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SHAME
THEM!

MANAMA: Journalists who 
spread messages of hate should 
be publicly shamed, according 
to an international expert.

The media should have freedom, but must 
only tell the truth and give both sides of the 
story, stressed former Canadian prime min
ister Jean Chrétien.

“I think media that spread hatred should be 
denounced and shamed publicly,” he told the GDN.

By BASMA MOHAMMED

Mr Chrétien w as speaking on the sidelines  
o f  a Press conference at the conclusion  o f  the 
31 st annual plenary m eeting at the Ritz-Carlton  
Bahrain, Hotel and Spa yesterday.

T he three-day event, organ ised  by the  
InterAction C ouncil, w as held under the patron
age o f  H is R oyal H ighness Prince Salm an bin 
Ham ad A1 K halifa, C rown Prince, Deputy  
Suprem e Com m ander and First Deputy Premier. 

Mr Chrétien, w ho is also the cou n cil’s co-chair
man, said Bahrain is playing a 
key role in efforts to create a 
nuclear-free M iddle East.

“T he progress is s low  but 
it is p ossib le and w e  could  
have no-nuclear zones in many 
regions including the M iddle 
E ast, South  A m erica  and 
A frica,” Mr Chrétien said.

T he m eeting review ed  the 
present state o f  the world, the 
w ater-energy-food nexus, reli
g ious d ivide and nuclear non
proliferation, he said.

It concluded with 44  rec
om m endations on each them e, 
w hich  w ill be distributed to  
world leaders and policy-m ak
ers. Som e o f  the recom m en
dations include encouraging  
governm ents to  seek  m ultilat
eral and sustained co-opera
tion, ceasing  construction and 
expansion o f  new  settlem ents 
in Palestin ian  territories and 
East Jerusalem by Israel, urg
ing Iran to fu lly  im plem ent its 
Safeguards A greem ent and its 
other obligations.

Full report -  Page 6

Election boycott 
call condemned

MANAMA: Bahrain w ill not 
tolerate attempts by anyone to 
derail forthcom ing parliamen
tary elections by fom enting  
v io len ce or spreading chaos, 
a top governm ent m inister  
warned last night.

Such incitem ent, rem inis
cent o f  the February 2011  
unrest, w ill be m et with the 
force o f  law , Justice, Islam ic 
A ffa irs and E ndow m ents  
M inister Shaikh Khalid bin 
A li AI K halifa said.

He made the remarks fo llow 
ing a recent statement by Al 
Wefaq National Islamic Society  
secretary-general Shaikh Ali

Salman during an event at a 
Samaheej m osque in which he 
openly announced a demonstra
tion with the aim o f  crippling 
the elections, which are sched
uled to be held next year

H e said political pluralism  
and sustained developm ent can 
only be achieved through fair 
com petition rather than insti
gation to v io lence and adop
tion o f  terrorism and intim i
dation tactics that were used 
during the 2011 by-elections.

“There is no p lace for any
one w hose main target is to 
obstruct the nation-build ing  
p rocess.”

■ Young dancers perform at a show at the Cultural Hall near Bahrain National Museum yesterday. 
A total of 270 dancers from the Ballare School o f Performing Art showcased their skills in ballet 

and contemporary dance to hip-hop. More pictures -  Page 14. Picture: JAYACHANDRAN

Health alert to block virus
MANAMA: Health authorities were yesterday urged 

! to take immediate pre-emptive measures to avert a 
potential outbreak of Sars-like coronavirus in Bahrain. 
“Forty-three per cent of the coronavirus-related death 
cases in the world have been reported in neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia,” Foreign Affairs, Defence and National 
Security Committee member and MP Sawsan Taqawi 
said. She called on the Health Ministry to outline 
detailed contingency plans to contain potential out
break in Bahrain and allay people's fears. She urged 
the ministry to set up health checkpoints at different 
entry points to avert any coronavirus infections among 
travellers arriv ing in Bahrain

Full report -  Page 2

Budget stalemate warning
MANAMA: A Shura Council member yesterday 
warned about the fallout of continuing stale
mate over the 2013-2014 budget on the nation
al economy. "Development 
projects risk being crippled 
for lack of funds if the 
tug-of-war between the 
government and parliament 
continues,” Hala Ramzi 
Fayiz Quris said. She urged 
the government and parlia
ment to be flexible for the 
law on the budget to be 
passed. She paid tribute to 
His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa bin

Salman Al Khalifa and His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and 
First Deputy Premier, for allocating anti-infla
tion allowances.

Al Asala pulls out of NUA
M A N A M A : Al Asala Islamic Society y esterday 
announced that it has withdrawn from the National 
Unity Assembly (NUA). It blamed "differences 
in stances which contrav ene national interests" 
However, it will continue to take part in National 
Dialogue sessions.
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■ The C row n P rince rece ives de legates ¿ ittending the c o u n c il session

MANAMA: I lit· role of 
MTiirilN in prom ot
ing development and 
aehieYmg progress 
and prosperity was 
stressed yesterday.

Ills Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad 
\l Khalila. Crown Prince,
I )eptily Supreme ( 'ommander 
and l ust Deputy Premier, 
emphasised the need to chan
nel resources to benefit peo
ples and achieve sustained 
development

tie was speaking a s  he 
leeeived participants in the 
annual plenary meeting ol the 
Inlet Action f mined.

Deputy Premier Shaikh 
Mohammed hin Mubarak \l  Khalila and 
< it ('  secretary general I )i Abdullatil \l 
/ayam  altenderl the meeting at the Rit/- 
( ailton. Balaam lloU'l and Spa.

I he t n m n  Prince described demt'cracy 
as an ongoing process rather than a linal 
arris al lenninal, stressing the dire need 
lor societies to embrace 
all cultures and open up 
to dillerent trends.

He welcomed lire 
meeting. w Inch, he said, 
atlirrns Hahram's resolve to continue the 
reform process led by His Majesty King 
I lamad \v ith the aim of promoting v glide 
civil and constitutional institutions and 
enforce lire rule ol the law.

lie said that foreign media report's 
had failed in reflecting the true reality 
m Bahrain " I Ins dries not mean that vve 
have achieved all vve have aspired," he 
said, adding, however, that Bahrain has 
accomplished tangible political reforms 
and landmark development

I he Crown Prince 
paid tribute to the 
high-level personalities 
attending the meeting, 
hailing their accumu

lated wealth of ¡knowledge and success 
stories despite the challenges ilicy faced 
while m power

I le stressed the crucial impact ol issues 
leaiurine on the anemia of (he meeting

"I hc so-eallcd Arah Spnng revcaled 
the need to mcct peuple s ambitions 
in ail countrics through sustained cco 
nonne development ami u idc lancine 
reldrms." lie sauf

Ile saul thaï it vvoilld be sonie lune 
hefore wc eould assess whether the 
countrics vvhicli are going thrvuigh 
momenium liave succeedcd In aeluev- 
ing dieu peuples' ambitions.

I le diseussed vv iih the formel lieads oi 
siales ami premiers curreni régional and 
international dev elopmcnts

Ile slressed Balnain’s keen 
ness un inamtammg régional slabil- 
nv and sieermg lhe Middle I isi away 
l'rom eonllicls.

■ Global security issues in 
focus -  Page 4
■ Banquet pictures C
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Dignitaries attend the opening ceremony.

InterAction Council gets rolling in Bahrain
Roberto Carrillo

p  roberto@dt.bh

Pfo ceremony of
^  the InterAction Council 
yesterday at the Ritz Carlton in 
Seef saw the participation of 
several former world leaders 
who are expected to discuss the 
regions most pertinent issues 
in the coming days.

The 31st Annual Plenary 
Meeting of the InterAction 
Council being held in Bahrain 
for the first time is being 
organised under the Patronage 
of Crown Prince, Deputy 
Supreme Commander and 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
HRH Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa.

The council is an organisa
tion of former world leaders 
who gather to discuss current 
world issues in order to 
provide solutions based on 
their past experiences as 
decision makers.

The welcome message on 
the occasion was delivered by 
Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Mubarak Al 
Khalifa who was deputised by 
the Crown Prince to attend the 
opening ceremony.

He was followed by former

'Wig
Mr. Chretien

Dr. Franz Vranitzky.
The keynote delivered by Dr. 

Majali has set the tone of the 
discussions which will be on for 
the next few days. One of the 
issues he highlighted in his 
keynote is the importance of 
pushing for nuclear non-prolif
eration and eventual disarma
ment of nuclear powered and 
armed countries.

“This region is very unique. 
It includes four countries that 
aspire to be part of the club of 
nuclear-armed nations. It has 
one of the richest and also one 
of the poorest countries in the

Dr. Majali
world. In the Middle East, the 
situation is critical. We must all 
lobby for a nuclear free region 
or otherwise, we will have a 
nightmare one our hands,” said 
the former Jordanian president.

“In the past few years, events 
that have occured throughout 
the region have been come to 
be known as the Arab Spring -  
but in my belief it is a spring 
that has not fully blossomed 
yet,” Dr. Majali said.

“It may have started as an

Mr. Vranitzky
internal affair, but soon after, and Bahrain has been a para-
international powers have 
rushed in to protect their own 
private interests and later they 
turned it into a more 
complicated situation.”

He added that what coun
tries can learn from this is that 
autocratic, one-party leader
ships can no longer an accepted 
form of government.

He highlighted that the 
Gulf region has been always 
known as a region of peace

mount of ongoing reform, 
effectively transforming
itself into a constitutional 
monarchy in the last ten 
years.

“However, owing to its 
strategic geographical
location, it has been subject
ed to the political whims of 
the regional powers. What is 
clear, however, is that region
al powers interfering in 
internal affairs of other 
nations is no longer a valid 
way to gain hegemony,” Dr. 
Majali added.

Shaikh Mohammed 
Canadian Prime Minister and 
InterAction Council co-chair 
Jean Chretien who gave the 
attendees an introduction on 
the organisation. The keynote 
was then delivered by Former 
Jordanian Prime Minister and 
InterAction Council Member 
Dr. Abdel Salam Majali who 
highlighted some of the issues 
of the Middle East and its root 
causes.

The opening ceremony then 
ended with several words of 
appreciation from former 
Austrian Chancellor and 
InterAction Council Co-Chair

mailto:roberto@dt.bh


Global security 
issues in focus

Wt HR H  the  C row n  P rin ce  rece ives d e le g a te s  ta k in g  p a r tI leputy l'*n irik't. is joiîttly 
J u t te d  In formel ( anadian 
Prime Minister Jean ( j» clic»

"Deputy Prune Minister Shaikh 
Mohammed hm Mubarak AI 
k había yesterday

!’ π;η. ¡p.m¡:· will tackle

ηικ  k 'a r non-pm ~

hui very soon ¡menial¡e>nal 
players joined Che bandwagon 
io ensure 'that liieir interests in 
ihis \ iiai world region vs ere. not

" I'lic essential lessons that 
all countries can draw from 
llte events o f the last two years 
iv that autocracy as a mode of 
governance can no longer be 
acceptable to the public

" Arabs sect» to favour func
tioning monarchies rather than 
despotic, one-party autocracies.

"However, a system o f an 
all ••encompassing multiparty 

nan democracy has to prevail and

Dr Matait delivered the key
note speech, entitled I pii.-iugs 
in the \rah World: lhe Kealitv
I ley " i ul th e  I a ilu t e of I*« »lilies

and Policies, where he said 
peace has prevailed in the Gulf 
region tor decades

“Hahratn has been a vanguard 
of the reform movement in the 
region. Outetiy, yet effectively, 
it has been transforming itself 
into a constitutional monarchy 
over the last 10 years.” he said, 

"Owing, to its geographical 
location, it has also been sub
jected to political winds blow
ing across the region."

Ilte participating experts 
include International Atomic 
l-.nergy Agency director-gen
eral Yiikiya Atmuto. Saudi 
Arabia's Supreme I cononuc 
Council secretary -general 
Dt Mattd AJ Moneel. Global 
Strategy forum chairman I ord 
Michael I othian and religious 
scholar and best-selling author
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in  th e  co n fe re n ce . R ig h t, the  C row n  P rince  a n d  S ha ikh  M o h am m ed  rece ive  p a r tic ip a n ts

Dr Rc/a Asian
Inter Action Council see re- 

¡ary-general Hannas Yxuorthy 
earlier said their mandate was 
to look at some o f the most 
pressing regional issues as they 
affect the global community 
and make recommendations 
to current world leaders and 
policy makers on how the inter
national community can best 
respond.

in addition to the roundtable 
deliberations, participants will 
also visit some cultural land
marks.

The council holds its meet
ings in a different country 
even, year and last met in the 
Middle I as! in May 2009 in 
Saudi .Arabia.

■  The C row n  P rince  rece ives  a  de le g a te

j or H vears, the council 
has been at the forefront ot 
many prominent issues, most 
notably the 1997 drafting o! 
the 1 mi versa I Declaration of

Human Kesponsmdiucv :· 
2010 Hiroshima Dedarat . 
and the 7012 report. H 
Global Wutci « tisis

■  At the session are. horn left. Dr Majaii, M i Chretien. She

Regional powers urged to 
give up nuclear ambitions
ΚΙ (.IO N  VI. [Mmct's have been u rged  to give tip 
then nm leat aniliitiuits, according to a leading 
expert

In te rn a tio n a l ( nn ipaign  tu VlMiiish N uclear 
W eapons cn -eh a lrx 'o m a a  O r Rebecca lohnson 
■'.Met Ira n . P ak is tan , Ind ia  an d  t o a d  should  lake 
steps to engage in a process to cllittim uc nuclear
w ta p o n s

“ Mini will v'itsstre b  an will not fee! Ilirvutem-d 
and  find it- ow n m u le a r  w eapons’ am b itio n s  loo 
expensive and  loo b o thersom e to p u rs u e / ' she loht 
the ii/I.V  on th e  sidelines o f I lie A Gl plenary  ses 
sion of the In te r Xeiom ( ouneil yesterday .

■‘(.Micslioiis a rc  asked  all the tim e as to w hat

b a n  w ould do vs ί r It its nueleai pi <>gr;mitin;. they 
sax flies a re  developing  nueleai ene ras ho fosoe 
ful pu rp o ses  luit th e  w orld  rem ain > in doolif.'

She said  tin  prob lem  i '  tha t b a n " ' nuvU-u pro 
g ra n t m e is Hot open to outstde inspection

“ They have th e ir ow n re y n la lo is  and own 
o p e ra to rs  and  llieie is no independen· hods to 
m o n ito r th e ir p rog  ram m e. I hat is where the 
prohlem  is." she said.

X|s dohiison said other m iio  inelode de'chm 
ing n u clear w eapons, " ! he use of h i m  h .u  w eapons 
will he fa r m ore d an g e ro u s th an  d th ere  was an 
acciden t al a u n cle ar p lan t, so (her« shoo ht he 
p ro p e r gu idelines.'' she added .

http://www.ROYALCARIBBEAN-ARABIA.com


■ His Royal H ighness P rince Salm an bin Ham ad A l Kha lifa , C row n Prince, D eputy S uprem e C om m ander and  F irs t D eputy Prem ier, h o s te d  a d in n e r last 
n ig h t in  ho n ou r o f  the p a rtic ip a n ts  o f the 31st In te rA c tion  C ounc il A nnua l P lenary M eeting. D eputy  P rem ier Shaikh M oham m ed b in  M ubarak A l K ha lifa  
a tte n d e d  the even t he ld  a t S akh ir Palace. The C row n P rince in te ra c te d  w ith  his guests, w h ich  inc lu d e d  fo rm e r heads o f s ta tes  a nd  governm ents.

Royal Fam ily m em bers, m in is te rs  an d  lead ing  figu res in Bahra in  soc ie ty  w ere also p resent.



■ A dinner in honour o f former Malaysian prime minister Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi was held yesterday a t the Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel, Residence and  
Spa. The event was hosted by Malaysian Ambassador Dato Ahm ad Shahizan Abd Samad. M r Badawi is in Bahrain to take part in the InterAction Council’s 31st 

annual plenary meeting. Above, M r Badawi, third from right, and M r Abd Samad, second from right, with guests. Transparency vow -  Page 24

Publicly shame 
hatem ongers

JOURNALISTS who spread 
messages of hate should be 
publicly shamed, according 
to an international expert.

T he m edia should be allow ed  
to  work with freedom , but must 
on ly tell the truth and g iv e  
both sides o f  the story, stressed  
form er C anadian  Prim e  
M inister Jean Chrétien. “I think 
m edia that spread hatred should  
be denounced and sham ed pub
lic ly ,” he told the GDN.

“I b elieve the Press should  
have freedom  but need to tell 
the truth and be fair and g ive  
both sides o f  the story as they 
are advocates for people.”

Mr Chrétien w as speaking  
on the sidelines o f  a  Press co n 
ference to conclude the 31st 
annual plenary m eeting held at 
the Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain Hotel 
and Spa yesterday.

T he three-day event, organ
ised by the InterAction Council, 
w as held under the patron
age o f  H is R oyal H ighness  
Prince Salm an bin Hamad A1 
K halifa, Crown Prince, Deputy  
Suprem e C om m ander and First 
Deputy Premier.

Mr Chrétien, w ho is also the 
council co-chairm an, said the 
m eeting review ed the present 
state o f  the world, the water- 
en ergy-food  nexus, re lig ious  
divide and nuclear non-prolif
eration.

It concluded with 44 recom
m endations on each them e, 
w hich will be distributed to 
world leaders and policy makers.

Som e o f  the recomm endations 
include encouraging govern
ments to seek multilateral and 
sustained co-operation, ceasing  
construction o f  new  settlem ents 
in Palestinian territories and 
East Jerusalem by Israel, urg
ing Iran to  fully im plem ent its 
Safeguards A greem ent and its 
other obligations.

O thers include enhancing  
public education cam paigns to 
raise aw areness about water 
scarcity and need for conserva
tion, develop ing p olic ies and

By BASMA MOHAMMED

creating incentives to  encour
age private sector interest.

A dditionally, the council sug
gested  future m eetings am ong  
countries in the M iddle East to 
create a nuclear-free zone.

“T his issue is very important 
as the goal for us is  to  have a 
world without nuclear w eap
ons,” said Mr Chrétien.

“T he progress is s lo w  but 
possib le and cou ld  have no 
nuclear zon es in many regions 
includ ing the M id d le East, 
South A m erica and A frica.”

M eanw hile, form er Cypriot 
president G eorge V a ssilio u  
said nuclear pow er w ou ld  
alw ays create tension.

“ One country would want to  
feel secure and gain such power, 
but then others will also want it 
and it w ill go  on,” he said.

Security
“ C ountries such as N orth  

K orea need to not fee l afraid, 
but so lv in g  such issue  takes 
tim e and is done gradually.”

Around 20  form er heads o f  
states, leading academ ics and 
policy makers took  part in the 
event, including International 
A tom ic Energy A gency direc
tor-general Y ukiya  A m ano, 
S aud i A rabia  S up rem e  
E con om ic C ouncil secretary- 
general Dr M ajid A1 M oneef, 
Global Strategy Forum chair
man Lord M ichael Lothian and 
religious scholar and best-se ll
ing author Dr Reza Aslan.

The council m eets in a d if
ferent country every year and 
last cam e to the M iddle East 
in M ay 2 0 0 9 , in Saudi Arabia.

For 31 years, the council 
has been at the forefront o f  
many prominent issues, m ost 
notably the 1997 drafting o f  
the U niversal D eclaration o f  
Hum an R espon sib ilitie s, the 
2 0 1 0  H iroshim a D eclaration  
and the 2 012  report, T he Global 
W ater Crisis.

basma@gdn. com. bh

■  BICI member 
to attend probe
A SENIOR member o f  
the Bahrain Independent 
Commission o f  Inquiry (BICI) is 
due to give evidence during the 
latest session o f  a British parlia
mentary inquiry into the UK's 
relations with Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain. Former U N  special 
rapporteur on human rights 
Sir Nigel Rodley will speak to 
senior MPs during Tuesday's 
event, at Portcullis House in 
Westminster, London 
Opposition activist Maryam Al 
Khawaja, the Denmark-based 
spokeswoman for the now- 
defunct Bahrain Centre for 
Human Rights, will also give  
evidence along with Amnesty 
International Middle East and 
North Africa director Phil 
Luthor and UK Human Rights 
Watch director David Mepham. 
Several prominent British fig
ures who have lived and worked 
in the G ulf previously submitted 
extensive written testimonials 
as evidence to the House of 
Commons inquiry. They include 
former ambassadors, retired 
military figures, businessmen, 
existing and former residents 
and human rights activists. 
Several senior British MPs last 
month travelled to Saudi Arabia 
and Bahrain to meet prominent 
expatriates and opposition fig
ures as part o f  the inquiry.
The delegation, from the House 
o f Commons Foreign Affairs 
Select Committee, flew  into 
Manama as part o f attempts to 
gather the facts on the ground.
It included former Liberals 
Democrats leader Sir Menzies 
Campbell, Labour party MPs 
Ann Clwyd and Mike Gapes 
and Conservative MPs Sir John 
Stanley and Rory Stewart.

■  Blaze put out
FIREM EN were called to put 
out a blaze at a restau ran t in 
M uharraq  yesterday. Smoke 
filled the first floor of the 
Lahore R estaurant at around 
11.52am after the blaze report
edly started due to a short cir
cuit in its a ir conditioning sys
tem. No customers were in the 
building at the time and Civil 
Defence teams were able to 
prevent fire from spreading to 
the restau ran t’s ground floor. 
An employee at the restaurant 
told the GDN the fire was con
tained to the a ir conditioning 
unit. “W e are  still in business 
and no one was injured,” said 
the employee, who wished to 
remain unanimous.

■  Ties discussed
MINISTER o f Stale for Foreign 
Affairs Ghanim Al Buainain 
yesterday received non-resident 
Australian Ambassador Neil 
Hawkins and discussed bilaieral 
co-opcration. Embassy adviser 
Jay Rodger attended.

■  Society chief guest
TH E chief guest at the induc
tion ceremony of the newly 
elected executive committee of 
the Syro M alabar Society Dr 
Babu R am achandran works as 
a physician for the American 
Mission Hospital and not 
the Shifa Al Jazeera Medical 
Centre as incorrectly reported 
in F riday’s GDN.

■  Water supply cut
WATER supply will be cut o ff  
today from 7pm until midnight 
to residential blocks 901, 903, 
905, 907, 909, 911, 913, 914, 
915, 916, 917, 918. 919. 921, 
923, 925, 927, 929, 931, 933, 
934, 935, 937, 939 and 941 for 
routine maintenance work at 
East Riffa substation.
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