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2Y€£010 Xaipetiguou

oto Aceinvo tTwv Ouovevelakwv Opvavwoewyv
(RITZ CARLTON - 8.4.1996)

Xaipw ylati o OTIYHEG onuaviikeG yia tnv EAAGda kat 1o péAdov
Tou EAAnviopou Bpiokopal avapeocd oag, avdgeoa oe €va andé ta mmo
(wvrava kat oppiynAd koppdtia EAAGdag. "OMot yvwpiloupe TIC
NMPOKANOELG TNG €MoOXNG mou diavuoupe. MPokARRCEIG Mou cuvendyovrat
MoAAOUG Kivduvoug, TOAAEG OUOKOAIEG aAAd Kkal eukalpie¢ ya TNV
gvioxuon Tou EAAnviopou, TI¢ omoieg 6a unopécoupe  va
eKpgeTaAAeuBoupe poOvo €Av €(HQCTE APPNKTA EVWUEVOL.

Our goal is a HeIIenrsm to be reckoned with. This requires a strong
Greece, econcmically, mrlrtarrly, as well as |n terms of social cohesion. But
it also requires a strong and united Dlaspora.
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Let us rever forget the important role that Greek Diaspora assumed
throughout history, [from the colonization of the entire Mediterranean basin
and beyond, in ancient times,/up to the vigorous Diaspora of the present in
either hemispheres in countries rich or less affluent,/in states powerful or
in smaller ones. Let Lus also never forget that it was the Greek Diaspora
that first organ|2ed HelIenlsm in its struggle to regain independence and to
relay the torch of freedom down to our generatronj

You have moreover the privilege to live in a prosperous and powerful
country, 'where many Greek ideals were respectfully observed even in
times when they were greatly suffering elsewhere: democracy, freedom,
civic liberties, pioneer spirit. /You are the living bridge of friendship between
the cradle of these values and your new home! ,You are the living bridge
not only because you are Greeks/ but also because by making correct use
of these Hellenic values you acqmred a prominent Mm American /
society. in practically every field; politics, business, arts, science, sports
We in Greece are very proud of your achievements.
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Your specific weight in the American society clearly goes. far beyond
the nimerical proportions of the Greek-American Community./ So does also
the rnvallfable support you offered Greece in her efforts to protect her
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rights and her integrity and in her &deea/vours to assert a new role in the
difficult post-cold-war environment. f This inevitably takes me back to the
initial remarks of my address: a strong Greece in the Balkans and in the
European Union exacts a strong and united Diaspora. It is also in this scope
that we view a series of initiatives to enhance Hellenism all over the world,
the “World Assembly of Hellenism” and the “Council for the Hellenes
abroad” being the most eminent among them.

The Greek State is aware that in practice-we did not always du/:avfully
recognise the services rendered by Greeks abroad. We are also aware that
we have by no means completed our task through the initiatives already
under way. Nevertheless, it is an important beginning that will be continued
. by.fperhaps sometimes small/but hopefully in any case solid, steps. towards

the goal of w&%‘ving our own worldwide web that will unite Greeks no
matter where they live.

It goes without saying that we do not wish the relationship between
Greece and the Helienic Diaspora to be lopsided, and although we rejoice
at your success in your new countries, we do not want you to hesitate to

appeal tc your mother-country,_l_.r] should you ever be in need. | -
| o b Ve Leqe @\ w ud Zuciples of Fho

Erutpéyte pou va KASiOw TG OUVIONEG auTEQ okswelg [F4H

XWPIG pHeYAAeg efayyelieq 1 kKaBnouxaoTikéG UMOOXEOELG, Mépav Tou o) H,tlc
6Tt ot xaAenoi kaipoi pag divouv kat £€va aiolddofo privupa: Eav ta g [J
0éka enTd €Katoppupla Twv anavraxou EAAvwv epyacBolpe HE »
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BéBato 6Tt Ba MapadwWOOUNE OTIG enepxépsveq I:yeveéq €vav oxXupotepo irlfé (-'iqf;f’
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