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PRIME MINISTER SIMITIS: Mr. President. President Clinton. President Stephanopoulos has
made ap effort to achieve a different, a new Jevel of economic performance and operation for its
economy. Stability and development are the two trades of our economy. Social justice is the
beacon of our economic policy. Thanks to these kinds of performance, Greece is now in a position
to cope, 1 a different way, with its relations with the rest of the world.

Economc weakness, recassion, under-development are linked to depend=nce and submission. We
have realized succsssiully the challenge of our destiny to be determined by ourszlves and no one
else. We atizibute to our ind=pendence, substance and m=aning by doing away gradualiy with thes
gap that characterized Greece in relation to the remaining Europ=an Union. We forgsd onc more
ties with other counmiss, and the United States ~ the sconomic presence, the presence of the
Unirted States of America in this country has played and still plays a remendous role.

This policy in the economic field combines with a steady

efTort 10 achieve sability and peacs and cBOp:ration in the regjon. First of all, in the Europ=zan
forurn, the Europsan Union, going bsyond ethnic prejudice, securing thus the -- iinking of
ccunrtries berween themselves, so isolationalism, mover: tendencies or lack of acuon ar= not
fratures of our poiicy. So psace and stzbility and cooperatiorn in the Belizant mezns that the
accession opposition tziong to the past. This aiso mezans hat our counTy snould necome the
Droagonist to overcome poverty, misery and other dsvelopments, waizh is & prosiem i he

ncichboring counties being the causs of ethnic dispute and migrasion.
chi g disp o

The United Stares, thanks to the SECT mitiarive and thanks to the arzicipaion 1o we Smanility
Dact, steadily work in the same direction. But we also nead to make additionzi 2iforts ior polirical
stability for Torging stable borders in the area.

Peace and cooperation with Turksy means enforcement of international law and iniemational
-wreaties. The use of force, threars of war, the concept that everything could bs negoniated, all this
b=long o an era before =ven the first World War. We have underiined this and aiso the Unirad
States of America have underiined the same.

We also want to partcipate 1o modsrn world, 10 the modem internarional community, havs to use
peaceful means to support their demands. We have to go to the Internarional Court of Justice, as
friendship requires, as friendship between peoples requires. Peace and cooperation in southeastern
Mediterranean means that whenever we had war, disaster, aggression, injustices have to be



repaired, and the rule of international law should apply. Cyprus will be a source of tension for as
long s justice is not enforced, for as long as international law is not enforced. I hope that the talks
that will start will be substantive, as President Clinton said.

We do also hope that the European Union can play a role by opening new economic possibilities.
European integration is supported by the United States. In an increasingly interlinked world, our
participation to these interlinkages is a forced multiplier. It multiplies the fore= of our voice and
our presence.

The European Union 1s a commumity of values, enforeng aod abiding by these values should be
the rule for all those who want to have relations with the European Union. Greece, thanks to this
policy of peace, stability and cooperation has become 2 power of peace in the area. We cooperate
in this effort with the United States, as we have cooperated in the past, and we will kee;
cooperaring with the United States in the futmre.

This coopsration with the United States contributes to forging a more positive climats. We have
atready secured a different, new quality in the presence of Gresce internationally. Our policies
have secured a different quality, 2 new quality, as I said, to the presence of Gresce in international
forum. -

President Clinton, who will address this andience, is a leader of a great country with which we are
linked with traditional ties. But President Climton is not only & leader, he's also a friend with who
we have alrsady b=en able to discuss openty and sincersly all issues without any commitment. The
President and his family — his spouse, his danghter — we know very well. do know and admire th=
history and the beamy of owr county. They have friendly feelings for the Gresk people and for
Greece as a countty, and we raciprocals these fesiings.

The presence of Presid=nt Clinton here underlines the continuing creative reiationship we have
and which we will still promote with the United States. We have large margins of improvement —
not that we do not have good relations, we have excsllent relations, but we car still improve them.
We can multiply the common inter=sts of our people by developing new activitiss, by taking
advantage of the opporhumities. &

As an example, I will mention this: Greece and the United States of America have established a
common — of joinsd counssj for a significant degres of cooperation, which we will undsriake
action in the Balkans. So we navs opened 2 new course, & new road on 10D Of WhA! Was alrsagy
useful of course, in the past — | m=an the waditional business activizy iv the area It's a new course
thar is founded on toe acknowizdzment of the fact that knowledge, technology, partnership, op2n
borders do form and shzps the newve world. In this new world. Gresce can walk with optimism.,
supneried DY the TorSe inat zomes out of frendsnip and cocparation.

Thre President's presence hete and his coming speech will refiect this faci. This Fiendship is of
wider acceptance. It is with great pleasure that I welcome President Cliaton in Gresce. His visit
reaffirms the waditional frisndship that binds the two countries and the two peoples. But most
imporiantiy, i view to the fumure, the importan: is not the past, the importan: is the common .
pelief that we have to work togerner for universal community of psace, for global community of
peace. We have to work to smive for freedom and substantive democracy.

Thank vou. (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: President Stephanopoulos, Prime Minister Simitis, thank you for that fine
speech Mrs. Simids, Mr. Mayor, ministers of the government, members of the opposition. To all
the leaders of the church who are here, the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, distinguished citzens



of Greece, it is a grear honor for all of us to be bere. My wife and daughter, the Secretary of State,
members of the White House, two members of the United States Congress, Representarives

Kingston and Maloney.

And 1 should say that, as T did last night at the state dinner, I have in my entourage here ample
evidence of the ties between our two countries. Not only the vast array of Gresk American
business people who have made this trip either to hold my hand or make sure I made no critical
error — (laughter) — but also a group of people who have served me so well in the White House,
beginnmg with my Chief of Staff John Podesta, my speechwriter Paul Glastris who helped to
prepare these remarks today. (Applause.) Elaine Shocas and Lisa Kountoupis. Those are just four
of the many Greek Americans who have worked for me in the White House and, as I have often
said, the Greek American community has been over-represented in the Clinton administration and
America 1s better for it. (Applause.)

Early this mormng in the wind and the rain I had the privilege of visiting the Acropolis. I was
filled with 2 unique sense of awe, but also familiarity, perhaps because the setting has been
described to me so ofien and so glowingly by my Gresk American friends; perhaps because 1
studied the history of Athens and read Plato and Aristotle as a young man; perhaps because
America has been so inspired and influenced by the ancient Greeks in everything from politics and
philosophy to architectire.

For whatever reason, standing there in the rain on the Acropolis this morming, I was cven more
grateful for the desp ti=s of history, kinship and values that bind America and other freedom-
loving naticns to Greece — ties thar prove the truth of Shelly's famous iins, "Eimasts oli Ellin=s.”
We are all Grasks. (Appiause.) We are all Gresks. not becavss of monumesnts and memoriss, but
becauss what bagan here ™o and a half thousand years ago has ar iast, after all the bloody
struggles of the 20th century, been embraced all around the world.

Today, for the first time in human history, more than half the world's people live under
governments of their own choosing. Yet, democracy still remains a truly revolutionary idea.
People still fight and die for iz, from Africa to Asia to Europe. Its advance is stll the kay to
building a better global society in this most modern of ages. :

Another great civic virtue has its roots here in Athens ~ openness to the culnzal differences
among us that make life mors imreresting. In Thoucididss account of his famous funeral oration.
DPericles declares, "Wz lay Athens open 1o all and at no time evict or ke=p the sTangsr away." Two
and a half thousand years later, Greece is still open tc the world and we pra; that everywhere in
the world someday everyone will say, "We do not kesp the swanger away.” (Applanss.)

Meanwhiie. as all of vou know, Gresks have made their way into ¢very comner of ths world and
wherever they go they adapt 10 local culture vet retain immense prids ip their wacivions. their
reiigion. their Hellenic identity. No nation has te=n more biessed by this phenomenon than the
United States, with its vital and succassful Gresk American commmumnity. This is rue in ways large
and small. Last night at the State Dirmer I had th= opportunity t acknowlsdge the contibutions of
the some of the most famous Greek Americaus, those who achisved wealth and fame and powsr
and infiuencs.

But what I want to say today is thar I am even more grat=ful that Gresk Americans have emriched
every single part and every single psrson in America. As a boy growing up in 2 small town in
Arkansas, my very favorire place 1o «at with my father was the Pappas Broth=rs Cafe. And my
very best friend for 45 years was a man narped David Leopoulis who, after 45 years, sull every
single week s=nds me an emal about Greace and Greek issues to make sure I dop'i stray 100 far
from the fold. (Applanse.)
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The Prime Minister talked about the modem world in which we are living. I think it quite ironic
that in this era of global markets and modem wonders, when more than half the world's people
live m democracies for the first time in history, the world is still bedeviled by the oldest of human
evils — the fear of the other, those who are different from us.

The clearest manifestation in modern times is the ethnic and religious hatred we see rampant,
from Northern Ireland to the Middle East, to the tnbal wars in Africa, to the Balkans. How much
of our history has bezn shaped by the struggle between those who accept with self-confidence the
interestng differences among people because they are strong enough to affirm the common
humanity which is more important, and those who live their lives in constapt fear or loathing of
those who are different.

My wifz had, a few weeks ago, to the White House two brilliant men for a conversation. One of
them was the founders of the Intemet, the other is one of the most distinguished American
scholars of the study of the himan genome, the gene structure. The biologist said nothing could
have been discoverad about the structure of the gene without the computer revolution; but that all
this hugh technology had revealzd an interesting fact: that all of us, all human beings, genetically
are 99.9 percent the sarpe.

And, furthermore, that if you take different groups of people — let's take the thre= most
prominently here discussed —~ the Gresks, the Turks, the Irish ~ me — (laughter.) And if you put
100 Gr=eke, 100 Turks and 100 Irish in three different groups, the genetic diffrencss among the
individuals within 2ach group would be greater than the genetic profiie batwesn the Greeks or the
Turks or the Irish.

Isn't it interesing how many bodies have been piled up over human history bscause of that ons-
tenth of one pereent diftersnce, when we should have been embracing all along the 99.9 percent?
Whsther we 1ake maximum advantage of the unparalleled promise of the new millennium
depends m no small measwre on whether we can find a way to get beyond that one-tenth of one
percent difference to the common humznity that unites us all.

I've be=n thmking a lot about what unites Graeks and Americans. In 1821 when the Gresks rose to
reassart therr liberty, they capmured the imacination of Americans. Thomas Jefrerscn wrote to the
Greek pamiot and scholar Adamantios Korais these words: "No people sympathize mors fresiy
than ours with the sufferings of your countrymen. None offer mors sincsre and ardent prayers 10
heaven for their success.”

Of courds, we wers still 2 voung country then, preoccupied with our own 2xpsrimsnt in
democzacy. reluctant tc invoive ourselves i distant dangsrous swuggles. But thousands of
ordinary Americans way Dack in 1821 sent money and suppiics to Greece. A few actualiy saiied
here and joined the freedom fighters, men lik= the brave Beston doctor Samuel Gridisy Howe, and
a black former slave from Baltimore, Maryland, named James Williams. Ovsr a century later,
when fascism seemed ready to crush the last embers of freedom in Europs, it was Grescs which
saic "no," and handed the axis powers therr very first major defeat in battle. America joined with
Gres=ce and the Allies and, together, we won a mighty victory. '

Twice since World War 11, battles berween democracy and despotism have again besn played out
on Greek soil; each time, thank God, d=mocracy emerged victorious. I have besn thinking about
that history today again in both its painful as well as its proud aspects. When the junta took ovar
in 1967 here, the United States allowed its interests in prosecuting the Cold War to prevail over its
interests — ] should say, its obligation — to support democracy, which was, after all, the cause for
which we fought the Cold War. 1t is Important that we acknowledge that (Applause.)
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‘When we think about the history of Greece and the history of the United States, all the troubled
ups and downs just of the last 50 years, it is easy to understand why some of those people who
bave demonstrated in the last few days have dope so, and easy to understand the source of their
passion. I can be glad as an American and as a free human being that they have the fundamental
right to say their peace. If the people of every country, in the Balkans, for example, had the
institutions and habits of democracy, if they, too, could proudly express and settle their
differences peacefully and proudly and democratically, if the fundamental himan rights of all
thoses people were respected, there might not have been a war over Bosnia or Kosovo.

I've been thinking about all this becanse, of all the people in the world, surely the Greeks know
best that history matters. We cannot understand the present unless we know history. On the other
hand, we cannot move into the firure if we are paralyzed by history. -

In this era of historic swesping change. we cannot afford paralysis. That was implicit in the Prime
Minister's remarks. Surely, the Greeks demonstrate this every day as you build a bustling, modem
economy with a booming stock markect and one of the fastest growth rates in Europe, on the verge
of joinmg the EMU. If there were Olympic gold medals for economic revival, Greece would
surely get the very first one. (Applause.) .

American companies and investors are taking notice that Greece clearly is on the nght economic
path. I bslieve we can do better and so. in the presence of all these business leaders today, I would
like to make thre= modes: proposais. First. I think we spouid double trads bstwesn our two
countriss i the pext five years. Second, | ask Gresk and American business l=aders to march the
MOney our govermmeant is putting inte tae Fulbright exchange program. (Applause.) And. third, |
ask that one of these grants nonor Yannos Kranidioiis. the gifted diplomat and former Fulbrignt
Scholar. (Applauss.) He was a great citizen, a grear friend of the United States, who aied with s
son in a wagic accident while promoting peacs in the Balkars. His life and work ex=mpliry the
positive, new role Greece has begun to play in this vital region of Europe.

The whole world is begimming to se= Greece in a new light, no longer as one of Europe's poorest
narions, buz as southeast Europe's wealthiest nation — its beacon of democ<racy, a regional lsader
for suability, prosperty and freedom, helping to complete the democratic ravojution that ancient
Grezce began — our long-held dream of 2 Europe undivided, fra=, and at peacs for the first time in

history.

And the remaming challenges 1o that long-held dr=am 2rs all at play hers in this region of Zurooe.
The challenge of bringing stability, prosperity and full democracy to the Balkans, The challengs of
cT=aung a iastng peace in the Asgean, and genuine reconciiiation between Greece and Turksy.
The challenge of integrating a democratic Russia into Europe. The chaliengs of building bridg=s
betwesn and among ths worid's thre= grear faiths which come togetier in Soutneasizm Zurops —
Islam and the Eastern and West=m branches of Christianiry. To finally create that Evrore
undivided, fres and at peacs, we must nelp this region me=t five main challenges.

The first — and T would argne most urgent — is to stabiiize Kosovo and the Balkans, and build the
democratic instinuions necessary so that all of the people of Kosovo can live in safety and
fr=edom, including the Servs of Kosovo.

I know there is still much anger and anguish in Gre=ce about the course of action NATO took, and
about the leadership role of the United States in thar action. I do not expect 10 change wnat many
here believe. But I must say what I believe. 1 believe we made the right decision, because at the
end of this tumultuous century in which so much biood has been shed, at a moment when peace
and democracy have trinmphed almost everywiere else in Europe and mcreasingly throughour the



world, I do not believe we could have allowed an entire p2ople to be exiled from their homes or
extinguished from the Earth simply becanse of their ethnic heritage or how they worship God. 1
believe we had a moral and a strategic obligation to act, and that in acting we saved thousands of
lives and enabled almost a million people to go home.

In Bosnia, where the world showed more reluctance and took four years to act, Mr. Milosevic and
his allies killed a quarter of a million people, created 2.5 million refugees, and many of them still
bave not gone home.

In spite of our differences, I want to thank the Greek government for staying with 11s NATO allies
during a crisis which was far harder on you than on any other country in our alliance. I want to
thank you for getting aid to the civilians in Kosovo regardiess of their ethnic backgrounds while
the fighting raged. I want to thank you for committing resources to the reconstruction of Kosovo,
Jjust as you have contributed to the rebuilding of Bosnia and Albania.

Our work there 1s far from over. Together with the UN we must continue to build the democratic
instihrions that can provide safety and freedom to all the people of Kosovo. As we do, we can
take pride in our oops from both countries serving together in the same sector to keep the peace
holding. ™ - . e e L

Our second challenge is equally great We have to strengthen the forces of democracy in Serbia
and pave the way Ior Serbia's evenmual integration into southeastern Europs and the Europsan
commumty as a whols. Gresce can lead the revitalization of the economy and the political and
civiz life of southeastern Europe, but the work will never be complete until Serbia is a part of the
Drocess.

There is no reason this can not hanpen. The people of Serbia have a rich and neble history, a dast
love of freedom, and a rightiul placs in the 1able of European unity. It is a maeedy they are not
sitting at that table now, a tragedy that they have suffered and still suffer from fear and privation.
an even gr=ater tragedy that it might have all been so very different if not for the choicss made by
Mr. Milosevic. We may disagres about the best way 1o have responded to ths action of this now
indited war criminal. but surely we can agres that the peopis of Serbia dessrve betier than to be
suffering under the last living relic of Europ='s dictatorial past.

That is why the international community must maintain prassurs on Mr. Milesevic's regime, while
also aiding the democratic aspirations of ths Serbian people; why Americs hzs invested nearly 512
miliior since Juiy to promote a free prass, ndependent iabor unions, a pro-¢emocracy nSTWOIK of
non-governmental organizations in Serbiz, on top of the S23 miliion we have devored

hurmanitarian aid there.

It is why we suppart the Serbian democratic opposition's call for eariy. fair apd frse eleciions. and
why we support lifting entirely the fuel oil embargo and fiight ban on Serbia as soon as these frze
and fair slecrions are held.

‘The third challenge we face tog=ther in creating a stzble, prosperous and free Southeast Europe is
10 help =verv nation in the region build the instittions that make modermn democracy torive. As
the only member both of NATO and the EU in Southeastern Europe, Greece is helping to guide
this truly historic ansformation. The Gresk military is laying the foundations for peace through
its role in southeastemn Europe’s multinational peacekesping force and through NATG's
Parmership for Peace. Gresk companies are investing in the Balkans, crzaling jobs and migher
living standards, and the rest of us must follow your lead.

The Greek government is leading the transformation of the region's economy, committing §320




million for reconstruction of southeastern Europe and the rest of us must follow your Iéd if the
Stability Pact is to have true meaning. -

You are breaking down barriers to trade and transportation through the Southeastern Europe
Cooperation Imitiative and providing crucial seed capital through the Black Sea Trade and
Development Bank Thessaloniki is a city long known for its beauty and history. Now is it
becoming known as the commercial hub of the Balkans. I am pleased that next month our
government will open in Thessaloniki our office for Balkan reconstruction.

I have also asked the US-Greece Business Council 10 undertake an investment mission to the
Balkans. (Applavse.)

Fipally, I am pieased to announce that our two governments will fulfil] a dream of Prime Minister-
Simitis by giving Greek and American companies a chance to jointly apply their technical
knowledge to the region’s challenges, from cleaning up pollution on the Danube to wiring Batkan
villages for the internet.

Our fourth challenge is to build a genuine reconciliation between Greece and Turkey. I know how
much history lies behind that roubled relationship, but people in both nations are beginning to see
the possibilities of forging 2 new and better furure. The world will never forget the humanity
Grezks and Turks displayed toward one another when the tragic earthquake struck you both in
August, and then 1n Tirkey again last week.

But this is more than just seismic diplomacy. For several manths, Foreign Ministers Papandreou
and Cam have be=p holding a dialogue on wade, tourism and the environment. Prime Ministers
Simits and Ec=vit bad an important meeting just two days ago. Graek and Turkish woops in
NATO have jomed together in a southeast Europ= peacekeeping brigads. You ars serving togsther
now 1n Kosovo. Greece has taken bold steps. In many ways. thess steps have te=n karder for
Gresce than for Turkey. But both sides ars now showing the vision necessary to move forward.

I beheve it is very much in your interest 10 see Turkey become a candidate for membership in the
Ewropean Union, for that will remforce Turkish secular, democratic. mod-rmzmg path, showing
Turkey how much it has to gain by making prograss on issuss like Cyprus and the Aegean marters.
(Applause.)

It will prove to Turksy that there is a place in Zurops for 2 predeminently Mosiim counTy as long
as it respects the nigits of fts people — all its people. and advances the cause of peace. (Appiause.)
For many of thess same reasons, we in the United Stazss i nave aiso sroagiy supporied the EU's
decision to start accession talk with Cypius.

Now, [ know that many Gresks are anxious thar if Turkay de2comss 2 candidats for membershir,
the momentun 10 mproving its relationship with Gresce and actually solving thess provlems will
slow. Having just spoken with President Demirs] and Prime Minister Ecevit, 1 do not believe that
will bappen. But I can tel] you this: I will do everything in my power to encourage both countries
to continue building on the progrsss you have mads. ! am going 10 k==p working hard 1o promote
ajust and lasting settiement in Cyprus. (Applause.) | am very pleas=d that, last Sunday, the parties
in Cyprus accepted Secretary General Annan's Invitation to SIart prommtv talks, 10 prepare the
ground for meaningful negotiarions that would lead 10 4 comprehensive settisment of the Cyprus

problem.

I hope these talks will bring us a step closer to lasting peace. I will keep pressing for a settiement
that meets the fundamental interests of the parties, including real security for all Cypriots and an
end to the 1siand's division. (Applauss.)
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The status quo is unacceptable. (Applanse.) I will say bere only what I said in Turkey at every turn
~ before the Turkish National Assembly, before the business group, before earthquake survivors
and in every private meeting: I think it is very pood for the futire of the world for Turkey to be
integrated mto Europe. But Turkey cannot be fully integrated successfully into Europe without
solving its difficulties with Greece. We must put these behind us. (Applause.)

Our fifth and final challenge is to renew the old and profoundly important partnership between our
two countries and our two peoples. We should promote more tourism, more cultural exchanges.
We should continue in the United States to supply our NATO ally, Greeze, with advanced
weaponry. We should be working, together to fight global threats that know no borders, including
the scourge of terrorism. Terrorists have struck within the borders of the United States; they have
struck here claiming American and Grezk lives. The American people and the Gresk people
deserve justce and the strongest possible efforts by our governments to end this menace.  am
grateful that we are working more closely to do just that.

Let me say to you that as | have traveled this region first in Turkey and now here in Greece, it is
impossible for me, as it would be for amyone, not to feel the weight of history on the decisions all
of you face today. We are hurhan” We'can never wholly forget the injustices done to us, nor can
we ever escape reminders of the mistakes we, ourselves, have made.

But it is possible to be shaped by history. without being & prisoner to it. That, too, is a Greek idsa.
t was wise Demosthenss wio said, "It is necessary to think of the furure to 2nable us to s=t our
ways straight.” “

Eariter tnis we=k m Istambui. Hillary, Chelsea and I had th= honor of visiting the Zcum=nizal
Pamiarch, My heart is still moved by that experience and by the beauriful gift that His Al}-
Holiness, Pamarch Vartholomeos presented 1o me, 2 magnificent piece of parchment on which is
written in Byzantine Greek lettering one of my favorite Bible passages, the first verse of the
eleventh chapter of Hebrew: "Faith 1is the substance of things hoped for, the evidencs of things
unsesn.” (Applauss.)

Elsewhners in the Bible 15 the marvelous verse, "Where thers is no vision the p2opie perish.”
Vision is to have faith and to imagine the things vou hope for, and thar faith is a real thing, unsesn
but real and tangible, mors important than all the accumuiared anxietiss and wounds and worriss
and nurrs, for it allows us to be human by going forward sverv day anc iooiing ioward a new
tomorrow. With faith and sober realism, we can imagine a wonderiul furture for Greece, for
Southeastern Europ=. for this whole part of the world, on= in which Gresk and Turkish businsss
people work together, from the Balkans to Cenmal Asia. One in which Bosnians work across
etnnic linss for a commor economic and political furure. Ons in which new democracies. from
Slovenia to Komania to Bulgarz and, ves, to Serbia. meet the standards for entry iato NATC and
the Europ=an Union. One in which there is a Europe where everyons understands thar beine opsn
and generous 10 thosz who are differsnt does not diminisn one's own identity, but =2nnpancss it. A
Europe where everyone practices an ancient Gresk trait still aiive in Greece today — "filoxentia” —
(applause) — one in which children can be raised to be proud of their heritage and proud of their
faith without fearing or hatred — hating those who are different.

Soon. the world will have an opportimiry to look at Greece. and many to coms to Gresce to
participate in filoxenia, when they ses Athens throw open the gates of the city to the Olympics in
2004. (Applause.) By then, I want all the warid to ses what we know today. Gresce is a force for
freedom, democracy, stability, growth, the dignity of the individual — assuming, yet, again, the
ancient role of the Greeks — 10 inspire a more humane world.




e e e b

-

Two thousand four isn't that far away, and we have a lot of work to do. But 1 have faith that we
can do it. Thank youn very much. (Applause.)

END 3:57PM. (L)



