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{ on Mutual Relations, Cooperation and Security between NATO and the\\
\\Russmn Federation signed in Paris, France

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization and its member States, on the one hand, and the Russian
Federation, on the other hand, hereinafter referred to as NATO and Russia, based on an enduring
political commitment undertaken at the highest political level, will build together a lasting and

inclusive peace in the Euro-Atlantic area on the principles of democracy and cooperative security.

NATO and Russia do not consider each other as adversaries. They share the goal of overcoming
the vestiges of earlier confrontation and competition and of strengthening mutual trust and
cooperation. The present Act reaffirms the determination of NATO and Russia to give concrete
substance to their shared commitment to build a stable, peaceful and undivided Europe, whole and
free, to the benefit of all its peoples. Making this commitment at the highest political level marks
the beginning of a fundamentally new relationship between NATO and Russia. They intend to
develop, on the basis of common interest, reciprocity and transparency a strong, stable and
enduring partnership.

This Act defines the goals and mechanism of consultation, cooperation, joint decision-making and
joint action that will constitute the core of the mutual relations between NATO and Russia.

NATO has undertaken a historic transformation -- a process that will continue. In 1991 the Alliance
revised its strategic doctrine to take account of the new security environment in Europe.
Accordingly, NATO has radically reduced and continues the adaptation of its conventional and
nuclear forces. While preserving the capability to meet the commitments undertaken in the
Washington Treaty, NATO has expanded and will continue to expand its political functions, and
taken on new missions of peacekeeping and crisis management in support of the United Nations
(UN) and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), such as in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, to address new security challenges in close association with other countries and
international organisations. NATO is in the process of developing the European Security and
Defence Identity (ESDI) within the Alliance. It will continue to develop a broad and dynamic
pattern of cooperation with OSCE participating States in particular through the Partnership for
Peace and is working with Partner countries on the initiative to establish a Euro-Atlantic
Partnership Council. NATO member States have decided to examine NATO's Strategic Concept to
ensure that it is fully consistent with Europe's new security situation and challenges.

Russia is continuing the building of a democratic society and the realisation of its political and

economic transformation. It is developing the concept of its national security and revising its

military doctrine to ensure that they are fully consistent with new security realities. Russia has -
carried out deep reductions in its armed forces, has withdrawn its forces on an unprecedented

scale from the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the Baltic countries and withdrawn all

its nuclear weapons back to its own national territory. Russia is committed to further reducing its

conventional and nuclear forces. It is actively participating in peacekeeping operations in support

of the UN and the OSCE, as well as in crisis management in different areas of the world. Russia is

contributing to the multinational forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

I. Principles

Proceeding from the principle that the security of all states in the Euro-Atlantic community is
indivisible, NATO and Russia will work together to contribute to the establishment in Europe of
common and comprehensive security based on the allegiance to shared values, commitments and
norms of behaviour in the interests of all states. NATO and Russia will help to strengthen the
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, including developing further its role as a
primary instrument in preventive diplomacy, conflict prevention, crisis management, post-conflict
rehabilitation and regional security cooperation, as well as in enhancing its operational capabilities
to carry out these tasks. The OSCE, as the only pan-European security organisation, has a key role
in European peace and stability. In strengthening the OSCE, NATO and Russia will cooperate to
prevent any possibility of returning to a Europe of division and confrontation, or the isolation of
any state.
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