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Greek greetings: President Jiang Zemin greets Greek Prime Minister Constantine Simitis in Beijing yesterday.

Sino-Hellenic ties race forward
By SHAO ZONGW EI

China Daily staff

P r e s id e n t  J ia n g  Z em in  
and  P rem ier Zhu Rongji yes
te r d a y  b o th  e x p re s s e d  
C hina’s w illingness to co-op
era te  w ith Greece in all fields, 
in c lu d in g  o rg a n iz in g  th e  
Olympic Games.

They made the rem arks in 
separate meetings w ith Greek 
Prim e M inister C onstan tine 
Simitis.

Zhu said th a t the two coun
tries should keep up the mo
m entum  of their contacts in an 
effort to fu rther promote un
derstanding and to work for a 
sound and balanced develop
m ent of bilateral economic and 
trade relations.

He to ld  h is  g u e s ts  th a t  
C hina and  Greece should go

beyond the  official level and 
encourage  people-to-people 
c o n ta c t  in  e x p an d ed  e x 
changes in  tourism , culture, 
science and  high technology, 
according to a spokeswoman 
w ith  th e  C h inese  F o re ig n  
Ministry.

The two countries can also 
join hands in organizing the 
Olympic Games and make the 
event a cultural occasion, Zhu 
added.

A th en s  w ill be th e  h o st 
c o u n try  of th e  O lym pic  
Gam es in  2004 while Beijing 
won the  bid to hold the  games 
in 2008.

Simitis arrived in Beijing on 
Sunday, m arking the first visit 
by a Greek prime m inister to 
China in 16 years. His six-day 
trip will also take him to the 
h isto ry -rich  city of Xi’an  in

N o rth w e s t C h in a  an d  th e  
n a t io n ’s com m ercia l hub , 
Shanghai.

Referring to the ancient cul
tu res of the two countries as a 
“bridge” of understanding be
tween them , Simitis said the 
common goal of the two coun
trie s  is to develop economic 
o p p o r tu n itie s  to  f u r th e r  
stren g th en  ties betw een the  
two.

G rea t o p p o rtu n itie s  s till 
abound for Greece and  China 
in  tra d e  and economic ties, 
said  Sim itis, adding th a t  h is 
country  is w illing to enhance 
exchanges w ith  C hina in  cul
tu re , tourism , agriculture and 
the  Olympic Games.

His vision holds great prom
ise, as the two countries, m ark
ing the  30 th  an n iv e rsa ry  of 
the ir diplomatic ties this year,

have conducted w hat Chinese 
President Jiang  Zemin has de
scribed as “fruitful” co-opera
tion in economy, trade, culture, 
science and technology in the 
past.

J ian g , du ring  a sep a ra te  
m eeting w ith Sim itis earlier 
yesterday, said th a t the Chi
nese Government attaches im 
portance to Sino-Greek friend
ship.

According to the  Chinese 
spokeswoman, Simitis told his 
Chinese hosts yesterday th a t 
Greece supported closer ties 
between the European Union 
(EU) an d  C h in a  now th a t  
China has achieved great suc
cess in economic and social de
velopment.

Greece will be the EU ro ta t
ing chairm an for the first half 
of next year.


