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Expenditure on social protection

• The 1997 results confirm  the dow nw ard trend in expend itu re  on social
protection as a percentage o f G DP observed since 1993.

• There  are m ajor d ifferences between countries:
as % o f GDP: Ireland 17.5% - Sw eden 33.7%
in PPS per capita: Portugal 2868 PPS - Luxem bourg 8837 PPS

Social benefits

• Expenditure  on old-age benefits still predom inates.

• U nem ploym ent-re la ted expenditure  is decreasing.

Financing of social protection

• The increase in expenditure a fte r 1990 w as financed largely by an increase
in genera l governm ent contributions.

Contents
Slowdown in growth of expenditure..........2

Expenditure on social protection: major 
differences between countries.................... 3

Figure 1
Expenditure on social protection in EU-15 

(as % of GDP)

The old-age and survivors’ functions 
account for the major part of total benefits4

The structure of expenditure on social 
benefits changes overtim e...........................5

The systems for funding social protection 
vary considerably between countries........6

Financing social protection: during the 
1990s the proportion of general 
government contributions increased while 
that of employers’ social contributions 
decreased..........................................................6

Source: Eurostat-ESSPROS

Between 1996 and 1997, expenditure  on socia l protection in EU-15 as a 
percentage o f G DP fell by 0.5 points from  28.7%  to 28.2% .
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In contrast, it rose by a lm ost three points com pared w ith 1990, when the 
figure  was 25.4% .
The trend in expenditure on social pro tection was not regular during the 
period 1990-1997.



S lo w d o w n  in g ro w th  o f  e x p e n d itu reBetween 1990 and 1993, there was a considerab le  
increase, which peaked at 29.0%  in 1993.
This was due m ain ly to the s low er rate o f grow th o f 
G DP and the increasing unem ploym ent level.

Between 1993 and 1996, expenditure  on socia l 
protection as a percentage o f G DP show ed a s light 
dow nw ard trend, w h ich continued in 1997 and was due 
partly to renew ed grow th in GDP but also to a s low dow n 
in the grow th o f social protection expend itu re  (in 
particu lar a decrease in unem ploym ent benefits).

\  Table 1: Expenditure on social protection 
(as % of GDP)

1 9 9 0 1 993 1 996 1 9 9 7
B 26.7 29.4 28.8 28.5
DK 29.7 33.0 32.5 31.4
D 25.4 29.1 30.6 29.9
EL 23.2 22.3 23.1 23.6
E 19.9 24.0 21.9 21.4
F 27.7 31.0 31.0 30.8
IRL 19.1 20.7 18.5 17.5
I 24.1 26.0 25.3 25.9
L 22.6 24.5 25.2 24.8
NL 32.5 33.6 30.8 30.3
A 26.7 29.0 29.6 28.8
P 15.6 21.0 21.6 22.5
FIN 25.5 35.3 32.3 29.9
S 33.1 38.6 34.6 33.7
UK 23.2 28.9 27.7 26.8
E U -1 5 2 5 .4 29 .0 2 8 .7 2 8 .2

E U R -11 2 5 .4 28 .7 2 8 .7 2 8 .3

IS 18.9 18.6 18.3
NO 26.4 28.8 26.1 25.7
E E A 29 .0 2 8 .6 28.1

Source: Eurostat-ESSPROS

Between 1996 and 1997, the decrease w as m ost 
m arked in F inland (-2.4 points), Denm ark (-1.1 points) 
and Sweden (-0.9 points), countries in w h ich the level o f 
expenditure  was am ong the h ighest in EU-15 in 1996. 
Ireland a lso saw  a noticeable reduction (about 1 point). 
The rate increased, however, in Portugal, Ita ly and 
Greece.

Expenditure  on social protection per cap ita  increased in 
real te rm s by about 4,1%  per year during the period 
1990-1993 in EU-15.
The increase was particu larly m arked in Portugal (13% 
per year).
O nly G reece reduced its per cap ita  expend itu re  in real 
te rm s during this period.

Table 2: Expenditure on social protection per capita at 
constant prices 

(Index 1990=100)

1 990 1991 1 9 9 2 1 9 9 3 1 9 9 4 1 9 9 5 1 9 9 6 1 997
B 100 104 106 113 114 114 116 118
DK 100 105 108 113 122 122 122 121
D 100 96 103 104 106 110 114 112
EL 100 96 94 96 97 101 104 111
E 100 110 117 124 119 119 120 121
F 100 103 107 111 112 116 117 118
IRL 100 106 112 119 123 131 133 139
I 100 105 109 109 109 109 112 116
L 100 108 112 120 124 129 134 138
NL 100 101 103 104 102 101 100 102
A 100 104 107 110 115 117 118 118
P 100 112 128 143 147 151 162 176
FIN 100 108 115 116 119 119 122 121
S 100 100 105 107 108 106 106 106
UK 100 108 118 127 127 128 131 131
E U -1 5 100 103 109 1 1 3 1 1 4 116 118 119

E U R -11 100 103 108 111 112 114 117 118

IS
NO 100 106 110 113 114 115 119
E E A h 100 103 109 1 1 3 1 1 4 116 118

(1) Data fo r Iceland not included. 

Source : Eurostat-ESSPROS.

In contrast, during the period 1993-1996 there was an 
average increase o f 1.6% per year fo r EU-15 as a 
whole.

The grow th rate then fell to 0.6%  in 1997.
In Austria , Sweden and the United K ingdom , per capita 
expend itu re  in real term s stabilised in 1997.
There was a distinct decrease in G erm any, Denm ark 
and Finland, while Portugal, G reece, Ireland and Italy 
had growth rates well above the average in 1997.
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E x p e n d itu re  on  s o c ia l p ro te c tio n : m a jo r  d iffe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  c o u n tr ie s

The EU average fo r social protection expend itu re  as a 
percentage o f G DP (28.2%  in 1997) concea ls  m ajor 
d iffe rences between M em ber States.

Ireland (17.5% ), Spain (21.4% ) and Portugal (22.5% ) 
had the low est rates, wh ile  Sw eden (33.7% ), D enm ark 
(31.4% ) and France (30.8% ) had the highest.

Expressed in PPS (purchasing pow er s tandards) per 
capita, the d iffe rences between countries are even m ore 
marked.

Luxem bourg spends the m ost (8 837 PPS per capita) 
and Portugal and G reece the least (under 3 000 PPS 
per capita).
The ratio between the coun try  w h ich spends the most 
and the one which spends the least w as thus 3.1:1 in 
1997 (com pared w ith 3.7:1 in 1990).

The d ifferences between the coun tries reflect the 
d ifferences in social protection system s, dem ographic 
changes, unem ploym ent rates and o ther social, 
institu tional and econom ic factors.
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Figure 2
Expenditure on social protection in PPS per capita, 1997
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Source: Eurostat-ESSPROS.

Purchasing power standards (PPS)

To com pare expenditure  on social protection between countries, we m ust first express that expend itu re  in the same 
currency.
It would seem  obvious to use the ecu.
This gives, fo r exam ple, a 1997 figure  fo r socia l protection expenditure o f 4555 ecus per cap ita  in Italy and 8577 
ecus per capita in Denm ark (88 % m ore than Italy).

But this d iffe rence is "nom inal” , s ince it takes no account o f the genera l level o f prices (o f goods and services), 
which in 1997 was 44%  higher in Denm ark than in Italy.
The d iffe rence in real term s (i.e. in term s o f purchasing power) was thus only +31%  (188 / 144 = 1.31).

To a llow  the user to m ake direct, rea l-te rm s com parisons between countries, s ta tis tic ians show  expenditure in 
“purchasing pow er s tandards” (PPS):

Italy: 5200 PPS per capita in 1997
Denm ark: 6796 PPS per capita in 1997 (31%  h igher than Italy)
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T h e  o ld -a g e  an d  s u rv iv o rs ' fu n c tio n s  a c c o u n t fo r  th e  m a jo r  p a rt o f  to ta l b e n e fits

Figure 3
Social benefits by group of functions

Sickness/ 
health care + 

Disability
35.4% of total 
9.5% of GDP

Data fa  Sweden not included. 
Source: Eurostat-ESSPROS

In 1997, in m ost o f the M em ber States, benefits  under 
the o ld-age and survivors ' functions took the lion's share 
o f expenditure  on social protection: 45.2%  o f total 
benefits in EU-15 as a whole, or 12.2% o f GDP.
This was particu larly  true fo r Italy, w here over 65%  of 
tota l benefits was accounted for by these functions. O ne 
o f the reasons fo r this was that the proportion o f the 
population in the over-65 age group (17.3%  com pared 
with an EU-15 average o f 15.8%).
In Ireland, on the o ther hand, benefits in respect o f the 
o ld-age and survivors ' functions represented well under 
30%.

EU-15 1997
(as % of total benefits and as % of GDP)

Family/ 
children 

8.3% of total 
2.2% of GDP 

Housing +
Social 

exclusion 
n.e.c.

3.5% of total 
1.0% of GDP

Old-age + 
survivors

45.2% of total 
12.2% of GDP

Unemploy­
ment

7.5% of total 
2.0% of GDP

In Portugal, the Netherlands, Ireland and Finland, the 
s ickness/health  care and d isab ility  group o f functions 
had the la rgest share o f tota l benefits. Th is w as also 
true fo r Iceland (a lm ost 50% ) and Norway.

The fam ily/ch ild ren function accounted fo r 8.3%  o f tota l 
benefits in EU -15, o r 2.2%  o f GDP.

The figure was over 12% in Luxem bourg, Ireland, 
Finland and Denmark, and under 5% in Spain, Italy and 
the Netherlands.
In the European Econom ic Area, Norway was the 
country which spent the m ost in fam ily-re lated benefits: 
13.7% of the total.

There are considerable d iffe rences between the 
M em ber States in the share o f unem ploym ent-related 
benefits in the total.
They represented over 14% o f tota l benefits in Ireland 
and Spain and under 2% in Italy.
It is im portant to note that the am ount of 
"unem ploym ent" benefits is not a lways explained by the 
level o f unem ploym ent in the country, since 
considerable d iffe rences rem ain regarding the cover 
and the am ount o f unem ploym ent benefits.

Table 3: Social benefits by group of functions 
1997

(as % of total social benefits)

Old-age
+

Survivors

Sickness/ 
Health care + 

Disability

Family/
Children

Unemploy­
ment

Housing + 
Social

exclusion n.e.c.

8 43.0 32.8 8.8 12.7 2.7
DK 39.4 28.9 12.6 12.6 6.5
D 41.8 36.1 10.1 9.1 2.9
EL 51.4 31.4 8.2 4.6 4.5
E 46.1 36.6 2.0 14.1 1.1
F 43.6 34.0 10.0 7.8 4.6
IRL 24.9 40.7 13.2 15.7 5.5
I 65.1 29.5 3.5 1.8 0.1
L 43.6 38.0 13.2 3.7 1.5
NL 37.7 45.9 3.7 11.0 1.7
A 48.5 34.1 10.5 5.5 1.4
P 42.8 45.9 5.3 5.0 0.9
FIN 33.8 36.6 12.6 13.3 3.7
S 39.6 34.2 10.8 9.5 5.8
UK 40.7 38.2 9.1 4.0 7.9
EU-15 (') 45.2 35.4 8.3 7.5 3.5
EUR-11 46.2 35.1 8.0 8.1 2.6
IS 31.2 49.9 12.5 3.2 3.1
NO 34.3 44.3 13.7 4.3 3.4
e e a  (2) 45.0 35.6 8.4 7.5 3.5
(') Data for Sweden not included.
(2) Data for Sweden and Iceland not included. 

Source: Eurostat-ESSPROS.

THE FU NC TIO NS OF SO C IAL PRO TECTIO N
S ickn e ss /h e a lth  c a re : inc lu de s, in te r  a lia, p a id  s ick  lea ve , m e d ic a l ca re  a nd  th e  sup p ly  o f p h a rm a ce u tic a l p rod u cts .
D is a b ility : Inc lu de s, in te r  a lia , d is a b ility  p e n s io n s  a nd  th e  p ro v is io n  o f g oo ds  and  s e rv ice s  (o th e r th a n  m e d ica l ca re ) to  the  
d isa b le d .
O ld -a g e : in c lu d e s , in te r  a lia , o ld -a g e  p e n s io n s  a nd  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  g oo ds  and  se rv ice s  (o th e r th a n  m e d ica l ca re ) to  the  e lde rly . 
S u rv iv o rs : in co m e  su p p o rt a nd  su p p o rt in co n n e c tio n  w ith  the  d ea th  o f a fa m ily  m e m b e r (e .g . su rv ivo rs ' p en s io ns). 
F a m ily /c h ild re n : in c lu d e s  su p p o rt (o th e r than  m e d ica l ca re ) in co n n e c tio n  w ith  p re g n a n cy , ch ild b ir th , m a te rn ity  a nd  the  ca re  o f 
ch ild re n  a nd  o th e r d e p e n d e n t fa m ily  m e m be rs .
U n e m p lo y m e n t: in c lu d e s , in te r  a lia , u n e m p lo ym e n t b e n e fits  a nd  vo ca tio n a l tra in in g  fin a n c e d  by p u b lic  a ge nc ies .
H o u s in g : Inc lu de s  in te rv e n tio n s  by p u b lic  a u th o rit ie s  to  h e lp  h o u se h o ld s  m e e t the  c o s t o f  h ou s in g .
S oc ia l e xc lu s io n  n o t e lse w h e re  c la ss ifie d  (n .e .c .) : in c lu d e s  in c o m e -s u p p o rt b en e fits , re h a b ilita tio n  o f a lc o h o lics  and  drug 
a dd ic ts , and  va r io u s  o th e r b e n e fits  (o th e r th a n  m e d ic a l ca re ).
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T h e  s tru c tu re  o f  e x p e n d itu re  on s o c ia l b e n e fits  c h a n g e s  o v e r  tim e

Between 1990 and 1997, the s tructure  o f social benefits 
show ed d iffe rent rates o f grow th for the various 
functions. The varia tions resulted from  evolving needs 
and changes in socia l protection legislation.

Table 4: Social benefits per capita at constant prices in EU-15 
(Index 1990=100)

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Old-age + Survivors 101 107 109 112 115 117 119

Sickness/health care + 
Disability 103 109 110 111 114 116 116

Family/children 103 111 114 112 115 127 130

Unemployment 122 136 151 143 133 136 129

Housing + Social 
exclusion n.e.c. 100 111 122 127 129 129 131

Total benefits 104 110 113 114 116 119 120

Data for Sweden not included. 
Source : Eurostat-ESSPROS

Between 1990 and 1997, per capita  expenditure  in EU- 
15 under the old-age and survivors ' functions increased 
very stead ily  by 19% in real term s. In the sam e period 
the percentage o f the population in the over-65 age 
group rose from  14.6%  in 1990 to 15.8%  in 1997.

Expenditure under the sickness/hea lth  care and 
d isab ility  group o f functions grew  at a lower rate than 
the average increase o f 20%  in tota l benefits. This 
reflects, in te r a lia , the M em ber States' e fforts to control 
costs.

In contrast, fam ily -re lated expenditure  increased at a 
h igher rate than the average. This increase (+30%  
between 1990 and 1997) w as particu larly  m arked in 
1996, w hen G erm any in troduced reform s and extended 
the system  o f fam ily  benefits.

The trend in unem ploym ent-re lated expenditure  calls for 
m ore thorough analysis. Between 1990 and 1997, it 
rose by 29%  in EU-15, but it was not a steady increase, 
since the tota l level o f these benefits  depends broadly 
on the trend in unem ploym ent.

Between 1990 and 1993, these benefits increased very 
rapid ly in EU-15. T he ir share o f tota l benefits rose from 
7.0%  in 1990 to 9.5%  in 1993, s ince the correspond ing 
figures fo r unem ploym ent-re la ted  expend itu re  during

Table 5: Expenditure on unemployment function 
(as % of total social benefits)

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
B 13.3 13.3 12.9 13.4 13.4 13.0 12.9 12.7
DK 15.4 15.9 16.8 17.9 16.3 14.7 13.8 12.6
D 5.9 8.6 9.7 10.6 9.7 9.1 9.6 9.1
EL 4.1 4.8 4.5 3.7 3.5 4.5 4.2 4.6
E 18.0 19.4 19.7 21.7 19.1 16.6 14.8 14.1
F 8.3 8.7 8.9 9.3 8.9 7.8 7.9 7.8
IRL 14.6 15.6 16.5 17.0 17.2 17.3 17.4 15.7
I 1.7 1.8 1.9 2.3 2.3 2.1 1.9 1.8
L 2.6 2.6 2.4 2.7 3.1 3.1 3.5 3.7
NL 8.3 8.3 8.4 9.3 10.3 10.0 12.0 11.0
A 4.6 5.1 5.0 5.6 5.5 5.6 5.7 5.5
P 3.0 3.3 3.9 5.3 5.7 5.7 5.9 5.0
FIN 6.1 8.8 13.2 16.0 15.7 14.4 14.0 13.3
S 10.8 11.0 10.4 9.8 9.5
UK 5.7 7.3 7.3 7.1 6.4 5.6 4.9 4.0
EU-15 (1) 7.0 8.2 8.7 9.5 8.9 8.2 8.2 7.5
EUR-11 7.1 8.2 8.8 9.7 9.1 8.5 8.6 8.1
IS 1.5 2.7 3.8 4.2 4.3 3.7 3.2
NO 6.9 7.0 7.7 8.6 7.9 6.7 5.7 4.3
E E A (2) 7.0 8.2 8.7 9.5 8.9 8.2 8.1 7.5

(’ ) Data for Sweden not Included.

(2) Data for Sweden and Iceland not included.

Source : Eurostat-ESSPROS.

this period increased in all the coun tries except Greece. 
The increase was particu larly m arked in Finland (from 
6.1%  in 1990 to 16.0%  in 1993), where there was a 
steeper rise in unem ploym ent than elsewhere.

From 1993 on, there w as a decrease in unem ploym ent- 
related benefits in EU-15, resulting partly from  a gradual 
im provem ent in the econom ic situation and partly from  
reform s o f the paym ent system  (e.g. lim itation of the 
period during which benefits are payable, changes In 
the cond itions o f entitlem ent to benefits) in some 
countries.

Between 1993 and 1997, the share o f unem ploym ent- 
related expend itu re  in total benefits  fell from  9.5%  to 
7.5%  in EU-15.
The decrease was m ore m arked in Spain (from  21.7%  
to 14.1%), D enm ark (from  17.9% to 12.6%), the United 
K ingdom  (from 7.1%  to 4.0% ) and Finland (from 16.0% 
to 13.3%).
There was also a s ign ifican t decrease in Norway.

[=£2
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T h e  s y s te m s  fo r  fu n d in g  s o c ia l p ro te c tio n  v a ry  c o n s id e ra b ly  b e tw e e n  c o u n tr ie s

In 1997 fo r EU-15 as a whole, the main sources of 
funding fo r the socia l protection system  w ere social 
contributions, w h ich accounted fo r 62.4%  o f total 
receipts (68.2%  fo r the euro zone: EUR-11), fo llowed 
by tax-funded genera l governm ent con tribu tions (32.4%  
for EU-15 and 28.2%  for EUR-11). Social contributions 
are paid partly by em ployers and partly by the protected 
persons (em ployees, se lf-em ployed, pensioners and 
others).

The European average conceals considerab le  
d iffe rences between the coun tries in the structure  of 
social protection fund ing (Table 7). The proportion 
derived from  socia l contributions is g rea ter in France, 
Belgium, Spain, the Netherlands, G erm any and Italy, 
where th is type o f funding accounts for over 65%  of total 
receipts.
In contrast, Denm ark, Ireland and Norway finance their 
social protection system s m ainly through taxes, which 
account fo r over 60%  o f total receipts.
The United K ingdom , Luxem bourg, Sweden and Iceland 
are also heavily  dependen t on genera l governm ent 
contributions.

F ig u re  4
R e c e ip ts  o f s o c ia l p ro te c tio n  by type  

E U -15  1997
(as % o f to ta l re c e ip ts )

Social
contributions 
of protected 

persons
24.0%

Other receipts

Employers'
social

contributions

5.2% General 
government 
contributions 

32.4%

38.4%

Data for Sweden not included. 

Source : Eurostat-ESSPROS

F in a n c in g  s o c ia l p ro te c tio n : d u r in g  th e  1 9 9 0 s  th e  p ro p o rtio n  o f g e n e ra l g o v e rn m e n t  
c o n tr ib u t io n s  in c re a s e d  w h ile  th a t o f e m p lo y e rs ' s o c ia l c o n tr ib u tio n s  d e c re a s e d

During the econom ic slowdown from  1990 to 1993, 
general governm ent contributions per capita  increased 
in real te rm s (+24% ) in EU-15 m ore rapid ly than the 
other sources o f funding (+9%  for tota l receipts).
In contrast, em ployers ' social contributions show ed very 
little increase (+2%).

Between 1993 and 1997, when GDP recovered, genera l 
governm ent con tribu tions increased at a low er rate and 
em ployers' con tribu tions began to rise again.

Overall, between 1990 and 1997 genera l governm ent 
contributions as a proportion o f to ta l receip ts increased 
by 3.6 points in EU-15 (Table 7).
Particu larly in Portugal and the United K ingdom , these 
contributions increased m ore rapid ly than in the o ther 
countries.
On the o ther hand, they accounted fo r considerab ly less 
of the tota l rece ip ts in D enm ark and the Netherlands. In 
1997, only 15.6%  o f social protection in the N etherlands 
was funded by genera l gove rnm en t contributions.

Between 1990 and 1997, the share o f em ployers' social 
contributions fell by 3.6 points in EU-15, decreasing in 
all the countries except Belgium , the N etherlands and 
Denmark.
There w ere particu larly  large reductions in Portugal and 
Finland.

Table 6: Receipts of social protection per capita at constant prices in
EU-15

(Index 1990=100)

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
General government 

contributions 106 114 124 127 125 130 131

Social contributions 101 104 104 107 108 111 112

- b y  e m p lo y e r s 1 0 0 1 0 2 1 0 2 1 0 3 1 0 5 1 0 7 1 0 8

- b y  p r o te c te d  p e r s o n s  ( ' ) 1 0 3 1 0 6 1 0 9 1 1 3 1 1 5 1 1 8 1 2 0

Other receipts 93 93 93 90 92 95 94

Total receipts 102 106 109 111 112 115 117

( ') Employees, self-employed, pensioners and others. 
Data for Sweden not included.

Source E uros ta t-E S S P R O S .

In contrast, the share o f socia l contributions by 
protected persons increased by about one point in EU- 
15 as a whole.
In Denm ark, in particular, a new  contribution called the 
"labour m arke t contribution" w as in troduced in 1994 to 
finance sickness, unem ploym ent and vocational training 
insurance.
France, Belgium, Ireland, Portugal and the United 
Kingdom, on the o ther hand, saw  a decrease in their 
share o f social contributions by protected persons.
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Table 7: Receipts of social protection by type 
(as % of total receipts)

General government 
contributions

Social contributions Other receiptsTotal Employers Protected persons ( )
1990 1997 1990 1997 1990 1997 1990 1997 1990 1997

B 24.7 24.9 66.0 72.3 40.9 49.2 25.2 23.1 9.3 2.8
DK 80.1 67.8 13.1 26.0 7.8 8.5 5.3 17.5 6.8 6.2
D 25.3 30.1 72.0 67.5 43.6 38.6 28.4 28.9 2.8 2.4
EL 33.0 29.6 59.0 60.8 39.4 37.6 19.6 23.2 8.0 9.6
E 26.2 27.1 71.3 69.7 54.4 52.2 16.9 17.5 2.5 3.3
F 16.7 24.0 80.8 72.8 52.0 46.4 28.8 26.4 2.5 3.2
IRL 59.0 63.9 40.0 35.3 24.4 21.4 15.6 13.8 1.0 0.9
I 29.0 30.5 67.9 67.4 52.9 50.3 15.0 17.1 3.1 2.1
L 40.6 47.2 51.5 48.7 28.9 25.1 22.6 23.6 7.9 4.1
NL 25.0 15.6 59.0 69.1 20.0 22.6 39.1 46.4 15.9 15.3
A 35.9 34.6 63.1 64.8 38.1 37.7 25.1 27.1 0.9 0.6
P 33.7 43.3 57.1 46.7 37.1 28.6 20.0 18.1 9.2 10.1
FIN 40.6 44.8 52.1 48.4 44.1 35.1 8.0 13.3 7.3 6.8
S 46.2 47.0 39.2 7.8 6.8
UK 39.9 47.3 43.5 40.4 27.2 25.2 16.3 15.3 16.6 12.3
EU-15(2) 28.8 32.4 65.0 62.4 42.0 38.4 23.0 24.0 6.2 5.2
EUR-11 25.0 28.2 70.8 68.1 46.0 42.2 24.8 26.0 4.2 3.6
IS 56.2 43.8 35.4 8.4 0.0
NO 63.0 60.8 36.4 38.3 24.0 23.9 12.4 14.4 0.5 1.0
EEA(3) 29.4 32.9 64.5 62.0 41.7 38.2 22.8 23.8 6.1 5.1

(') Employees, self-employed, pensioners and others. Source: Eurostat-ESSPROS.
(2) Data for Sweden not included.
(3) Data for Sweden and Iceland not included.

Methods and concepts
The data on social protection expenditure and receipts have been calculated in accordance with the revised methodology for the European System of 
integrated Social PROtection Statistics (ESSPROS), the “ESSPROS Manual 1996’ .
Expenditure includes social benefits, administration costs and other expenditure by social protection schemes.
Social benefits are classified in the ESSPROS Manual 1996 in the following eight functions: Sickness/health care, Disability, Old age, Survivors, 
Family/children, Unemployment, Housing, Social exclusion not elsewhere classified (n.e.c).
Social benefits are recorded without any deduction of taxes or other compulsory levies payable on them by beneficiaries. ’Tax benefits" (tax reductions 
granted to households for social protection purposes) are generally excluded.

Abbreviations
The euro zone (EUR-11) comprises Belgium (B), Germany (D), Spain (E), France (F), Ireland (IRL), Italy (I), Luxembourg (L), the Netherlands (NL), Austria 
(A), Portugal (P) and Finland (FIN).
The European Union (EU-15) comprises the euro zone countries plus Denmark (DK), Greece (EL), Sweden (S) and the United Kingdom (UK).
The European Economic Area (EEA) comprises the countries of the European Union plus Iceland (IS), Norway (NO) and Liechtenstein. No data are 
available for Liechtenstein.

Notes on the data
Data on benefits and receipts are not available for Sweden for the period 1990-1992. Data for Iceland are not available for 1990. The figures for EU-15 and 
the EEA have been calculated, wherever necessary, without Sweden and Iceland either to enable the results to be compared over time or to maintain 
consistency with other results presented in this publication.
France and Ireland record disability pensions paid to persons of retirement age as benefits under the disability function (instead of the old-age function).
For France (from 1995) and Sweden (from 1993), the figures are calculated according to the new national accounts methodology ESA95.
The 1997 data are provisional for B, D, E, I, NL, P, FIN and UK.

Eurostat reference publications 
Methodology: "ESSPROS Manual 1996", 1996.
Data: "Social protection expenditure and receipts 1980-97", 2000.

Eurostat reference database
’ New Cronos" database, "SESPROS" domain.
Please contact Eurostat's Data Shop network (see last page)._______________________________________________________________________
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Further information:
> Reference publications

Title Social protection expenditure and receipts 1980-97  
Catalogue No C A -27-99-568-EN -C  Price EUR 37

> Data bases
New Cronos 
Domain: SESPRO S

To obtain information or to order publications, data bases and special sets of data, please contact the Data Shop network:
B ELG IQ U E /B E LG IË _________________ D A N M A R K ___________________ DEUTSC H LA N D____________________ ESP A Ñ A  FR A N C E ITA LIA  -  Rom a

Eurostat Data Shop 
Bruxeiles/Brussel
Chaussée d’Etterbeek 13 
Etterbeeksesteenweg 13 
8-1049 BRUXELLES/BRUSSEL 
Tel. (32-2) 299 66 66 
Fax (32-2) 295 01 25 
E-Mail: datashop.brussels@cec.ei

DANMARKS STATISTIK 
Bibliotek og Information 
Eurostat Data Shop
Sejrogade 11 
DK-2100 K0BENHAVN 0  
Tel. (45-39) 17 30 30 
Fax (45-39) 17 30 03 

i.int E-Mail: bib@dst.dk

STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT 
Eurostat Data Shop Berlin
Otto-Braun-Straße 70-72 
0-10178 BERLIN 
Tel. (49-30) 23 24 64 27/28 
Fax (49-30) 23 24 64 30 
E-Mail:
datashop@statistik-bund.de

INE Eurostat Data Shop
Paseo de la Castellana, 183 
Oficina 009
Entrada por Estébanez Calderón 
E-28046 MADRID 
Tel. (34-91)583 91 67 
Fax (34-91) 579 71 20 
E-Mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es

INSEE Info Service 
Eurostat Data Shop
195, rue de Bercy 
Tour Gamma A 
F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12 
Tel. (33-1)53 17 88 44 
Fax (33-1) 53 17 88 22 
E-Mail: datashop@insee.fr

ISTAT
Centro di Informazione Statistica 
Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop
Via Cesare Balbo, 11a 
1-00184 ROMA 
Tel. (39-06) 46 73 31 02/06 
Fax (39-06) 46 73 31 01/07 
E-Mail: dipdiff@istat.it

ITALIA  -  M ilano

ISTAT
Ufficio Regionale per la Lombardia 
Eurostat Data Shop
Via Fieno 3 
1-20123 MILANO 
Tel. (39-02) 8061 32460 
Fax (39-02) 8061 32304 
E-mail: mileuro@tin.it

LU X EM B O U R G

Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg
BP 453
L-2014 LUXEMBOURG
4, rue A  Weicker
L-2721 LUXEMBOURG
Tel. (352) 43 35 22 51
Fax (352) 43 35 22 221
E-Mail: dslux@eurostat.datashop.lu

NEDERLAND

STATISTICS NETHERLANDS 
Eurostat Data Shop-Voorburg
po box 4000
2270 JM VOORBURG
Nederland
Tel. (31-70) 337 49 00 
Fax (31-70) 337 59 84 
E-Mail: datashop@cbs.nl

N O RGE

Statistics Norway
Library and Information Centre
Eurostat Data Shop
Kongens gate 6 
P. b. 8131, dep.
N-0033 OSLO 
Tel. (47-22) 86 46 43 
Fax (47-22) 86 45 04 
E-Mail: datashop@ssb.no

P O R TU G A L

Eurostat Data Shop Lisboa 
INE/Serviço de Difusâo
Av. António José de Almeida, 2 
P-1000-043 LISBOA 
Tel. (351-21)842 61 00 
Fax (351-21)842 63 64 
E-Mail: data.shop@ine.pt

SCHW E1Z/SUISSE/SV1ZZERA

Statistisches Amt des Kantons 
Zürich, Eurostat Data Shop
Bleicherweg 5 
CH-8090 Zürich 
Tel. (41-1)225 12 12 
Fax (41-1)225 12 99 
E-Mail: datashop@zh,ch 
Internetadresse: 
http://www. zh.ch/statistik

S U O M I/F IN LA N D

Eurostat Data Shop Helsinki 
Tilastokirjasto
Postiosoite: PL 2B
Käyntiosoite: Työpajakatu 13 B, 2 krs 
FIN-00022 Tilastokeskus 
Tel. (358-9) 17 34 22 21 
Fax (358-9) 17 34 22 79
S-posti dalashop.tjlaslokeskus@blastokeskus.fi 
Intemetadresse:
http://www. blastokeskus.fi/tkAk/datashop.html

SVERIG E

STATISTICS SWEDEN 
Information service 
Eurostat Data Shop
KariavSgen 100 - Box 24 300
S-104 51 STOCKHOLM
Tel. (46-8) 50 69 48 01
Fax (46-8) 50 69 48 99
E-Mail: infoservice@scb.se
URL: http://www.scb.se/info/datashop/
eudatashop.asp

UNITED KINGDOM

Eurostat Data Shop 
Enquiries & advice and 
publications
Office for National Statistics
Customers & Electronic Services Unit
1 Drummond Gate - B1/05
UK-LONDON SW1V 2QQ
Tel (44-171)533 56 76
Fax (44-1633)812 762
E-Maii: eurostatdatashop@ons.gov.uk

UN ITED  K ING DO M

Eurostat Data Shop 
Electronic Data Extractions, 
Enquiries & advice · R.CADE
Unit 1L Mountjoy Research Centre 
University of Durham 
UK - DURHAM DH1 3SW 
Tel: (44-191)374 7350 
Fax: (44-191) 384 4971 
E-Mail: r-cade@dur.ac.uk 
URL: http://www-rcade.dur.ac.uk

UN ITED  STA TES O F A M ER IC A

HAVER ANALYTICS 
Eurostat Data Shop
60 East 42nd Street 
Suite 3310
USA-NEW YORK. NY 10165 
Tel. (1-212) 986 93 00 
Fax (1-212) 986 58 57 
E-Mail: eurodata@haver.com

Media Support Eurostat (for professional journalists only).
Bech Building Office A3/48 · L-2920 Luxembourg · Tel. (352) 4301 33408 · Fax (352) 4301 32649 · e-mail: media.support@cec.eu.int
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□ Please send me a free copy of ‘Eurostat Mini-Guide' (catalogue 
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Language required: □  DE □  EN □  FR

Order form
I would like to subscribe to Statistics in focus (from 1.1.2000 to 31.12.2000): 
(for the Data Shop and sales office addresses see above)

□  Formula 1: All 9 themes (approximately 140 issues)
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□  Theme 1 'General statistics’
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