
Public expenditure on labour market policy measures
(% of GDP)

Public expenditure on labour market policy measures is explicitly devoted to unemployed, 
employed at risk, and inactive persons who would like to enter the labour market. Total 
expenditure includes two main groups of measures: Total categories 2-7 - Expenditure on 
active programmes involving training, job rotation/job sharing, employment incentives, 
integration of the disabled, direct job creation and start-up incentives, and total categories 8-9 
- Expenditure on passive programmes such as "out-of-work income maintenance" (mostly 
unemployment benefits) and "early retirement".
For more information... f  For dow nloading th e  com ple te  tab le  in T S V  fo rm a t -

see manual

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

J Oo Total categories 2-7

EU (27 countries)

EU (15 countries) 0.801 <s> 0.758 <s> 0.736 <e> 0.738 <s> 0.705 (s) 0.628 <s> 0.545 <s>

Belgium 1.074 0.996 0.972 <e> 0.966 <e> 0.869 <e> 0.990 <e> 0.916 0.852 <e>

Bulgaria 0.472 <e> 0.440

Czech Republic 0.117 <s> 0.116 <s> 0.132 0.122

Denmark 1.643 1.831 <e> 1.666 <e> 1.629 1.650 1.517(e) 1.524 <e> 1.433

Germany (includinç 
ex-GDR from 1991) 0.955 1.070 0.988 0.957 1.037 0.951 0.857 <e> 0.616 <s>

Estonia 0.048 0.041 <e> 0.047

Ireland 0.928 <e> 0.867 0.787 <e> 0.722 (e> 0.636 0.589 0.495 0.481 <e>

Greece 0.269 0.258 0.274 0.186 & 0.098 <s> 0.155 <s> 0.061 <s>

Spain 0.498 0.632 <e> 0.659 <e> 0.605 <e> 0.562 0.561 0.550 0.583

France 0.985 1.046 (e) 1.013 (e) 0.956 <e> 0.901 <e) 0.819 ^ 0.722 0.664

Italy 0.483 <s> 0.538 <s> 0.546 0.608 0.643 <e) 0.665 <e> 0.532 0.461

Latvia 0.085 0.076 0.148

Lithuania 0.152 0.154 0.147

Luxembourg (Gran 
Duché)

d-

Hungary 0.204 0.197

Netherlands 0.923 <s> 0.922 1.083 <e> 1.119 1.137 1.153 0.907 <e> 0.852 <e>

Austria 0.325 0.408 0.385 0.427 0.407 0.450 <e> 0.433 0.458 <e>

Poland 0.359

Portugal 0.394 0.317 <e> 0.354 <e> 0.466 0.427 <e> 0.510 <e> 0.545 0.517 <e>

Romania 0.109 0.103 0.097

Slovakia 0.071 0.170

Finland 0.996 <e> 0.910 <e> 0.746 <e) 0.675 <e> 0.692 <e> 0.735 <e> 0.767 <e> 0.711

Sweden 2.222 1.978 <e> 1.532 1.440 1.368 1.033 1.005 1.097

United Kingdom 0 .198<e) 0.199 <e> 0.161 <e> 0.160 0.157 <e> 0.154 (e) 0.116 <e>

Norway 0.597 0.494 <e> 0.515 <e> 0.567 0.666 0.646 0.617 <e>

J o
Total categories 8-9

EU (27 countries)

EU (15 countries) 1.392 <e> 1.248(s) 1.230 <e> 1.325 <e> 1.415 (e) 1.426 <e> 1 413 (e)

Belgium 2.465 2.344 2.148 2.206 2.329 2.468 2.394 2.363

http://epp.eurostat.ee.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1996,39140985&_dad=portal&_s


Bulgaria 0.264 0.218

Czech Republic 0.277 <s> 0.308 0.254 0.242

Denmark 2.936 <e> 2.567 <e> 2.381 (e) 2.273 <e> 2.310 <e> 2.662 <e> 2.673 <e> 2.514 <e>
Germany (including 
ex-GDR from 1991) 2.267 2.111 1.889 1.924 2.140 2.283 2.323 2.346

Estonia 0.194 0.177 0.120

Ireland 1.458 1.088 0.778 0.688 0.787 0.886 0.903 0.833

Greece 0.446 0.431 0.391 0.362 <e> 0.407 <e> 0.445 0.438

Spain 1.623 (e) 1.440 <e> 1.347 <e> 1.370 1.471 <e> 1.454 <e> 1.493 1.455 (e)

France 1.539 1.516 1.378 1.410 1.578 1.727 1.707 1.625

Italy 0.739 0.670 0.619 <s> 0.608 0.661 0.646 0.739 0.816

Latvia 0.374 0.381 0.324

Lithuania 0.157 0.110 0.123

Luxembourg (Gran 
Duché)

i -
0.619 0.501 0.432 0.466 0.500 0.600 0.653 0.672

Hungary 0.358 0.374 0.391

Netherlands 2.316 2.009 2.035 1.747 1.767 1.971 2.088 2.021

Austria 1.413 1.313 1.172 1.182 1.248 1.369 1.401 1.507

Poland 0.859

Portugal 0.805 <e> 0.824 0.976 1.150 <e> 1.089 1.150 1.288

Romania 0.538 0.488 0.357

Slovakia 0.338 0.269

Finland 2.558 2.322 2.076 1.954 2.018 2.058 2.033 1.903

Sweden 1.809 1.664 1.360 1.063 1.036 1.209 1.320 1.198

United Kingdom 0.407 0.360 0.303 0.263 0.250 0.230 0.188 0.187

Norway 0.486 0.459 0.502 0.540 0.661 0.864 0.842 0.854

(:) Not available 

(s) Eurostat estimate 

(e) Estimated value

Footnotes... Online support 

Source: Eurostat (LMP data collection)

http://epp.eurostat.ee.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid-l


Labour market policy expenditure in active measures by type
(million EUR)

Total labour market policy expenditure on active measures refers to public expenditure on programmes targeted at 
unemployed, employed at risk and inactive persons who would like to enter the labour market. The coverage 
includes six categories of measures: training for unemployed and groups at risk, job rotation/job sharing, employment 
incentives, integration of the disabled, direct job creation and start-up incentives.
For more information... S p  For dow nloading th e  com ple te  tab le  in T S V  fo rm a t - see manual

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

L
Total category 2 - Training

EU (27 countries)

EU (15 countries) 27290.76 <s>27029.21 <e>26036.75 <e>28006.15 <s>26845.94 <s>24799.57 <s>21867.03 <s>

Belgium 365.33 365.85 393.47 <e> 434.62 <e> 479.92 491.85 560.90 608.06

Bulgaria 11.93 <e> 14.36

Czech Republic 11.62 12.55 14.74 13.29

Denmark 1090.64 <e> 1279.95 1217.51 <e> 1185.04 <e> 1131.50 <e> 967.26 <e> 1061.16 <e> 1059.46 <e>
Germany (including ex-GDR  
from 1991) 8593.08 9854.84 9957.45 10370.87 11658.28 9888.04 8033.43 (e) 5579.56 (e>

Estonia 3.43 3.00 3.72

Ireland 196.30 214.89 231.45 265.58 288.68 338.60 311.39 342.07 <e>

Greece 175.38 (e) 204.77 54.13 (e) 143.21 <s> 30.65 (s) 57.10 <s> 71.20 (s)

Spain 819.06 1016.55 1055.46 985.36 868.79 879.45 1026.11 1334.39

France 5452.01 <e> 5272.40 (e) 5335.01 (e> 4912.08 <e> 4543.66 <e> 4806.67 5082.35 4927.26(e)

Italy 2853.78(s) 3074.10 <s> 2738.00 2333.94 2859.18 3355.35 3058.78 2838.78

Latvia 2.81 3.73 13.18

Lithuania 11.21 11.13 10.77

Luxembourg (Grand-Duché)

Hungary 58.84 37.35 34.34

Netherlands 331.94 381.72 489.46 (e) 760.47 1025.94 1411.16 706.92 <e> 723.17 <e>

Austria 413.16 567.21 520.07 575.16 592.39 701.14 <e> 693.29 <e> 799.67 <e)

Poland 250.38

Portugal 39.74 <e> 233 .53 (e) 274.39 <e) 249.77 <e> 232.52 <e> 374.90 (e) 414.92 430.72

Romania 5.04 5.28 9.13

Slovakia 3.37 9.29

Finland 616.06 581.52 494.40 439.08 477.09 509.02 606.96 580.57

Sweden 2871.53 <e> 2161.86 1758.51 1680.05 1597.19 991.65 912.29 981.13

United Kingdom 2094.23 <e> 2339.81 (e) 1767.99 <e> 2087.37 (e) 2078.00 <e) 2247.33 <e) 1559.44 <e>

Norway 547.87 561.03 580.98 652.23 784.08 847.65 841.32 891.35

J j n Total category 3 - Job rotation and job sharing

EU (27 countries) 342.48 <e>

EU (15 countries) 1t66.85 <s> 493.15 <s> 472.49 517.75 158.94 <e> 217.59 226 .35<e> 342.48 <e>

Belgium 185.10 236.54 288.40 327.21 - - -

Bulgaria - -

Czech Republic - -

Denmark 4.85 1.36 - -

Germany (including ex-GDR  
from 1991)

; (n) 9.36 <e> 28.24 29.17 <e> 20.17 <e>

Estonia -

Ireland - - - -
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Greece - -

Spain 3.90 20.89 26.45 27.11 28.54 56.48 70.27 77.22

France - -

Italy 14.71 11.94 19.51 25.19 22.36 24.08 33.55 32.61

Latvia - - -

Lithuania - - -

Luxembourg (Grand-Duché) - - - -

Hungary - - -

Netherlands 0.22 0.22 <s> 0.14 0.15 0.24 0.37 0.38 -

Austria 0.04 0.34 0.59 0.29 0.16 0.34 0.28 0.16

Poland : (n)

Portugal - 0.18 0.03 0.05 0.06 0.01 0.00

Romania -

Slovakia -

Finland 70.98 75.87 71.37 79.64 70.51 88.50 75.82 74.42

Sweden 187.04 <e> 146.00 65.84 58.13 27.73 19.51 16.88 137.90

United Kingdom - - - -

Norway 17.05 2.04 0.33 0.12 0.50 0.19 0.24 0.01

|i Total category 4 - Employment incentives

EU (27 countries)

EU (15 countries) 11860.03(e) 12436.21 <e>14075.42 <e>14724.22 <e>14151.12 <e>12997.73 <e>13390.95 <s)

Belgium 599.74 367.91 369.86 375.42 427.63 583.65 <e) 472.79 498.66

Bulgaria 6.34 8.87

Czech Republic 28.25 27.74 41.12 41.47

Denmark 700.24 <e> 813.18 <e> 860.43 <e) 952.71 <e> 984.66 (e) 933.14 <e> 930.28 (e) 928.80 <e>

Germany (including ex-GDR 
from 19911 1145.39 1573.08 1734.59 1951.63 2244.48 2400.05 1867.54 <e> 1152.28 <s>

Estonia 0.24 0.46 0.91

Ireland 95.46 <e> 118.50 137.80 <e> 106.39 151.27 137.84 106.35 85.17 <e>

Greece 68.47 <s> 117.03 <e> 88.06 <e> 300.62 <e> 104.52 <e> 61.04 <e> 102.07 <e> 37.05

Spain 1022.42 1572.08 <e> 1738.98 <e> 1679.67 1757.61 1902.47 1998.84 <e> 2629.49

France 2741.81 <e> 3114.26 (e) 2588.21 <e> 2453.93 <e> 2121.17 1681.19 (e) 1974.95 2147.07 <e>

Italy 1690.81 2011.51 <e> 2690.71 3851.09 4673.75 <e) 4486.35 3453.02 2876.45

Latvia 1.22 2.03 1.94

Lithuania 6.38 7.15 8.85

Luxembourg (Grand-Duché) 8.22 12.09 11.78 <e> 12.57 <e> 15.07 <e) 19.06 <e> 35.28 <e> 54.99 <*)

Hungary 83.98 89.08

Netherlands 189.67 259.87 267.41 250.42 210.91 155.37 133.12 884.33

Austria 82.70 115.11 135.28 181.00 128.15 136.74 132.26 129.41

Poland 106.31

Portugal 83.50 (e) 50.46 49.12 <e) 238.80 (e> 235.36 <e> 216.62 <e> 249.57 233.56 <e>

Romania 29.10 36.34 39.90

Slovakia 2.61 10.56

Finland 71.57 126.58 152.38 154.80 152.00 186.00 186.33 174.09

Sweden 816.40 1331.93 1220.93 1104.26 1161.98 1069.46 1167.10 1304.86

United Kingdom 276.42 <e> 390.66 <e> 462.12 355.66 <e> 182.13 <e> 188.23 <e> 254.74 (e>

Norway 64.25 48.59 56.50 58.90 68.11 98.94 93.27 80.99

Ob Total category 5 - Integration of the disabled

--------------- 1-------------------1------------------ 1--------------- 1--------------- 1 1 1



EU (27 countries)
EU (15 countries) 6720.85 <e> 7309.32 <e> 8495.08 <e> 8871.62 <e> 9681.60 <e> 9989.04 <e>10013.37 9296.05 (e)

Belgium 265.95 275.51 302.75 <e> 302.75 <e> 303.30 <e> 309.23 312.06 358.78

Bulgaria - 1.88

Czech Republic 27.32 <s> 27.99 <s> 28.82 34.99

Denmark 441.12 662.07 708.94 <e> 775.79 <e> 927.57 <e> 958.13 <e> 997.04 995.45
Germany (including ex-GDR  
from 1991) 2160.79 2413.95 2605.13 2863.38 3216.89 3310.77 3245.65 <e> 2824.20 <e)

Estonia - - -

Ireland 1.81 2.06 1.41 2.48 2.64 10.98 9.62 14.17

Greece - - - - -

Spain 261.46 330.18 371.70 359.69 393.50 504.33 562.67 175.69

France 785.46 837.64 862.85 914.72 984.00 1041.55 1060.52 1128.17

Italy - - - -

Latvia - - 0.92

Lithuania 0.27 0.28 0.28

Luxembourg (Grand-Duché) 0.23 0.25 0.28 0.31 1.67 1.33 2.23 2.76

Hungary - - -

Netherlands 1752.52 1742.52 2501.00 <e> 2619.50 2807.89 2816.97 2728.36 2702.50

Austria 51.93 41.28 63.77 78.48 80.75 73.53 90.39 86.89

Poland 391.96

Portugal 6.74 9.04 35.83 49.67 53.30 59.13 58.58 56.94

Romania - -

Slovakia 0.14 3.36

Finland 91.34 <e> 96.86 <e> 104.56 (e) 123.54 <e> 137.40 <e> 144.02 <e> 149.22 <e> 152.59 <e>

Sweden 747.76 <e> 738.58 <e> 753.09(e) 610.80 642.50 605.09 635.99 633.58

United Kingdom 153.75 <e> 159.40 183.76 170.50 130.19 <e> 153.97 <e> 161.04 164.33 <e)

Norway 121.20 135.53 138.35 120.55 164.19 250.23 277.04 348.73

J p
Total category 6 - Direct job creation

EU (27 countries)

EU (15 countries) 16937.39 <s> 15823.58 14790.81 (e) 14519.07 <e>12773.08 <e) 10286.52 <e> 7760.83 <e>

Belgium 1027.90 1122.91 1086.76 1054.35 1103.73 1320.70 <e) 1295.45 1067.58

Bulgaria 72.41 <e> 67.86

Czech Republic 23.18 21.51 26.13 28.17

Denmark 247.78 201.25 99.24 <e> 6.16 <e> 3.74 1.90 (e) 0.22 0.21 <e>

Germany (including ex-GDR 
from 1991) 6105.98 6929.03 5324.38 4224.14 4015.43 <e> 3090.65 2852.26 <e> 2193.72 <e>

Estonia 0.01 <e> 0.04 <e> -

Ireland 393.17 407.84 416.32 413.77 383.61 330.68 303.01 333.37

Greece - - - -

Spain 408.51 521.17 669.70 725.71 692.76 709.88 677.23 595.27

France 3979.96 5056.34 <e> 5773.75 <e> 5987.12 <e> 6245.07 <e> 5451.41 3791.09 3090.12

Italy 666.55 796.55 602.64 556.86 450.21 369.91 135.51 145.07

Latvia 4.43 2.74 3.24

Lithuania 7.21 9.32 10.50

Luxembourg (Grand-Duché) 3.38 <s> 3.37 <s> 3.32 3.33 6.95 6.98 7.54 6.26

Hungary 47.34 41.78 51.52

Netherlands 1047.89 <s> 1176.74 1267.32 1378.21 1245.71 1113.62 871.86 -

Austria 71.36 86.84 84.29 80.75 89.08 95.61 96.78 92.96

Poland 61.35



Portugal 56.37 55.97 59.99 54.08 52.28 51.44 57.98 45.53

Romania 23.11 20.43 28.07

Slovakia 11.64 23.09

Finland 289.66 219.15 149.12 133.53 145.26 129.14 127.83 106.37

Sweden 157.47 174.40 96.03 7.13 - -

United Kingdom 185.84 <e> 190.71 <e> 165.65 <e> 85.24 101.16 69.77 (e> 84.36 <e>

Norway 139.89 139.08 121.75 147.17 139.60 127.56 128.10 169.52

h i
Total category 7 - Start-up incentives

EU (27 countries)

EU (15 countries) 1198.34 <e> 1448.25 <e> 1780.18 (e> 2225.37 <e> 1995.17 <e> 3124.08 <e> 4194.91 <e> 3396.18 <s>

Belgium 5.37 4.37 6.79 7.30 12.37 12.63 10.98 10.99 <e>

Bulgaria 1.77 1.45

Czech Republic 3.10 4.43 4.37 3.82

Denmark 65.42 29.64 5.81 0.15 - -

Germany (including ex-GDR  
from 1991) 633.76 759.80 750.35 804.57 1081.27 1841.13 2886.54 <e> 2039.25 <s>

Estonia 0.41 0.37 0.57

Ireland 44.53 41.91 35.36 <e> 54.90 <e) - - : (n)

Greece 27.21 24.21 <e> 32.28 <e> 9.68 <e) 18.83 60.42 <e> 101.16 <e> 2.40

Spain 159.51 207.21 291.05 340.00 354.43 337.57 282.39 462.95

France 10.53 (e> 15.18 <e> 38.38 <e> 39.80 <e) 53.25 <e> 84.88 <e> 65.26 (e) 64.31 (e)

Italy 24.29 169.70 448.56 827.46 326.23 649.93 711.22 660.47

Latvia - -

Lithuania 0.01 0.01 0.00

Luxembourg (Grand-Duché) 0.09 0.09 0.05 0.07 0.06 0.24 0.13 0.15

Hungary 5.09 4.48 0.00

Netherlands - - -

Austria 0.90 5.31 6.23 7.17 8.07 10.32 8.96 13.42

Poland 65.82

Portugal 30.49 12.63 12.88 10.38 5.43 4.91 4.61 3.64

Romania 0.24 0.38 0.36

Slovakia 6.14 18.56

Finland 19.42 17.26 15.18 13.98 14.72 16.09 22.32 29.88

Sweden 172.39 154.87 127.41 100.27 112.87 98.53 93.05 99.55

United Kingdom 4.44 6.07 9.84 <e> 9.65 7.63 7.44 8.31 9.19

Norway 4.33 4.44 <e> 5.20 <e> . (n) 2.69 5.24 6.13

(:) Not available
(-) 'Not applicable' or 'Real zero' or 'Zero by default' 
(s) Eurostat estimate 
(e) Estimated value 
(n) Not significant

Footnotes... Online support 

Source: Eurostat (LMP data collection)



Labour market policy expenditure in passive measures by type
(million EUR)

Total labour market expenditure on passive measures refers to public expenditure on out-of-work 
income maintenance (mostly unemployment benefits and other programmes which aim to 
compensate for loss of wage and salary) and on early retirement (programmes which facilitate the 
full or partial early retirement of older workers).
For more information... ¡Jpl For downloading the com plete table in TSV form at - see

manual

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

J h
Total category 8 - Out-of-work income maintenance and support

EU (27 
countries)
EU (15 
countries) 104993.91 (e) 100618.95 <s) 102705.49 <e>115662.07 <e>126571.77 <e>133927.33 <e>137296.90 (e)

Belgium 4377.57 4348.35 4201.18 4526.09 5053.40 5564.74 5687.35 5790.72

Bulgaria 51.81 46.66
Czech
Republic 206.53 222.39 221.55 241.57

Denmark 3110.49 (e) 2808.76 (e) 2748.38 (e> 2695.03 <e> 2866.11 <e> 3568.59 (e) 3823.48 <e> 3817.37 <e>
Germany 
(including ex- 
GDR from 
1991)

44195.42 42368.19 38688.36 40148.54 45187.07 48486.93 50286.81 51469.62

Estonia 16.44 16.55 13.26

Ireland 1072.32 909.39 734.32 720.13 935.45 1142.56 1237.10 1240.10 (e)

Greece 525.64 542.55 519.88 519.88 <e) 632.47 <e> 749.43 793.93

Spain 8548.68 8209.04 8351.61 9187.66 10579.76 11204.11 12317.21 12890.31

France 17106.07 17632.20 17262.94 18347.42 22413.87 26027.17 27019.59 26802.92

Italy 6152.87 6163.92 6115.89 (s) 6614.22 7312.80 7247.71 8932.71 10227.47

Latvia 37.36 42.59 42.16

Lithuania 18.87 13.44 21.74
Luxembourg
(Grand-
Duché)

51.85 46.68 42.91 49.91 70.81 103.08 120.90 139.61

Hungary 259.97 301.33 340.45

Netherlands 8334.67 7757.69 8505.43 7822.80 8220.48 9400.65 10228.15 10220.40

Austria 2575.00 2510.05 2332.08 2373.38 2419.13 2525.74 2596.78 3018.83

Poland 745.15

Portugal 659.78 731.64 814.01 885.66 1096.06 (e) 1445.06 1584.73 1778.97

Romania 282.91 296.95 284.32

Slovakia 101.38 66.30

Finland 2476.52 2283.56 2125.48 2052.54 2163.41 2265.81 2372.58 2303.98

Sweden 3780.54 3747.15 3415.55 2544.54 2652.52 3259.14 3709.98 3447.57

United
Kingdom 5182.50 4951.64 4738.26 4217.70 4171.34 3698.01 3260.53 3355.11

Norway 654.36 685.66 916.56 1030.74 1348.12 1720.54 1753.95 2071.89

à
Total category 9 - Early retirement

EU (27 
countries) 9500.98 <e>

EU (15 
countries) 8557.85 <e> 8084.70 8410.61 (e) 8369.27 <e> 8102.09 <e> 8174.05 (e) 8104.86 (e>

Belgium 1243.28 1235.43 1205.98 1184.00 1180.23 1212.80 1242.76 1264.27

Bulgaria -
Czech
Republic 15.23 26.75 -

Denmark 1445.77 1379.99 <e) 1385.78 <e) 1378.03 (e> 1401.31 <e> 1448.43 <e) 1420.68 (e) 1418.41 <e>

Germany 
(including ex-

49.42 109.68 273.84 513.57 673.56 863.57 985.75 1112.39



GDR from 
1991)
Estonia -

Ireland 76.56 76.51 79.25 82.77 87.03 89.08 94.73 102.88 <e>
Greece - - - -

Spain 162.97 <e> 143.89 <e> 137.87 136.19 <e> 145.29 <e> 171.81 <e> 224.88 283.60 (e)
France 3146.47 3082.25 2591.97 2768.79 2017.27 1512.71 1302.45 977.52

Italy 1879.41 1392.58 1254.16 973.36 1244.20 1379.70 1341.78 1383.41

Latvia - -

Lithuania 6.94 6.47 3.72
Luxembourg
(Grand-
Duché)

55.20 <s> 52.91 52.14 55.21 49.50 50.50 55.50 58.00

Hungary 6.98 6.53 6.82

Netherlands - - -

Austria 124.17 116.48 133.92 177.98 336.92 572.59 707.34 676.05

Poland 1349.46

Portugal 188.17 <e> 193.17 376.16 461.62 63.97 74.18 140.82

Romania - -

Slovakia 13.11 36.12

Finland 501.31 566.63 621.03 680.80 742.10 736.92 724.01 687.51

Sweden 251.24 213.34 155.59 83.74 30.24 - -
United
Kingdom - - - -

Norway - - - - -

(:) Not available
(-) 'Not applicable' or 'Real zero' or 'Zero by default' 
(e) Estimated value 
(s) Eurostat estimate

Footnotes... Online support 
Source: Eurostat (LMP data collection)
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