
Greek leader calls for air link
made steps by signing several agree
ments on tourism, economic cooper
ation and environmental cooper
ation,” Simitis said.

As for Turkey’s hopes of entering 
the European Union, Simitis would 
not object the idea in principle. But he 
stressed that Ankara should satisfy 
several conditions, such as having a 
competitive economy and stable cur
rency, as well as reduced public debt 
and deficits.

‘Turkey has not yet achieved 
criteria of the European Union con
cerning democracy, human rights 
and protection of minorities. So we 
cannot discuss the entry of Turkey 
now,” he said.

On the subject of the 2004 Olympic 
Games, which are to be hosted in 
Athens, Simitis appeared confident 
with the state of preparations, which 
have been a source of concern for the 
International Olympic Committee. 
“The preparations are progressing at 
a satisfactory pace,” Simitis said. “We 
have the same pace that Sydney had.”

The Greek leader added that the 
Olympic Games in Athens would 
represent a break from recent Games, 
which he characterized as “becoming 
too huge and too commercialized.”

Noting that his country has already 
started holding cultural events in 
anticipation of the Games, he said, 
‘We should control how big they are 
in order to have them in a human 
scale and to send different messages, 
such as friendship and mutual under
standing.”

By MASATO TAIN AKA 
and TAKESHI FUJITANI
The Asahi Shimbun

Greece and Japan could both 
benefit from a greater flow of people 
and capital between the two coun
tries, visiting Greek Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis told The Asahi 
Shimbun on Tuesday.

Simitis called for more Japanese 
investment, as well as for direct 
flights between Tokyo and Athens. 
“It’ll be useful to have an aviation link

between Japan and Greece,” he said.
Simitis added that Greek compan

ies should do more to raise the 
quality of their products—especially 
in the agricultural sector—and to 
adapt local methods when trying to 
make headway into the Japanese 
market.

On another important diplomatic 
front for Athens, Greece recently 
signaled a readiness to improve ties 
with archrival Turkey.

“The current relationship between 
Greece and Turkey is good, and we

ETSURO KONDO/ THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Costas Simitis
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