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MANAMA: who
pread messages of hate should
e publicly shamed, according

S
@ i S
o an international expert.

The media should have freedom, but must
only tell the truth and give both sides of the
story, stressed former Canadian prime min-
ister Jean Chrétien

“I think media that spread hatred should be
denounced and shamed publicly,” he told the GLN

Journalists

THEM!

By BHA MOMAMMED

Mr Chrétien was speaking on the sidelines
of a Press conference at the conclusion of the
31st annual plenary meeting at the Ritz-Carlton
Bahrain, Hotel and Spa yesterday

The three-day event, organised by the
InterAction Council, was held under the patron-
age of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First Deputy Premier

Mr Chrétien, who is also the council’s co-chair-

Election boycott

call condemned

MANAMA: Bahrain will not
tolerate attempts by anyone to
derail forthcoming parliamen-
tary elections by fomenting
violence or spreading chaos,

a lop governmenl minister
warned last might
Such incitement, reminis-

cent of the February 2011
unrest, will be met with the
force of law, Justice, Islamic
Affairs and Endowments
Minister Shaikh Khalid bin
Al Al Khalifa said

He made the remarks follow-
mg a recent statement by Al
Wefaq National Islamic Society
secretary-general Shaikh Al

Salman dunng an event al a
Samahee) mosque in which he
openly announced a demonstra-
tion with the aim of crippling
the elections, which are sched-
uled to be held next year

He said political pluralism
and sustained development can
only be achieved through fair
competition rather than insti-
gation to violence and adop-
tion of terrorism and intimi-
dation tactics that were used
during the 201 | by-elections

“There 1s no place for any-
one whose main target is to
obstruct the nation-building
process

man, said Bahrain 1s playing a
key role in efforts to create a
nuclear-free Middle East

“The progress 1s slow but
it 1s possible and we could
have no-nuclear zones in many
regions including the Middle
East, South America and
Afnica,” Mr Chrétien said

The meeting reviewed the
present state of the world, the
water-energy-food nexus. reli-
gious divide and nuclear non-
proliferation, he said

It concluded with 44 rec-
ommendations on each theme,
which will be distributed to
world leaders and policy-mak-
ers Some of the recommen-
dations include encouraging
governments to seek multilat-
eral and sustained co-opera-
tion. ceasing construction and
expansion of new settlements
in Palestimian ternitories and
East Jerusalem by Israel, urg-
ing Iran to fully implement its
Safeguards Agreement and its
other obligations

Full report - Page 6
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B Young dancers perform at a show at the Cultural Hall near Bahrain Nallonal Museum yesterday.
A total of 270 dancers from the Ballare School of Performing Art showcased their skills in ballet
and contemporary dance to hip-hop. More pictures - Page 14 Picture: JAYACHANDRAN

Health alert

MANAMA: Health authorities were vesterday urged
to take immediate pre-emplive measures to avert a
potential oulbreak of Sars-like coronavirus in Bahrain
“Forty-three per cent of the coronavirus-relaled death
cases in the world have been reported in neighbouring
Saudi Arabia,” Foreign Affairs, Defence and National
Security Committee member and MP Sawsan Taqawi
said She called on the Health Minisiny (o outline
detailed conlingency plans lo contain potential oul-
break in Bahrain and allay people’s fears She urged
the minisiny to se! up health checkpoinis at dilferent
entry points [0 avert any coronavirus infeclions among
travellers arriving in Bahrain

Full report - Page 2

Budget stalemate warning

MANAMA: A Shura Council member yesterday
warned about the fallout of continuing stale-
mate over the 2013-2014 budget on the nation-
al economy. “Development

to block virus

Salman Al Khalifa and His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and
First Deputy Premier, for allocating anti-infla-
tion allowances.

Al Asala pulls out of NUA

MANAMA: Al Asala Islamic Society vesterday
announced that 1t has withdrawn from Lhe National
Unity Assembly (NUA) 1t blamed “differences

in stances which contravene national interests™
However. it will continue 1o take part in National
Dialogue sessions

projects risk being crippled

for lack of funds if the
tug-of-war between the
governmeni and parliament
continues,” Hala Ramzi
Fayiz Quris said. She urged
the government and parlia-
ment to be flexible for the

law on the budget to be |
passed. She paid tribute to
His Royal Highness Prime ‘
Minister Prince Khalifa bin
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MANAMA: The role of
security in promot-
ing developnrent and
achieving  progress
and
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Dignitaries attend the opening ceremony.

i q
J Roberto Carrillo
= 1oberto@dt bh

ceremony of
the InterAction Council
yesterday at the Ritz Carlton in
Seef saw the participation of
several former world leaders
who are expected to discuss the
regions most pertinent issues
in the coming days.

The 31st Annual Plenary
Meeting of the InterAction
Council being held in Bahrain
for the first time is being
organised under the Patronage
of Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and
First Deputy Prime Minister
HRH Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa

The council is an organisa-
tion of former world leaders
who gather to discuss current
world issues in order to
provide solutions based on
| their past experiences as
decision makers.

The welcome message on
the occasion was delivered by
Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh
Mohammed bin Mubarak Al
Khalifa who was deputised by
the Crown Prince to attend the
opening ceremony.

He was followed by former

Shaikh Mohammed

Canadian Prime Minister and
InterAction Council co-chair
Jean Chretien who gave the
attendees an introduction on
the organisation. The keynote
was then delivered by Former
Jordanian Prime Minister and
InterAction Council Member
Dr. Abdel Salam Majali who
highlighted some of the issues
of the Middle East and its root
causes

The opening ceremony then
ended with several words of
appreciation from former
Austrian  Chancellor and
InterAction Council Co-Chair

o

Mr. Chretien

Dr. Franz Vranitzky.

The keynote delivered by Dr.
Majali has set the tone of the
discussions which will be on for
the next few days. One of the
issues he highlighted in his
keynote is the importance of
pushing for nuclear non-prolif-
eration and eventual disarma-
ment of nuclear powered and
armed countries.

“This region is very unique.
It includes four countries that
aspire to be part of the club of
nuclear-armed nations. It has
one of the richest and also one
of the poorest countries in the

Dr. Majali

world. In the Middle East, the
situation is critical. We must all
lobby for a nuclear free region
or otherwise, we will have a
nightmare one our hands,” said
the former Jordanian president

“In the past few years, events
that have occured throughout
the region have been come to
be known as the Arab Spring -
but in my belief it is a spring
that has not fully blossomed
yet,” Dr. Majali said.

“It may have started as an

| InterAction Council gets rolling in Bahrain

Mr. Vranitzky

internal affair, but soon after,
international powers have
rushed in to protect their own
private interests and later they
turned it into a more
complicated situation”

He added that what coun-
tries can learn from this is that
autocratic, one-party leader-
ships can no longer an accepted
form of government

He highlighted that the
Gulf region has been always
known as a region of peace

and Bahrain has been a para-
mount of ongoing reform,
effectively transforming
itself into a constitutional
monarchy in the last ten
years.

“However, owing to its
strategic geographical
location, it has been subject-
ed to the political whims of
the regional powers. What is
clear, however, is that region-
al powers interfering in
internal affairs of other
nations is no longer a valid
way to gain hegemony,” Dr.
Majali added.
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Global security
issues in focus

' and Pol he I Dr Reza \slan
| the G e\ n
) . A
I J n :
|
ult « ovement i the okl s "
! K Alon, Chnctly, yet ellecthinve [Wesaing regional s the
i . . w0 has been ansforming iselt alteer the bal communiny |
! ' w Lt twe i e e constitutional momarchy W make  recommendation '
. 10 wl e curtent world leade
| X (EXX [ geograp 1 hicy mat ner
wat o by R t
| wind it
\ th Y] In ad
k " o " The M aperts delibernons, it ’ i
3 Ik ! . i PIOTL Sl D € a o n M The Crown Prince receives a delegate i
. \ . ik r
1 \ o, N 1 |
: : S
i I ( Te ‘" N g n
1 ) | (RIERN A Mg Gilobal  Middle o \M noY wiahly the » \ ¢
¥ . ! il Neat Forws <h, n bord o Sade Avabaa the L 1 "
\ ol R Michael Lothian and re
[ nd L ‘“\‘ AIIIII\HY S = o ¥

Regional powers urged to
give up nuclear ambitions
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B His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Premier, hosted a dinner last

night in honour of the participants of the 31st InterAction Council Annual Plenary Meeting. Deputy Premier Shatkh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalila

attended the event held at Sakhir Palace. The Crown Prince interacted with his guests, which included former heads of states and governments.
Royal Family members, ministers and leading figures in Bahrain society were also present.




B A dinner in honour of former Malaysian prime minister Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi was held yesterday at the Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel, Residence and
Spa. The event was hosted by Malaysian Ambassador Dato Ahmad Shahizan Abd Samad. Mr Badawi is in Bahrain to take part in the InterAction Council's 31st

annual plenary ing. Above, Mr B

/ Publicly shame

i, third from right, and Mr Abd Samad, second from right, with guests. Transparency vow - Page 24
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JOURNALISTS who spread
messages of hate should be
publicly shamed, according
to an international expert.

The media should be allowed
to work with freedom, but must
only tell the truth and give
both sides of the story, stressed
former Canadian  Prime
Minister Jean Chrétien I think
media that spread hatred should
be denounced and shamed pub-
licly,” he told the GDN

“l1 believe the Press should
have freedom but need to tell
the truth and be fair and give
both sides of the story as they
are advocates for people "

Mr Chrétien was speaking
on the sidelines of a Press con-
ference to conclude the 3Ist
annual plenary meeting held at
the Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain Hotel
and Spa yesterday

The three-day event, organ-
ised by the InterAction Council,
was held under the patron-
age of His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First
Deputy Premier

Mr Chrétien, who 1s also the
council co-chairman, said the
meeting reviewed the present
state of the world, the water-
energy-food nexus, religious
divide and nuclear non-prohif-
eration

It concluded with 44 recom-
mendations on each theme,
which will be distributed to
world leaders and policy makers

Some of the recommendations
include encouraging govern-
ments to seek multilateral and
sustained co-operation, ceasing
construction of new settlements
in Palestinian territories and
East Jerusalem by Israel, urg-
ing Iran to fully implement its
Safeguards Agreement and its
other obligations

Others include enhancing
public education campaigns to
raise awareness about water
scarcity and need for conserva-
tion, developing policies and

[ By Baswa MowammeD |

I BICI member
to attend probe

A SENIOR member of

the Bahrain Independent
Commission of Inquiry (BICI) is
due to give evidence during the
latest session of a British parlia-
mentary inquiry into the UK's
relations with Saudi Arabia and
Bahrain Former UN special
rapporteur on human nghts

Sir Nigel Rodley will speak to
senior MPs during Tuesday's
event, at Portcullis House in
Westminster, London
Opposition activist Maryam Al
Khawaja. the Denmark-based
spokeswoman for the now-
defunct Bahrain Centre for
Human Rights. will also give
evidence along with Amnesty
International Middle East and
North Africa director Phil
Luthor and UK Human Rights
Watch director David Mepham
Several prominent British fig-
ures who have lived and worked
in the Gulf previously submitted
extensive written testimonials
as evidence to the House of
Commons inquiry They include
former ambassadors. retired
military figures, businessmen,
existing and former residents
and human rights activists
Several senior Brtish MPs last
month travelled 10 Saudi Arabia
and Bahrain to meet prominent
expatniates and opposition fig-
ures as part of the inquiry

The delegation, from the House
of Commons Foreign Affairs
Select Committee, flew into
Manama as part of attempts to
gather the facts on the ground
[t included former Liberals
Democrats leader Sir Menzies
Campbell, Labour party MPs

creating incentives to encour-
age private sector interest

Additionally, the council sug-
gested future meetings among
countries in the Middle East to
create a nuclear-free zone

“This issue is very important
as the goal for us 1s to have a
world without nuclear weap-
ons,” said Mr Chreétien

“The progress is slow but
possible and could have no
nuclear zones 1n many regions
including the Middle East,
South America and Africa”

Meanwhile, former Cypriot
president George Vassiliou
said nuclear power would
always create tension

“One country would want to
feel secure and gain such power,
but then others will also want it
and 1t will go on,” he said

Security

“Countries such as North
Korea need to not feel afraid,
but solving such issue takes
time and is done gradually ™

Around 20 former heads of
states, leading academics and
policy makers took part in the
event, including International
Atomic Energy Agency direc-
tor-general Yukiya Amano,
Saudi Arabia Supreme
Economic Council secretary-
general Dr Majid Al Moneef,
Global Strategy Forum chair-
man Lord Michael Lothian and
religious scholar and best-sell-
ing author Dr Reza Aslan

The council meets in a dif-
ferent country every year and
last came to the Middle East
in May 2009, in Saudi Arabia

For 31 years, the council
has been at the forefront of
many p(ommcnl i1ssues, most
notably the 1997 drafting of
the Universal Declaration of
Human Responsibilities, the
2010 Hiroshima Declaration
and the 2012 report, The Global
Water Crisis

basmaiwgdn.com.bh

Ann Clwyd and Mike Gapes
and Conservative MPs Sir John
Stanley and Rory Stewan

M Blaze put out

FIREMEN were called to put
out a blaze at a restaurant in
Muharraq yesterday. Smake
filled the first floar of the
Lahare Restaurant at around
11.52am after the blaze repari-
edly started due to a short cir-
cuit in its air conditioning sys-
tem. No customers were in the
building at the time and Civil
Defence teams were able to
prevent fire fram spreading to
the restaurant's ground floar.
An employee at the restaurani
told the GGDN the fire was con-
tained ta the air conditioning
unit. “We are still in business
and no one was injured,” said
the employee, who wished 10
remain unanimaous.

M Ties discussed
MINISTLR of Statc lor Forvign
Allairs Ghanim Al Buainain
yesterday received non-resident
Australian Ambassador Neil
Hawkins and discussed bilalcral
co-operalion. Embassy adviser
Jay Rodger attended

I Society chief guest

THE chief guest at the induc-
tion ceremony of the newly
elected executive committee of
the Syra Malabar Society Dr
Babu Ramachandran works as
a physician far the American
Mission Haspital and not

the Shifa Al Jazeera Medical
Centre as incarrectly reported
in Friday’s GDN.

Il Water supply cut

WATER supply will be cut off
today from 7pm until midnight
10 residenuial blocks 901, 903
905, 907, 909. 911, 913, 914,
915,916,917, 918. 919, 921,
923, 925, 927, 929, 931, 933
934,935, 937, 939 and 941 for
routine maintenance work at
East Riffa substation
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