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Kupie Mpoedpe,
Kupieg kai Kuplol,

H onuepivly Aidokewn yia T1a BaAkdvia, TToU opyavwoe TO
EupwTraikd ZooloAioTikdé Koppa, eivar 101aiTepa onuavTiky yiari
Epxetal o€ pia kpioiun tepiodo yia Tig eGeAigEIS oTn NoTioavaToAIKA
Eupwtn. O1 TrpooTrdBeleg OTIG  YEITOVIKEG HOG XWPEG va
gykaB1dpubei n oikovopia TNG ayopdg, WOTE va ETITAXUVOEN N
Tpocéyyion he TNV Eupwtraiky Evwon kal va eptredwbei Eva
ouyxpovo OnuokpaTtikdé TOAITKS OUCTAMA, N TTPOCTIA6eIa
dnuIoUpYiag HIAg VEAG KOIVWVIKOOIKOVOMIKNG OpyAavwong, TTEPVAEI
aré 1 OUOKOAN @Aon piag MeTARATIKAG TTEPIOdOU. O1 egeAIeIg
gival amd xwpa oe xwpa OIaQopETIKEG Kal 1D1aiTepa TTPORARMATA
TapoucialovTal oe KABe Tteploxr). Av Ogv TTPOCEGOUNE UTTAPXE!

Kivouvog piag adié€odng Tropeiag TTpog YIa YEVIKEUNEVN Kpion.

H EupwTraikr Evwon dev €xel akdun pia OAOKANPWHEVN TTOAITIKN,
TTOU Ba OTNPIEEI ATTOTEAECHUATIKA QUTEG TIG XWPEG. TA KATA KAIPOUG
yneiopara Tou Eupwtraikou KoivoBouAiou yia ta Zntruara Trou
avaguovTal oTta BaAkdvia, yia TNV  QVTIMETWTTION EKTAKTWY
KATAOTAOEWV KABWG Kal n yevikr kareuBuvon tng EupwTraikng
‘Evwong yia dieupuvon 1pog AvatoAdg eival owaoTéC aAAd dev
apkouv. Otrwg kai n dueon avridpaon 1ng 'Evwong otnv

TPOoPATN Kpion otnv AABavia nrav ocwaoTr}, aAAd dev apkei.

Fiveral katavonTtod, OTI OTIS TTPOTEPAIOTNTEG TTOAAWV ETAIPWY HAC
otnv Eupwrtraiky ‘Evwon Tmpotdoocovial dAAa  nmuarta. H

utrépBaon Twv Ouoxepeiwv yia TNV oAokAnpwon TN ONE, n




dlatrpaypdreuon oTn AIGKUBEPVNTIKA yIA TNV avapépewaon Twv
ouvbnkwv NG Evwong, n OIKOVOMIKA TTAEUPd TwV TTPORANHATWY
¢ Aieupuvong, o petraoxnuatiopdsg tou NATO. Opwg, o XWpPES
Twv BaAkaviwv eivar TpARpa tg Eupwtrng, ta TPoBARMATA TOUC
TUAMA TNG onuEPIVAG EupwTraikAg tpaypartikdtnTag. AvdAoyn

TTPETTEI VA €ival KAl N TTPOCEYYIOH HAG.

H EAAGDa €xel KivnToTTOINBEI TOOO O€ DINEPES eTTITTEDO, OO KAl OTA
opyava tTwv OIEBVWY OpyaviIoPWV OTa OTToia METEXEI Kal 1IDlaiTepa
otnv EupwTtraikl ‘Evwon, yia pia dueon avTINETWTTION TNS Kpiong,
aAAG kal yia TN JIauépYWan HECOPAKPOTTPOBECHUWY TTOAITIKWY

utrépRacng NG Kpiong.

2T 24 Defpouapiou 1997 BEoape o010 ZUMPOUAIO [eviKwv
YmoBeoewv NG Eupwtraikig Evwong 1o BEpa Tng avaykaidétntag

MIOG KOIVOTIKAG TTPWTOROUAIAG oTiPIENS Twy BaAkavikwy xwpwv.

H 6€on tng EAAGdaG oto ZupBouAio ATav OTI, AVTIMETWTTOI ME MIA
g¢eANlooopuevn kpion dev eival n wpa yia amoédoon subuvwv. H
EupwTraikfy 'Evwon eupioketal ptrpootd oto OiAnuua: Apeon
EVEPYOTTOINON N avoxn MTTPOOTA o€ Mia TTopEia

aTToOoTABEPOTTOINONG.

Ma va atrotparrei autd Ba £mmpetre n ‘Evwon va mpoxwproel ot
xopnynon avBpwioTikAG BoriBeiag ekei OTTOU UTTAPXEl TETOIO
avaykn, aAAd Kal TEXVIKNG UTTOOTrPIENG Kal OIKOVOUIKAG BoriBeiac.

To KOIVWVIKO KOOTOG TTOU CUVETTAYOVTAl Ol WETAPPUBUIoEIC eival




e€alpeTIKA OUOKOAO va 1O dpel oladnTTOTE KUBEPVNON XweEig TNV

avaykaia ouvodeuTIKr apwyn TnG d1EBvoug KoIvoTnTag.

MapdAAnAa pe tnv TTpoTaON Yia €KTOKTN BoriBeia, n EAAAda éxel
TTpoTEIVEl TN OUYKAION YTToupyikng AIdoKewng oTa TTAQiola Tng
TpwToBouAiag Royaumont 1} dAAou eupuUTtepoOU opyAvou. ZTOX0G
NG TTPOTACNG AUTNS Eival va dwael Eva I0XUPO TTOAITIKO UAVUMQ
OTOUG AdQoUG TNG TIEPIOXNG YIA TO EINKPIVEG Kal EPTTPAKTO
evolagepov NG EupwTtraikng Evwong kal ¢ Auong vyia TIC
eCeAICeIg.

Ao TNV TAtupd Tng n EAAGdQ, pEéoa oTa OTEVA OIKOVOMIKA
TTAaiola TTou dIaBETel, KAvel 6,TI PTTOpEi yia va BonBrioel TIG yeiToveg
XWPES TNG YIa va avTINETWTTIooUV Ta TTpoBAAuaTa. H KuBépvnon, n
TOTTIKr} autodioiknon, aAAd Kal pn KUuBEpvNTIKOi opyaviouoi atrd TIg
apxég Tou 1997 €xouv dpaoTnpIoTTOINGEl OTNV  ATTOOTOAN
ETTIOITIOTIKAG KAl QAPMUAKEUTIKNG BonBelag Tpog TN BouAyapia kai
Vv AABavia. MNa apadeiypua n EAAnvIKr BoRBeia og aitnpd, agiag
6 ekar. ECU, yia tnv KAAUWn TOU ETTICITIOTIKOU €AAEINHATOC
ouvoAikou Uyoug 100 xIAlddwyv TOVWY, ATav N TTPWTN TToU £pBace
otn BouAyapia. ©a ouvexiooupe pe KABE TPOTTO TNV TTPOCTTABEIN

oTIPIENG.

2TV mpdéoeatn kpion otnv  AABavia TpooTra®ricaue  Kai
£gaKkoAouBoue va eTTIOILWKOUUE €iTE PE QTTEUBEIag TTPWTOROUAIES
ME TIGC TTONITIKEG Oduvapels tng AABaviag e€ite oTta TAQioia Twv

OlEBVWV  OpyavIoPWY TTOU  METEXOUME va OupfdAoupe  oTnv




avacitnon tng KaAutepng duvatrg Auong yia tnv utépRacn Tng
Kpiong.

Opwg oute o1 Oipepeic TTpwTOROUAiEG apkouv ouTte n avtidpaon
Twv OIEBVWV opyaviopwy, OTaV €£PXOVTAl €K TWwWV UCTEPWV Vva

QVTIMETWTTIOOUV TN POr TWV EKTAKTWY EEEAICEWV.

©a nBeAa va avadeifw Tpia Kpiolua epwTAMATA:

Mpwto epwrtnua: [ari armaireitar 16QiTEPN  KIvnTOTTOINCON KAl

opaon yia ra BaAkavia,

O1 xwpeg NG NoTtioavatoAikAg Eupwtng e Ttov Katapepioud
Epyaoiag TTou ioXue OTO TTPONYOUMEVO KaBeoTwg, Bpédnkav va
Exouv Tn HIKPOTEPN Kal xaAapdtepn diatrAokr toug ue tn Olebvn
olkovopia. ETITTAov, n YEWypa@IK BE0N Twv XWPWV AUTWY
OUVETTAYETAI QUENMEVEG ATTAITHOEIG OTA JiKTUA UTTOBOMWY, OTIC
METQQOPEG, OTIG  TNAETTIKOIVWVIEG, OTNV  evépyela. ‘Etor ol
EOWTEPIKEG  OIKOVOMIKEG  Kal  BeopikEG  Oopéc  atraitoloav
MEYOAUTEPEG TTPpOoapuOoYEG atmd AAAeg xwpeg NG Kevtpikrg
Eupwtng. O1 petappubuioelg €mpete va dlavUioouv UeyaAUuTepn
QTOaTA0N. ZUYXPOVWG, TO HAKPOOIKOVOMIKS TTrepIBAAAOV fTav TTio
guBpauoTo. ATToTéEAEOHA ATAV N APXIKA OPHA TWV HETAPPUBUICEWY
OTIG YEITOVEG XWPEG VA AVAKOTTEI KAl va avTIMETwWTTIovTal éVTova
TpoBAnuaTa amoatabepoTroinong TNV olKovopia Pe TTapdAAnAa

KOIVWVIKA Kal TTOAITIKG TTpoBARuaTa.




MpwTn TEOTEPAIOTNTA £XEI OUVETTWG N OUVEXION Kal ETTITAXUVON
TWV OIKOVOMIKWY KOl BECUIKWY HETAPPUBNICEWV OTIC XWPES AUTEG.
Moévov €101 Ba PTTOPECOUV va un Meivouv povipa Triow amo TIg

AAAeC xwpeg TNG KevTplkng kal AvaTtoAikric EupwTtrng.

AcgiTepo epwtnua: [iverar Aoyog yia ouvdpoun, yia Bonbeia.

[lolo TO avaykaio TTEPIEXOUEVO TNG,

To dpeoo {nToupevo gival n TTapoxr EKTAKTNG PoRBeIag, €101 WOTE
va BonbnBei n oikovouikr oTabepoTtroinon kal va edpaiwbouv ol
EATTIOOQPOPEG TTONITIKEG AUCEIG, TTOU £xouv 1\dn dpopoAoynBei. Autd

TTPOUTTOBETEI AUEDN ETTIOITIOTIKY), AAAQ KAl OIKOVOUIKH BorBeia.

2UYXPOVWG OHWG, EGICOU ONMUAVTIKN €ival n TTApPOXN TEXVIKAG
BonBelag yia TNV €eykaBidpuon Beopwv, TTOU €PPRABUVouUV TN
ONMUOKPATIKN AEITOUPYia TNG OIKOVOMIag Kal Kolvwviag. H opaAn
AsiToupyia evog ouUyxpovou ONUOKPATIKOU TTOAITEUNATOG HE TOUG
avaykaioug Becpoug oe OAa Tta emiTTeda Aoknong efouaiag, n
TTPOCTACIA TWV TTOANITIKWY OAAQ KAl TWV OIKOVOUIKWY EAEUBEPIWY, N
gMTTEOWON TOU KpdToug dikaiou Kal n olkoddunon HIag Kovwviag
TWV TOAITWY, Ba emTPEWPOUV va QVTIHETWTTICOVTAl €yKaipa Ta
KOIVWVIKA TTpoBAfpara. Emimrpoobeta n eutreipia deixvel, 011 ekeivo
TTou  gival  101aiTeEpa ONMAVTIKG vl TN AgiToupyia  VEwv
KOIVWVIKOOIKOVOMIKWY BeTpwV gival n avdmTtuén tng yvwaong, Tng
TTANPOPOPNONG VEWV VOOTPOTTIWY, TO TTOAITIOMIKG utrdBabpo, 1o
OTTOi0 ATTaITOUV 01 VEEG AEITOUPYiEG. 2T dnuioupyia Tou TTPETTEl va

BonBricoupe.




Tautdxpova, TTPETTEI VA ATTOTPATTEI N TTEPIBWPIOTTOINON HEYAAWY
OMAdwy TOUu TTANBuUopoU. 'HON TroAAoi BAEtTouv T diadikacia
METABQONG OTNV OIKOVOUIA TNG ayopdg Kal KAT  ETTEKTACT TTPOG TNV
Eupwtn, w¢ aTrelAég ammd TIG OTroieg €AAXIOTA WITOPOUV va
eAtTiCouv. To yeyovog auTd evéxel coBapdTaToug KIVOUVOUG Yia TNV
KOIVWVIKF}  Kal  TTOAITIK]  oTaBepdTnTa. O  xwpeg TG
NoTioavaToAlki¢ Eupwtrng TTPETTEl VA  ETTAVOIKOOONNOOUV  TO
oUOoTNMA  KOIVWVIKAG Ao@AAglag, €101 WOTE va  Trdpel T
XOAPAKTNPIOTIKA EVOG QATTOTEAECHATIKOU Kal
AUTOXPNMATOOOTOUNEVOU KOIVWVIKOU IOTOU ACPAAEIOG
TTPOCAPUOCHEVOU OTNV OIKOVOMia Tng ayopdg. H oikoddéunon
VEWV BIWCIJWY BeOpWy, TTOU EVOAPKWVOUV TNV  KOIVWVIKN
aAAnAeyyun, €ival pia atrd TIg oTToudAIOTEPEG ETTEVOUCEIG TTPOG TN

HaKPOTTPOBEoUN KOIVWVIKA Kal TTOAITIKF) 0TaBepoTNTA.

Tpito epwrtnua: O xwWpPES auTtéS TTPOTRAETTOUV TNV TTPOCEYYION
TOUG N Kal atnv évraén Toug oTous dIEBVEIS opyaviauous, Tou givai
n Baon tn¢ eupwITaikng ouvepyaoiag. MNPETeElr N Kivnon Twv Xwpwv
NS Kevipikng kai AvaroAikng Eupwrtng, mpo¢ tnv Eupwiraikn

Evwon kai o NATO va gival rautéxpovn;

H mpoomTiky €vragng otnv Eupwtraiky Evwon amoTteAei Kuplo
OTOXO TwV BaAkavikwv Xxwpwv Kal Bacikr eAtida tng Kolvwviag
Toug. H Eupwrtraikr) ‘Evwon wg TeAIKOG oT1OX0G didel kateUBuvaon
OTIG QVATTTUGIAKEG TTPOOTTABEIEG, TTAPEXEI TTPOTUTTA BECHWY, YIA TO
OUVOAO TNG KOIVWVIKOOIKOVOUIKAG OPYAVWONG TToU €TTIOILKOUV.
2TOV TTONITIKO TOHEQ, N TTOAITIKF) ouvepyaoia PETACU KPATWY HEAWV
otnv Eupwtraikn ‘Evwon amoteAei Bdon yia opaAég diebveic

OXEOEIG YEVIKOTEPA. To oUCTNHA ACQAAEIOG OTn Heilova Treploxn




TAoXEl, N EIPAVN Kal N o1aBepdTnTa Eival akdun euBpaucTa ayadd.

To NATO atroTeAei TTpooTTTIKY dIACPAAIONG TNG EIPrVNG.

H didgeuon 1 n " adpiotov avaBoAr] TnNG EvTagng KATTOIAS XWPAS
otnv Eupwtraiky Evwon 11 to NATO Ba Aeitoupyei diapkwg
QTTOOTABEPOTTOINTIKA OTOV OIKOVOMIKO, OAAQ KAl OTOV TTOAITIKO Kal
KOIVWVIKO  TOMEQ. ©"  amoduvauwvel  TIG  TTPOOTITIKEC

MaKPOTTPOBECUNG €Iprivng Kal oTaBepdTnTag OTNV TTEPIOXH.

Na 10 Adyo autd e€ival o010 APECO OCUp@Epov TNG OleBvoucg
KOIVOTNTaG V™ atroTpéwel eeAigelg, TTou Ba divouv Tnv evTiUuTTWOn OTI
UTTApYoUV a priori dUO TAXUTNTES: Hia UTTEP KATTOIWV XWPWYV TTOU
TTPOTIUNCIOKA  TTpowBouvTal  TTpog  dladikacieg  oTevdTEPNC
ouvepyaoiag Kal pia deuTepn yia AAAEG TTOU TTAPATTEUTTOVTAI O éva
aBéBaio péAAOV. H petaxeipion Twv Xwpwv TG KevTpiKAS Kal

AvaToAIKNG EupwTTNG TTPETTEI VO UTTAKOUEI O€ EVIAIOUG KAVOVEC.

H ouvrtoun meplypa®n TG Kardotaocng ota BaAkdvia yevvd yia

O6Aoug pag TPEIS MEICOVES EUBUVEG:

MNpwtn €ubldvn: [lpémel va Tpoomabrjooune Kai 1BIAiTEpa TO
Eupwtraikd ZoolahioTiké Képpa va ouveldnromoinbei  kal
avaBabuioBei oTig TTONITIKEG TTPOTEPAIOTNTEG OAWY, N avaykaidéTnTa
MIOg  OUVOAIKAG TTOAITIKNG yia TR NotioavartoAiky Eupwn.
Xpeiadetal Kivnrotroinon Kai TrapéuBacn yi© autdé 1o OKOTro, oTa
6pyava NG EupwTraikrc ‘Evwong, tou NATO, 1ng AEE, tou OAZE
oTig KuBepvnoeig Twy Xwpwv, TTou dueca r Euueca emrnpedlouv

TIG YEVIKOTEPEG £GEAIGEIG 0TV Eupwtrn, o€ TTOMITIKA KOUMATA Kal




AAAOUC UN KUBEPVNTIKOUG @opeic. TMpETTEl va AQUTTVIOOUME TnVv
Eupwmn 6m omnv BaAkavik uTtdpxouv €0TiEg Kpiong Kal

XPEIAdeTal N TTapousia Hag.

AclOTepn eubuvn: Xpeidletal €va ouvoAikd oxédio dpdocwy,
diaBeoipétnrag Tépwv KAl TEXVIKAG PoriBeiag. ‘Eva TrAadioio
deopeloewv atTd OAEG TIG EVOIAPEPOUEVES TTAEUPES, YIa TO TTWS Ba
TTPOXWPMOOUME YIa VO PETATPEWOUNE Ta BaAkdvia tTng aoTtdbeiag
Kal aBeBaidtntag og BaAkdvia tng €1privng, tnG dnUokpaTiag, TNG
OIKOVOMIKNG avdarrTugng, TnG KoIlVwVIKAG Odikaloolvng Kal NG

ouveEpPYQOiag.

To oxedio autd, Ba Trpemel va €mIOIWKEN TTEVTE AAANAEVOETOUG

OTOXOUG:

1. To ¢&emépaopa TG ONUEPIVAG €EKTAKTNG KaATAoTAoONS Kal

OIKOVOWIKNG Kpiong.

2. Tn HOKPOOIKOVOUIKH OTABEPOTTOINON TWV XWPWV AUTWV.

3. Tnv emTdyxuvon Twv OTTAITOUPEVWV UETAPPUBUICEWY yia TNV

TTPOCAPHOYH OTNV OIKOVOUIa TG ayopdq.

4. Tn ompign, HEow TeEXVIKNAG PorBelag kai AAANG HOPPAC
CUVEPYOQOIWYV, YIa TNV EUTTEOWOT BECHWY aTTAPAITNTWY YIia TN
AsiToupyia Tng dnuokpartiag Kal Tou KpAtoug dikaiou, aAAd Kal

TWV BECHWV KOIVWVIKAG AAANAEYYUNG.




5. Tnv 106Tiun METAXEIPION Kal TV OPATH TTOPEia OAWV Twv
BOAKQVIKWV XWPWV, TTou €mBuhoUV va TTPoCeyyiocouv i va
evraxBouv otnv EupwTtraikr) Evwon kai oTig dopég ao@dAsiag
ToU NATO.

Tpitn €uBOvn: Kapia TTOAITIKA, Kavéva OXEDIO OUVOAIKO 1 MEPIKO
O0ev uTTOpEl va avarrTuéel TO OUVOAO TWV TTPOCOOKWHEVWY
WEEANMATWY YIA TIG VEITOVEG XWPES, av Oev eutTedwBei éva
eANGXI0TO KAipa TTONITIKAG OTABEPOTNTAG KAl ECWTEPIKNS ATPAAEIQG,
éva ehaxioto eTitTedo e€KONUOKPATIONOU KAl TTPOCAPHOYAS TwV
Beopwy, Hia eAAXIOTN KOIVWVIKI) OUVAIVEDH Yia Toug Heifoveg Kal

MaKpOTTpOBecpouG aTd)XoUg TTou BEAOUV va mIBIWEOUV O YEITOVES

XWPEG.

Kai edw T10 pEYOAUTEPO HEPOG TNG TIPOOTTABEIAG, €K  TWV
TTPAYMATWY, TO QPEPOUV Ol TTONITIKEG KAl KOIVWVIKEG OUVAMEIC OTIC

yeiToveg xwpeg. MNpétrel va pag BonBrioouv yia va BonBriooue.

Kupie Mpdedpe,
Kupieg kal Kupiol,

Otwpw OTI auth n AIGOKEWn HTTOPEI va yivel n amapxn yia tnv
Xapagn HIOg €upuUTEPNG  TTONITIKAG yIa TNV  TEPIOXH NG
NoTioavatoAikig Eupwtng. Xpeiadovral TpwToRouAie¢ o auThv
TNV KateuBuvaon Kail oi cooIaAIoTEG gival KaT™ e€oxAv euaiobnTol Kai

OAANAEyyUOI YIa pIa TETOIQ TTPOOTTTIKN.




To EupwTraikd ZoolaNoTIKO Kéuua TTioTelw OTI UTTOPET KAl TTPETTEI
va oxedidoel Ta €mopeva BAPATA JIag TTopeiag TTou Ba €xel yia
TEAIKO oT1dx0 TNV avadein TOou  EUPUTEPOU  XWPOU NG
NotioavartoAikiic Eupwtng o€ xwpo e€ipivng, Onuioupyiag,
EUNMEPIAC Kl ocuVEPYATiag TWV Adwv TNG.

EUxopal KaAn eTmITUXiQ OTIG EPYACIiEG OAG.
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Mr President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today's conference on the Balkans, which is organised by the European Socialist Party,
is especially important, coming as it does at a critical period for developments in
Southeastern Europe. Our neighbouring countries are trying to establish a market
economy in order to accelerate their coming closer to the European Union, to embed
a modern democratic political system and to create new socioeconomic structures.
Their efforts have reached a difficult phase in the transition process. Developments
differ from country to country and special problems appear in every region. If special
attention is not taken, there is the danger of an inexorable progression towards a

generalised crisis.

The European Union does not yet possess a comprehensive policy capable of
supporting these countries effectively. The resolutions passed by the European
Parliament on issues arising in the Balkans, for the response to emergency situations,
as well as the general thrust of the Union for expansion towards the East are correct,
but cannot suffice. Similarly, the immediate response of the Union to the recent crisis

in Albania is correct, but not sufficient.

It is apparent that in the priorities of many of our partners other matters have
precedence. Overcoming the difficulties in completing EMU, negotiations in the
Intergovernmental Conference for the reform of the treaties of the Union, the economic
aspects of enlargement, the transformation of NATO. Nevertheless, the Balkan
countries are a part of Europe, their problems a part of contemporary European reality.

Our approach should be in this vein.

Greece has mobilised its resources, both at a bilateral level and at international
organisations in which it participates, placing an especial emphasis on the European
Union. Its aim is the immediate response to the crisis, but also the formulation of

medium to long term policies to transcend the crisis.




On the 24" of February 1997 we placed on the agenda of the General Affairs Council
of the European Union the necessity of a Community initiative to support the Balkan

countries.

The Greek position at the Council was that, faced with a unfolding crisis, this is not the
right time to apportion responsibility or blame. The European Union is faced with a
dilemma: immediate mobilisation or acquiescence of a movement towards

destabilisation.

To avoid the latter, the Union ought to proceed towards granting of humanitarian aid
where there is need, but also of technical assistance and financial aid. The social
burdens the reforms imply, are exceptionally difficult for any government to bear without

the necessary accompanying help from the international community.

In parallel to the proposal for emergency aid, Greece has proposed the meeting of a
Ministerial Conference in the framework of the Royaumont Initiative or possibly of wider
composition. The objective of this proposal was to send a powerful political message
to the peoples of the area about the sincerity and effectiveness of the interest in

ongoing events on the part of the European Union and of the West.

For its part, Greece, despite the tight economic position it finds itself in, does all it can
to help its neighbouring countries deal with their problems. The government, local
authorities and non-governmental organisations have, since the start of 1997, been
active in sending food and pharmaceutical aid to Bulgaria and Albania. For example,
the Greek contribution in grain, of value of 6 million ECUs to cover the grain shortage
estimated at 100 thousand tonnes, was the first to arrive in Bulgaria. We will continue

this effort, with every means at our disposal.

During the recent crisis in Albania, whether through direct initiatives with political forces
in Albania or in the framework of international organisations, we attempted and we

continue to contribute towards the search for the best possible way out of the crisis.




However, neither bilateral initiatives nor the reaction of international organisations can

be sufficient if they come after the fact to meet the flow of unfolding events.
| want to highlight three crucial questions:
First Question: Why should there be special mobilisation and action for the Balkans?

The countries of Southeastern Europe under the international division of labour which
held under the regime prior to the transition, had the smallest and loosest integration
with the World Economy. Additionally, the geographical position of these countries
implies greater demands on infrastructure networks, in transport, in
telecommunications, in energy. As a result, the internal economic and institutional
structures required more extensive transformations than other countries of Central and
Eastern Europe. The reforms had to cover more ground and span a greater distance.
At the same time, the macroeconomic environment and balance were more delicate.
In this way the initial momentum of reforms in our neighbouring countries was
interrupted, while intense problems of instability arose in the economy with consequent

social and political problems.

First priority should hence be accorded to the continuation and acceleration of
economic and institutional reform in these countries. Only in that way can they avoid

a permanent position lagging behind other countries of Central and Eastern Europe.

Second Question: There is talk of help, of aid packages. What should be the content

of this aid?

The immediate priority is the granting of emergency aid, in order to help economic
stabilisation and to provide foundations for the hopeful political solutions which have

been already set on course. This implies immediate food aid, but also financial aid.

At the same time equally important is the granting of technical assistance for the

building of institutions which deepen the democratic functioning of the economy and



society. The smooth operation of a modern democratic system with the necessary
institutions at all levels of the exercise of political power, the protection of political and
economic freedoms, laying foundations for the rule of law and the civil society, will all
allow social problems to be dealt with in a more timely fashion. Moreover, experience
shows that what is especially important for the operation of new socioeconomic
institutions is the growth of knowledge, of information, of new ways of thinking, the
cultural substructure that the new functions presuppose. We must all help to provide

these prerequisites.

Equally importantly, the marginalisation of large groups of the population should be
averted. Already, there are many people in these countries who see the process of
transition towards a market economy and hence towards Europe as a threat, out of
which they can hope or expect very little. This fact implies extremely serious dangers

for social and political stability.

The countries of Southeastern Europe must rebuild their social protection systems, so
that they can play the role of an effective and self-financing social safety net adapted
to the needs of a market economy. The building of new and viable institutions to
embody social solidarity is one of the most important investments towards long term

social and political stability.

Third Question: The Balkan countries are looking forward to coming closer or being
included in international organisations which are the basis of European cooperation.
Should the movement of countries of Central and Eastern Europe towards the

European Union and NATO be simultaneous?

The prospects of inclusion in the European Union is a central target of Balkan countries
and a basic hope of their societies. The European Union as an eventual target gives
direction to development programmes, offers models of institutions, gives a prototype
for the whole social and economic organisation being sought. In the political field,
political cooperation between member states in the European Union provides a basis

for smooth international relations generally. The security system in the general area is




problematic; peace and stability are still fragile. NATO offers a prospect of maintaining

peace.

The negation or indefinite postponement of the inclusion of a country in the European
Union or in NATO will impose a destabilising influence in the economic, but also the
political and social fields. It will weaken the prospects of long term peace and stability

in the area.

For these reasons, it is in the immediate interest of the international community to
prevent developments which give the impression that there exist a priori two speeds:
one in favour of some countries that are preferentially guided towards processes of
closer cooperation and a second one for others who are relegated towards an anertain
future. The treatment of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe should obey

common rules.

This brief description of the situation in the Balkans gives rise to three major areas of

responsibility for all of us:

First duty: We, and especially we in the European Socialist Party, should try to build
into our political priorities the necessity for a comprehensive policy for Southeastern
Europe. This requires mobilisation and interventions with this aim towards all who
directly or indirectly are in a position to affect the general trend of developments in
Europe: the institutions of the European Union, NATO, WEU, OSCE, governments,
political parties, non-governmental organisations. We must wake Europe to the fact

that in the Balkan peninsula there exist crisis points and our presence is required.

Second duty: What is required is a comprehensive plan of actions, availability of funds
and technical assistance. A framework of commitments by all interested parties as to
how we should proceed to transform the Balkans of instability and uncertainty towards

the Balkans of peace, democracy, economic growth, social justice and cooperation.




This plan should aim at five interlinked targets:

1. Overcoming of today’s emergency situation and economic crisis.

2. Macroeconomic stabilisation of Balkan countries.

3 Acceleration of the reforms necessary for the transition to the market economy.
4. Support, through technical assistance or other forms of cooperation, for the

development of institutions necessary for the operation of democracy, the rule

of law and mechanisms of social solidarity.

. Equal treatment and a discernible future course for all Balkan countries who
desire to come closer to or to be included in the European Union and the

security structures of NATO.

Third duty: No policy, no plan, whether comprehensive or partial, can develop the
totality of benefits to our neighbouring countries, if it is not accompanied by: A minimum
level of political stability and internal security, a minimum level of democratisation and
adaptation of institutions, a minimum consensus on the major long-term goals those

countries seek to attain.

Here the major part of the effort must be borne by social and political forces in our

neighbouring countries themselves. They must help us to help them.

Mr. President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my opinion that this Conference can become the starting point for the definition of
a wider policy for the Southeastern European area. Initiatives are needed in this
direction; socialists are especially sensitive and ready to contribute towards such a

prospect.




| believe the European Socialist Party can and should plan the next steps of a course
that will ultimately lead to the transformation of Southeastern Europe into an area of

peace, creativity, well-being and cooperation for all the peoples sharing it.




