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On this page Mario Modiano profiles the members of the new Greek Cabinet 
and John Grassland discusses the outlook for Greece's threatened environment. 

These are the members 
of the first Socialist 

Cabinet in Greek history 
Andreas Papandreou 

• 

Andreas Papandreou, the 
Greek Prime Minister, re
vealed in a recent interview 
that the idea that one day he 
would rule Greece entered 
hi* head at the age of 20 
while he was being roughed 
up by security men of the 
Metaxas dictatorship for 
handing out Trotskyite litera
ture. 

Today, at the age of 62, he 
as shed that precocious 
evolutionism but he remains 

an inveterate non-conformist. 
In his 17-year uphih struggle 
for power, he displayed a 
perseverance and a resilience 
that is rare in Greek politics. 

It was his father, George 
Papandreou, who, on becom
ing Premier in 1963, induced 
him to go into politics. In 
doing so, he gave up a 
brilliant career as a professor 
of economics in the United 
fitstes, where he had fled 
after that incident with the 
•et tint ν police. 

-Kit vision of democracy, 
after 20 years in American 
universities, was far removed 
from the rigid models that 
that right wing had imposed 
on Greece for decades. The 
clash was inevitable. 

It came first in 1965 when 
the King eased his father out 
of power; and again in 1967 
when the prospect that he 
and his father would win the 
election prompted a junta of 
colonels to impose a dictator
ship lasting seven years. 

Returning to Greece from 
exile after the fall of the 
junta, he set up his radical 
Panhellenic Socialist Move
ment (Pasok), which made 
socialism respectable in 
Greece. Between 1974 and 

1977 he doubled his following 
and by 1981 he had doubled it 
again, riding to power in last 
October's election with 48 
per cent of the votes. 

Affable and soft-spoken in 
private, he has the gift of 
galvanizing crowds with an 
articulate oratory that he 
evidently inherited from his 
father. He likes to keep his 
options open but rarely loses 
sight of the goal. His am
bition is to develop a model 
of orthodox socialism that is 
fairer than the capitalism of 
the West and free from the 
dogma of the East. 

Married. One daughter and 
three sons, of whom the 
eldest, George, is now an MP. 

V annis I laralambopoulos 

Bom in the south of 
Greece in 1919, he graduated 
from the Army Officers' 
Cadet School in 1939. He saw 

Îction in the Albanian front 
nd later, when Greece was 

overrun by enemy forces, in 
the Middle East. 

After the war he obtained 
an engineering degree on a 
scholarship in England at 
Woolwich Polytechnic. In 
1953 he taught at the cadet 
school. 

He had reached the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel in 1961 
when he decided to go into 
politics under the banner of 
Papandreou's father. He was 
elected Centre Union 
deputy from his native 
Messinia, in south Greece, in 
1963 and 1964. 

After the downfall of the 
dictatorship in 1974, he 
joined Pasok and was re
elected in every election 
since. Earlier this year, he 
was leader of the Greek 
Socialist contingent in the 
European Parliament. 

Married, he has one son 
and a daughter. 

Apostolo* Lazaris 

An ex-army officer turned 
politician, Yannis Haralambo-
poulos, the new foreign 
minister, is one of Premier 
Papandreou's most trusted 
men. Tall and handsome at 
62, his carriage is still 
military and is emphasized by 
an impressive cavalry mous
tache. His bearing, however, 
betrays none of the ordeals 
he experienced at the time of 
the dictatorship. 

Arrested, jailed and ban
ished several times after the 
1967 coup for his role in the 
anti-regime resistance in 1972 
he assumed the leadership in 
Greece of Andreas Papan
dreou's Panhellenic Liber
ation Movement . After the 
Eolytechnic uprising in 1973 

e was rounded up together 
with his son and both were 
subjected to savage tortures 
at the infamous Special 
Interrogation Section of the 
Military police. 

the Bank of Greece. Dis
missed from his post by the 
junta, he went abroad and 
between 1968 and 1975 was 
employed by the United 
Nations as an adviser on 
economic planning and devel
opment. 

Back in Greece after the 
fall of the junta, he retrieved 
his post as Professor of 
Economic Analysis at the 
Graduate School of Industrial 
Studies in Piraeus. At the 
same time he was helping Mr 
Papendreou as the party's 
chief economic expert. 

As Minister of Coordi
nation, he is No 2 in the 
Government hierarchy and 
acts as Prime Minister in Mr 
Papandreou's absence 
gentle but unsmiling man, 
and an articulate speaker, he 
is widely respected by fellow 
economists, even those who 
question his socialist ideas 
about the active participation 
<if the people in planning 
decisions and a self-sustained 
national economy. 

Born on the island of 
Lefkae in 1921, he was 
elected deputy on the party's 
state list. Married. His 
daughter is studying econ
omics in Canada. 

Coetaa Simitis 

Environment 

Can the glory 
that was 

Greece be restored? 

Melina Mercouri 

Professor Apostolos Lazaris 
was perhaps the natural 
choice for the post of 
Minister of Coordination, 
which carries full responsi
bility for the Government's 
overall economic policy. 
Before the election he was 
the coordinator of the party's 
brains trust which elaborated 
Pasok's impressive pro
gramme. 

A Manchester-trained 
economist, he first met 
Andreas Papandreou in 1959 
when they were both work
ing as economic expert 
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WOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRY 
HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS 

Costas Simitis believes that 
as Minister of Agriculture in 
the new Socialist Govern
ment, his mission is twofold: 
to bring about major 
structural reforms including 
the creation of new, volun 
tary farmers cooperatives 
(SMCLN) and to prepare the 
long-term programme for 
agriculture which, he says, 
"unfortunately does not exist 
today". 

One of the most challen
ging aspects of his work will 
be to defend the Greek 
farmer from eventually detri
mental EEC rules, until 
Greece decides whether to 
stay in or leave the Com
munity. 

A professor of commercial 
and comparative law in 
Germany (Giessen) and 
Athens (Panteios), he was a 
member of the team that 
elaborated the party's origi
nal platform. He was for long 
regarded as Pasok's 
theoretician. 

Born in Athens in 1936, he 
studied law and econom 
Marburg in Germany and at 
the London School of Eco no 
mics. He first met 
Papandreou in 1965* the year 
he set up a progressive group 
to study Greek political 
problems. 

During the dictatorship he 
was active in the Democratic 
Defence, an anti-regime re
sistance organization. In 1969 
he managed to evade arrest 
and flee abroad, but his wife 
was tailed instead. He is a 
founding member of Pasok 
and a member of its central 
committee, but did not stand 
for Parliament in the last 
elections. 

He is married, with two 
teenage daughters. 

It would not be fair to 
describe Melina Mercouri, 
the new Minister of Culture, 
only as the most glamorous 
member of the Papandreou 
cabinet. A renowned film star 
with an international repu
tation but also a hard-work
ing politician who has at 
heart the problems of her 
destitute Piraeus constilo 
ency, the setting of her most 
successful film Never on 
Sunday. 

Born into a family of 
Athenian politicians in 1925, 
she graduated from the 
National Theatre's drama 
school and made a spectacu
lar career as an actress on 
the stage and the screen. 

During the dictatorship 

from 1967 to 1974 she became 
an ardent anti-Junta activist 
abroad and was successful in 
arousing international opi
nion against the Greek 
regime. 

Returning home after the 
restoration of democracy, 
she joined Andreas Papand
reou's Pasok Party but failed 
in her first bid to get elected 
to Parliament in 1974. She 
was elected in 1977 and 
became the party's expert on 
cultural issues. 

Tall, blonde and beautiful, 
she has a captivating, ebu-
lient personality and a great 
drive for work. She is 
married to Jules Dassin who 
directed most of her films 

plot to assassinate the dic
tator George Papadopoulos in 
1568. 

Captured, he was tortured 
to confess and later court-
martialled. He received a 10-
year sentence of which he 
served five. An amnesty set 
him free in 1973. One year 
later the dictatorship 
collapsed. 

Yiotas, a lawyer, was a 
founding member of Pasok. 
He was elected to Parliament 
three times since 1974 for the 
Attica constituency, il< 
well-liked in Parliament be
cause of his methodical work 
focusing mainly on labour 
problems. 

This experience is likely to 
be useful as he will have to 
solve the intractable problem 
of how to secure full employ
ment for Greek seamen in 
the face of sfiff competition 
Irom low t o n Asian crews. 

— - ι * * · * * 

Antonis Tritsis 
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At 41, Statin , the 
Minister of Merchant 
Marine, is the youngest 
munster of the Papandreou 
Government, but his 
ground as a political activist 
dates back to 1962 when he 
was president of the power
ful Law Students Union. 

He became active in the 
political youth movement of 
the Centre Union, which 
played a key mie In the 

MU political 
ments <>l tlic
it was after the 1%7 military 
COUD that Yiotas Im the 
headlines: he was involved 
with the late Alexander I 
Panagoulis in the abortive ' key indu 

Greece gets its first socialist 
budget in 1982 and the 
delicate task of balancing it 
belongs to Manolis Drettakis, 
the new Minister of Finance. 

Having studied economics 
at the Graduate School of 
Commercial Studies m 
Athens and obtained his 
doctorate in econometry at 
the London School of ι 
omics, Drettakis seems emi
nently qualified lor the job. 

While in London he wor
ked for six years in the 
Greek service of the BBC. 
Some of it, significantly, 
while Greece was under 

Kuluarv rule. In 1970 he 
ecame lecturer in econom

etry at Leeds University. 
He returned to Greece 

after the fall of the dictator 
ship and since 1974 he has 
tnlit the chair of econometry 
in his alma mater, the School 
of Commercial Studies. 

Silver-haired, with gold-
rimmed spectacles and a 
Î intruding black goatee a la 

rotsky, he was born in 
llerakleton, Crete, in 1934. 

a respected economist 
who has been extremely 
active in Parliament since tus 
election as a Pasok deputy in 
1977. He was the oppo 
rapporteur on the 1978 bud
get. 

His top priority now will be 
to catch the tax evaders who 
according to the party's 
platform, depi, 

•n in unpaid 
ι he money to 
index linked, 

reduce taxes, and nationalize 

What will eventually make or 
break Antonis Tritsis, the 
energetic new Minister of the 
Environment, Town Planning 
and Housing is the "cloud", 
that yellowish-brown cloud 
of smog that shrouds Athens 
on windless days, making the 
life of its three million 
inhabitants miserable. He 
says: "We will take drastic 
at non soon." 

A town-planner who gradu
ated from the Athens Poly
technic and obtained his 
doctrate at Illinois Univer
sity, Tritsis is one of Pasok's 
founding members. He was 
largely responsible for draft
ing the section on the 
environment and town-plan
ning in the party's pro
gramme. 

Born on the island of 
Cephalonta in 1936, he was a 
first rate athlete and Greek 
decathlon champion. During 
the dictatorship he joined 
Andreas Papandreou's clan
destine resistance organiza
tion PAK, and after 1974, he 
joined the party. 

He is professor of planning 
at the post-graduate institute 
of regional development in 
the Panteios Graduate 
School, and, after experienc
ing one failure in the 1977 
elections, he became deputy 
for his native Cephalonia this 
year. 

Politicians as a breed are 
peculiarly prone to seiet m e 
memories, if not amnesia. 
Party manifestos change 
complexion and content at 
the whiff of a change in the 
political wind. There is every 
chance, however, that the 
new Greek Government is 
preparing to act on a very 
important clutch of promises 
it made to the electorate. If it 
falters it has its own party 
banner there to remind κ 
the green of growth, of life, 
and the symbolic young 
family with its face turned to 
the rising sun. 

Last week Mr Papandreou 
outlined his Government's 
policy on conserving the 
environment, an issue which 
although already legislated 
on, has so far seen little 
action. He said that their goal 
would be ecological and 
demographic reconstruction 
of the regions, involving a 
long term strategy to re 
"the catastrophic course" 
that had led to a waste of 
natural resources. Immediate 
steps would be taken to 
combat pollution, and first 
and foremost "the ι loud", as 
the Athenians describe the 
cloak of smog which regu
larly envelops then ell 
has provided Greece with its 
single most emotive issue to 
catch the International ion 
science, the steady erosion of 
the Parthenon by diluted 
sulphuric acid, the notorious 
"black rain", by which 
Athenians get back interest, 
on the IS0.000 tons oi 
sulphur dioxide they pout 
into the atmosphere each 
year. 

Greek Philotuno (love of 
honour) has persuaded the 
Government to withdraw 
gracefully from the embar
rassment of the Uni 
Acropolis appeal and to 
underwrite tne rest of the 
renovation itself litamum 
metal supports have been 

ι ted in the Krechtheum 
and in the porch of the 
Caryatids, the mould tor the 
replacement statuary of whi» Ν 
was provided by the Britr.h 
Museum. The museum 

or George Don 
tas, Direi tor ol Antiqo lies oi 
the Acropolis, resinous «a 
fibre casts taken from 
moulds made by Lord Ι ι 
of a group of figuri 
tin· west pediment whi» h 
have since deteriorated <• 
ly. 

While attention 
twsed on, and available fund« 
have been c h a n n e l l e d n u n , 
the fighi lor the Acropolis, 
another site, as important I 
its period as the Parthenon is 
for fifth century Athens, ha·, 
languished, important us to 
ration work uncompleted. It 

tie group of churches in 
Thessaloniki, which possess 
the funsi collection of early 
Byzantine motet« ι outside 
KariyeCamii, in Istanbul. The 
churches were grievously 
damaged in the 1978 earth
quake, including the Ro
tunda, the largest surviving 
circular Roman buildii 
after the Painlieon. [rotti 
cally, the staircase, whir h 
had been built into the 
thickness of the wall to 
enable visitoi s to κ«'ΐ a »I 
look at glittering tesselation, 
portraying saints, peacocks 
and temi > weakened 

the structure. Architects ere 
strengthening the brick bar
rel with iron hoe 
and adding bra 
Aghi the other m 
casualty, where, again, visi
tili s could »limb up to e 
Sallery running round the | 

ome, which showed an 
ension scene of fine 

quali 
• rtunately, lack of 

led hands in the tri< ι 
aspei.ι·. ot mos.iu restoral 
and shortage of mo 
likely to postpone the day 
when the mosaics are Si 
again. 

Mtuuki Etairia, the Greek 
National Trust, is playing an 
important part in stimulating 
an awareness of environmen
tal issues, particularly among 
the young, and has cooper
ated with the National Tour-

Board in its plan to 
restore five villages, each 
with a wealth of traditional 
irehitecture, and parts of 
which have been converted , 
into hospice accommodati· 

Another initiative is to 
sponsor young architi·· 
like Alexander and Haris 
Kailigas, who have won a 
I uropa Nostra award for 
their work at the lovely 
Byzantine port of M» 
sia (from which the 
Malmsey wine was exported). 
The society would also tiki 
be able to sponsor reel 
ration ou a bigger scale no 
less than the old town of 
Rethymnon in Crete. With its 
minarets and town beach it 
offers a challenge, parti 
larly as decay is still not 
beyond redemption. 

But many Greeks now see 
whole of their 
country, with or with 
ancient ruins, as inately 
valuable sites. In a statuir« 
to The Times, Melina M 
couri, the new Minister of 
ι nlture said: "We do not 
separate culture from every
day life. Culture is the ν 
we live; whether 
shake hands or talk to each 
other. It is the way we 
protect the air we Ireatne, or 
destroy that air." 

The "cloud", of course, 
makes the minister's point 
perfectly, but lor a ι 
so closely linked with the 

logy of 
the Mediterranean is a ι 
til ulerly <• totive is tut 
algae which made the Aegi 
to "wine-dark" in Horn 
day are under attack from 
widely-dispersed pulluli 

Tourists complain 
prices in fi.sh tavernas. Yet if 
they go to a village wh 
not yet lost 
dependence on the sea 
have in mind the delight 
village of Makrygaleos on the 

ι ι oast of Crete 
they cannot fail to get t 
point. We saw a caique crew's 
reward for a whole night's 

mall baskets of 
diminutive fish and two small 
dog sharks. 

The Government has a" 
plan, part of the "blue plan" 
tor cleaning up the Mediter
ranean, which will estahV. 
marine park 
fishing is prohibited and tl 
sea bed lished wiih . 
fish and plant us m 
of gene banks, Ami pollution ~ 
laws may be expected to be 
applied much more rigor-


