A CW  heours before the
LA accidental bomb explo-
sion which blasted away three
gers and the pabm of his
right haad and” led. to his
aue\l Dionysios Raragior us,
POf«.‘\,Nu of Pubiic Finance
at the Panteios school of
graduate studies in_ Athens,
was asked by a friend \ hy he
was p,vpmod to take such
encrmous risks in _upposing
the junta.

He replicd 1“1t couldn’t be
otherwise. We, the professors
and the plomaxl(mdl men, the
intellectual world, must take
the lead, Only in this way
wiil the rest follow.”

Resistance in Greece now-
straddles all social classes but
the point which troubles the
regime and is Clh])hd\hcl by
he show trial of 55 all"’e‘(l
members of Dcmocutxc
Defence which opened in
Athens yesterday is the zeal
and commitment of the highly
educated. For the Greek
population still regards the
highly educated as mnatural
gutdes and leaders.

Imagine, for exumple,
impact of a British trial
which twp senior
professors and retired
veneral were the principal
“afendants. This is precisely

> position in Greece. Along-
side Karagiorgas stand
General George Imddmdes. a
G9-year-old l'(:rmor Greek
representative to NATO and
a well-known leader writer,
and Professor George \Ian"-
hakis, the 48-yvear- old Pro-
fessor of law at the Univer-
city of Athens.

The indictment lists '35
people who will appear in
court and a further 200 who
are Greek nationals living
abroad and foreign nationals,
and gives their vecupations as
Clawyers,  judges, engineers,
university teachers, and
student leaders,

As  one indicted Greek
abroad said on secing the
front pages of the Athens
newspapers, complete  with
pre-srrest  pictures of con-
fident-looking men used to
publi i life : * At first glance
it fm, just  lJike the

,{;, ~u‘:-~-d of a new
mrmfy,“i’”\]"l'dwaun St
It sj0ds 130

the
in
Oxbridge

a

npu
Imn

View of defendants, with retived General George lordanides
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‘.\"'\-l’w\.(k‘".\’?’;"» v

CAMPBYLL

Indeed, the massive scale of
the trial and the unrestricted
publicity so far establish the
defendants as some kind of

alternative government and
set the seal” on their
ceedentials for the time
when the present military
regime crumbles.

The defendants, arrested
mainly in  three sweeps

hetween July, when Professor
Karagiorgas was injured by
the accidcntal explosion, and
October, are charzed with
:1ttemptmg, to overthrow the
regime by force, The leaders
face possible death sentiences

under a 23-year-old anti-
sedition law,
But the reégime faces a

series of delicate problems in
its handling of the trial. Will
the Greek people regard the
proceedings as an inspiring or
cautionary tale? Should the
sentences be light, showing
the confidence of the regime
and its lack of concern at
“trivial ” resistance activities
or should the court-martial
give punitive sentences ? Will
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extensive newspaper reports

confirm the vigilance and
efficiency of the security
services, or will they give

valuable lessons in what 1o do
and.what not to do when you
take on the junta ? Will the
trial he a primer in mistakes
to be avoided and a display
of the achievements possible
to  people: starting from
scrateh in opposition ?

In the indictment the
regime fries a Communist
smear and also shows its
concern at the growing accord
between the 1es15tancc nwove-
ments., The Left-wing Demo-
cratic Defence is said to have
had links with *the Commu-
nist - front organisation,
Patriotic Front,” and “ the
illegal Left-wing organisation,
the Panhellenlc Liberation
Movement,” led by Professor
Andreas Papandreou, And one
defendant, John  Starakis,
correspondent of a Irench

newspaper, who had a break-
down after “ Falanga ” torture

while in custody,
have been

is said to
“recruited into




both Democratic Defence and
the Patriotic Front.”

General Jordanides is des-
cribed as “ holding the chair-
manship of the cenfral com-
mittee of Democratic Defence
from May - 1969,” and as
having held meetings at his
hoine and elsewhere Attonded
by . George Kouvelakis, a
Judge now in Paris, Nikolaos
Constantopoulos, a student
leader, Panagiotis Tsangara-
kis, an elecirical engineer,
and Demosthenes Konaris, a
student leader, and others.

The indictment acknowl-
O(iges the eminence of Profes-
sor Manghakis by noting “ the
persuasion .and the influence
exercised on them (other
members of - Democratic
Defence) by ‘reason of his
authority as proféssor in the
law school of Athens
University.”

Professor Karagirorgas,
who has suffered gravely in
custody and has heen denied
adequate medical treatment,
is said to have joined the
resistance “ animated by left-

hd\O part'pxpa’ted, in} a
leading capacity in a han
dy namltcrs.”

Others named are Atha a-
sios Filias, electrical engineer
and brother of the economist
Vassilis [Filias now serving a
long sentence for his opposi-
tion to t{he regime, who
“ demonstrated the handling
of hombs . to the dyna-

miters,” and Charalambos
Protopappas, lawyer and
president of the Sgeial-
Democrat League, who was
¥, ammatcd b) Communist
ideas.”

Christos Rokophoulos, a

lawyer, is said to have worked
with one other person in plac-
ing a bomb at the offices of
Esso-Pappas, the firm run by
a well-known pro-junta
husinessman.  Vietor- P
zis, a publisher. is désc
as having “ made privale
vacht available for the !frans-
port of explesive and other
materials fronr Italy to meet
the needs of the organis: ».mn"

his

And i one tiny but telling

illiberal gesture, the indict-
ment deseribes one of the
foreign defendants, -Jules

Dassin, the film director and
husband of Melina Mercouri,
not as an American citizen
but as “an American Jew.”
If the régime's handling of
the trial misfives, the roles of
prosecutor . and defendant
could be reversed. What kind
of regime forces men with so
much to give to a democratic
society into  the dock as
members of an illezal organi-
sation ? Is it a regiine which
deser\‘es to survive ?
Already two members of
the old democratic establish-
ment have stenped forward
to act as defence lawyers, and
woll.known  politicians have
vffered to appear as defence
witnesses. And already the
regime has roused foreign
concern but dimnished
kinowledge abroad of the trial
Ly refusing entry, vesterday
morning, to a four-man Par-
llamentary  delegation  of
observers from Scandinavia.




