By CAMPBELL PAGE

Greek police interrogating defendants in a show trial of 34 alleg

5

resistance workers, going on in Athens, are said to have cifered ch
.recruitment into the Greek military intelligence service in Europe. Thcir

-‘}ask was executing leaders of the Greek resistance living abroad.

The claim is made in a document written in French in very small handwriting
on one sheet ¢f paper and was smuggled out of the notorious Averoff prison shortly
hefore the Democratic Defence trial opened on Friday. The handwriiing and
signature have been pesitively identified as belonging to one of the defendantis but
the statement represenis their ecommon experiences.

The statement clearly shows the regime’s efforts to produce a highly manipulated
show trial and also emphasises the sufferings of the prisoners who were submitted

to interrogation by three
different arms of the security
services.
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The signature has been blacked out - and in the presence of officers
from the intelligence service,

(the military intelligence
vice) in KEurope bput with|
hostages left behind in Greece
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exhaustion (at: ESA).

The
prisoner is made to walk non-
stop in his cell under the

without food, drink, or sleep.
He is beaten on every change
of guard, every two to three

hours. Very rapidly, thirst
and imsomnia produce hallu-

cinations. At the end of six
or seven days the prisoner
becomes deranged, his nails
become loose. . . .7

« Hallucinatory drugs, mainly
4t the Gendarmerice station of
Nea Ionia. They are employed
| for up to 15 days continuously,
|
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with the result that the pri-
soner becomes like ar animal
and loses all conirol of res-
ponsibility. Secondary, effects
nervous depression, attemp-
tod suicide (two cases).”

14 “_Z',n’.'n,p:g with cigarettes (at
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Under the heading, * Condi-
of detention: terror,
| Gehumanisation, blackmail,” the
i decument describes the
{attemipts to recruit prisoners
j i k ailitary intelligence and
| Li=hoother pressures.

« Systematic ‘terrorisation of
prisoners. who are sometimes
registered under false names.
Refusal to notify families (of

a.arrests). Continuous threats to

men and women of sexual tor-
tures. -

“Dehumanisation : prolonged
solitary confinement for five to
six months and sometimes
longer. Without clean linen,
cigarettes, scap, without sun-
light and often drugged, the
prisoner may lose all conscious-
ness of reality and even of his
own existence,

“ Blackmail : threats to sub-
mit the wives of prisoners 1o
the same tortures they have suf-
fered themselves and in front
of them. Threats of rape, execu-
tion, disappearance.”

The document closes by
referring to the suspension of
visiting rights granted by signed
agreement to the International
Red Cross last November. The
suspension was applied in mid-
Tebruary and the timing may
be significant in a regime which
was preparing a show {trial to
open in March.

The final paragraph says:

“The offcers of the Military
Police have often spoken with
cynicism about the manner in
which they had assigned respon-
sibilities to the prisoners for
the trial, and about the manner

.in which they would conduct a

managed campaign in the press
to prepare public. opinion for:
the revelations of torture, or at
least to justify them.” ;
‘A group of Greeks describing

themselves as the “ 20th of « |
October Movement” yesterday”

claimed responsibility for explo-
sions in Athens at the weekend.
Their message said :

“« At the moment when the
junta strikes in Athens the 34
patriots in the illegal court
martial, a group belonging to
the *Movement of the 20th of
October® has placed three
bombs which exploded in
different parts of Athens and
Piraeus. This act . . . was to
show their solidarity with the
patriots now under trial and
with {heir decision to overthrow
the military regime and install
a popular sovereignty based on
the revolutionary forces of the
Greek people.”
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says, have been through
separate interrogations at the
hands of the three branches of
the police—from the dungeons
of the General Security Police
in Bouboulinas_Strect, to the
Military Police Headquarters in
Queen Sophia’s Avenue opposite
the Hilton Hotel and next to the
| American Embassy in the heart
of Athens, and finally to the
Gendarmerie’s establishment in
the suburb of Nea Ionia.
Multiple interrogation  pro-
duqes its own absurdities. “ An
cach. branch of the police tries
to ‘prove’ the rdle which" it
wants the prisoner toassuine
at the trial. In s manner' it
has frequently happened that
several people have confessed
to the same act of resistance.
The prosecuter will therefore
be free to choose.” :
Four principal methods of
torture - are listed - “by the
prisoners :
1-“The most common is the
“falanga.” The soles' of the
feet are. struck continu-
ously with a club. The shees|
are left on so that the priso-
ner’s feet do not crack. From
time to time the prisoner is
made to jump on. the spot to
restore circulation and feel-
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