeEIOTNTEG €ival KUPIOI TTAPAYOVTEG TNG CUMHETOXNAG OTNV ayopd
epyaciag, kabwg kaBopifouv TIG duvatodTnTeG £viagng, TTAPAMOVAG KI TTavEVTagng
1o epyartikd duvapikd. MN'autév Tov Adyo, o1 eeVOUCEIC OTO avBpWITTIVO KEQAAQIO,
HEOW Twv BEATIWOEWV OTO eKTTAIOEUTIKO cuoTnua, Tng diId Biou ektaideuong, TnNG
augnuévng  KIvATIKOTNTAG, Twv  IOXUpOTEPWY  OeCPWV  HeTall  OXOAtiwv,
TTQVETTIOTNHIWY KI ETMIXEIPACEWY, Yiveral Bacikfy TpolmoéBeon yia TNV EeTiTEUEN
uwnAOTEPWYV BEIKTWV avATTTUENG KI atracxoAnong.

H Eupwtn mapoucidlel éva €AAEIMUA ETTIXEIPNUATIKOTNTAG, €I0IKA OTOUG TOMEIG
EVTacng yvwaong Tng oIkOVOMiag. Ta onuavTikd TePIBWwPIa CUVEICPOPAG TWV VEWV
EMIXEIPNUATIWV KAl TWV PIKPWV ETTIXEIPACEWV OTNV amacXoAnaon, TRV avamrtuén Kai
TNV TEPIPEPEIAKN AVATITUEN, TTAPAPEVOUV AVEKPETAAAEUTa. H avaTpotr) auTthg Tng
karaotaong TepIAaPBAvel TN peEiwon Twv eutmodiwv €10600u, TN MEIWON TWwv
OIaXEIPIOTIKWY ETIBAPUVOEWY, TNV avapdpPwan TnNG VOHoBeaiag TTwyeUoEwWV, TNV
Tpowdnon NG MpdéoPaong oTo kepdAAaio, TNV avamTuén SiIkTUwv, TNV avaBdduion
TNG TToIOTNTAG TNG TEXVOAOYIAG KAl Twv OIOIKNTIKWYV IKAvoTATWY, TN BeAtiwon Twv



TTOIOTIKWYV TTAPAUETPWY EPYACIAC O HIKPEG ETTIXEIPATEIG, KABWG Kal TV evBappuvon
TNG ETTIXEIPNHATIKOTATAG HEOW TOU EKTTAIDEUTIKOU CUCTAHATOG.

H EE onpepa eival ohoéva kal mepiooo1EPOo aAAnAe§apTwpevn Kal cuvOedePévN, Kal
KABe mpooTtrdBeia TpETel va e€avTAnBEei TTpokelnévou va diacpalioTei n dpon Tuxov
EUTTOdIWV OTNV TTopEia TTPOG Mia TETOIA OAOKANPWON WATE va €MITEUXBOUV OQEAN
1600 OTnV avdmTuén 6co kai TNV Tapaywyikdétnta. Me autov Tov TpdTTo €€nyeital n
onuacia Twv dIapBPWTIKWV HETAPPUBUICEWY TTOU CUMTTANPWVOUV TNV ECWTEPIKA
ayopd pe T1n Onuioupyia ayopwv ayaBwv Kal XpNHATOTICTWTIKWY UTTNPECIWV HE
TTAVEUPWTTAiKO EUPOG. Av Kal n TTPO0dOG PEXPI OCAUEPA QaivETAl EVBAPPUVTIKI, Eival
YEVIKA atrodekTd n dtmrown OTI 0 puBPdS TTPOG aAuTh TNV KareuBuvaon £xel Tpdoeara
emIBpaduvBei. MTopoUpe va TETUXOUHE TOug OTOXOUG TnNG AlcoaBwvag poévo av
AVAVEWOOUME Tr OECHEUOH HAG HECW APECWYV KAl CUYKEKPIMEVWY OPACEWV.

O XWPOoG TWV XPNHATOTTICTWTIKWY UTINPECIWV TTAPAKHEVEI KATAKEPUATIOHEVOG, TTapd
TIG TTPOCTTABEIEG avdATTTUENG MIag eviaiag ecwTepIkiG ayopds. H AicoaBwva €B6eoe
HIa oTPATNYIKNA Yia TO AVOIYHA QUTWV TWV ayopwv Kal pag divetal pia KaAn eukaipia
va ETMIOTTEVUCOUHPE TIG €PYACieEG TPOG autriv Tnv kateuBuvon. KavovioTikég
HETappuBpioelg, TpwToPBouAieg yia BeAtiwpévn etaipiky dlakuBépvnon kabwg Kkai
EKOUYXpPOVIOPOG Tou TTAaIciou aviaywviopou 8a cupBdAouv otn dnuioupyia piag o
QTTOTEAEOUATIKNAG KI EvOTTOoINUEVNG Eupwtrng.

O1 kUplol TopEig, WG, OTOUG oTToioug XpeldleTal va eviaBouv ol TTPOCTIABEIES givail
auTtoi Twv Blognxaviwv OIKTUWYV, Kal €1dIKA TNG €VEPYEIQG KAl TWV HETAPOPWV.
AtroteAei TpokAnon yia 1o Eapivé ZuppBouAio Tou 2003, va diatnpnBei n TaxuTnTa NG
TTopeiag  €votroinong TnNg ayopdg EVEPYEIAG KAl HETAPOPWY, HECW NG
aTTEAEUBEPWONG TWV TTPOCTTABEIWV KAl VOMOBETIKWY TTPWTOROUAILV OTTWG TO
a1dnpodpopikd TTakEéro. AANG n atmreAeuBEépwon dev eTTapkei povn TNG: N HEYAAUTEPN
diacuvdeon otnv EupwTrn eUTTEPIEXEI TNV AVAYKN YIA E€TTEKTACEIS Twv BIKTUWY, Kal
OTIG UTTO €vTagn XWPEG, Kal Ol TTPOCTIABEIEG Ba TPETTel va kaTteuBuvBouv TTpog TNV
QVEUPEDN XPNUATODOTIKWY UNXAVIOUWYV, HE Xpnaoigotroinon 1600 dnuogiwv 0o Kai
IBIWTIKWV  KOVOUAiwv  (BlapBpwrTikd  Tapeia,  Tpamedik  XpnuaTodoTnon,
autoxpnuatodoToUupeva £pya)

5> EKguyxpovIouo¢ Tou EupwiraikoU Koivwvikou HovTEAou

O deuTepog TTUAWVAG TNG OTPATNYIKAG TNG AlcoaBwvag agopd ToV EKCUYXPOVIGHO
Tou EupwTraikoU koivwvikoU HovTéAou woTe va OIEUKOAUVBEI n Tropeia Tpog Tov
OTOXO TWV TEPICOOTEPWVY Kal KaAUTEpwV BEcewv epyaciag kal va €evioxuBei n
KOIVWVIKA) ouvoxr. AutO TrepIAaPPBAvEl TTONITIKEG OXETIKEG ME TN AEIToupyia Twv
ayopwv €pyaciag, TTOAITIKEG KOIVWVIKAG TTPOOTaCiag KaBwg Kal TTOAITIKEG TTou vda
avTIgeETWTTIouV TIG aAAayég OTIG OnUOYPAPIKEG OUVOAKES Kal TRV yApavon Tou
TTANBucopou. H Avoixti MéB0B0OG ZuvTOVIOHOU, ETTITPETTEI GUVTOVIOUEVEG EVEPYEIEG KA
Tp6odo ava@opikd HPE OTOXOUG TTOU €XOUV CUHQWVNBEI OTOV KOIVWVIKO TOMEQ,
avayvwpi¢ovrag TrapdAAnAa 611 o1 eigEpoug diIaPopEéG avapesa oTa KPATN UTTOPoUV
va atmoteAouv TNy ePTAOUTIOMOU Kal AaviAnong epteipiwy. O1  KOIVWVIKEG
TPoRBAEYEIG TNG aTpaTnyIkAg TNG Aicoapwvag eEaa@alifouv 611 dAol o1 TTOAITEG £xouv
HEPIDIO OTN OUVOAIKK TTPG0dO” €ival, KATA CUVETTEIQ, EICOU ONUAVTIKEG OCO N I0XUPN
olkovouIKA atrdédoaon.

To Eapivé EupwTraiké ZupBoUAio tou 2003, amorteAei pia sukaipia va amodei§oupe
atov oAiTn 611 N ‘Evwon acxoAeital evepyd yia va ammaviioel g€ KoIVWwVIKA ¢nTrApara
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TToU TOV atmacyoAouv. E&icou onuavtikn givail n diaBefaiwon 611 AapBdvovral utroyn
TOOO Ol OIKOVOUIKEG OO0 Kal Ol KOIVWVIKEG TTPOKARCEIS KAl CUVIOTAUEVES. ZNnTAHaTa
OTTWG TTEPIPEPEIAKEG aVIOOTNTEG, ONUOYPaPIKEG aAAayég, €TTiHOVEG avioOTNTEG O€
ox€an ME TO PUAO, oI au§avOUEVEG TTIECEIG ATTO TN YETAVACTEUCN KAl TNV KIVNTIKOTNTA
agiwvouv 101aitepn BEon KaTd TIG CUZNTACEIS YIA TNV KOIVWVIKA GUVOXH,.

Ta EupwTraikd 2upBouAia 1ng AicoaBwvag Kal TnG ZTokxOAuNng, €6scav @IAdédogoug
aTOXO0UG Yia Tnv augnon, pExp! 1o 2010, Twv TTocooTwy amacxoAnong otnv Evwon
oto 70%, yia dropa gpyaciakig nAikiag ouvoAikd, dvw Tou 60% yia TIG YUVAiKeS Kai
ato 50% yia epyalopévoug peyaAutepng nAikiag. H emiteuén autwv Twv oTdXWV
amaitei BEATIWOEIG 0T AEITOUpYia TWV Ayopwv ayabwyv, UTINPECIWY, KEQaAQiou ki
gEpyaciag’ emavampooavatoAiopd Twv epyaleiwv TTOAITIKAG T600 600V agopd Tn
{nTnon 600 Kal TNV TPooPopd epyaadiag, aAAd aAlAayég o€ TTOAITIOHIKA Kal KOIVWVIKA
TPOTUTTA, EIBIKA AQVAPOPIKA HUE Tr) CUPHETOXN YUVAIKWY KI NAIKIWHEVWY £pYAlOHEVWV.

Eivalr onpavtiké 10 Eapivd Eupwtraiké ZupBouUAio tou 2003, va mapdoxel cagn
wénon yia tnv avapgdépwaon TnG ayopdg £pyaciag WOTE va AQVTIMETWTTIOTEI TO
éNeippa amaox6Anong NG Eupwtng, Aut n avapéppwon Ba mpEmel va eival
TTPOCAVATOAICHEVN TTPOG TNV QUENUEVN TTPOCAPHOCTIKOTNTA, TTAQICIWHKEVN OUWG Kal
atrd pEpIYva yia Tnv ToIdTNTa Twv BECEWV £pyaciag. ZUPNPwWVA PE Ta CUPTTEpACTHATA
NG BapkeAwvng, pia tétola avapoépewon dev eivar eUKoAn kai trepiAauBdver Tn
MEIWON TwV @QOPOAOYIKWY EMIPBAPUVOEWV TwV XAUNAWV  €1000NKATWY, TNV
TTPOCAPHOYN TWV CUCTNHATWY QOPOoAoYiag Kal TTapoXwVv WOTE N epyacia va pnv
gival acupgopn kal evBdppuvon NG avalntnong Bécewv epyaciag, kabwg kal Tnv
QTTOPAKPUVON TWV QVTIKIVATPWY YIQ Tn OCUHMHETOXA YUVAIKWY OTO avBpwIrivo
OUVAHIKO Kal TWV KIVATPWV yia TTpowpn ouvtagiodoéTnon. Z1déxog pag Ba mpémel va
gival n emiteu€n HeEYaAUTEPNG TTPOCAPHOCTIKOTATAG YyIa TI AYOPEG Epyaciag,
OUVOOEUOHEVWY aTTO ATTOTEAEOHATIKEG DIKAEIDEG aT@PaAEiag KI EVEPYWV TTPOCTTABEIWY
yia eravévragn, eravekTaideuon ki avaBdbuion TTpocovIwy.

H evOuvapwon TNG KOIVWVIKAG CUVOXAG ETTITUYXAVETAI HECW TTPOCTIABEIWV HEIWONG
NG avepyiag, avgnong tng amaoxoAnong kail TG e€acedaAion Ot oI eukaipieg dev
agprvouv Tiocw €uaiodbnTeg KoIvwVIkEG opadeg. MapdA’ autd, n KOIVWVIKA Cuvoxn
atroteAei nTnUa eupuTEPNG TTOAITIKAG TTou xpeidletal va e€eTaoTtei autdévopa Me
101aiTeEpn €upacn o€ TOAITIKEG Kal TTPWTOROUAIEG yia KOIVWVIKA TrpocTacia Kai
TTPOoWwONON TNG KOIVWVIKNAG evowpdTtwong. Ta Eupwtraikd kpdrn xpeialetal va €xouv
evepyo Koivwviké Kpdrog, TTou va eVvOapKwvouv TNV KOIVWVIKA aAAnAeyyun, HEOw
OUCTNHATWY TTapoXwV TTPocavaTtoAiohévwy OTo ATopo, TTou diac@alifouv Ot ol
mopol ameuBuvovtal O auTOUG TTOU HE MeYaAUTeEpn avaAykn Kal KAtd CuvéTrela
UTTNPETOUV TOV OTOXO TNG TPOoWBNONG TNG KOIVWVIKAG ouvoxrig. O EKOUyXpPOVIOUOG
TOU OUCTAMATOG KOIVWVIKAG TrPOCTACIag €ival amapaitntog yia va TTapapével
ETTIKAIPO TO EupwITaikd KOIVWVIKO HOVTEAO.

H peidwv TpoOKANON Twv €mMOUEVWV XPOVWY gival n amoTeAeoHaTikg kai dikain
QVTIPETWTTION TWV TTPOKANCEWV TToU BETOUV 01 dpapaTikéG dnuoypa@ikéc aAhayég. O
apiBpég Twv nAikiwpévwy Ba augnBei Taxitata evw n TPooopd epyaciag Oa
MEIWBEI. Ev Oyel Tou Trapatrdvw Ba TpéTel va TpowBriocoupe uynAdTepa TTocooTd
aracyxO6Anong kal va KAVOUUE ATroPacIOTIKA BAPATA OXETIKA HE TIC OUVTAEEIS, TNV
gvioxuon tng duvartdTnNTag TWV CUCTAHATWY VA EKTTANPWOOUV TOUG KOIVWVIKOUG TOUG
aToxoug, diac@aAi¢ovrag 6Tl ol BNUOCIOVOUIKEG TTPOEKTACEIG TOUG BEV UTTOVOUEUOUV
™ BiwoipdTNTa TWV dNUOCiWV OIKOVOMIKWY. H Koivr) €kBeon yia TIG CUVTAEEIG, TRV



otroia Ba oulnticoupe Tov MdpTtio, Ba eivar éva kaAd onueio ekkivnong yia
TEPAITEPW PBRHATA OE AUTOV TOV TOUEQ.

g ArapuAaén tn¢ eunuepiag kai moiérnrag {wng yia o yéAAov

A6 Tov louvio Tou 2001, étav oto Goteborg eio0fxBn n TePIBAAAOVTIK CuvioTWOA
otn ortpatnyiki ™G AicocaBwvag, 666nke 18iaitepn €ugacn ortn cupPardéTnra
TTEPIBAAAOVTIKWYV KAl OIKOVOUIKWY TTOAITIKWY oTa TrAdicia tng Biiwoiung avamTuéng.
To Eapivé ZupBouUAio tou 2003 &idel Tn duvardtnra va opioTouv HE CAPRVEIQ Ol
Baoikoi Afoveg TNG OTPATNYIKAG TTPOCEYYIONG TTOU ATTAITEITAl YIA Hid I00PPOTTNHEVN
Biwoiun avdmrtuén kai yia va T1eBoUV  CUYKEKPIMEVOI OTOXOI O oTroiol Ba
AEITOUPYROOUV WG KIvNTPO Yia TTEPAITEPW TTPS0DO.

Mpokeipévou va emOIWEOUPE TOUG OTOXOUG aAvAPOPIKA HE Tn PBIWoINn avarmrugn,
XPEladeTal va avaBewpriOOUME TN OTPATNYIKN HAG yia TN BIWoign avamTtuén umod 10
QWG Twv aroteAecpdtwyv Tng lMaykoéopiag Zuvodou Twv Hvwpévwy EBvwv yia tn
Biwoiun Avarmrruén. Mépa amd kdmoia emreldypara (Tpoodog O KATTOIOUG TOUEIG -
KUPIWG VEPO, TTIO EVEPYO POAO TOU ETTIXEIPNHATIKOU TopEa O€ BépaTa BIwoINOTNTAG),
n 2uvodog autr dev avTamokpibnke oTig TTpoodokieg oe Wia oeipd Topéwy. MNa va unv
EYKaTaAeIPOEi TO TTVEUPa TNG «ATZEVTAg 21» KAl yIa va GUVEXIOEI va eEQOKEl NYETIKO
pbAo oTig TTOMITIKEG yia TN Biwoiun avamTuén, n EE 6a mpémer va emdiwel oBevapd
MEPIKOUG atrd Toug oTdxoug TTou Oev kaAugBnkav oto Johannesburg, o6mwe yia
Tapadelyya tn OECHEUON YA ONUAVTIKA auénon Twv TTOCOCTWV QVAVEWGCIKNG
EVEPYEIQG.

MNépa amdé tnv avaBewpnon kai TN BeEATIWoN TNG CUVOAIKAG OTPATNYIKAG HAG yId TN
Biwaiun avamruén, Ba mpEmel va emMOIWEOUNE CUYKEKPINEVEG TTpwTOROUAIEC. Mia
amd auTéG Eival n evioxuon Twv TTPOOTIaBeiwv WaTe va apBolv ta eumddia yia
xprnon TrepiBaAdovTikwyv TEXVOAoyIwv. O epiBallovTikéG TexvoAoyieg Bpiokovral
aTtov Trupnva tng ardévra tn¢ Aicoapwvag: cuuBdaArlouv otn e€EAIEN TNG Eupwtraikig
olkovopiag MHe Plopnxavieg PBaciopéveg oTtn yvwon He Ouvapikn avamrugng kai
amaoxoAnong, evw TapAaAAnAa, cupfBdaAAlouv otnv TrpooTacia Tou TePIBAAAOVTOG.
Mia akéua Tpwrtofoulia gival n CUVEXION TWV EPYACIWV WATE va dIACPAAICOUNE OTI
Ta Olapopa pEOa HETAPOPAG aviavakAouv KaAAUTEPA TA KOIVWVIKA KOOTH, HE
TPOTEPAIOTNTA Ot MPECA METAPOPAG TOU OCupPBdAouv oTnv  TTpocTacia Tou
epIBAAAovTOG.

Mpiv pepika xpovia, gueic ornv Eupwrrn opapariotAkape tn dnuioupyia piag
KOIVIG ayopdg KiI €&VOG gviaiou vopiopgarog yia OAn tnv Eupwtn kai
SeopeuTnkape ota amapairnrTa BAgara yia va 1o meTtuxoupe. MNvwpifaue ToTeE,
OTTWG YVwpioupe kal Twpa, OTI KATI TETOI0, Sev ATAV TTaPd TO Héoo, N HEBODOG
yia va TTETUXOUME AQUTO TTOU TTAVTOTE eMISIWKAME: Hia TTpoodeuTikKA Kal dikain
Eupwrrn, apkerd 1oxupn WOTe va TTapéxel BECEIC €pyaciag Ki eunuepia o€
6Aoug Toug TToAiTeg TNG. MNa va To eMITUXOUPE AQUTO OHHEPA, XPEIGeTal va
emIBERaiwooupE YE égaon Trn SECHEUCH HAG OTNV OTPATNYIKHA TToU £TMIAESapE
otn Aicoafwva kai va Tnv emidIWEOUUE HE avaveEwWHEVO O0BEVOG.
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Promoting Competitiveness, Cohesion and
Sustainable growth for Europe
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} The Lisbon Strategy - a progressive answer to an old question

The Lisbon Council of March 2000 marked a watershed in the course of the European
Union. The decisions arrived at answered the need to provide a unifying theme - a
vision and a direction- to the workings of the EU. Key to the strategy are: its
specificity - a list of specific actions; ambition - all targets are measurable and
quantified; urgency - all actions come with timetables; balance - progress has to be
made by the Member States not only in the traditional EU-competence, but across
the board. Pursuit of the Lisbon strategy was conceived as the transformation of
European societies in a progressive direction.

The key question facing the EU, then and now, is its relevance to the European
citizen. The answer Lisbon gave is the answer true progressive politics always gives:
“Because it can provide a better future”. Ensuring that this is so, and that it
remains so is that the task of the Lisbon Strategy and, more specifically, the Greek
Presidency, which will prepare the Spring Summit to be held this coming March.

Three years on, the political landscape has changed, the economic horizon is more
clouded, social cohesion is perhaps faced with more challenges. The accession of
new countries to the EU poses the question of a change in priorities. Is the Lisbon
project still relevant, or must it be relegated to the history books as the product of
a more hopeful conjuncture?

The Spring European Council of March 2003 must provide a convincing answer to this
central question.

} Meeting the challenge of a new economic and political reality

The Greek presidency - the first Presidency of the new enlarged Europe --and the
2003 Spring European Council take place in a new economic and political reality.
Weak economic growth and looming political and economic risks and uncertainties
cloud the prospects for growth and stability in Europe and the world. Globalization
and rapid technological progress have helped realize benefits from market opening
and greater economic efficiency but also uncovered problems related to increased
inequalities, persistence of poverty in many parts of the world, and difficulties in
promoting sustainable development world-wide. At the same time, the European
currency has already become one of the strongest worldwide, while European
enlargement provides new challenges and opportunities.



In this environment, it is essential to send a convincing signal that we remain
committed to achieving the goals agreed upon in 2000; to make the European
economy the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the
world, capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and
greater social cohesion. This involves important reforms aiming to deliver higher
growth rates, jobs, prosperity and an improved quality of life.

In the 2003 Spring European Council, we will have to reconfirm to citizens that the
transition to a knowledge-based economy, sustainable growth and reform of the
European social model remain valid, worthwhile and realistic goals that are being
vigorously pursued.

There is no question that since its adoption, the Lisbon strategy has served its goal
to mobilize or sustain European efforts in economic and social reform. Much has
been achieved; however, on a number of issues, achieving the stated goals has
proved elusive. This is certainly true in economic reform -- our inability to agree on
a tax package, on the Community patent, on investing more in R&D and innovation,
or on moving fast in the direction of reform in network industries such as energy and
transport are prime examples.

It is also true however in the social pillar of the Lisbon agenda. Employment rates have
not been rising fast enough, and we have been slow to tackle the difficult issues
surrounding the reform of pension and benefit systems. As a result of this delivery
gap on many fronts, the distance between the EU and the US in a number of areas --
growth, productivity, employment and investment rates amongst them -- remains
undiminished or even widened and this calls for renewed efforts.

Three years since the Lisbon agenda was adopted and a third of the way towards the
stated 2010 goal, the 2003 Spring Council gives us the opportunity to examine
whether we are on track or significantly lagging behind the ambitions set out in
2000. This calls for an examination of what has been achieved, what has not and
why, and a reaffirmation of our direction. It is not so much an issue of adding to the
Lisbon agenda; it is more one of delivering a step change in its implementation.

Reaffirming our goals becomes all the more important in light of the Union’s
enlargement process: it is in the Union’s interest that accession countries are not
left behind in Europe’s structural transformation. On no account should the
accession countries feel they are relegated to a permanent ‘fringe’ of the enlarged
EU. The Lisbon vision and the Lisbon strategy must encompass all members of the
EU. We need to focus on the methods through which the Union’s policies and goals
with respect to the Lisbon agenda will advance, so as to support the socio-economic
base on which the new enlarged Europe will be built. This involves extending the
undiluted European economic and social model to the new EU countries, integrating
them in an environment of structural reform.

} Sound macroeconomic policies and economic and social reform go hand in hand

The interaction between macroeconomic policies and structural reform is key for
the success of the Lisbon strategy. Commitment to macroeconomic stability is the
necessary condition, which allows structural change to occur and yield results.



Equally, successful structural reform in order to strengthen competition, increase
efficiency, and enhance the potential for sustainable growth, employment, and
stronger social cohesion, will have a positive impact on macroeconomic conditions.

Adherence to the Stability and Growth Pact is important, especially in the current
economic environment. We will have the opportunity in March to discuss how best to
use the SGP in practice so that macroeconomic policy can serve its double role of
maintaining stability and underpinning growth. We must not however mistake a
debate on how to fine-tune an effective rules-based framework for one on how to
render it meaningless; there are no easy shortcuts to the structural reforms that our
economies must undertake.

The current macroeconomic climate has in fact increased the risk of backsliding in
structural reform, at a time when it is all the more important to inject dynamism in
our economies and to enhance market confidence. With a unified European currency
area, the focus is now clearly on structural and microeconomic reform to help
deliver higher growth rates, jobs, prosperity and an improved quality of life. For the
EU countries in the Eurozone, their capacity to adhere to the Stability and Growth
Pact in the medium-term ultimately depends on raising the potential growth rate of
our economies -- and thereby their capacity to create jobs -- through more active
efforts in economic and social reform.

} Building the knowledge-based European economy

The central tenet on which the Lisbon strategy was built was the recognition that, in
an increasingly open and competitive international environment, technology and
human capital represent the twin engines of growth. The challenge is therefore to
develop policies that harness this potential and help transform Europe into a
knowledge-based economy.

Such policies have a common thread but run a wide spectrum. They range from
measures to encourage the new sources of growth in Europe, policies for the
creation of a European knowledge area, encouraging entrepreneurship and the
creation small firms, as well as product, labour and capital market reforms that help
integrate European economies.

Medium-term growth performance in Europe depends on tapping new sources of
growth: creating the conditions for new firms and industries to provide the growth
potential and jobs for the years to come. Innovation is key in this respect, as are
mechanisms for rapid and efficient application of technology and knowledge, which
help translate innovations to economy-wide productivity gains. We have to focus not
only on Europe’s scientific excellence but also on transforming research results into
success in the marketplace, promoting business R&D, better access to risk capital,
creation of technology spin-offs, protection of intellectual property rights.

Successful adoption of information and communications technologies represents a
significant part of that effort. The EU should keep up to its commitment in the 2005
eEurope Action Plan of providing access to an inexpensive broadband
communications infrastructure and a wide range of services to businesses and



citizens through joint efforts of the public and private sector, while at the same
time creating an inclusive society where no citizen is barred for geographic, income
or accessibility reasons from information society content and applications.

Europe’s ability to produce, diffuse and exploit knowledge effectively depends not
only on its capacity to innovate and use technology, but also to produce and sustain
highly educated and skilled people. Promoting European competitiveness through
investment in human capital is vital to our goal of moving to a knowledge-based
economy and our coordinated efforts should be accelerated further.

Skills and competences are key factors for labour market participation as they
determine possibilities for entering, remaining or returning to the labour market.
Thus, human capital investment through improvements in the educational system,
life-long learning, increased mobility, better links between schools, universities and
business becomes a fundamental requirement so as to achieve high growth and
employment rates.

Europe also has an entrepreneurial deficit, especially in the knowledge-based
sectors of the economy. The significant contribution that new entrepreneurs and
small businesses can make to employment, growth and regional development is left
unrealised. Reversing this situation involves reducing barriers to entry, reducing
administrative burden, reforming bankruptcy legislation, promoting access to
capital, fostering networks, upgrading the quality of technology and management
skills, enhancing the qualitative parameters of jobs in small firms, as well as
stimulating entrepreneurship through the educational system.

The EU is today increasingly interdependent and connected, and every effort must
be made to ensure that bottlenecks to such integration are removed so that growth
and productivity gains can be reaped. Hence the importance of structural reform
that completes the internal market by creating efficient Europe-wide product and
financial markets. While the progress made to date seems encouraging, it is
generally agreed that the pace has slowed down recently. The Lisbon objectives can
be achieved only if the commitment is renewed with direct and specific actions.

Financial services remain quite fragmented, despite the efforts towards the
development of a unified internal market. Lisbon has set a strategy for opening up
these markets and we have a good opportunity for speeding up the work in this
area. Regulatory reform, initiatives for improved corporate governance, as well as
the modernization of the competition framework will all help to create a more
efficient and unified Europe.

The sectors however where efforts need to be mainly intensified are those of
network industries, and particularly energy and transport. It is a challenge for the
2003 Spring European Council to keep the momentum towards a single market for
energy and transport, through liberalisation efforts and legislative initiatives such as
the railway package or airline slots. But liberalization by itself is not enough:
greater connectivity in Europe implies the need to expand networks, not least to the
new accession countries, and efforts should be directed towards exploring different
financing mechanisms, using both public and private funds (EU structural funds,
banking finance, public-private partnerships).



Modernising the European social model

The second pillar of the Lisbon agenda concerns modernising the European social
model in order to facilitate progress towards more and better jobs and reinforce
social cohesion. This involves policies relating to the functioning of labour markets,
social welfare policies, as well as policies that address the consequences of changing
demographics and the ageing population. The Open Method of Coordination allows
coordinated progress towards agreed social goals, while recognizing that national
differences can be a source of richness and accumulated experience. The social
provisions of the Lisbon agenda ensure that all citizens have a stake in overall
progress; they are, hence, of equal significance as strong economic performance.

The 2003 Spring European Council meeting is an opportunity to demonstrate to
citizens that the Union takes active measures to meet their concerns in the social
field. Citizens will also want reassurance that we are taking into account both
economic and social challenges. Issues such as regional imbalances, demographic
changes, persistent gender inequality, growing pressures from migration and
mobility require increasing attention in our discussions about social cohesion.

The Lisbon and Stockholm European Councils have set ambitious targets for raising,
by 2010, employment rates in the Union to close to 70% for the working age
population as a whole, to over 60% for women and to 50% for older workers.
Attaining these objectives requires improvements in functioning of goods, services,
capital and labour markets; the reorientation of policy instruments on both the
demand and supply side; as well as changes in cultural and social factors, especially
concerning female and older workers’ participation.

It is important to provide at the 2003 Spring Economic Council a clear impetus for
labour market reform in order to tackle Europe’s employment deficit. This reform
should be in the direction of increased flexibility, but coupled also with concerns
about the quality of jobs. According to the conclusions we reached in Barcelona,
such a reform is far reaching and involves reducing the tax burden on low-wage
earners, adapting tax and benefit systems to make work pay and encourage the search
for jobs, as well as removing disincentives to female labour force participation and
incentives for early retirement. Our goal should be to achieve greater adaptability
and flexibility in labour markets, coupled with an effective safety net and active
efforts for reinsertion, retraining and skills upgrading.

Reinforcing social cohesion is best achieved through efforts at reducing
unemployment, increasing employment rates and ensuring that employment
opportunities do not bypass disadvantaged population groups. Nevertheless, social
cohesion is a broader policy issue that needs to be examined on its own right with
particular emphasis on policies and incentives for social protection and promotion of
social inclusion. European states need to be active welfare states, achieving
solidarity through more individual-oriented benefit systems and ensuring that
benefits are aimed at those most in need and thereby serve the goal of promoting
social cohesion. Modernising the social protection system is an essential step in
safeguarding the continued relevance of the European social model.



A major challenge in the coming years is to efficiently and equitably tackle the
challenges posed by the dramatic demographic changes. The number of elderly
people will increase rapidly while the supply of labour will decrease. In view of this
we have to promote higher employment rates and also make decisive steps in the
area of pensions, enhancing the ability of the systems to fulfil their social
objectives, while at the same time ensuring that the fiscal implications do not
undermine the sustainability of public finances. The joint report on pensions that
we will discuss in March will be a good starting point for further reform in this area.

Safeguarding future prosperity and quality of life

Since June 2001, when we decided at the Goteborg Council to introduce an
environmental dimension in the Lisbon strategy, particular emphasis has been
placed on the importance of the integration of environmental with economic
policies in the context of sustainable development. The 2003 Spring European
Council offers an opportunity to clearly define the main axes of the comprehensive
strategic approach required for a well-balanced sustainable development and to set
specific targets that will act as incentives for further progress in this area.

In order to pursue the sustainable development agenda, we need to review our
strategy for sustainable development in the light of the outcome of the UN World
Summit on Sustainable Development. Despite some achievements (progress in some
areas - notably water, more active role of business in sustainability issues), the
Summit fell short of expectations in a number of areas. In order to keep the spirit
of Agenda 21 alive and demonstrate leadership in policies for sustainable
development, the EU should aggressively pursue some of the goals that proved
elusive in Johannesburg, for example by committing ourselves to substantially
increasing the share of renewable energy.

Aside from reviewing and improving our overall strategy for sustainable
development, there are specific initiatives we should be pursuing. One is to put
more effort into tackling obstacles to the take up of on environmental technologies.
Environmental technologies are at the core of the Lisbon agenda: they help move
the European economy towards new knowledge-based industries with growth and
employment potential, while contributing to environmental protection. Another is
to pursue work to ensure that different modes of transport better reflect social
costs, giving priority to modes of transport that are environmentally sound.

oo e e

A few years back, we in Europe set our sights on achieving a common market and a
currency for the whole of Europe and we committed ourselves to the necessary
steps to achieve it. We knew then, and we know now, that this was just the means,
the method for achieving what we have always sought: a progressive and just
Europe, strong enough to be able to provide jobs and prosperity for all its citizens.
To achieve this today, we need to reaffirm emphatically our commitment to the
agenda that we set in Lisbon and to pursue it with renewed vigour.



