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OVERSEAS NEWS/LAW

Bad-tempered summit

dims dream of
a federated Europe

3 The European
summit  gath-
ered in Milan in
a particularly
bad mood from
the outset. A
] number of the

e Prime Ministers
had been irritated by receivin
the Franco-German “Dra
Treaty on European Union”
only an hour or so before setting
out for the meeting, leaving no
proper time to study it.

Several of them were then
publicly scathing about it for
failing to live up to its high
sounding title and for diverting
attention from the main item
on the agenda: improving
decison-making procedures.
Mrs Thatcher was said to have
been particularly angry with
Chancellor Helmut Kohl for
putting his name to a text she
believed largely stolen from a
British one.

The bad temper spilled into
other areas. France wanted to
organize a special meeting for
research ministers to discuss its
Eureka initiative for technologi-
cal co-operation. The Benelux
countries then appeared to
hijack the idea by proposing
that the meeting be held in
Brussels under the European
Commission's aegis.

President Mittertand repor-
tedly then rounded on M
Jacques Delors, once his trusted
Finance Minister and now
President of the Commission,
The two men indulged in an

From Ian Murray, Milan

undignified slanging match
during which M Delors threat-
ened to withdraw Commission
roposals on technology.

ventually calm was restored
and it was agreed France could
hold the meeting some time
before Bastille Day and invite
any countries in Europe, includ-
ing those outside the EEC, who
wanted to join,

The summit was also rich in
rival texts, with Herr Hans-
Dietrich Genscher, the West
German Foreign Minster, cre-
dited with having dictated the
basis of the final compromise
from his bathroom on Saturday
morning. This included both
Britain's ideas for a gentleman’s
agreement and the proposal to
hold a conference.

It was clear that there were
some uncomfortable rivalries
and between the ltalian and
West German foreign ministers
and their respective prime
minister. Signor Bettino Craxi,
has refused to put his name to a
letter drafted by his Foreign
Minister, Signor Giulio An-
dreotti, summoning everyone to
the meeting. He had then been
forced to outdo Signor Andreot-
ti's vociferous support for
European Union by forcing
through a decision to hold the
conference, despite the fact that
as chirman he should have
beeen trying to find a compro-
mise.

The Benelux countries had a
practical reason for supporting
the conference idea. In their

view it will be im o
a%ree the 300 new regulations
which the Commission says are
needed to open up a true
common market unless there
are treaty changes which intro-
duce _coqnpulm

majority in certain
are convinced that every coun-
try might be tempted to block
some of the essential measures
unless the veto right is re-
moved.,

They argue, too, that as Mrs
Thatcher will never agree to any
such change at a summit there
must be a better chance of
negotiations a change at a
conference.

Their optimism seems ill-
founded. Britain apart, the
Government  in nmark,
where at least a third of the
population would vote tomor-
row to leave the Community,
knows it could never persuade
its Parliament to give the

essential ratification to any
change.
And Mr Andreas Papandreou,

the Greek Prime Minister, is
showing no signs of wanting to
see any change.

Signor Craxi shares the
widespread Italian enthusiasm
for the political union of

Europe. He believes that ending
the veto right will move the
Communi% positively .in that
direction. But his handling of
the Milan summit could well
have made his federal dream
that much more remote.
Leading article, page 13

Reform sought of Rome treaty

From Our Own Correspondent, Milan

The calling of an inter-gover-
nent conference, essentially to
igree changes to two articles of
he Treaty of Rome, is the main
yoint of the conclusions drawn
sy the ltalian presidency at the
Milan summit.

The two articles are 57 and
100. As the treaty now stands,
any agreements under these
articles have to be unanimous.
The first deals with the rights of
EEC citizens to set up credit or
panking businesses or to work
in the medical or pharmaceuti-
cal professions anywhere in the
Community. The second re-
quires upanimity on any EEC
faws which “directly affect the
pstablishment or functioning of
the Common Market”.

Dozens of Commission pro-
posals are blocked by one or
more members states using the
veto vights given them by these
two articles.

Extracts from the President’s
conclusions (which were not in
all cases approved by the
summit as a whole):

Institutional affairs

The European Council [the
summit] confirmed the need to
imporve the operation of the
Community in order to give
concrete form to the objectives
it has set itself, in particular as
regards the completion of the
inernal market by 1992 and
measures to promote a techno-
gical Europe. The summit noted
that the President of the
Council would submit pro-
posals for the improvement of
the Council's decision-making
procedure - the excercise of the
Commission's administrative
powers and the Parliament's
powers, with a view to their
carly adoption.

The summit discussed in
detail the convening of a
conference to work out the
following with a view to
achieving concrete progress on
European Union: a treaty on a
common foreign and security
gohcy on the basis of the

ranco-German  and  United
Kingdom drafts; amendments
of the EEC Treaty.

The president noted that the
required majority . .. had been
obtained for the convening of
such a conference.

A People’s Europe

The summit thanked the
Committee on People's Europe
for its inmitial report and
approved the proposals it
contained concerning citizens’
rights, culture, youth, education
and sport. The summit in-
structed the Commission and
the member states, acting
within their respective powers,
to take, the necessary imple-
menting measures, and in-
structed the Council of Minis-
ters 1o report to it at is
December meeting

Thousands march

for union

About ten thousand people
brought by special train and
bus from other countries held a
rally in the streets of Milan in
support of a European union.
There were even small detach-
ments from Austria and Nor-
way, larger in number than the
five who gathered under a tiny
Union Jack tied below the big
green and white “E" banner of
the union movement.

Economic and social

The Council of Ministers for
Economic and Financial Affairs
was invited to consider the
extent 1o which the convergence
which bhad already been
achieved between the member
state in the field of inflation and
imbalances made it possible to
intensify the battle against
unemployment. On a more

neral level, the summit
invited the Commission to
submit to the meeting 1n
December a detailed report on
inadequacies of growth and
employment in the European
economy compared with that of
major competitors.

Internal market

It instructed the Council of
Ministers to initiate a precise
programme of action, based on
the White Paper and the
conditions on the basis of which
customs union had been
brought about. with a view to

achieving completely and effec-
tively the conditions for a singc
market ip the Community by
1992 at the latest, in accordance
with stages fixed in relation to
previously determined pri-
orities and a binding timetable.
Progress should be both gradual
and visible

New technology

The summit noted that a
collective effort to master new
technology was a condition for
maintaining European competi-
tiveness, It therefore decided 1o
give the Community a new
technological dimension. [t
approved and endorsed the
Commission report on the
strengthening of technological
co-operation in Europe. It gave
its support to the French Eureka
project for creating a techno-
logical Europe and 4o the
Commission’s constructive
proposals in the same direction.

Japanese trade

The summit endorsed the
request made by the Council of
Ministers that Japan should
undertake 1o increase signifi-
cantly and continuously its
imports of manufactured prod-
ucts and processed agricultural
products. It also emphasized the
importance of liberalizing Japa-
nese financial markets and
internationalizing the yen, It
asked the Commission to put all
these concerns to the Prime
Minister of Japan during his
forthcoming visit to Europe.

Famine in Africa

T'he summit, aware of the
critical  situation confrontin
those African countries affect
by drought, noted with satisfac-
tion that the objectives of the
Dublin plan [of December
1984] had been achicved and
that 1.2 million tonnes o
cereals or their equivalent had
finally been mobilized by the
Community and the member
states 1o meet emergency
requirements, It also welcomed
the fact that two-thirds of that
aid had already reached the
recipients or was en route.

It felt, however, that new
food aid requirements could
arise

areas. ‘They |

v. Tibetan monks ing the
of more than

art of wln. horns uu t ruins of t Garden Mom ;uta de Lluu. Th'mmstery vias one
3,000 religious centres in Tibet destroyed on Chinese government orders after 1959,

Leader of
island state
murdered

Sydney (Reuter) - Australian
officials were baffled by the
murder of the President of the
small western Pacific republic
of Palau yesterday, a Foreign
Affairs Department spokesman
said.

Mr Haruo Remeliik, aged 53
died after being shot four times
outside his house in palau’s
capital of Koror as he returned
home early yesterday from a
fishing trip. A Palau Govern-
ment official would not com-
ment on any motive for the
killing.

Speaking from Canberra, the
spokesman emphasized that the
Australian Government, which
is not directly represented in
Palau, had no first hand
information on the shooting.
But he said it was possible that
tribal or political rivalries were
behind the attack. Palau is one
of lzhe world‘sl smallestf staulss
with a population of on

4,000. .

He said the political situation
there was delicate because Palau
and the three other tiny states in
the 2,000-island Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands were
underfoing a change in their
formal association with the US,

Mr Remeliik was elected first
President of the island republic
in early 1981 and was re-elected
late last year, He leaves a wife
and six adult children,

‘Self-rule’ in Windhoek

Race rivalry could block change

n the first of two articles,
Hornsby, Southern

ica Correspofr;’ uz discusses
the prospects the regime
recently installed by Pretoria in

the disputedterritory.
N ‘s new “Government
of Nati ‘Unity”, formally
inaugurated on June 17 by the
South African President, Mr P.
W. Botha, is the most credible
attempt so far by Pretoria to
ant a form of self-rule to the
ormer German colony it has
controlled since 1915,

It falls well short of what the
outside world has long been
demanding: an immediate cea-
sefire, elections to a constituent
assembly and full indepen-
dence, all to be achieved under
United Nations s ision in
accordance with Security
Council Resolution 438,

This route is 'blocked be-
cause South Africa has made
the removal of an estimated
30,000 Cuban troops from
Namibia’s northern neighbour,
Angola, a precondition for

435 into effect - and
is able to ensure, by its
support for the Unita insur-
nts of Dr Jonas Savimbi, that
there is little chance of that
condition being met in the near
future.
In the interim, South Africa
is hoping to pressurize the
!(S)outh : Wiest ?giu ;’eople‘s
zation WA uer-
rll'lﬁ.nanlnn whom rlohu'been
engaged in desultory war since

Pretoria claims 45 guerrillas killed in

Johannesburg - South Affri-
can troops killed 45 Namibian
black nationalist guerrillas in a
“hot pursuit” raid into southern
Angola on Saturday, the chief of
the Defence Force, General
Constand Viljoen, said at the
weekend (Michael Hornsby
writes),

It was the first publicly-an-
nounced invasion of Angola in
pursuit of guerrillas of the south

1966, into ‘jolaing the
“National Unity’ nrm

The six parties who form the
new Government first got
together as the Multi-Party
Conference, with South Afri-
ca's blessing, in September
1983. The biggest is the
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance
(DTA), a coalition of about 10
ethnic groups led by a million-
aire white farmer, Dirk Mudge,
which was very much a South
African creation and governed
alone from 1978 to 1983,

Each of the other five small
parties draws its support
mainly from one ethnic group:
the Labour Party (LP) from the

P

Mr Mudge: Leader of
Namibia's biggest party

west Africa People’s Organiza-
tion since Pretoria withdrew
what it said were the last of its
lr_’oops inside Angola on April
17.

General Viljoen said the raid
was a response to a mortar
attack on Friday on a base
called Eenhana in the far
northern Obamboland region of
Namibia, a few miles east of the
border town of Oshikango. The

mixed-race Coloureds; the
Reheboth  Liberated Demo-
cratic Party (RLDP) from the
Baster People; the South West
Africa National Union (Swanu)
from the Hereros; The Swapo-
Democrats (Swapo-D) from the
Ovambos; and the National
Party (NP) from the Afrikaans-
speaking whites.

The DTA is allocated three
of the eight Cabinet posts. The
other parties have one each. Of
the 62 seats in the National
Assembly, the DTA has 22,
and the other parties eight
each. Decisions in the Cabinet
are taken where possible

AREA AND RESOURCES:
318,270 uare miles (more
than three times the size of
Britain), much of it desert. Mineral
ts include diamonds, ura-
nium and copper, Fishing and
cattle farming are the other main
sources of income,

POPULATION

1,051,700 (1982). Two thiwds,
mastly Ovambos, are concen-
trated in fertile northern region
adjoining Angolan border. Break-
down between different groups:
Ovambo, 516,600; Kavango,
98,000; Herero, 77,600, Damara,
76,800; White (Afrikaans, German
and lish speakers), 75,600;
Nama, 48,700; Coloured, 43,500;
Caprivian, 39,500; Bushmen,
29,800; Reheboth Baster, 25,800;
Tswana, 6,800, Unclassified,
12.000.

—_-

swapo torces had also blown up
a bridge and sabotaged tele-
phone poles.

The South African troops,
which penetrated up to 10 miles
into Angola, were to pull out
yesterday, but delays could be
caused by more skirmishes with
Swapo, landmines or the dis-
covery of arms caches, a
spokesman said. _

The South Africans said their
casualties were one dead and

unanimously but otherwise by
majority vote.

he new Assembly has
substantially more power than
the old DTA administration,
Pretoria retains ultimate sover-
cignty under South African
law, as well as responsibility
for defence and foreign affairs,
but otherwise Windhoek has
pretty much of a free hand.

As the white minority (about
7.2 per cent of the total
population) generates more
than 70 per cent of total tax
revenue, the system not only
enable whites to keep blacks
out of their schools and
hospitals, but also prevents any
redistribution of wealth
through the tax mechanism.

Whether the new govern-
ment can carry the white
National Party with it in a
radical revision of the tax
system is, of course, question-
able. The six parties could not
even agree on a permanent
chairman of the cabinet, a job
which will rotate

Support for the new govern-
ment among two main popu-
lation groups (see table), the
Ovambos (The main base of
Swapo) and the Damaras, also
appears to be thin. The attitude
of the Hereros, who bore the
brunt of colonial oppression
daring the German period
(1884-1915) and feel no great
love for the Ovambos, could be
crucial.

Tomorrow: The economy

Angola raid

one wounded, both black
soldiers.

In February last year, South
Africa signed an agreement with
Angola to withdraw all its
troops from southern Angola. A
condition was that the Angolan
Army would cantrol Swapo.

The South Africans say their
right to make “hot pursuit”
raids is recognized under the
agreement if the Angolans
cannot exercise this control.

Peres cuts run into a storm

Israel appeared poised for a
period of labour unrest yester-
day as the powerful Histadrut
General Federation of Labour
attacked the three-month econ-
omic stabilization plan which
the Prime Minister, Mr Shimon
Peres, is determined to push

{ | through Cabinet.

*This 1s something the group
will not accept,” the Histadrut
secretary general, Mr lsrael
Kessar, said afier meeting Mr
Peres and the Finance Minister,
Mr Yitzhak Moda'i.

What pamcularg incensed
Mr Kessar was the Government
plan to issue administrative
orders that would enable it to
make wage cuts and lay-offs in

' The rouo\vin!_ Tripos examination
results from Cambridge University

are announced.
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contravention of its collective
wage agreement with the labour

Foaps

hat authority does the
Cvtwemgnent have to issue such
orders?” Mr asked in an
interview with  Israel Radio.
“Israel is not exactly in a state
of war at the moment.”

‘Mr Peres was determined to
win approval for the plan at
yesierday's Cabinét meeting.
“Either there will an
economic plan or there will be

no  Government," he was
gtmnd as saying when the
u"umnmﬂ;e start yf m!::
oon, at the of what
promised to be a long and
stormy session, Several minis-

From a Correspondent, Jerusalem

ters openly voiced their oppo-
sition before end.
The Israeli press reported

that are: subsidy cuts of some
$300 million which are ex-
g:cted to drive the prices of
sic commodities and fuel uB
1o 30 to 40 per cent; a 7 10 |
r cent drop in the standard of
iving, achieved by paying only
half the cost of living increase
due to wage earners in compen-
sation for the price rises; some
10,000 dismissals in the public
sector, in addition to an across-
the-board wage cut of 3 per
cent; a possible devaluation of
the shekel, by about 15 per cent,
and, following the initial price
rises, a three-month freeze

British women trail in
European bridge

From a Bridge Correspondent, Salsomaggiore, Italy

Although the British Open
team have been faring quite
well in the European Bridge
Championship  here  against
their modest expatitions, the
British women’s team, world
champions and Olympiad
runne_n»u{:. were languishing in
seventh place after six matches.

On Thursday the men beat
Luxemburg 24-6 and Norway
25-4, On Friday they struggled
to beat Finland 17-13 and lost
1o the then leaders, France, by
the same margin. A win on
Saturday 21-9 against Switzer-
land was foll by a 9-21 loss

to Austria, who leapfrogged into
the lead.

After Round 12 the leadin,
sitions are: Austria 228
srael 224; France 217; Britain
ggg; Netherlands 206; Poland

The inconsistent British
women lost four matches in a
row - Denmark 9-21; Iceland
13-17; Netherlands 13-17, and
Israel 9-21, Leaders are France
119; Italy 109; Sweden 108; and
The Netherlands 105. Britain
have 88 points,
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MUDDLE IN MILAN

The European Community, it
seems, can make progress only in
an atmosphere of crisis and
bitterness. Its leaders can solve a
problem only at the third or
fourth attempt, when all agree
that the solution is long overdue
and that the present meeting
offers positively the last chance
10 avoid catastrophe. That was
the case at Fontainebleau a year
ago. By contrast a meeting which
everyone approaches with high
hopes, proclaiming that immedi-
ate crises are now solved and
there is a golden chance to make
constructive plans for the future,
is ipso facto doomed to end in

disappointment and  recrimi-
nation, : : ‘
So it was in Milan this

weckend. Beforehand it looked
very promising because every-
one agreed on the need to
improve and speed up the
Community's decision-making
procedures. The French, for
whose benefit the so-called
“Luxemburg comﬁromise" was
invented in 1965, had joined the
camp of those advocating greater
use of majority voting and an
end to the abuse of invoking
“vital national interests” when-
ever a state is confronted with
proposals it does not like. Even
the British, Danes and Greeks,
though anxious that this veto
right should be clearly re-
aftirmed, had accepted proposals

aimed at limiting its use in
practice to bona fide cases,
The British had actually taken

the initiative in putting forward
proposals not only for streamlin-
ing the Community within its
existing fields of competence but
also for strengthening political
co-operation - even to the extent
of agreeing Lo vole always as a
block in the UN - and for
cxlcnding it formally to the
“security” (i.e defence) field.

THE MAN MOST LIKELY TO

The  high-level party and
government  meetings  taking
place in Moscow this week will
indicate how far Mr Gorbachov
has succeeded in consolidating
his position. In April 1984 he
proposed the ailing Konstantin
Chernenko as president, saying
that it was in the “highest
interests of the state and society™
that the party General Secretary
should concurrently hold the
post of chairman of the Supreme
Soviet, the formal title of
the head of state. It would
be a public setback for Mr
Gorbachov if he did not himself
achieve this status, having now
headed the pan{I for almost four
months, But he has already
shown great skill in manipulat-
ing the Soviet system, helped by
the fact that 1t 1s unencumbered
by democratic restraints.

He is replacing many local
party officials, industrial
mimsters  and  high-ranking
administrators -~ partly because
it gives teeth to his demands
for greater efficiency, but
mainly because it allows him to
sirengthen his support in the
g;r:‘tracl_ Commitiee b%fogc the

1 ongress next February.
Every Sovsn: leader begins his
rule with energetic efforts to
improve economic performance;
first, to raise the USSR’s

ition relative to the capitalist

est, and second, of much less
importance, to raise the living
standard of the population as
some justification for the party's
exclusive control. Yet even this
objective gives little in the way
of legitimacy to a system in

THE OLD COVENANT AND THE NEW

The Vatican and the Jews appear
to  have misunderstood each
other again. More than once in

the past some act by the or
past so by the Pope

These last proposals would
probably have fallen foul of
Danish, Greek and Irish oppo-
sition but they were an earnest of
Britain's new found European
zeal.

In exchange, British officials
believed they had convinced
their French and West German
counterparts of the futility of
insisting on a new treaty or on
formal amendment of the exist-
in§ one, given the difficulties and
delays of drafting and parliamen-
tary ratification that this would
involve; from which it followed
that to convene an intergovern-
mental conference for the pur-
pose of drafling a treaty or
treaties would be a waste of time.
Indeed Britain's very unwilling-
ness to contemplate a new treaty
was assumed in Whitehall to rule
out this procedure, since there
would be no point in drafling a
treaty unless all member states
were prepared to sign it.

Such impeccable logic, had it
originated in another European
capital, might be dubbed Car-
tesian. But, as so often, it left
crucial political considerations
out of account. M Mitterrand,
whose domestic political stand-
ing is low, had promised his
people “a surprise” on the
European front,  Chancellor
Kohl, anxious to repair the
Franco-German relationship
after the damage it suffered at
the Bonn economic summit, and
10 restore his country's European
credentials after the inglorious
attempt by his agriculture minis-
ter to veto the farm price
implications of that “budgetary
discipline” which Germany her-
self 1s most anxious to achieve,
was happy to go along with
whatever, within reason, his
French colleague might propose.
What both hit on was to spring

which each new leader criticizes
his predecessor for the mess in
which he left the economy with-
out offering cither fundamental

reforms or genuine elections
to choose an  alternative
government.

Mr Gorbachov has certainly
spoken at great length about the
USSR’s economic problems, but
it is significant that he should
choose 10 do so in Leningrad,
the base of his rival Gngory
Romanov, and, most recently, in
Dnepropetrovsk, from which
both Brezhnev and Chernenko
drew their support. He appears
1o be concentrating on eliminat-
ing potential opposition rather
than setting out to eliminate the
major difficulties, domestic and
foreign, with which he should be

coping. While attacking the
shortcomings of his prede-
cessors, whose supporters still

remain in the Politburo and
Central Commitiee, he recently
used peak television viewing
time to underline to all that his
patron, President Andropov, was
an honourable exception, simul-
tancously paying tribute to the
vital role of the state security
organization on which he too
relies to maintain his position.
The present KGB chief, Vik-
tor Chebrikov, gained full
membership of the ruling Polit-
buro last April, along with two
other evident Gorbachov sup-
porters, Nikolai Ryzhkov, the
secretary responsible for indus-
try, and Egor Ligachev, the
secretary now regarded as the
chief ideologist and the party
leader’s riggt-hnnd man, Mr

Vatican’s hands. There would be
far less reason for Jews in Israel
and elsewhere to study the
nuances of Vatican documents
on Christian-Jewish relations for
signs of some advance or retreat
if the real bone of contention,
recognition of the state of Israel,
was removed from the arena. As

it is, Jewish commentators have %

seized upon the latest Vatican

utterance to complain that it %

does not put the question of
hrul‘lt,e;iuncnce in a s;tﬁiom
context, but - it as a
matter of international law. So it

on their partners at the very last
moment a text labelled “treaty of
European union” which in

was no more than a compen-
dium of already well known
proposals, some of them lifted
word for word from the British
paper - and not its most
audacious passages at that.

Signor Craxi, in the chair, was
for his part en in a contest
with his own foreign minister to
see who could get most domestic
credit for the conduct of the
Italian  presidency, and had
staked his prestige on the
proposed intergovernmental
conference.  Since  everyone
claimed to be in favour of
majority voting, he had the
ungentlemanly idea of putti
the proposal to the vote. 1%?&&21
course, is not how [talian leaders
arc expected to behave. But
Signor Craxi has made his
reputation by breaking with the
postwar ltalian tradition of
compromise and consensus. He
must have thought that the same
approach would work in Euro-
pean affairs,

Yet it is hard to see how it can,
given that the Community is still
an association of sovereign states
which have every intention of
remaining such. Mrs Thatcher's
anger and frustration showed
through in her radio interview
on Saturday night, but th? are
understandable. It would be
wrong, however, for her to let
her prediction that the inter-

overnmental conference will
ail harden into a determination
to see that it does. It may not be
the quickest way of securing the
improvements in the Com-
munity that we all want. But it is
a way, and it would be better to
make use of it than to goad our
partners into signing some new
treaty which would leave us out.
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strings in sport
m Mr cmﬂ Thorneycrofl-

. the sports \vhm' it has
in many it
i famous on the

the facilities needed 1o remain
competitive,

We would rather contribute for
the next 12 months m 10 put
British sport back on its than
continue to spend money on what
can only be considered extremely
bad image :

If other companies were to do
likewise, surely it would be possible
for the Governmen Council
1o form a committee which would be
able to implement ideas rather than
continually debate a problem which
has been with us for far too long.
Yours faithfully
C. THORNEYCROFT-SMITH,

Marketing Director,
%‘A‘F Trucks (GB) Limited,

From the General Secretary of the
Inland Revenue Staff Federation
Sir, The juxtaposition (June 26) of
Mr Dlvui West's “an insider’s view
of Civil Service overstaffing” and
Miles Ki s enjoyable “'Watch
out for this tennis racket” ensured
that [ kept a sense of humour. There
was, as you, Sir, must have
recognised, propinquity.

Mr West was much more
successful than he supposes - at least
in the Inland Revenue to which he

. Revenue staff have gone
down 15,000 since 1979; a further
reduction of 7,000 is planned by
1988. The department plans to close
164 income tax, 121 collector of
taxes' and 44 valuation offices.
There is, of course, lots more, all
taking us Westward.

My worry is the results.

in April, 1979, the total arrears of
post was 1.9 million items; in April,
1985, it was 4.8 million items - a
rise of 142 per cent. In April, 1979,
26,000 of these letters had remained
unanswered for two months or
longer: in_ April, 1985, the corre-
sponding figure was 176,000 - a rise
of 577 per cent.

It is hardly surprising, perhaps,
that we are investigating stress and
its consequences. \

Collectors of taxes have, cur-
rently, £1.2 billions of PAYE tax and
National Insurance contributions
deducted from pay packets by
employers but still overdue and
unpaid for a month or more.

Ihis is far from all of the story,
though perhaps | should add that the
contribution which the Revenue is
making supplying able, trained
people s0 much better paid

ivate sector is on such a scale that
it will be years before, for example,
the inspectorate recovers from the
139 resignations in 1984 and the
even higher outflow expected this
year,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Control of purse  Wrong-footing the Inland Revenue

relief that he is no longer “an
insider”. But, then, he never truly
was.

Yours sincerely,
TONY CHRISTOPHER,

0"‘““ L

{)onhnd Rﬁvenuemgug Federation,
uehs ouse,

231 zauxuuu Embe Road, SWI.

June 27,

an; MrC. N. &mmc. X aaka
Sir, I agree with everything whic

Mr Christopher McCall has said in
his lefter to you (June 25), in
particular his a‘gmval of the new
approach of courts 1o tax
avoidance whereby artificial
schemes will ofien now be defeated.
It should, however, be borne in
mind that antagonism between
taxpayers and the Inland Revenue
grew up in years when rates of tax
were confiscatory, eg, income tax at
98 per cent on top incomes. But
there is also antagonism between
those, such as employers, who are
made to do the Inland Revenue's
work by collecting tax due from
others.

Mr McCall says that there are
many things wrong with our tax
system, as indeed there are. | wish to
mention one kind of thing only, and
that is the enacting of thlauon.
promoted by the Inland Revenue,
which is slanted unfairly against the
taxpayer. | will give one example
only, though many more could be
found.

There is exemption from tax on
capital gains arising on the disposal
of a debt, not being a debt on a
security, by the original creditor.
Why? use such debts are likely
to produce capital losses, not capital
gains, and relief for those genuine
capital losses can then be refused.

The Burmah Oil Company sought
to overcome this injustice by an
artificial scheme, but fell victim to
the courts’ new approach 1o such
schemes,

Yours faithfully,

If where we are today in the C. N.BEATTIE,
Marllgs:.' e Inland Revenue is the result of the 24 Old Buildings,
Buckinghamshire attention of Mr West and others of  Lincoln's Inn, WC2
June 26, similar views, it is at least some June 26.
Future of Lyceum ~  Behind the terrorist 3 Wil Sl '™
/'fmm Sir John Gielgud. CH and  From Mr Adam Roberts msrct of certain guerrilla fighters,
others : Sir. Your leader, “Behind the he 1977 Protocol 1 does thus

Romanov, the fourth man in
the exclusive group who are
members of both Politburo and
Secretariat, is now strangely
absent from public occasions.
The Gorbachov cligue is in the
ascendant,

By replacing men in certain
key posts Mr Gorbachov is not
Jjust encouraging the others. Over
60 per cent of the Central
Committee hold high positions
in government or regional party
administration, and appoint-
ment to these posis ensures a
seal in the top party body.
Military chiefs, ambassadors,
police, media and cultural
leaders account for most of the
remaining places, with only a
sprinkling of workers, peasants,
and women for the sake of
appearances.

t is widely accepted that the
Supreme Soviet is little more
than a rubber stamp for the
Politburo’s decisions, but less
widely realized how thoroughly
the party Central Committee is
dominated by the ruling handful
of leaders. According to party
rules, some five thousand
delegates to the CPSU Congress,
which meets every five years, are
supposed 1o name the new
Central Commitiee members,
but in practice they are presented
with a list and do not a
even 1o exercise the ri;mz'
scoring off names. The advice
and expertise of Central
Committee members is welcome,
but what Mr Gorbachov wants
now is loyalty. He can think
about new policies at home and
abroad later.

not been abrogated by the
Incarnation but stll applicl %
~The latest document

Sir, Forty-six years ago, on July I,
1939, we, as members of the Hamlet
company. bade a sad farewell to the
Lyceum Theatre. However, demo-
lition and its proposed translation
into a traffic roundabout were
averted by the outbreak of war.
Today the same owner, the GLC,
is deliberating whether 1o perpetuate
the 200-year-old Lyceum’s
leMporary post-war service as a

ballroom  or 1o ¢ its
restoration, at the expense of others,
to full theatrical use.

Some talk of how the Lyceum
could link Covent Garden to the
South Bank, others of the commer-
cial seating capacity, larger than
either the Palladium or Drury Lane.
i s

associat what
yourself described then as Z::
intensely theatrical theatre™ and its
remarka

The
Theatre's
Mysteries has
il e oSl of this
gencration’s rediscovery great
theatre and echo the last words
spoken from that stage in 1939:
“Long live the Lyceum! live
Ellen Terry! Long live m
Irving!™ A theatre with
resonance of the past and such
promise for the future cannot be
allowed 10 perish,

We remain, Sir, your obedient
servants,

JOHN GIELGU

HAR

HANK,
ING, :

ANDRE

MARIUS

Garrick
we2,

- of the North

terrorist” (June 24) makes several
sweeping  assertions  about  the
idealogical underpinning of the
current plague of terrorism. One
target of your editorial criticism is
the International Committee of the
Red Cross, of which you state:
Regrettably, in 1967 [actually. 1977] a
committee of the International Red
Cross at Geneva met 1o update the 1949
texts on the treatment of prisoners of war
and voted 1o extend prisoner of war
status, protection and privileges to
terrorists . . . We have been paying for it
ever since.

It is not clear from your account
to what particular negotiations you
refer, However, if one takes the
whole round of deliberations over a
decade which led to the adoption by
states of 1977 Geneva Protocol I (on
international armed conflicts) and
Protocol I (on civil wars) it is very
hard 10 justify your sweeping

hl_t his &‘:7 Gcnevaﬁgmg::l 1
which might appear at sight 10
contain  provisions that could
support your assertions. Article |
does say, in language which has been
heavily criticised, that the Geneva
Conventions lm to “armed
conflicts in which peoples are
ﬁchu:? against colonial domination
and alien occupation and nst
racist regimes in the exercise of their
right of ination ., ."

Furthermore, articles 43 and 44
do somewhat extend earlier and
more restrictive definitions of the

- conclusion.

provide a legal framework regarding
guerrilla fighters aiming at legitimate
targets in  the context of an
international conflict, But this is not
the same thing as extending
privileges terrorists.  On  the
contrary:

1. The protocol is widely and
properly viewed by stales as onl
applying to armed conflicts whic
are not merely international in
character but are also marked by
military operations of a substantial
level of intensity,

2. The protocol has not been viewed
as applicable to recent cases of
terrorism, whether of the IRA in the
UK or of other g:up; connected
with the Middle or the Indian
sub-continent.

3. The protocol obliges combatants
o comply with the rules of

[

international law applicable in
armed conflict and
4, The contains numerous

provisions prohibiting attacks on the

civilian population as such. :
The 1977 Geneva Protocol | is

open to several objections, some of

them serious., But it does not

“extend prisoner of war status,

protection and privileges to terror-

ists” in the way that you imply.

Yours faithfully,

& Amanys Cofleg

t Antony’s College,

Oxford,

June 25.

North and South

. From Professor Miles Irving
Sir, The decisions reached last night
June 17) by Parliament over
tain’s international airports will

be viewed in the North as
evidence of the wi our
Government from its “one nation™
This trend of ng the needs

_continuing 1o
is appareal in

hospital has been com in our
ﬁ;ion since the end of World War

» 1
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The expulsion of the Jesuits was part
of the anti-clerical campaign of the
Third Republic, in particular of Jules
Ferrv (1832-93), the Minister of Public
Instruction, an austere Protestant. In
March he had ordered the expulsion of
religious congregations; in July a law
was enacted suppressing the obligation
of Sunday rest; and in 1881 Ferry
pushed through an education Bill to
laicise the schools.

_‘
FRANCE.

Paris WEDNESDAY. JUNE 30. 9.30P.M.

The Jesuit establishments through-
out France, with the exception of their
cono’: for lay pupils, which have
another month's grace, were closed
today. Shortly after 4 a.m. M, Clément,
a judicial functionary, and M, Dulac,
police commissary, presented them-
selves at the gate of t
in the Rue de Sévres, outside w &
I.fgcnumhrr of Catholics, &ec, had
collected. Claiming admission in the
name of the law, they passed into the
court and knocked at an inner door,
when the Superior, Father Pitot,
answered the summons, MM, Chesne-
long and de Ravignan, Senators being
behind him. . ..

M. Clément said he was only

rforming his duty, and asked where
K: could find the Jesuits whom he had
to expel. After a fresh protest, M. de
Ravignan said that, as the vioktion of
domicile had been consummated, it
was useless to make them lose time; he
would guide them. M. Dulac was then
conducted upstairs, entered the first
cell, and found Father Marin reading
at a table, “"Monsieur, 1 am ordered to
turn out”, “By what right?” “By a
mandate which | have read to your
Superior.” “The mandate is illegal, and
I refuse to obey it.” “In that case, I
must resort to force.” “Do 80" Two
policemen put their hands on the
Jesuit's shoulder, and he said, “Very

sod; 1 yield to force.” M, de Carayon
atour pushed forward and claimed
the honour of escorting him. The
second cell was locked, and the
commissary went on to Father Pitot's
door. The Father urged that he had a
proprietary right, which even the
decree of expulsion recognized, and M,
(theumlun‘;. after some parleying,
obtained leave for the Superior to
remain for the present. Kach of the
other inmates had the escort of some
Deputy or Senator, M. Chesnelong
accompanying Father Matignon to the
Foreign Mission House, amid cries of
“Vivent les Jesuites!” - and many of
the spectators, kneeling for the
blessing of the expelled. . . . The
number of the expelled is 13, one of
them being an Englishman named
Forbes and another a HRussian. A
considerable crowd has occupied the
street all day, but no ingress into the
premises has been allowed, and since
the departure of the Jesuits there have
been no demonstrations on either side.
... Telegrams have been received from
Lyons, Marseilles, Lille, Bordeaux,
Rouen, Laval, Avigoon, Amiens,
Besangon, Limoges, Douai, Clermont-
Ferrand, 1e Puy, Troyes, Nantes,
Bourges, and Versailles ribing the
,upu?::‘m of the Jesuits from their
establishments. Only st Bordeaux and
Lille has there been any kind of publie
disturbance, and those preceded and
did not accompany the execution of
the decrees. At Bordeaux a ¢
which had collected yesterday before
the Jesuit institution, was suddenly,
according to the Union, charged by the

ice with drawn sabres, the result

ing a scuffle, in which a few
accidents oceurred. . . :

“Such are the victories achieved by
the Republic to-day - victories over

anarmed and, in many cases, men
and even the Ultra-Radicals will
scarcely boast of them, No

allowsnce must be made for the

ubligation resting on the Government
to enforce the s it has issued,
while its «;ppunenu have caught at the
chance of turning all Catholic and
moderate minds against it
Government, however, should never
have put itselfl in this position. It
#hi never have p [
the rejection of which incited the
Chamber to demand an equivalent, and
it should never have revived musty
enactments out of harmony with the
B i ks of Tooy oy
its of liberty
ing obsolete laws to communities

to defend themselves, u%
imvoking public opinion.
dispersion of the Jesuits is an act of
despotism, and if the

ic revives
South | laws violating personal | it is only
.&*m&mﬁ must | the substitution of the tyranny of the,
be healed if we are 1o have a mldum ;‘fuut::n iyf.x?'f.’.e&' ﬁ
Petional newepaper ot loakt pan of | b by iodhiging in “snkmosites
uwnnndyuuiummm enactments for iomcitl::lh of
Yours faithfully, \ ‘; p..::?n' nl: m and the m
MILES IRVING, i even worse than the means. Why are
University of Manchester, the Jesuits being expelled? Because
gﬁwmmf% fhele teachiog s comtrary 19 tht
Hope Hospal F A A
Road » :
1 confiscation of the most prized of
?:‘m, l.unnhhv. liberties - liberty of conscience, . ..
- B mm ~ seventy yards to discover what had
‘ ey ~ companion, w W a

been ing. 3
As the eagles soared in the

westerly wind we came ;

'lu Just
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