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The Malta Decument

While taking note of the efforts made by numerous socialist
forces in the struggle against imperialism, fascism, zionism and
other reactionary forces as well as those efforts leading to the
Barcelona Declaration by the First Conference of Mediterranean
Socialist Organisations and Parties :

While stressing the fact that the peoples of the Mediterranean
region whose civilization has helped the march of human progress
since the earliest times and who have struggled against those
forces which from time to time have attempted to obstruct its
progress;

While taking note of the ideological orientation of the Medi-
terranean peoples in the direction of finding solutions to the con-
temporary problems of Man, always faithful to the cultures and
historical traditions, which orientation should be based on the
principles of equality, freedom and justice, guided by the spirit
and ideals of socialism as the people’s choice and ultimate objec-
tive :

Considering that the Permanent Secretariat of the Mediter-
ranean Progressive Socialist Organisations has endeavoured to
implement the principles of the Barcellona Declaration :

The Second Conference convened in Malta 20-25 June, 1977,
discussed in its agenda, and approved these principles which
express the common desire of the progressive and socialist forces
of the Mediterranean region. These are divided into 3 categories;
ideological, political and cooperative action at all levels.

IDEOLOGICAL :

The most important initial phenomenon of a progressive mo-

vement is to define its ideological identity, not forgetting national
aspirations.

In 2 world of scientific, political and ideological changes, and
of rapid development and progress in the fields of science and
technology, systems of exploitation and oppression, both in the
material and intellectual fields, have created a spiritual vacuum.



The attitude of Man towards the definition of his ideological
identity represents his option to form part of his national progres-
sive movement.

This ideological identity represents the eclectic standard by
which mediterranean peoples, aware of their history, can reject
and contribute.

This ability of rational rejection is a phenomenon characteris-
tic of our peoples in their cultural movements. It gives them their
power fo: ideological and cultural creativity.

This fact burdens us with the responsibility of finding solu-
tions for the problems in the relations between man and man,
between one society and another.

This ideology is the foundation of socialism, to destroy the
social and economic domination of one people over another, and
of one man over another and to realise Man’s need for a social and
economic system which fulfils his desire for freedom and progress
within the framework of collective and social responsibility and
decisionmaking, in which man is effectively a full participant.

Political oppression, monopoly of wealth, cultural and intel-
lectual bakwardness endanger the very existence of socialist for-
ces, and threaten the essence of the socialist struggle.

Our opposition to such threats is the essence of our existence
as socialist forces — and is the essence of the struggle we conduct
with the wisdom and creativity that emanates from our great sea

which joins three continents and extends bridges with the other
continerts.

The Progressive Socialist Organisations of the Mediterranean
declare that the historical extensive experience of the Mediterra-
nean nations inspires this Organisation to create suitable
alternatives to the solution of warfare, strife and military domi-
nation; to struggle for the attainment of national independence
and freedom instead of submission to and dependence on foreign

powers; to stress the values of creative cooperation instead of
competitive struggle.



The Socialist forces linked to the masses, and expressing their

aspirations, define their responsibility of devising a common and
collective strategy based on the following ideological and political
principles :

: 8

The national independence of the peoples of the Mediterra-
nean should be realised through political, economic and cul-
tural cooperation, free from any kind of interference by the
super-powers or their agents.

Democracy is the only method for realising the freedom of
every man and the attainment of political, social and econo-
mic progress within the framework of collective interests.

The achievement of the people‘s sovereignity over all the
economic, sacial and political fields through socialism without
which such sovereignity cannot be attained,

To bring about the radical change of the international econo-
mic system by restructuring the existing relations between
the developing South, and developed North, in order to
achieve full participation in progress and development by all
the peoples leading to the establishment of a new just econo-
mic order.

To render full support to all exploited and suppressed peoples
with the aim of enabling them to attain and secure their na-
tional liberation and sovereignity.

To liberate completely the Mediterranean from any foreign
presence, fleet or military base, which, together with their
dangerous alliances, have become an impending peril, not
only to the peoples of the region, but also to world peace at
large.

POLITICAL :

In the light of this perspective, the political principles for

which we struggle are :

i,

The right of national independence and the right to defend it
agairsst all forms of alien aggression and dominance.
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2. The rejection of all kinds of political, economic and military
blackmail exercised against small developing nations.

3. The adaption of all peaceful methods and the rejection of the
use of force as a menace for solving world problems, except
for national defence, national liberation and for the struggle
against colonialism and neo-colonialism.

4. The adoption of an active united front in the struggle against
world imperialism, zionism, fascism and reactionary conspi-
racies.

5. The support of all oppressed peoples in the world who fight
for national liberation and the victory of Socialism.

This Conference for Progressive Socialist Organisations, the-
refore :

1. Expresses its full support for the Palestinian people in their

misery brought about by the atrocities inflicted upon them
by the occupation of their homeland by the aggressive impe-
rialist, racist, zionism movement and the deprivation of all their

rights, civil and political, in flagrant defiance of the United
Nations Charter.

Furthermore, the Conference fully supports the Palestinian

people in their just struggle to regain the right for their ho-
meland.

2. Condemns all forms of foreign intervention in the inter -

nal affairs of Lebanon, and fully supports the Lebanese peo-
ple’s struggle to maintain their unity, territorial integrity,
national independence and Arab character.

3. Supports the struggle of the Cypriot people to preserve the

territori.al integrity of a united, non-aligned Cyprus; condemns
all foreign military intervention in, or invasion of the island;
demands the immediate withdrawal of all foreign troops and

supports all practical measures for the implementation of the
United Nations resolutions.

4. Pledges its full suport for the emerging new political status
of Malta — a status of neutrality based on the principles of



non-alignment; and calls upon Mediterranean countries to
give the necessary political and economic guarantee for the
initial viability of the new status of Malta.

5. Solemnly Declares its solidarity with all the liberation move-
ments in their anti-imperialist struggle for freedom and so-
cialism. Furthermore, it proclaims its support to the right of
the Saharan people to self-determination and extends this
support to similar aspirations of other liberation movements.

6. Calls upon Mediterranean countries to urge participating sta-
tes ir: the Belgrade Follow-Up Conference to set up a Stan-
diag Committee charged with the task of ensuring the imple-
mentation of the Mediterranean Document of the Final Act of
the Helsinki Conference on Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

7. Proposes to set up a system of Cooperation for Regional Se-
curity and under the direct control of the Mediterranean coa-
stal states aimed at eliminating the presence and the inter-
vention of the super-powers in this area.

8. Wains the Mediterranean region against any form of impe-
rialist economic penetration of political aggression.

COOPERATION :

The Mediterranean region has always been and continues to
be the cradie of ideas and great civilisations. The Mediterranean
natious are one integral entity of civilisation.

For these reasons, and realising that we are a united front of
socialist forces aiming at the revival of our cultural unity to achie-
ve peace and security as well as the welfare of our peoples, it is
imperative that we should concentrate on settling our basic issues
by intensifying relations between our peoples. When this is re-
solved we can be certain of re-creating our cultural unity as strong
as ever.

The Conference, therefore :

1. Calls for the mutual exchange of expertise, technology, scien-

tific ideas and inventions, because they constitute an integral
part of nniversal human thought.



Encourages men of letters, suthors, writers and artists of the
Mediterranean to organise periodic meetings and seminars
to identify, propogate and enhance Mediterranean art and
literature.

Encourages the organisation of cultural festivals to celebrate
the victory of our peoples over imperialism and fascism, and
the removal of foreign military bases.

Resolves to support actively the proposal that the Mediterra-
nean should have its own network of mass communication
to include radio, television, newspaper and a Mediterranean
news agency in order to strengthen the ties among the Medi-
terranean peoples.

Authorities the Permanent Secretariat to draw up programmes
for political, cultural, economic and commercial cooperation
in line with the work of the Conference in the common inte-
rests of the peoples of the region, who are members of the
Organisation.

(a) Appreciates the suggestions and proposals put forward by
the Socialist Government of Malta as regards cooperation and
projects to serve the common interests of our peoples.

(b) Welcomes and supports the desire of the Socialist Govern-
ment of Malta for Malta to serve as a centre for these activi-
ties.

(c) Entrusts the Permanent Secretariat with the study of these
proposals and projects, with the Maltese Labour Party and
to ensure their success.

{a) Authorises the Permanent Secretariat to work incessantly
so that before convening the next Conference it will increase
its membership to include all organisations and parties who
accept and actively subscribe to and support the principles of
the Barcelona and Malta Declarations and who share the same

convictions and beliefs in a Mediterranean free from foreign
domination.

(b) Resolves to admit the Algerian National Liberation Front
in the Permanent Secretariat and authorises the Permanent

Secretariat to study and consider the possible admission of
other members.



8. The conference authorises the Permanent Secretariat to conti-

nue with the efforts which have been started in order to form
popular organisations of youth, workers, peasants, students,
women, writers and journalists, and others to bring about

more understanding and cooperation between the peoples of
the area.

9. In accordance with the desire of PASOK the conference agrees

10.

to hold its third meeting in Athens within the next two years.

The Conference would like to extend its gratitude to the Malta
Labour Party, Premier Dom Mintoff, to the Government and
people of Malta for their generous hospitality and the efforts
theyhave exerted to ensure the success of this Conference.
The conference also extends its gratitude to the Permanent
Secretariat for their hard work which is clearly reflected in
the General Secretary’s report; the Conference also agrees to
endorse the General Secretary’s report as an official document.
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