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volition until the middle of this 
year, and technically remains a 
member of the Council · of 
Europe until January 1, 1971, 
the Committee urged Greece, to 
abolish torture and maltreat
ment of prisoners, and to restore 
human rights and fundamental 
freedom without delay.

But because Greece—when it 
voluntarily withdrew from the 
Council of Europe at the Com
mittee of Ministers meeting in 
December, and at other times— 
has denounced the basis of the 
Council, the contents of the 
report, and the soundness of the 
Human Rights Commission, the 
committee also saw no point in 
prescribing a period within 
which the guilty country should 
lake remedial measures.

U n j u s t i f i e d
Greece was declared to be 

unjustified under article 15 of 
the convention—which allows

having ratified the Human 
Rights Convention itself, it felt 
unable to vole on a report by 
the Commission. The French 
delegate later explained that 
France condemned violation of 
human rights in Greece and 
hoped for. the return of the rule 
of law.

Cyprus, which traditionally 
does not wish to appear to be 
meddling in'Greek affairs, pro
vided the only 'other abstention 
at the meeting, where 17 coun
tries were represented. Turkey 
was not deterred by any similar 
reason of discretion from voting 
for the resolution.

M. Jean - Jacques Servais 
Schreibef, leader of the French 
Radical'Party, arriving for his 
own press conference, swept 
through tiie sunny hall of the 
Maison de l’Europe like a con
fident Pied Piper, as well he 
might after returning from 
Greece on Monday with the

members to suspend certain pro- composer Mikis Theodorakis. 
visions ot the convention “ in Pie welcomed the Committee’s 
lime of war or other public resolution as “ sensible and 
emergency threatening the life positive,” but developed his own 
of the nation.” line less by attacking the US

! U

than by enthusiastically, prais
ing the moral power of Europe : 
the resolution was a manifesta
tion of the European con
science, but the Council of 
Europe should grasp the fact 
that American influence in 
Greece, the US’s principal 
Mediterranean base, and else
where was a threat to Europe 
and the whole world, and should 
act on it.

M. Sefvan-Schreiber said the 
timetable for his next visit to 
Athens was fixed, but he could 
not yet divulge it.

V io latio n s
The Committee of Ministers 

found Greece had violated 
articles of the Human Rights 
Convention that prohibited 
torture and inhuman or degrad
ing treatment and discrimina
tion and that guaranteed the 
right to liberty and security, 
to a fair trial, to privacy, family 
life, home and correspondence, 
freedom of thought,· opinion, 
and expression, freedom of 
assembly and association, the 
right to an effective remedy, 
and the right to free elections.

Greece had not viola! :£ 
articles guaranteeing the right, 
to property and prohibiting the 
retroactive use of the criminal 
law.

The Committee, attended by 
Mr George Thompson for 
Britain, urged the Greek 
Government to restore human 
rights, to abolish torture and 
ill-treatment immediately, and 
to release prisoners detained 
under administrative order— 
these are the thousands of 
people unaffected by Mr Papa- 
dopoulos’s recently announced 
amnesty.

It also endorsed a schedule 
of proposals from the Human 
Rights Commission calling for 
an independent judiciary, 
limitations of courts-martial, 
closer control of the police, and 
free elections as soon as 
possible.

M. Gaston Thorn, the Luxem
bourg Foreign Minister, who is 
president of the Committee r 
Ministers, said afterwards that 
the committee had taken recent 
measures in Greece into 
account. The present resolution 
was “ a sanction,” and Greece 
could return to the Council of 
Europe. “ If all we ask is done, 
Greece’s return will be very 
quick.”
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The report of the European 
Human Rights Commission on 
torture and the general situa
tion in Greece is impressive in 
its thoroughness and damning 
in its conclusions.

, In its four volumes, reaching 
1,100 pages of text, and 37 pages 

i of evocative pictures of the 
! notorious fourth itoor of the 

headquarters of the Security 
Police in Boubouiiiws Street

and severe beatings of all parts 
of the body—are the common
est forms of torture described, 
in evidence to the commission.

But other f o r m s  also 
appeared. “ For example, the 
application of electric shock., 
squeezing of the head in a vice, 
pulling out the hair from the 
head or pubic region, of kicking 
of the male genital organs, ■putting water on the bead, and ui ·.'-·■«·>».”
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frequently named 'as a scene of 
torture by -detainees, the com
mission said that it was told 
that the revving, of a-motorcycle 
engine was· often heard at the 
same time as the crios.n£
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ago by complaints ...... !iSt
, C r r icc  from tin· t'Yamhnavian 
(and Dutch Governments.

Two c o n c i u  s i ons ,  wliich 
enabled the committee of Minis
ters of the Council of Europe 
to act so firmly against Greece 
today, are : “ The Commission 
lias found it established beyond- 
doubt, that torture or ill-treat
ment contrary to Article 3 had 
been inflicted in a number of 
cases.” And later : “ The res
pondent Government has not 
satisfied the commission by the 
evidence submitted that there 
was a public emergency threat
ening the life of the Greek 
nation.”

The first of these conclusions 
enabled the Ministers to con
firm what, has been widely 
believed in Western Europe. 
The second enabled the com
mittee to sweep aside the 
Greek defence under Article 15 
of the Human Rights Conven
tion enabling member states to 
suspend certain provisions 
guaranteeing human rights.

The commission records 213 
claims of torture. It examined 
.30 cases in detail, found 11 of 
these proved, and noted another 
17 needing further investiga
tion.

In its report it records 
obstruction by the Greek Gov
ernment, the Government’s 
failure to remedy present con
ditions, and official tolerance of 
police methods. Falanga—the 
beating of the sole of the feet-—-

Greece now denounces the 
Council of Europe and the 
European Human Rights Coin- 
mission for partiality anti preju
dice. Nevertheless it thought 
differently when it submitted a 
stream of letters making 38 
pages of evidence, to persuade 
the Council of Europe that the 
invoking of Article 15 was 
justified.

It is interesting to see the 
regime calling on its historical 
argument—that the coup had to 
happen in order to save the body 
politic. The Greeks claimed 
that, “ it was natural that the 
necessity—a most vital necessity 
—should arise for a radical 
cure, and this necessity was 
met at the most critical moment 
by., the resolution of April 21, 
1907.”

In its examination of the 
fourth floor of headquarters of 
the Security Police in Athens,
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Jays he was manacled with lv.s : 
hands behind his back and in i 
that time given nothing to eat 1 
or drink.

He gives his own description I 
of his experu tee at a military 
camp : “ There they shaved my 
head and made me eat my hair. 
For many hours in a large 
room 10 men were heating me 
all over the body and especially 
on the head and in the stomach 
. . . because of the beatings on 
the soles of my feet I could not 
walk for ten days. They took 
off four of my toe nails. They 
burnt my finger nails with 
cigarettes. They staged a mock 
execution. They tortured me by 
letting water drip on my brow. 
After this I was kept for a week 
in a place next to the torture 
place where I could hear the 
screaming of those being tor
tured all througli the night.”
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A LEXANDROUS PAN A-

rk  GOULIS, the soldier who 
is under sentence of death 
for plotting to assassinate 
the Greek Prime Minister, 
tried to kill himself yester
day.

Panagoulis, the only Grceit 
to be sentenced to death 
since the army seized power

three years ago, was taken to 
hospital in Athens suffering 
from burps. Apparently he 
set .fire to his mattress and 
blankets in an an attempt at 
suicide.

Panagoulis was sentenced 
to death in November, 1338. 
He was also charged with 
desertion from the Greek 
army in 10fi7.
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French Radical Party, of^sce . 
ing to whitewash cne txi.oCA 
colonels.

H was at the request of the 
students that Servan-Schreibcr 

l!io visit to A (hens from 
he.-' rc-t 11 r ,-d \vith the 

...■ ·.: :f is 'I heodiirakis. In 
">t.-u-nT-nt, the associa- 

lid that· st was de!t;jhte.l ,

organisations and personalities 
in France, among them M„. Scr- 
van-Schvciber," to save the Hie 
of Professor Karayorgas had 
succeeded.

P ro fo u n d  joy
The unexpected arrival of 

Theodorakis in Servan-Schrei- 
ber’s aircraft had given pro
found joy to all members of the 
association and to the anti- 
Fascist Greek community in 
Paris.

But the association considered 
that the statement on Greece’s 
place in Europe, and on his own 
political position, which Servan- 
Schreibef had attributed to the 
composer, were “ incompatible ” 
with the political attitude of , 
Theodorakis . “ which · is well 
known and which he will soon 
express himself.”

Also the association believed . 
that, by his recent statement, 
-Servan-Sehreiber had tried to 
“ whitewash ” the colonels on 
the eve of the meeting of the 
Council of Europe. It denounced 
the attempt to distinguish thi* 
regime of the colonels from its 
natural ally which was Ameri
can imperialism. TheAitruggle 
of the Greek peopic\against 
dictatorship found expression in 
the double combat against the 
Greek Government and against 
its international supporters.
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