
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL 
(OSLO. NORWAY. 18-19 MAY 1998)

MAIN THEME: GLOBAL SOLIDARITY

The C ouncil m eeting of the Socialist In ternational in Oslo is dedicated  
to a coord inated  approach to today 's  challenges based u p o n  so lidarity  
betw een n a tio n s  an d  am ong peoples. G lobalisation has opened  n e w  
horizons an d  holds great po ten tia l, b u t the  m arke t forces an d  n e w  
technologies w hich p ropel it are b lin d  to social in justice  and  econom ic  
inequality  an d  deaf to the asp irations of the  m ajority  of the w o rld 's  
popu la tion  w ho  are being  left beh ind . G lobal change m u s t therefo re  be 
shaped so th a t all w ill have  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to benefit. This task  
requ ires the  jo in t efforts of peop le , political parries an d  g o v e rn m e n ts  
everyw here , gu ided  by a belief in  a com m on h u m an ity  and  in  
cooperation  w ith in  a fram ew ork  o f global solidarity .

H u m an isin g  global change and  en su rin g  tha t people com e first in th e  
new  w orld  w hich  is em erging m eans continued  and  de term ined  action  
o n  three in terconnected  fronts - the political, the h u m an ita rian  and  the 
econom ic.

The political d im e n s io n  in v o lv es  s treng then ing  dem ocracy an d  
defending  h u m a n  rights. P rogress has been m ade in  the area of 
dem ocratisation , b u t ho ld in g  free and  fair elections is on ly  the first step 
in  a process w hich  m u st be con tinua lly  fostered - in c lu d in g  w ith in  th e  
o ldest dem ocracies - so tha t peop le  at all levels of society have a 
constant voice in  the debates and  decisions by  w hich they  are governed . 
For dem ocracy to be susta ined , citizens m ust be able to h o ld  
g o v ernm en ts  accountable w ith in  a well function ing  ru le  of law  a n d  
th ro u g h  in s titu tio n s  an d  channels w hich  facilitate m ore direct p o p u la r  
partic ipation . A t the sam e tim e, too m any  countries still suffer u n d e r  
au th o rita ria n  ru le  of one type or ano ther and the  dem ocratic forces 
w ho strugg le  for peaceful tran sitio n  w ith in  them  m u st be able to re ly  
on u n sw erv in g  in te rn a tio n a l su p p o rt.

In this the year of the fiftie th  an n iversary  of the U N  U n iv e rsa l 
D eclaration on H u m an  Rights, w e reaffirm  th a t h u m a n  rights - 
political, civil, econom ic, social an d  cu ltu ral - are un iversa l an d  
indiv isib le . R ights-based in itia tiv es , w ith  heigh tened  em phasis o n  
econom ic, social and  cu ltu ra l righ ts, are  an in tegral co m ponen t of 
social dem ocracy 's reponse  to globalisation. Respect for political righ ts  
and civil liberties is necessary to ensure  the  p ro tec tion  of all o th e r  
rights. For exam ple, the  righ t of w orkers to organise and  form  u n io n s  
is essen tial for the defence of their econom ic rights. H u m an  righ ts 
m ust therefore  be o rom oted  in  a coord inated  m anner and  in co rpo ra ted  
into o th er activities such  as d ev e lo p m en t cooperation , peace-keeping 
and  o ther fo rm s of conflict-settlem ent.

The h u m a n ita r ia n  d im e n s io n  entails p rov id ing  tim ely and su sta ined  
su p p o rt for these  w ho  are the v ic tim s of oppression  and strife, a n d



p ro m o tin g  in itia tives for the p rev en tio n  an d  peaceful re so lu tio n  of 
v io len t s ituations. G reater efforts, s tronger m echan ism s an d  m o re  
rap id  responses are n eed ed  to enforce the G eneva C onv en tio n s  an d  
o th e r p e rtin en t in te rn a tio n a l law s d u rin g  arm ed  conflicts. N ew  an d  
m o re  effective in te rn a tio n a l s tru c tu res  for h u m a n ita r ia n  in itia tiv e s  
an d  for h o ld in g  accountable those responsib le  for inflicting  casualties 
on  civilians m u s t be created.

M ore a tten tio n  and g rea ter p rio rity  m u st be g iven  to p re v e n tiv e  
m easures in  o rder to iden tify  and  address po ten tia lly  volatile  situations 
before v io lence breaks o u t  The U n ited  N ations rem ain s  the m o s t 
im p o rtan t body for peace and  security  cooperation , b u t th e  
com plem en tary  role o f regional o rgan isations has p ro v en  to be 
effective an d  shou ld  be streng thened . Education for peace, confidence­
b u ild in g  m easures, the  p ro m o tio n  of d ia logue a n d  d is a rm a m e n t 
in itia tives in  bo th  the nuclear a n d  con v en tio n al categories m u s t be 
in ten sified .

The econom ic d im e n s io n  includes a w ar on  poverty , an d  in v e s tm e n t 
in  people, the  w orld 's  m ost v a luab le  resource. H igh  u n e m p lo y m e n t, 
u n d e rem p lo y m en t and  social exclusion constitu te  a severe th rea t to  
dem ocracy everyw here  and  are the resu lt of a form  of g lobalisation  
w hich  places econom ic in terests ahead  of social responsib ility  an d  is 
therefore u ltim ate ly  unsusta inab le . A political and  e th ical fram ew o rk  
based on inc lusion  an d  dem ocratising  econom ic change m u st be 
developed  to reverse the  w id en in g  gap betw een rich an d  po o r - b o th  
w ith in  and  be tw een  nations.

Such a fram ew ork  w o u ld  p ro v id e  for g rea ter in v e s tm en t in h u m a n  
capital, particu larly  in  the Helds of education , technical tra in ing  and  
health , based on enhanced  cooperation  betw een developed  and  
develop ing  countries. O nly  th ro u g h  a global d ev e lo p m en t p a rtn e rsh ip  
w ill poor peop le  and  p o o r countries have a chance to realise th e ir  
po ten tia l an d  m ake the ir w ay  in  an  in te rd ep en d en t w o rld .

P rogress o n  these three fronts req u ires  a concerted in te rn a tio n a l effort. 
The Socialist In te rn a tio n a l now  n u m b ers  139 m em ber parties w h ich  
com e from  every con tinen t an d  it has regional and th em atic  
com m ittees w hich  are actively w ork ing  th ro u g h o u t the w orld . G uided  
by ou r long-held  values o f liberty, justice and ‘equality , and u n ited  in  
global solidarity , w e rem ain  com m itted  to  the tasks at h an d  and  
hopeful tha t y e t m ore people  will join in  the effort.


