
his love 
or sport

4 umph that have marked his fifteen years 
as club manager: the Champions Cup at 
Barcelona and then Vienna, Tokyo and A- 
thens. Steps in a long story of successes 
achieved thanks to the perfect organisa
tion of the society that has made Milan a 
model for the international football world 
to imitate

THE PHILOSOPHY 
OF MILAN 
AND ITS 
PROTAGONISTS
/ / T  dreamed of w inning the Champi- 

JL ons' League" said Berlusconi, "but 
I also im agined how  it would be done, 
how this victory would be won. It was not 

6 4  only the victory of a football team but the
victory of the values in which we all firm
ly believed: dedication to a common cause, 
altruism and perseverance, the ability to 
make sacrifices, fairness towards adver
saries and attention to every detail. We 
had to win, but win well. We had to play

FOOTBALL, A FAMILY PASSION 
In the photo on the left, Silvio Berlusconi in 
the stadium with young Eleonora. Above, on 
the held, Luigi junior greets his idol,
Paolo Maldini, captain of Milan and of the 
National team

a good game, respecting our opponents 
and enrapturing our supporters". The 
story of Berlusconi's Milan is also a story 
of great trainers. Strategies from the side
line chosen by the m anager himself, not 
only for their technical qualities but also, 
and above all, for their ability to adhere to 
the "M ilan philosophy", to adhere to the 
ambitious project both at managerial and 
organisational level that has m ade both 
the club and the team an example to imi
tate. The Berlusconi era is marked, most 
of all, by two trainers, Arrigo Sacchi and ►
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DEDICATED TO MY FATHER
On the day he w on his first W orld Cup, Silvio Berlusconi dedicated the success of M ilan to the m oving  
m em ory of his father Luigi w ho used to take him to the stadium  to  w atch the gam es.

This image of the Milan Club as European and World champion when it 
celebrated ninety years of activity brings back many memories from 
my childhood. The discussions with my school friends, the long hours 

spent studying, waiting for my father when he came home late from work and 
then when he smilingly came through the door. For me it was as if the sun 
had come into our home. With him, my kind, loving father, we spent hours 
speaking about my studies and my school. But mainly we talked about our 
team 'Milan' as if it were the incarnation of our dreams and our Utopia, al
ways convincing each other that we woidd win, as if we ourselves would be 
on the field. I remember the church service that we attended together every Sun
day morning, our comments and ideas about the sermon. I remember how we 
went together to buy meringue for my mother waiting for us at home, in the 
kitchen preparing Sunday lunch, the only meal that we ate in the dining room 
with an embroidered tablecloth and flowers on the table. And all the time I 
kept asking the time, impatient, afraid to be late. And finally, hand in hand, 
we ivent to the stadium, either the Arena or San Siro, where I made myself as 
small as possible so that we could both get in on one ticket. And then breath
less for the waiting, arms around my father's neck for the triumphs and sad
ness for the lost games. And always my father consoling me, telling me that 
next time we ivould win. Good old Milan team, the team ofPuricelli, ofCara- 
pellese, ofTosolini, ofGimona, a team that never managed to win anything important. My dear father, 
with many sleepless nights poring over work brought home from the office to make ends meet in a post 
war family. How sweet it is now to remember you together, my father and my team. In the moments of 
triumph, of praise, of international fame of the Milan of today, allow me, dear old Milan, to join my 
story to yours, allow me to be proud of my contribution in making you great, allow me to dedicate this 
victory to my father. The players wanted to dedicate it to me, but I want to dedicate it to the person who 
helped me through my most difficult moments, who told me, ''Whoever believes will win, just you see, 
we'll win". And so we have. Tomorrow we will dream of other goals, we will find other challenges and 
we will search for other victories. They will bring out all that is good, strong and true in us, in all of us 
who have lived together the adventure and the privilege of joining our lives to a dream called Milan.

Silvio Berlusconi



4 Fabio Capello. Both tuned towards a more 
m odem  and spectacular football, these 
two men represented wagers taken on and 
won by the Manager. W hen Sacchi came 
to Milan in the summer of 1987, he had no 
experience at First Division level. W hen 
Silvio Berlusconi called him to Milan from 
Parma, going against general scepticism, 
he w as follow ing one of the fam ous in
tuitions that have distinguished his career 
as an entrepreneur. It turned out to be a 
brilliant idea. Sacchi not only led Milan to 
the top in Italy, Europe and the world by

w inning two C ham pions' League cups 
and two intercontinental Championships, 
but with his innovative schemes strongly 
supported by Berlusconi, he gave Italian 
football a revolutionary change trans
forming it from a defensive game to an of
fensive gam e and so producing a m uch 
more spectacular match. The gamble on 
Fabio Capello was just as risky but, once

again, it turned out to be a winner. After 
four years of uninterrupted victories un
der the guide of Sacchi, the sporting press 
considered the team to have reached the 
top. But Berlusconi didn't believe this. He 
was convinced that this group of players 
still had a lot to give to their fans and to 
Italian football in general. They needed 
new  incentives. The M anager noticed
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Capello, w ho coached the junior M ilan 
team, and immediately judged him to be 
the right man to keep the team at the top. 
No sooner said than done.
Capello's M ilan becam e 'Invincible' M i
lan and won four championships in five 
years and reached the finals of the Cham
pions League three tim es consecutively 
clim axing in 1994 at A thens where they

With Berlusconi 
Everything changed, 

even the scheme 
o f the game: 

it became 
a faster game 

with closer marking

had a resounding victory over Cruijff's 
Barcelona. Playing a less offensive game 
than they did under A rrigo Sacchi, the 
team  led by Fabio Capello counts on an 
iron defence.
They lost very few points along the way 
and established a reputation of being un
beatable in the championship games. 
This record represents one of the many tri
um phs of the football- entrepreneurial 
union that is unequalled in the history of 
professional football, the union between 
Silvio Berlusconi and Milan Football Club.

the Medals
6 sh ie lds

1987/88 1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 1995/96 1998/99

4 Supercup Leagues
1988 1992 1993 1994

3 Cham pions Leagues
1988/89 1989/90 1993/94

3 European Supercups
1989 1990 1994

2 Intercontinental C u p s
1989 1990
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t h e  h i r t l i  o f
For^i Italia

199^: the parties of democratic and western origins that 

have governed Italy for the last fifty years 

have been eliminated by the "judicial resolution"! 

Against everyone and everything, Silvio Berlusconi issues 

his challenge and gathers together the moderate parties



the birth of
Forza Italia

26Í" th January 1994. 
'T h e  m ain item  

on all the television 
news programmes was 
Silvio Berlusconi's mes
sage announcing that 
he had resigned from  
all Iris social positions in 
the Group that he had 
founded. "I want to put 

all my experience and all my enthusiasm 
into a battle in which I am absolutely and 
totally convinced". The challenge was is
sued and Berlusconi entered into the field 
of politics.
This announcement had an enormous ef-

"Enough o f politics with 
words, enough o f 

meaningless talk, o f 
crossed vetoes, o f old 

hostilities and 
negotiations'under the 

table . We need a 
different, clean type 

o f politics."

feet. Suddenly the Italian political scene 
was thrown into confusion, the invinci
ble 'war machine' of the left wing parties 
found an unexpected obstacle on their 
road to pow er while the m oderates and 
democrats, left without a political repre
sentative, had a new  reference point. 
Berlusconi recalls those moments. 
"There w as apprehension and dread in 
the air, people feared that if the com m u
nists got into power, Italy's future would 
be illiberal and suffocating.



But alongside this anxiety there w as al
so a great desire for change, a desire to 
renew  the entire w ay of politics, for a 
moral and fresh w ay of political expres
sion. People no longer wanted to hear a 
language that they couldn't understand, 
they w anted a sim ple, plain , com pre
hensible language.
It was the end of 1993 and Italy had been 
through the events of Tangentopoli and 
people had seen the penalisation of all, 
or alm ost all, the ru ling classes of the

w estern dem ocratic parties. The M ilan 
C ourts of Law  had aim ed their blow s 
well and they had elim inated practical
ly all the small parties, the Italian Liber
al Party, the Social Dem ocratic Party, the 
Republican Party and the members of the 
Socialist party w ho w ere not left wing. 
The sam e thing had happened to the 
Christian Dem ocrat Party.
The left had caused a new  electoral law 
to be passed which was put into effect for 
the autum n ad m inistrative elections.

W ith 34% of the votes, the left managed 
to win 80% of the m unicipalities and so 
they asked the President of the Republic 
to dissolve parliam ent and to announce 
new  elections.
They obtained this and m any of us be
gan to w orry becau se w e saw  that the 
moderate parties, or that which remained 
o f the m oderate parties, h ad n 't under
stood that to com pete w ith the new law, 
they had to sum  the votes as the left had 
so successfully done. O ld resentm ents, 
dislikes and rancour divided them and 
they w ere unable to com e to an agree
ment. I remember speaking to these pro
tagonists and trying to convince them to 
be reasonable.
In that difficult situation, we felt almost 
obliged to find a solution bu t it w asn 't 
easy  to find the 
courage. 1 still re
m em ber the doubts, 
the uncertainties, the 
d iscu ssions and the 
sleepless nights, but 
still w e cou ld n 't get 
up  enough courage.
Then suddenly this 
courage cam e to us, 
it 's  been w ith us 
through all these years 
and it is still w ith  us 
today and w ill be 
from now onw ards".
O n the 15th January 
1994, President Scal- 
faro, at the request of 
the left wing, dissolved parliam ent and 
announced early elections.
Three days later, on the 18th January, 
Berlusconi officially founded Forza Italia 
and the die w as cast.
The leader of Forza Italia w as still w ait
ing for a miracle from the moderates but 
the old politicians 'decided not to decide'. 
There was no more time to waste.
O n the 26th January a new  phase started 
for Italy. ►



the birth of
Forza Italia

◄ 6 th  FEBRUARY 1994, 
THE START OF A 
GREAT ADVENTURE
Rome, Sunday 6th February 1994, 

Palafiera, 12.30. In the stalls thou
sands of people from all over Italy burst 
into a seemingly endless applause when 
Silvio Berlusconi opened his first speech 
as a political leader.
It w as a historical m om ent. Berlusconi 
spoke w ithout a script, w ithout n otes... 
"W h ile  I w as com ing here, I felt like a 
crazy person coming to meet a lot of oth- 

7 2  er crazy people, I thought about this 
craziness that seems to have infected all 
of us and m any others like us, and I re
alised once again the truth of that which

"The left-wing parties 
are made up o f the 
same men who, for  

years, have believed in 
a formula for society 

which, wherever 
it has been applied, 

has led to
incredible disaster"

I had written in the preface of a wonder
ful book, "The Praise of Folly" by Eras
m us of Rotterdam.
In that preface I w rote ' the thesis that 
comes from these pages is true. The most

im portant decisions, the w isest 
d ecisions and the fairest d eci
sions are not those that com e 
from the brain but those that are 
the fruit of a far-seeing, vision
ary m adness".
The thousands of people crowd
ing the hall greeted these words 
w ith  a long applause and w el-

PIU* FORZA
AU ITA1IA CHF CAM II»
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corned the man they had chosen 
as their leader, hailing him as the 
new  moderate Italian leader. 
That cross-section of Italian so
ciety- m en and w om en, young 
and elderly, w orkers and stu
dents, pensioners and profes
sional people, mothers and man
agers- all those who were crowd-



ed into the Palafiera were conquered by 
a man who had left a life of security to 
risk everything to save his country from 
a suffocating and illiberal future.
"I felt -  continued Berlusconi -  A  sort of 
responsibility that I cou ld n 't ignore. It 
was as if I were about to leave for a won
derful journey w hen suddenly I found 
in front of m e a person w ho needed my

ENTHUSIAM
Since Forza Italia was founded In 

1994, it has fired an enthusiasm in the 
population that is without precedence 

in the history of the Italian Republic
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1 dream of a free 
society, of men and 

women, where there
is no fear, 

where instead of 
envy and hate 

between the classes, 
there is only 

générosité
dedicati 

I

olidari 
br work and 

tolerance and 
respect for life"

THE N EW  ITALIAN 
MIRACLE
“After the war, our 
country was able to 
amaze the world 
with that which was 
then called “the 
Italian miracle” .
I believe that also 
today we can make 
our country take a 
leap forward and 
construct a new 
period of 
development and 
well-being”

<4 help. Although I was looking forward to 
this holiday it would have been im pos
sible to look away and pretend not to see, 
it would have been a crim e of omission. 
It is for this reason -b ecau se  w e all feel 
a responsibility to leave our selfishness 
behind and do som ething for our coun
try -th a t w e are all here today, that w e 
have answered this call to arms.
It's for this reason that we are here today 
with the willingness to start out on a long

"We are here to 
announce the 

principles and values 
hy which we are 

inspired and to indicate 
clearly that which must 

he done to change 
our country"

journey, a journey of hope and faith in 
our future". With these words, a historic, 
epic battle started.
Silvio Berlusconi wrote, "I thought I had 
finished with goals and aims, I believed 
that I had at last reached m y final objec
tive and that I could settle dow n and be 
a grandfather.
I thought I would have tim e to read the 
books I hadn't read and listen to the m u
sic I love. Then suddenly our country was 
facing a great danger, som ething that 
could change our lives and, above all, the 
lives of those w e love. O ur country was 
facing an uncertain, suffocating and il
liberal future. So here again w as a new  
goal, a challenge that I couldn't ignore: 
to guarantee ou r nation  a perm anent 
place in the w estern w orld, in freedom  
and dem ocracy". ►



HiS ENTRANCE in to
//T taly is the country I  love 

l a n d  w here I  have m y  
roots, m y hopes and m y hori
zons. H ere I  have learnt m y  
profession as an entrepreneur 
from  m y father and from  life 
and here I  have developed m y 
passion fo r freedom .
I  have chosen to go into politics because 
I  do not want to live in an illiberal 
country governed by immature forces 
and men who are tightly bound to a 
past that is both a political and eco
nomical failure.

T o be able to dedicate myself to this 
neiv choice, I  have today handed 

in my resignation from every position 
I  had in the Group I  founded. I  have re
signed from my position as publisher 
and entrepreneur so that I  can dedicate 
all my experience and all my enthu
siasm to a battle in which I  believe with 
the utmost conviction and steadfast
ness. I  know what I  don't want and, 
together with the many Italians who 
have trusted me through all these years, 
I  also know exactly what I  do want. 
Furthermore, I  truly believe that I  will 
be able to achieve this aim, in a sincere 
and honest alliance with all the liber
al and democratic forces that feel that 
it is their civil duty to offer their coun
try a credible alternative to a left wing 
and communist government.
The old Italian political class has been 
overwhelmed by facts and overtaken

by time. The old governors have al
lowed themselves to be submerged by 
public debt and by the illegal financial 
system o f the parties, leaving the na
tion unprepared and uncertain in this 
difficult moment o f renewal and tran
sition to a new Republic.

Never as much as in this moment, 
does Italy, that quite rightly dis

trusts prophets and saviours, need peo
ple with their heads on their shoulders,

people with consolidated experience, 
creative and innovative, who are able 
to give valid help to make the State 
work. The referendum has shown that 
the people have chosen a nezv electoral 
parliamentary system but until this 
new system functions well, it is ab
solutely necessary that the left wing 
parties are opposed by a group o f par
ties advocating freedom, a group that 
will be able to gather together the best

o f a clean, reasonable, modern coun
try. All the forces that are built on 
sound democratic western principles 
must be part o f this group, starting 
with the catholic group which gener
ously contributed to the last fifty years 
o f our history as a united country.

I t is very important to be able to of
fer Italian citizens the same values 

that have permitted the development 
o f  freedom in all the great western

democracies. It is those objectives and 
values that have never been truly ac
cepted in any o f the countries governed 
by old communist ideas, Iwwever they 
may have been recycled and renovat
ed. And o f course, Italy was not an ex
ception to this elementary rule.

F olloivers of the old communist par
ties and all those nostalgic for com

munism are not only unprepared to 
govern our nation but they carry with



POLITICS
26th January, 1994, Silvio Berlusconi 

announced to the Nation his entrance into 
politics. It was the beginning of a long, 

difficult, painful battle for Italy. Here is the 
text of his declaration, a historical document

them an ideological heritage which is 
in contrast and totally incompatible 
with the needs o f a public administra
tion that wants to be politically liber
al and economically forward-looking.

Our left wing parties claim to have 
changed. They say they have be

come liberal democratic but this is to
tally untrue. Their members are still 
the same and their mentality, their cul
ture, their deepest convictions and their 
behaviour are unchanged. They do not 
believe in the market, in private ini
tiative, in profit and in the individual. 
They don't believe that the world can 
change for the better through the free 
contribution o f many people, each dif
ferent from  the others. They haven't 
changed. Listen to them speaking, 
watch their television news pro
grammes paid for  by the State, and 
read their newspapers. They no longer 
believe in anything. They want to 
transform our country into a crowd 
that screams, shouts, inveighs and con
demns. It is because o f this that we are 
obliged to oppose them. Because we be
lieve in the individual, in the family, 
in business, competition and develop
ment, in efficiency, in free trade and in 
solidarity, all forerunners of justice and 
freedom.

If  I  have decided to go into politics 
with a new movement and if I  now 

ask every one of you to follow me, now, 
immediately before it is too late, it is 
because I  dream, but with my eyes wide

open, o f a free society o f men and 
women where there is no fear, where 
instead o f envy and hate between the 
classes there is only generosity, dedi
cation, solidarity, love for work and tol
erance and respect for life.

T he political party that I  propose 
to you is called, not surprisingly, 

Forza Italia. What we want the move
ment to be is a free organisation o f a 
completely new type o f voter rather 
than one o f the numerous parties or 
factions that are created to divide. We 
want to create a force whose aim is to
tally different, we want to unite and 
finally give Italy a majority and a gov
ernment that is worthy of the deepest 
felt needs o f the common people.

We want to offer the Italian peo
ple a political force that is to

tally new. We want to offer the nation 
a government programme made up on
ly o f concrete and understandable un
dertakings. We want to renew Italian 
society. We want to give support and 
trust to anyone who creates employ
ment and well-being and we want to 
accept, and win, the great productive 
and technological challenges offered by 
Europe and the modern zvorld. We 
want to offer sufficient space to any
one who wants to build and construct 
a future for themselves, either in the 
North or South of our nation. We want 
a government and a parliamentary ma
jority that is able to give dignity to the 
family, the original nucleus o f every

society. We want a government that is 
able to respect every faith, give rea
sonable hope to those who are weak, 
who are looking for work, who need 
care and for those who, after a lifetime 
o f work, have the right to live in seren
ity and tranquillity.

A  government and a majority that 
will bring more care and respect 

to the environment and that will, with 
great determination, oppose criminal
ity, corruption and the abuse o f drugs. 
We want a government that will guar
antee its citizens more security, order 
and efficiency. The history o f Italy has 
come to a turning point. As entrepre
neur, citizen and now as a citizen who 
has become a politician, without fear 
but with the determination and seren
ity that life has given me, I  tell you that 
it is possible to make an end o f politics 
made up o f incomprehensible talk, o f 
stupid quarrels and o f unprofessional 
politicians. I  tell you that together we 
can realise our great dream, a dream 
o f a fairer Italy, an Italy that is more 
generous towards the needy, more pros
perous and serene, more modern and 
efficient, a real protagonist in Europe 
and in the world. I  tell you that we can, 
and tint we must, construct together, 
for ourselves and for our children, a 
new Italian miracle.

Silvio Berlusconi
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< A NEW  WAY 
IN POLITICS
Berlusconi is able to com m unicate in

front of radio microphones, in front 
of television cam eras and live in front 
of thousands of people. His intervention 
cannot be com pared to that of the old

stamp. He prefers to reason, discuss and 
reply to his listeners, to w in them  over 
with pathos and irony.
In the theatres and in the halls, w hen he 
is on the podium (he insists on linear and 
recognisable scenography and he has e- 
lim inated all the party phraseology be
hind the speaker) he alternates his dis
cussion from a fixed position with w alk
ing up and dow n the stage with the m i
crophone in his hand. O ften he goes 
dow n into the crowd and im provises a 
series of questions and answers. H e has 
a natural skill for oration that he has per
fected over the years with practice, study 
and reading. He speaks spontaneously 
preparing only a b rief outline and the 
main points of the speech. He remembers 
names, num bers and concepts by heart 
and he never exaggerates w ith citations 
which, in the world of politics, is unusu-

The LAYMAN S CREED 
Of FORZA ITALIA

Rome, 6th February 1994, from Silvio Berlusconi's first spontaneous speech

The values that are the foundation of our civil and political undertaking are the 
same values that are the foundation of all the great western democracies.

We believe in freedom,
in all its multiple and vital forms,
the freedom of thought and opinion,
the freedom of expression,
the freedom of religion, all religions,
the freedom of association
We believe in the freedom of enterprise,
the freedom of the market, governed by certain regidations,
that are clear and equal for everyone.

But freedom  isn't gracefully “granted" by the State because it comes be
fore the State. It is a natural right that belongs to every human being and 
upon which the State should be built. The State must recognise and defend 
this right, in all its forms, so that it can be a legitimate, free, democratic na
tion and not an arbitrary tyrannical State. We believe that the State must 
serve the citizens and not that the citizens must serve the State. It is for this 
reason that we believe in the individual and we are convinced that every
one must have the right to self realisation,

to aspire to ivell-being and happiness 
to construct their own future with their own hands 
to be able to educate their children in freedom.

It is for this reason that we believe in the family, the nucleus of our society.

Furthermore we believe in free enterprise,
in those to whom is assigned the special social task
of creating work, well-being and wealth.

We believe in the values of our national culture that has made us the envy 
of the whole world.
We believe in the values of our Christian traditions, 

in the fundamental values of life, 
in a common ivell-being,
in the fundamental values of freedom of education 
and learning, in the values of peace, 
of solidarity, 
of justice,
of tolerance towards everyone, starting with our opponents.

And above all we believe in respect and love towards those who are weak
er than we are, the sick, the children, the elderly and those living on the out
skirts of society. We want to live in a m odem  country inhere generosity, al
truism, dedication and love of work are values that are felt and shared by 
everyone. A t the same time, we believe -  as free traders - in the mechanisms 
of a free market that takes individual selfishness and transforms it into col
lective well-being. A nd finally we believe in the positive effects for every
one that can be gained from competition and progress, virtues that cannot 
exist in the absence of freedom.



al. As Paolo Guzzanti cannily notes, "in  
Italy today, only Berlusconi has the in
nate gift that perm its him , regardless of 
the well organised and informative con
tents, to enter into d irect visual and e- 
m otional contact with an audience.
A strongly structured crowd that expects 
messages similar to and complementary 
to the ideas that have already matured in 
each single person.

Betw een the leader and the public there 
is a contract stipulated through m oral 
emotions. The public feel that they have 
m ade a good investment and Berlusconi 
feels a strong bond w ith them , he feels 
that strong, complicated expectations are 
concentrated on him. The public who sur
round him  w hen he m akes a sponta
neous speech is a strongly, morally em o
tional public".

But w hy moral? Because the people, the 
millions of Italians from all walks of life 
w ho see their ideals reflect
ed in Berlusconi, have placed 
their trust and hope in him.
In him  lies their hope for a 
radical change from  the old 
politics and the old parties, 
their need for modernity and 
efficiency, their deep, heart
felt aversion to com munism 
and their love o f freedom  
and democracy.
W hen they go to listen to 
him , they feel a need for 
truth and Berlusconi never 
disappoints them. He never 
uses com plicated language, 
never expresses unclear con-

Mtin tnui
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cepts, never splits hairs. He 
speaks from the heart, speaks 
simply, jokes, uses irony and 
convinces them with a clear 
d ebate so that after one or 
tw o hours, his spellbound, 
fascinated audience, all those 
w ho follow  the light-blue 
emblem, are ready for him to 
start all over again.

Kipartire da

Milano



AT THE 
0U1RINALE 
29™ April 1994, 
Silvio Berlusconi 
is assigned the 
task of forming a 
new Government 
by the President 
of the Republie-

The politician





the first 
Berlusconi 

Government
th M arch  1994. Tim e 22.00. The 
polling stations are dosed. There is 

a great sense of antidpation. O ne of the 
toughest electoral cam paigns in the his
tory of Italian elections has just been con
cluded. O nce again the citizens are con
vinced that they are living through a cru
cial, decisive period. As in the elections of 
f 8th A pril 1948 w hen the com m unists 
were defeated by democratic and western 
parties, the tw o antagonists are of two 
different philosophies, two different views 
of society, of the State and of the world 
in general, two opposing m odels of de
velopm ent. The televisions are broad- 

82 casting the first results and the verdict is 
unequivocal. The Rai with Cirm, the Fin- 
invest stations with D oxa and Telemon- 
tecarlo with Directa are all confirming that
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THE STATESMAN 
Silvio Berlusconi greets 
Giovanni Paolo II.
On the left, Berlusconi 
at the European Council in 
Corfù, the first international 
summit in which he 
participated as 
representative for Italy

the "Polo delle Liberté" is in the lead. Sil
vio Berlusconi has w on and the left wing 
parties have been thoroughly defeated. 
There is a feeling o f great excitem ent 
throughout the whole country.
On the 27th April, a month after the elec
tions, the Head of State asks Berlusconi to 
form  a new governm ent which was en
dorsed by parliam ent on the 18th May.

Popular consent for Forza Italia, expressed 
by the elections of M arch 1994, was con
firmed by the European elections in the 
following June. Silvio Berlusconi's party 
becam e even stronger and gained 30.6% 
of the votes, which, added to those of the 
other coalition parties, reached 51.8%. The 
second consecutive defeat led to the res
ignation of the Secretaries of three of the



Hîs meetings 
with Ciovifíhi 

Pablo II

From his FIRST SPEECH 
in PARLIAMENT

"Alloiv m e to remind you -  Mr. Presidente and Sen
ators -  o f  the true spirit that an im ates the G overn
m ent and he w ho lias the honour o f  leading it. Ours 
is a country o f  extraord inary  v itality  that is capa
ble o f  m iraculous ventures that am aze the w orld, a 
country that has an innate love o f  life. R ecently the 
political difficulties, the crisises o f  the ru ling class
es an d  a c lim ate  o f  d istru st h av e  in trodu ced  into  
Italy an atmosphere o f  pessimism and scepticism that 
runs the risk o f  becom ing a subtle and lethal poison. 
O ur sp irit is to reverse this s itu ation , ou r state o f  
m ind is that o f  people w ho are experts o f  life and its 
hardships rather than experts in the malignity o f  pol
itics but w ho understand how ever that the Institu
tions and the State are the m irror in which society is 
reflected. I, as m any before me, have a dream. I  dream  
o f  m aking this m irror absolutely transparent and to 
give back to society, from  where m any new  mem bers 
o f  P arliam en t com e, that energy, that v itality  and  
that creativity that is the true genetic patrim ony o f  
the Italian people.
To reach this goal, the Prem ier needs you r help, the 
support o f  the m ajority and a rigid control o f  the op
position. Tlie country has a strong and desperate need 
to rediscover its volatile and determ ined nature, its 
love o f  challenge an d  innovation an d  the jo y  o f  de
feating, w herever it m ay be hiding, the evil tem pta
tions o f  fear, envy and artificiality.
M y  goa l in g overn m en t is the sam e g oa l that per
suaded m e to go  into politics. I  firm ly believe in a col
lective undertaking, in a great adventure that needs 
to be fed  w ith fire  an d  m oral faith . I  believe that to
gether w e can construct a nation that is fairer, more 
generous and m ore caring towards those in need and  
those w ho suffer, an  Italy that is m ore m odern and  
efficient, m ore prosperous an d  serene, m ore organ
ised an d  m ore secure. I  am  totally  convinced  that, 
with the help o f  G od and m an, w e w ill succeed''.
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parties belonging to the progressive coali
tion. But despite these overwhelming elec
tion results, the Berlusconi Government 
finds itself obliged to defend itself from 
serious attacks from  the opposition and 
bullets start flying around the new  Pre
mier from the Courts which then started 
exhaustive investigation into Iris past, even 
digging up photographs and film s of

Berlusconi taken in all the Italian stadiums 
when he was Manager of M ilan Football 
club ("Whoever was sitting close to Berlus
coni in all those years?" n.d.r.). H is ac
cusers started calling all those prepared to 
give evidence against him in the hope of 
obtaining any declaration whatsoever that 
could involve the Premier in any way. Still 
today, in April 2001, after seven years of a

judicial persecution that is without prece
dent in a democratic country, Silvio Berlus
coni still remains untouched despite the 
fact that everything possible has been 
done to accuse him  o f any offence.
In the attem pt to charge him  with fe 
lony, his past life and that of his societies 
has been turned inside out, and Fiscal po
lice have visited the offices of his com - ►
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4 parries over 450 times, (including inquiries 
lasting several m onths), more than one 
m illion docum ents have been analysed 
among which papers referring to 150 bank 
current accounts and 175 savings accounts 
payable to bearer, and he and his execu
tives have been forced to face 1,151 court 
hearings. "W e w ent into pow er with 
blissful innocence" recalls Berlusconi "be
lieving that it really was the people's will 
that was suprem e and that we only had 
to be elected to be able to really govern.

national gross production increased, in
com e into the Treasury increased (with
out the introduction of new taxes), and, 
for the first time in m any years, State ex
penditure and fiscal pressure decreased. 
Thanks to the Tremonti Law, 300,000 new 
businesses were created in 1995 and an
other 300,000 in 1995. For the first time in 
the history of the Republic, a Minister for 
the Fam ily was appointed and 2,200 bil
lion lire were set aside for groups of needy 
citizens or for those who cared for disabled 
people in their homes. As well as this, the 
Armed Forces were modernised and up
dated and the fight against the Mafia was

reinforced. These were the early success
es that were to be followed by a vaster and 
more compelling reform plan of the State, 
the development of the economy and the 
creation of new jobs. As Berlusconi recalls 
from those days, "We worked hard on the 
Reform of the Public administration and 
we had prepared a reform of the Nation
al Insurance that would have brought the 
income and the expenditure of Inps to the 
same level. We had already reduced tax
es on the profits of those companies who 
had undertaken to invest it in the creation 
of new jobs. We wanted to reduce the one 
hundred existing taxes to only the eight

Italy's new  role 
in the w orld

84 Within a few  months, 
under Berlusconi's 

government, income 
into the Treasury 

increased, national 
production increased 

fiscal pressure 
decreased

You must all remember what the alliance 
of those in pow er threw at us. N o other 
government has ever had to face so many 
difficulties. But we carried on governing 
anyway, trying to do our very best with 
extrem e coherence and trying to put 
everything w e had promised in our po
litical programme into action. The econo
m y started looking better, trust and en
thusiasm conquered m any Italian entre
preneurs and we started to see positive re
sults". In the space of a few m onths the



main taxes and we wanted to see the day 
when we could say: all the fiscal regula
tions in force have been revoked leaving 
in its place only one code with clear, com
prehensible regulations". Also regarding 
the so-called conflict of interest, it is Berlus
coni who recalls that, "  in the first m eet
ing of the Cabinet with the government's 
first proposal, a com mission of three ex
perts was appointed who elaborated a Bill 
that we presented in Parliam ent in Sep
tember 1994. The left wing parties covered 
up that project and they bring it out and 
clean it up as electoral propaganda every 
time there is a new election".

THE MEETINGS
Silvio Berlusconi 
at a meeting with 
the American 
President Clinton. 
Above, Agnelli and 
Romiti present the 
Fiat Works in Melfi 
to Berlusconi. 
Below, Eltsin and 
Berlusconi, 
accompanied by 
their wives, listen 
to the National 
Anthems in the 
Hall of Columns in 
the Kremlin
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THE LEADERS
On the right: 21st November 

1994. Silvio Berlusconi greets 
the Secretary General of the 

United Nations, during the UNO 
summit in Naples on 

International criminality. 
Below: Silvio Berlusconi with 

Raissa and Mikhail Gorbaciov



◄ ITALY
THE PROTAGONIST

What is Italy's role in the world? An
im portant question to w hich, as 

Sergio Romano points out, very few peo
ple know the answer. "Very little is said 
about foreign politics because everyone is 
convinced that it isn 't necessary for the 
electoral plans". You can totally agree with 
this affirm ation if you exam ine the pro
gramm es of the various parties from the 
D S to the new  m oderates. The only ex
ception to this is Forza Italia, which, in its 
m anifest, considers international ques
tions to be a decisive theme.
"We want an Italy that is worthy of its role

"Our roots go down 
deep in the liberal, 
anti-Communist 

traditions o f 
Churchill De Gaulle, 

De Gasperi and 
Adenauer, 

men who defended 
freedom "

in Europe and in the world, a country that 
is respected and admired for its present 
and not only for its great past. An Italy that 
will once again be a protagonist in the his
tory of Europe and that will play an active 
part in the process of the unification of Eu
rope. An Italy that no longer bases its for
eign policy on im provisation but on the 
correct definition of its national interests 
and on a consequent plan of action aimed 
at protecting these interests in the various 
international political scenes by means of 
an active foreign policy and a valid diplo
m atic action". C lear w ords that Silvio 
Berlusconi, as soon as he became Premier, ►
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INTERNATIONAL PROTAGONISTS 
From the left, Silvio Berlusconi with François 
Mitterrand; Berlusconi arriving in Bonn for the 
European summit meeting in June ’94; dining 
with the protagonists of G-7 in Naples; meeting 
the Dalai Lama, Nobel prize winner for Peace

4 im m ediately follow ed up, so causing a 
strong sense of discontinuity with the pre
vious governing powers. Disorientating 
the old school European left wing parties, 
the new  Prem ier faced a long series of 
m eetings and sum m it conferences in a 
purposeful and efficient way. Right from 
the very beginning Bill Clinton, Helm ut 
Kohl, Francois Mitterrand and Boris Eltsin 
realised that the Italians they were speak-

"For us Europe 
is a horizon 

o f prosperity, 
peace

and freedom"

ing to were completely different from their 
predecessors. For the first time they found 
themselves dealing with a statesman who 
was determined, attentive and far-seeing. 
In June, Berlusconi took part in the Eu

ropean Council in Corfü in w hich he 
strongly advocated the need for a new ap
proach to post-communist Russia, a coun
try that needed help on its w ay towards 
democracy. In July in Naples, the Premier



hosted the sum m it m eeting of G-7, the 
most important conference of the indus
trialised countries. It was a difficult meet
ing because of the complexity of the sub
jects to be discussed and also for the par
ticipation of Russia, a presence which had 
been strongly encouraged by Italy. Berlus
coni successfully mediated betw een the 
different positions and w as m ainly re
sponsible for the economic declaration of

" We must break 
down the wall 

that divides 
Italy from most o f it 
European partners"

N aples that obliged the single govern
ments to privilege "investment in human 
resources". A noteworthy improvement 
compared to previous policies. At the sum
m it Conference for Security and Co-op
eration in Europe held in Budapest in No
vember, the Premier, after his success in 
Naples, was able to convince the members 
to accept the Italian line that advocated 
prevention of regional conflicts within Eu- ►
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A rope by means of negotiations and to form 

an international task force capable of deal
ing with the humanitarian emergencies. 
This was a far-seeing initiative if you think 
that only a few  years later, just over our 
borders, the Balkan crisis escalated with 
its exodus of refugees, innocent victims 
of the new "ethnic persecution".
In November, at the sum m it m eeting of 
the European Council in Essen, Berlusconi 
fought successfully for European Com 
m unity attention tow ards the M editer
ranean countries and, above all, for the ap-

NEW
INTERNATIONAL
POLICY
On the left, the Premier 
with President Clinton 
in Rome. Above, 
Berlusconi at the 
Conference for Security 
and Cooperation in 
Europe, held in 
Budapest.
On the right, with the 
English Prime Minister 
Tony Blair

c
BUDA

proval of fourteen great railway projects, 
three of which directly involved Italy. 
Even in such a brief period, the Berlusconi 
government received important interna
tional recognition. The am bassador Re- 
nato Ruggiero was nominated head of the 
International Commerce Organisation and 
Italy took part in the United Nations Se
curity Council, a great personal success 
for the Premier. Another significant step 
for reinserting Italy into the International



scene was the UNO Conference on crim
inality hosted in Naples by Berlusconi. But 
it was on that occasion that the Milan Law 
Courts invited the Premier to appear be
fore the court. This w as an unprecedent
ed act and resulted in serious conse
quences for Italy's image throughout the 
world. "A t that time", Berlusconi recalled 
at the first congress of Forza Italia, "I 
presented a denunciation to the Brescia 
Law  Courts against the group of M ilan

"We will do all we can 
to ensure that 

Italy again takes its 
place as

protagonist in Europe 
and the world"

magistrates. I accused them of having vi
olated article 289 of the Penal Code, "A s
sault against a Constitutional Figure" and 
I produced undeniable evidence. Those 
events at N aples changed the course of 
history. I have well-founded reasons to be
lieve that without the summons to appear 
before the court, m y party w ould have 
continued to govern. The history of our 
country was changed by that event and 
we are still waiting for justice to be done".



The politician

THE OPPOSITION  
Rome, 11th December 1999.
Silvio Berlusconi with the young 
supporters of Forza Italia: “We are 
the opposition to the regime, we 
are the opposition of oppressive 
fiscal laws, we are the opposition 
of injustice and we are the 
opposition to unemployment”



^ 4 ,

Forza Italia set out on a long period of 

opposition. Despite the adversaries, 

Berlusconi's movement did not dissolve 

but continued growing and winning

crossing  
the desert
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in defence of
popular sovereigntycrossing 

the desert

Right from  the very beginning, Silvio 
Berlusconi thought of Forza Italia as 

a m ovement that was the exact opposite 
of the closed, bureaucratic, stifling struc
ture of the political parties that had been 
on the Italian scene for almost half a cen
tury. Several tim es during the spring of 
1994, w hen presenting Forza Italia, the 
Leader emphasised the fact that his party 
wanted to be "a  m ovem ent and an elec
toral agreement between parties for those 
citizens w ho follow  politics but do not 
m ean it as a profession for life. It is for

Th e fa c t s  g a th e r e d  in this book 
that I  have titled "Speeches fo r  

Democracy", examine and document 
the period o f  transition that our re
publican history underwent follow 
ing the so-called'judicial revolution. 
From m y programmatic speech to the 
House in M ay 1994 up to the last de
bate in November 2000,1 have record
ed our passage through a historical pe
riod during which the fundam ental 
principles o f  democracy have been vi
olated and used for  personal interest. 
Citizens' rights have been diminished 
and trampled on, the wishes o f the vot
ers have been forgotten and betrayed 
and the governm ent o f  the country  
has fallen into the control o f those who 
have not been elected and who, there
fore, have no legitim ate political or 
moral right.
All m y speeches in Parliament reflect 
this dram atic reality and their com 
mon denom inator is the im perative 
need to restore a correct condition o f  
democracy, to put an end to political 
culture and practice that has respect
ed the basic laws o f democracy only in 
theory but not in fact.

In every one o f  m y speeches, I  tena
ciously repeat this concept: dem oc
racy will return only when the real 
wish o f the people is respected, when 
the vote that is expressed by the peo
ple is fa ith fu lly  honoured by those 
elected.
This book also documents the 'cross
ing o f the desert' which has kept us in
cessantly, totally and often painfully 
em ployed from  1994 up to today, in 
the hard task o f  being the opposition  
in parliam ent and in constant d ia
logue with the Italian people. During 
these years there have been infinite 
and continual electoral dem onstra
tions for local administration, for  Eu
rope and fo r  the referendum that we 
supported and won, so that the flam e  
o f freedom shouldn't die. Forza Italia, 
with its coalition becom ing greater  
and richer thanks to the passage from  
Polo to the group o f parties form ing  
Casa delle Libert a, has continued to 
exist, resist and even to grow, keeping 
alive the hope for an alternative and a 
change.
This in itself lias been a miracle, a mir
acle that will be even greater when a
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AGAINST 
C O M M U N ISM  
Rome, 9th 
December 1999. 
Silvio Berlusconi 
celebrates the 

tenth anniversary 
of the fall of the 
Berlin wall



full, true democracy has been restored 
and reconquered and when finally the 
Italian people will have the chance to 
vote and to decide, with their vote, who 
they wish to be governed by.
Every passage in these speeches is per
m eated w ith the deep, alm ost sacred 
respect that I  feel fo r  parliam ent, the 
m axim um  institution fo r  the sover
eignty o f the people.

This sentim ent has persuaded m e to 
prepare m y parliam entary interven
tions, ever since the opening speech in 
m y first government, in a different way 
from the spontaneous discussions that 
I  usually favour. For these m ore in
form al occasions, I  have always used 
the technique o f only preparing an out
line and then playing by ear the choice 
o f expressions, the grammatical form, 

the tone and  
rhythm  o f the 
m eeting when I 
am  in direct con
tact with the pub
lic and when I  can 
feel their reactions 
and the general 
atmosphere. 
These thirty-one  
speeches and the 
three interven
tions that I  have  
pronounced dur
ing the large, pop
ular m eetings o f  
Forza Italia are the 
result o f  an accu
rate effort with  
particu lar atten
tion to details. I 
corrected and cor
rected again , I  
stated  precisely

SILVIO BERLUSCONI

ISCORSI 
PER LA 

DEMOCRAZI
MONDADO»

those Italians w ho are deeply-rooted in 
society and its problem s and w ho have 
first hand know ledge of the dram as of 
overcrowded hospitals and law courts, of 
schools that are disintegrating, of services 
that do not function, of the national debt, 
unfair taxes and of unem ployment". 
Following these lines, thousands of Forza 
Italia Clubs sprang up and, from Milan to 
Trapani, from Bari to Trieste, Italy followed

" We must remain a 
vital force

o f society and we must 
not become 

a narrow-minded, 
bureaucratic party"

and perfected every passage, every con
cept, every w ord and every shade o f  
meaning. M y constant objective has 
always been that o f absolute clearness 
by the use o f a simple but solemn lan
guage, as far removed as possible from  
the stereotype and rhetoric language 
o f petty politics.
Every text Ins been carefully discussed 
with m y closest collaborators, Gianni 
Letta and Paolo Bonaiuti, and then 
they have been critically re-read with 
the Leaders o f  the parliam entary  
groups o f  Forza Italia, Beppe Pisanu  
and Enrico La Loggia. To them I  offer 
m y m ost affectionate and gratefid  
thanks.
Whoever has the patience to read even 
som e o f  these speeches can then assess 
the continuity and the coherence o f my 
political actions and o f my projects for 
changing Italy. They will be able to bet
ter understand the deep-rooted reasons 
that com pelled m e to put all m y ex
perience, all my energy and all my ded
ication to the service o f  m y country  
and to m y fellow-citizens who, like me, 
had the fortune to be born, to live and 
to work in our extraordinary country 
and who want to continue to do so as 
free men and women.

Silvio Berlusconi
Arcore, 31st January 2001

the pale blue em blem . A unique, unex
pected success that amazed his opponents.
In those tumultuous days, someone com
pared this new movement to a "formida
ble machine equipped with criteria so new 
as to make any com parison w ith the old 
parties impossible".
Less emphatically, Berlusconi recalled at 
the First Congress of M ilan, that Forza 
Italia had immediately become "the par- ►



crossing 
the desert

Forza Italia were being annulled and we 
changed our minds completely when we 
saw how many were annulled in the po
litical elections of 1996".
In those difficult years, Forza Italia grad
ually became more structured, organised 
and diversified, selecting an efficient, 
united group of leaders without howev
er losing its initial impetus and originali
ty. O n the contrary, Berlusconi personally 
followed the fate of his political creation, 
keeping intact the innovative characteris

tics of the 'light blue emblem'.
This was demonstrated in the declaration 
that the Leader made at the First Assem
bly of 'Azzurro Donna': "We do not want 
Forza Italia to becom e a nam e that any
one can use for their ow n interests. Our 
statute allows us to intervene to maintain 
intact the fundam ental ideals of Forza 
Italia, casting the merchants from the Tem
ple. We can assure you that we are totally 
determined to do this".
No room therefore, for anyone who want-

ture. The enthusiasm of the Clubs and the 
intuition of the electors were not enough 
to face the new, oppressive tasks before it. 
So what could be done? Berlusconi found 
himself facing a difficult choice. As he said 
at the tim e, "w e w anted to rem ain free 
from  the ties of an organisation. We 
thought it was right to carry on in this way 
and we became an electoral committee for 
the European Elections in 1994 and for the 
Regional Elections in 1995. We began to 
change our m inds w hen w e saw  that a 
great number of ballot papers voting for

^ ty w ith values and program m es totally 
opposed to the old parties, the idealistic 
parties, those that stem  from a consoli
dated ideal by organised groups of mili
tants that take very little notice o f pro
gram m es and even consider them  to be 
no more than waste paper".
From 1995, when Forza Italia was forced 
to pass to the opposition due to the "po
litical-judicial coup d 'etat", it was oblig
ed to reconsider its organisational struc-

" We desire 
to live in a modern , 

just country 
where generosity, 

altruism , dedication 
and love 

for our work 
are the deepest, 

shared sentiments 
and values"



ed to gain personal advantage from the 
party, who wanted to divide it or who be
trayed the spirit of Forza Italia. Following 
these lines, the m ovem ent continued to 
grow. To those who accused Berlusconi of 
having created a party-corporation, he 
replied, 'This is an accusation as malicious 
as it is unfounded.
The best reply is in the facts, in the histo
ry of these years, in the enthusiasm and 
the passion of the many thousands of sup
porters w ho have m ade Forza Italia the

"We area party 
of values ahd 
programmes"

only real, popular party in Italy. It is dif
ficult to imagine that a 'party-corporation' 
as someone has defined it, that has had to 
face so many difficult trials and pressures 
of every sort, has still continued to win so

m any m illions o f votes in so m any con
secutive elections.
N ever mind 'party-corporation': ours is 
the 'party-bulw ark' of freedom  and 
democracy in Italy. ►



THE PRIDE 1 ' W
Milan, 16th April 1998. The 
opening of the first National 
Congress of Forza Italia. 
Berlusconi galvanises the 
audience: “Forza Italia 
exists, resists again and 
grows. The voters for Forza 
Italia exist, resist and grow”



the great 
appointments

The first National Congress of 

Forza Italia, the movement 

against unfair taxes and the 

demonstrations for public order 

and security. Three fundamental 

steps on Silvio Berlusconi's 

political journey



the great 
appointments

Milan, Forum  d'Assago. 16th April 
1998. Silvio Berlusconi officially 

opens the first National Congress of Forza 
Italia. Before thousands of followers and 
hundreds of guests and representatives 
from  the European press, the Leader 
starts his passionate speech. Proudly he 
starts, ''Finally we are here. For som e of 
our m any critics, it m ay not seem  true. 
They m ay even be sorry because this 
'p lastic p arty ', this 'v irtual party ', this 
'party-corporation' this party that does 
not exist does in fact, undeniably, un- 

1 0 0  questionably, beyond a shadow of doubt,
exist.
There is a roar of applause and with these 
words the Leader has everyone's atten
tion and the congress starts. Enthusiasm 
certainly, but there is an undeniable fact: 
four years after its foundation, Forza 
Italia is present and w ell established 
throughout the country. "A fter having 
attracted one hundred and forty thou
sand new  m em bers to the party, after 
having held 117 congresses in all the 
provinces and major cities in Italy and af
ter having elected over three thousand 
managers and delegates to this congress, 
Forza Italia has arrived".
Furtherm ore, as Berlusconi rem inds us 
from the podium, the opinion polls indi
cate Forza Italia is the first Italian party, 
a declaration  that is to be am ply con
firmed at all the successive elections. The 
Congress m ust lay dow n the party's po
litical lines and a long term strategy that 
will be able to once again carry the group 
of the Polo delle L iberia to govern the 
country: from  here the centrality of the 
ambitious, programmatic document, the 
result of the efforts of the com m issions,

Our party started out 
as the governing party, 

today we are the 
opposition party, 
we must prepare 

ourselves to return to 
government"

that the m em bers of the congress are 
called to judge and to vote.
From the work achieved at Assago, a par
ty of values and program m es emerged, 
a party that is placed at the centre of the 
political system.
But without returning to the past. To any
one w ho sees the supporters o f Forza 
Italia as an up-dated continuation of the 
Christian Dem ocrats, Berlusconi replies 
that his party is "a  liberal party but not 
only for the elite, it is in fact a popular lib
eral-dem ocratic party, a party  that is



THE DIFFERENCE  
From the tribune, the Leader 
emphasised strongly, “This 

Congress is very different from 
those of the traditional parties”

tH

catholic but not confessional, a party that 
is laical but not intolerant, a party that 
is national but not centralised".
D uring the Congress the Leader recon
firm s his respect tow ards his allies, the 
Alleanza Nazionale and the Centre Chris
tian Dem ocrats and at the same tim e he 
opens the door to new  contributions and 
new political and cultural energy. In time 
the confirmation emerged regarding the 
case of Francesco Cossiga, of the im por
tant sectors of catholic and socialist dis
persion and even the case of the republi

“]Ne must open 
ourselves to society 

and to all its 
expressions, to the 
whole o f Italy that 

works, loves and tries 
to live a good life"

cans of La Malfa.
Those days also saw  a first, cautious 
opening to the Lega Nord.
Few  realise it but from that m om ent on 
B ossi began a slow  new  approach to
wards the parties of the "Polo delle Lib
eria" and their leader.
The Congress, w hich deliberately closed 
on 18th April (exactly fifty years from that 
18th April in 1948 when Italians chose the 
west, democracy and freedom), was a re
sou nd ing success and w as concluded 
w ith  an im pressive dem onstration  in ►
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A Piazza Duom o in Milan.
Both national and foreign press admitted 
that Forza Italia is a stable and credible 
political force w ith its original identity 
and, above all, with the ability to express 
a strong culture of government.
From the clubs and electoral committees,

a new  political m ovem ent is born.
.As the Leader w as to say in his speech 
in Piazza Duomo, "Today, in this Square, 
you can hear a party that is well-rooted 
into the trust of millions of Italians, a trust 
that has been renewed and amplified in 
every election; a party that can com pete

to represent the m ajority of Italians, that 
will represent them in the European Par
liam ent, that w ill govern Regions, M u
nicipalities and Provinces in Italy, a par
ty that has form ed a m anagerial group 
and an organisation that has brilliantly 
passed the test of its first Congress.



THE CONCLUSION OF THE  
CONGRESS 

18th April 1998, Berlusconi speaks 
in Piazza Duomo in Milan: 

“We are the opposition to the 
regime, we are the opposition to 

oppressive fiscal laws, we are the 
opposition to injustice and we are 
the opposition to unemployment. 
We want to free our country, body 

and soul, from this arrogant, 
deceitful and illiberal majority”

It is the party around w hich groups for 
freedom  have gathered. Here there is a 
future but the future cannot arrive alone. 
All together, now, we must work side by 
side in our cities to construct this future, 
to give true freedom  to our country, for 
the good of our nation and for all its cit-

The documents

Conclusive motion of the
1st NATIONAL 

CONGRESS
of Forza Italia

M ilan  16th -  18th A p ril 1998

T he Congress, after having listened to Silvio Berlusconi’s relation, give it their 
approval together with the conclusions reached by eight work commissions. 

In particular, considering the extensive, in-depth political discussion following Sil
vio Berlusconi’s relation, the following points were emphasised:
1. Forza Italia’s firm opposition to Prodi’s government and to the majority of left 
wing parties that tend towards a systematic occupation of all the positions of pow
er and a suffocating control of the institutions of society and the market.
2. The confirmed intention to carry out a reform of the State that Forza Italia had 
already requested in Parliament. A reform that will ask for a limit to invasive statal- 
ism, ask that a civil society prevails, ask for a real possibility of local self-government, 
an autonomous Senate, a Premier fairly elected and with real power, federalism, a 
legal system based on the guarantee of the absolute impartiality of the judges, these 
are the conditions indispensable to bring our country up to a European level.
3. For Italian democracy, the ‘Polo per le L iberia ’ today represents the only in
strument able to guarantee the citizens development towards bi-polarity and to in
sure the type of opposition that is essential to any democracy. To create the nec
essary alternative to the left wing parties, it is, furthermore, necessary to develop a 
political and well-planned alliance of all the moderate forces.
4. With its first National Congress, Forza Italia welcomes the challenge to meet 
the grow ing need fo r a political m ovem ent that gives strength and vo ice to the 
population, to the productive m iddle classes, to the Ic 
ety and to all the citizens who feel an impelling need to

;ss fortunate groups in soci 
realise their right to freedom

ou-
om.
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“ We must transform  
this autumn o f 

democracy into a 
springtime o f freedom"

izens, all together, united under the name 
of Forza Italia, under the sign of liberty 
and dem ocracy. From  tom orrow , the 
splendid Italy that you represent will take 
up its daily tasks, w ith its hopes and its 
fears, with its love of life and its tireless 
capacity for w ork and innovation".



tax day:
less t a x  and more
development

Verona, 28th M ay. In the dty of Verona, 
one of the economic capitals of North 

East Italy, Silvio Berlusconi announces his 
fight against "unjust taxation" Linked via 
satellite with over 108 Italian cities, the 
Leader of Forza Italia repeats yet again his 
opposition to the regime of unfair taxation. 
It is Tax Day7.
To the people of Verona and the thousands 
and thousands of supporters and followers 
throughout the peninsula, in halls, squares, 

104 cinem as, theatres and sport complexes, 
Berlusconi sets down the fundamental 
points of the fiscal plans of Forza Italia. We 
are talking about a "Copemican revolution" 
that foresees a model society with less tax
ation and more developm ent. A  battle 
against oppressive taxation, in the name of 
"fair taxes and the regulation of natural 
rights that accepts that it is right to pay tax
es but on the condition that it is a fair taxa
tion. This means that to pay back a third 
of our earnings to the State is quite accept
able but to pay back more than 50% is in
tolerable". For Berlusconi in Verona on that 
28th May, it was not just a simple political 
dem onstration but it was the chance to 
present an organised alternative govern
ment to the entire nation. And he did this 
with clearness and determination. He 
started out with an accusation: "the formula 
of the left wing anticipates higher taxation. 
But more taxes mean less development, less 
development means more unemployment, 
more unemployment means more pover
ty On the contrary our scheme is based on 
a different equation. Less taxes mean more 
investment, more investment means more 
development, more development means

ONE FISCAL CODE 
At Verona, Berlusconi 
announced: 
“Eventually we will 
eliminate the over 
three thousand tax 
laws currently in 
force and replace 
them with a single 
code with clear 
regulations that are 
comprehensible to 
everyone”

"We propose less 
taxation both for  

individuals and for  
companies by 

introducing only three 
income-tax brackets 
and by abolishing 

death-duty"

less unem ploym ent and less unem ploy
ment means more wealth". Therefore, the 
project foresees "less taxes both for indus
tries, weighed down by taxation payments 
that are the highest in Europe, and for fam
ilies that only see their buying and saving 
power continually decreasing". He confirms 
that he is aiming for a single fiscal code with 
regulations that are clear and comprehen
sible for everyone. Furthermore he plans to 
introduce only two Irpef tax brackets with 
a margin of total exemption for those with 
an income of less than 20-22 million lire an
nually a proportion of 23% for those with



crease of the gross internal production with 
the creation, in an economy that is only half 
of ours, of over four hundred thousand jobs 
every year". An ambitious programme but 
it can be achieved with the renewal of the 
"State administrative organisation, an or
ganisation in which time has stood still for 
the last several decades while all around us 
the world has become informed and navi
gates on the Internet.
We need to construct a 'light' State' that does 
fewer things but that does them well and 
that concedes the rest to private enterpris
es according to the idea of subsidisation 
which is one of the foundations of our con
cept of a liberal State". But, apart from the 
programmes, the figures and the forecasts, 
there is one particular point to which the

COPERNICAN
REVOLUTION
According to the 
Leader of Forza 
Italia, “there is great 
need for a 
‘Copernican 
revolution’, a 
revolution of 180° of 
the State, 
of our State that is 
sick with 
bureaucracy and 
centralism”

Taxes

The 10 proposals of Forza Italia
1 Revision of the Tremonti Act on the reduction of taxes on profits, 

reinvested by companies
2  Abolition of death-duty
3 Abolition of tax on gifts
4 Total tax exemption for incomes less than 20-22 million lire annually
5 Income tax of 23% for incomes from 22 to 200 million lire annually
6 Maximum tax bracket of 33% for incomes over 200 million lire annually.
7 Facilitation for the emergence of companies not legally constituted.
8 Reduction of the one hundred current taxes to only a few major taxes.
9 Distribution of fiscal burden from individuals to consumers.

10 Single Code of fiscal laws with the repeal of the over 3000 current laws.

an income of up to 200 million reaching 33% 
for those with higher earnings. The pro
ject also foresees the gradual reduction of I- 
rap, the abolition of death-duty and duty 
on gifts. From the one hundred taxes cur
rently in effect only the few principle taxes 
will remain. "Our plan", claims Berlusconi, 
"is inspired by the plans put into effect by 
Mrs. Thatcher and President Reagan and 
many others. During the first three years of 
government, the Spanish Premier Aznar ac
complished that which we were prevented 
from doing due to the fall of our govern
ment in 1994. He achieved an annual 4% in-

"We have come to the 
cross-roads.

We must choose 
between

impoverishment and 
prosperity,

between recession and 
development"

Leader of Forza Italia gave special attention 
in his speech at Verona. H e spoke of the 
weaker members of society, the elderly and 
all those living on pensions, a point that 
he considers fundamental.
"For a family composed of a husband and 
wife of 75 years of age with an income of 
less than 22 million lire annually, we con
sider that they shouldn't even have the wor
ry of filling in an income tax return. We be
lieve that at a certain point in their lives, they 
have the right to live tranquilly and that af
ter a lifetime of giving, they have the right 
to receive".



security day:
above all

safety

Milano. Palalido. 16th October 1999.
O nce again, linked via satellite 

with over one hundred cities, Berlusconi 
speaks to Italy about safety. A dram atic 
problem , a w orrying, frightening prob
lem that the governm ent cannot, or will 
not, solve. There are too m any interests, 
too m any fears and too m any uncertain
ties that are the perverse result of a per
missive, tolerant culture.
A certain newspaper, regarding this es- 

1 0 6  calation of violence -  2,782,000 crimes re
ported in 1998 -  continues to underline 
the lack of means.
But as Forza Italia points out, our coun
try spends 13.7% of the taxpayers' m on
ey on the police Force w hile France in-

''Freedom from fear 
is the fundamental 

right o f every 
citizen.

I f  a State is 
unable to guarantee 

this fundamental 
right, it fails 
at the very

root o f its legitimacy"

thing' m uch more serious.
In the face of all these bloody acts- nine 
m urders in nine days in M ilan alone -  
that are repeated throughout the whole 
peninsula, Forza Italia has elaborated an 
anti-crime plan that the Leader present
ed on 16th October called "Azzurro Pro-

1M rrianifestaz ioni in 100 cltta* tf Italia
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vests 7.8% and Germany 8.7%. Therefore 
'som ething' isn 't working correctly and 
the fault cannot be attributed to the po
lice. As Berlusconi points out, "The proof 
o f this is the enorm ous num ber of 
wounds, injuries and even deaths among 
m em bers of the Police Forces". 
'Som eth in g' is w rong and it is 'som e-

ject for the safety of citizens and for the 
prevention of crim e".
"W e firm ly believe that in a m odern 
State, one of the fundam ental rights of 
every citizen is to live without fear. If the 
State does not fulfil this basic duty, if it 
does not defend its citizens, then the base 
on w hich it is founded is not solid. To

The facts

The ‘A zzu rro  
P ro je ct’ fo r  
th e  safe ty  
o f c itize n s

1 Make Parliament responsible for 
criminal and judicial policies.

2 Reach a truly efficient level of 
co-ordination between the various 
branches of the Police Forces.

3 Give back the rights of investigative 
activity to the Police Forces leaving the 
legal aspects to the Public Prosecution

4 The control of the territory 
must return to the State.

5 Provide the forces of law and order 
with modern means and technology, 
with adequate and continual 
instruction and training and introduce 
the culture of responsibility and merit.

6 Provide effective punishment.

7 Reorganise the prisons.

8 Assist victims, also economically 
when necessary.

9 Regulate illegal immigration, often 
a source of criminality.

10 Review the role of local 
administrations and citizens 
associations for Crime prevention.

guarantee citizens freedom from fear, the 
State must first regain control of its terri
tory and then, above all, it m ust prevent 
crime rather than repress it.
This problem can only be resolved with 
the reorganisation of the entire system of 
public order in such a w ay as to revive, 
in an effective and concrete way, the fun-



damental duty of the prevention of crime 
w hich, up to now, the State has neglect
ed. It is because of this that we must cre
ate a structure, an organisation for crime 
prevention using all the means that mod
ern technology has made available, with 
all the m eans that m odem  science of or
ganisation has taught us.
It is for this reason that we are here today 
to present our project, 'The Azzurra Pro
ject for the protection and defence of the 
citizens".
But yet again, also on  this occasion, 
Berlusconi thinks about the weak, about 
the victims.
The most poignant part of his passionate 
speech at the Palalido of M ilan is dedi
cated to "crim e victims and their families 
since there is no assistance from the State. 
We propose the creation of a national 
fund for adequate com pensation for vic
tims w ho find themselves in difficult fi

nancial circum stances and w e propose 
tax deductions for victims w ho have suf
fered dam age to their w ork or business, 
who have lost working days or who have 
had to pay for medical treatm ent".
H e closes w ith a strong m essage to the 
w hole population. "W e w ill not leave 
you alone, w e w ill not leave you unde
fend ed , w e w ill do everything  in our 
pow er to guarantee, in every city, town 
and village in Italy, the right to peaceful, 
serene conditions in which to work, play 
and live your lives.
Professional criminals must learn that we 
w ill do everything in our pow er to op
pose their activity, to reduce their spaces 
and to heal the w ounds that they inflict 
on the conscience of all citizens. All crim
inals, all those whose profession is to vi
olate the rights and the lives of honest 
citizens, we will defeat you, working and 
fighting together".



victory 
in Europe

The E uropean E lection  of 13th 
Junel999 marked an important turn

ing point. The results were very clear. The 
left w ing governm ent led by M assim o 
D 'A lem a cam e aw ay heavily defeated 
while Forza Italia, with 25.2% of the votes 
was confirmed as the first national party. 
Furthermore, Berlusconi, with three mil
lion votes, became the candidate with the 
highest num ber of votes in the w hole of

Europe. A  success that rewarded the tenac
ity and coherence of a Leader, the clear
ness of the policies and the realisation of 
a programme. A  convinced member of Eu
rope, Berlusconi imposed a positive cam
paign together with innovative but real
istic proposals and considerations. 
Bravely, Forza Italia had placed the voters 
in a position to choose. On one hand there 
were those who, like the post-communists, 
wanted a nationalistic, bureaucratic Eu
rope while on the other hand there were 
those who wanted to construct a Europe 
of the people and of freedom, a Europe of 
solidarity and justice for everyone, a Eu
rope that would be able to reduce taxes, 
m ake the econom y grow  and halve un-

Europäischer Rat 
Essen 1994 ★
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"Forza Italia 
isa  bulwark  
fo r freedom "
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THREE MILLION VOTES
For Berlusconi, the European elections 

represented a tundamental moment. 
Thanks to his personal success, Forza 

Italia had become the first Italian Party. 
Above, Silvio Berlusconi with Helmut 
Kohl. On this page, Berlusconi at the 

European summit meeting in Essen

Arriving in Europe

Berlin 1999.
Forza Italia m epp
2nd December 1999. Berlin, martyred city of communism. Ten years after the 

fall of the “Wall of Shame”, there was a meeting of the assizes of the E P P , the 
European Popular Party, a large gathering of moderate m ovem ents of Christian 
Inspiration. The business of the day was the adhesion of Forza Italia, the amazing 
party that had been, for six years, the main reference point of all the Italian forces 
who were opposed to the left wing. At Its head, Silvio Berlusconi, the political leader 
who, despite the fact that his was the opposition party, despite the fact that he had 
been attacked and accused daily, had gathered three million personal votes. This 
was an absolute record both for Italy and for the rest of the continent.
Yet the remains of the catholic-communists, the most left wing part of the old Dc, re
fused to budge. They did not want Berlusconi in the EPP. They had assured their 
peers of the left that the Leader of Forza Italia would never become part of the Eu
ropean Popular Party. But having considered the programmes and the projects, hav
ing verified the values and the principles that Inspired the political actions and ini
tiatives of Forza Italia and having seen the spirit of collaboration established with the 
European Parliamentary Group, the German, Spanish, Portuguese and French del
egates, shortly followed by all the others, had decided. Forza Italia’s place was in 
the EPP. On the 2nd December, Silvio Berlusconi was invited to Berlin and Forza 
Italia officially entered into the great fam ily of freedom and democracy in Europe. 
In his speech at the Berlin Congress, the Leader emphasised how Forza Italia is a 
“ new party but which has deep roots since its supporters are the same supporters 
of the traditional western, democratic parties that participated in the foundation of 
Europe and who have guaranteed Italy over fifty years of well-being, democracy 
and freedom . Between 1992 and 1994, these parties were excluded from  elec
toral competition but their supporters were not cancelled. Therefore it was essential 
that new men came on the scene, men who could give dignity to their past and hope 
to their future. In conclusion, Berlusconi lingered on the European theme and he 
spoke not of enlarging the community but of unifying it. “ We must consider that which 
our fathers would have wanted, that is to reconstruct the spiritual unity of Europe 
that had been destroyed by two world wars and by two totalitarian regimes. For this 
reason we must find again the ethical and spiritual impetus which we still need. On
ly in this way can we construct a Europe based, not only on economy, but also on 
values”.

The Forza Italia Group in the European Parliam ent is represented by the follow
ing: Silvio Berlusconi, Antonio Tajani, Pier Ferdinando Casini (CCD), Generoso 
Andria, Renato Brunetta, Luigi Cesaro, Raffaele Costa, Marcello Dell’Utri, Car
lo Fatuzzo, Enrico Ferri, Francesco Fiori, Giuseppe Gargani, Jas Gawronsky, 
Giorgio Lisi, Raffaele Lombardo (CCD), Mario Mantovani, Mario Walter Mau- 
ro, Francesco Musotto, Giuseppe Nisticö, Guido Podestà, Amalia Sartori, Um
berto Scapagnini, Vittorio Sgarbi, Guido Viceconte, Stefano Zappalà.
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victory 
in Europe

4 employment. In his battle for Europe, Sil
vio Berlusconi aim s for a far-seeing po
litical project that will leave a mark in his
tory. Contrary to the insolvent results of 
the left wing: "In  the first five months of 
1999 the European left wing has allowed 
the Euro to lose more than 10% against the 
dollar and, again thanks to the left wing, 
the grow th of European econom y has 
been half of that of the U.S.A". The Leader 
of Forza Italia imagines a strong, united

continent that is 
politically unit
ed.
For Berlusconi, 
the single mone
tary system is not 
enough, it cannot 
be enough.
The dream , the 
goal, is a conti
nent that m ust 
be able to com 
pare favourably 
with the United 
States of Am eri
ca and with the rest of the world, as a s- litical voice, a Europe that protects and
ingle entity. A Europe that m ust under- takes care of its citizens by integrating its
go integration and becom e a strong po- defences and its military forces, a Europe

THE GREAT 
MOBIUSATfON  
On the occasion of the 
European elections, 
the entire structure 
of Forza Italia was 
mobilised and achieved 
thrilling results , ,



EUROPEAN F&\£NDS  
Silvio Berlusconi*ahd Margareth Thatcher. 
The “Iron Lady” has always been a point 
of reference for the Leader.
Above, meeting with the Spanish Prime 
Minister Aznar

"We will go  
to Europe, 

to Strasbourg, 
as a team whose 
first duty is to 

protect the 
interests o f Italy"

that, after having guaranteed safety to all 
European citizens, can look outside its 
frontiers and defend the fundam ental 
rights of all human beings".
Italians found them selves in agreem ent 
w ith these points and on 13th June 1999 
they confirm ed their support of Silvio 
Berlusconi and Forza Italia.





Spring 2000, a great ship touches 

ten ports. It is Azzurra, Silvio's 

floating auditorium. From Genoa to

Naples, from Catania to Venice 

sailing ihe seas of Italy and flying 

the flag of Forz

t h e  Ship o f



Azzurra, the ship 
of freedom

st M arch  2000. G enoa. U nder 
v J  JL  heavy rain, thousands of people 
queued up to board the great ship moored 
in the port. It is Azzurra, an enormous fer
ry-boat of the Grimaldi Lines whose hold 
has been converted into an enormous au
ditorium able to hold five thousand peo
ple. To open the Regional electoral cam 
paign, a difficult, tough campaign, Silvio 
Berlusconi w anted to sail all around the 
peninsula stopping at ten different ports, 
ten different regions. Yet another challenge. 
Not by chance, the Leader wanted to in
augurate the electoral cruise in the port of 
Genoa, one of the strongholds of Italian 
com m unism , and, again not by chance, 
Berlusconi spoke, not of the electoral cam-

"Freedom is 
our philosophy, 

our faith, 
our religion and 

our banner"
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IN NAPLES

Berlusconi greets 
his Neapolitan 

followers. 
In the large 

photograph, 
a moment 

of the cruise

paign, but o f freedom , the greatest gift 
from which all other goods derive. "Free
d om ," he explained, "is  the essence of 
m an, the essence of his intelligence and 
his heart, of his capacity to love and to cre
ate. Freedom is like a taut cord that does 
not suddenly snap but w hich slow ly 
loosens, slow ly unthreads, slow ly be
comes matted and eventually becomes a 
lesser freedom, a conditioned freedom, a 
limited freedom and then no freedom at 
all". He speaks above all to the young peo
ple, trying to convince them to "love more 
strongly, m ore deeply and m ore con-



"Freedom  Is the essence of 
man, the essence of his ^  
intelligence and his heart, of \ 
capacity to love and to create

sciously a gift whose importance you on
ly notice when you lose it, like air, health 
and peace".
He spoke of the two terrible ideologies that 
had m arked the last century with blood 
and which have always fascinated young 
people. Com m unism  presented itself as 
the ultim ate gift, as a great utopia, as a 
heaven on earth. But then it proved to be 
the greatest criminal and inhuman act in 
the history of man. Nevertheless it fasci
nated millions of young people and even 
today there is a culture that considers it to 
be a gift that was never realised. The oth-

"We conceive 
politics as 

a war against 
poverty, a war 
against unfair 

taxation and a war 
against crime"

er totalitarian ideal, N azism , beguiled 
m any young people because it was able 
to arouse the m ost brutal instincts, the 
m ost bestial and ferocious instincts, the 
desire to dom inate others and it caused 
a delirium of omnipotence.
"Liberalism, our philosophy and our re
ligion of freedom doesn't have such an im
mediate impact, it is not as strong and pen
etrating for young minds. That is why I 
am  here, to intensify your love, your pas
sion for freedom. I want to make you fall 
in love w ith freedom . Freedom  is the 
chance to use, '1x661/, our knowledge and ►



Azzurra, the ship 
of freedom

memory in our hearts of a truly unforget
table day". He met with the same warmth 
and enthusiasm in Catania, Reggio Cal
abria and in Bari. The people from  the 
South celebrated and acclaimed Berlus
coni w ith folklore perform ances, bands 
and friendship.
In the ports of Bari, Pescara, Ancona, Ri
mini and Venice, tens of thousands of peo
ple were waiting for Azzurra to arrive. Al
most one hundred thousand people man
aged to crowd into the great floating au
ditorium . It w as an im m ediate success 
without precedence. Tire sixty journalists

4 our resources, the goods that we legiti
mately possess and the only limit is not to 
trample on the rights of others".
"It is the principle right that belongs to us 
as human beings, as men and women, an 
absolutely natural right. It is not graciously 
conceded to us by the State, it comes be
fore the State, the State's main duty is that 
of guaranteeing us that basic right to free
dom ". The second port of call was just as 
significant. Livorno is the foremost 'red' 
city where, in 1921 the Italian Communist 
Party was formed.
In Livorno too, in the heart of communist 
Tuscany, thousands of people came to lis
ten to Berlusconi.
That day the Leader of Forza Italia, to

l l  6  gether w ith M arcello Pera, Gaetano 
Pecorella and Sandro Bondi, spoke about 
justice and "fair trials". On Sunday, 2nd 
April an enthusiastic Naples welcomed 
Azzurra. A fleet of small boats was wait
ing for the great ship in the Gulf and in the 
sky above, planes 'of freedom' greeted the 
admiral of Forza Italia. The warmth of the 
welcome from Neapolitans moved Berlus
coni. "It is a touching sight, we will con
tinue our crusade for freedom  w ith the



who were guests on board filled newspa
pers and television with daily reports of 
the Leader's speeches and press confer
ences. In St. M ark's city, dozens of small 
boats accompanied Azzurra in a proces
sion along the Grand Canal while a huge 
crowd of Venetians applauded from the 
banks. Berlusconi recalls the date for the 
Regional elections on the 16th April. "A  
choice between the certainty of freedom 
or the very real risk of a regim e".
A wish and a hope that only a few days 
later were to be realised in full with a new, 
great victory.



the spring 
victory

th A pril 2000. Italy changes face. 
_L C/Voting for the direct elections of 
leaders and councils of the 15 'ordinary 
statute' Regions confirms the victory for 
the "Casa delle Liberia" which conquers 
P iedm ont, Lombardy, Veneto, Liguria, 
Abruzzo, Lazio, Puglia and Calabria, so 
joining Sardegna and Friuli-Venezia-Giu- 
lia. The numbers speak clearly. For the left 
w ing parties it is a total defeat. The fol
lowing day M assimo D'Alema is obliged 
to hand in his resignation.
But despite the unquestionable popular 
verdict, the now illegitimate majority re
fuses to return to the polls to face further 

118 elections.
Willing to do anything to remain in pow
er, the left wing formed a new government 
w ith Giuliano Am ato as Premier, a man 
who hadn't even been a candidate to be 
judged by the voters.
The lack of the m inim um  quorum in the 
referendum  of 21st M ay was the sign of 
yet another grave defeat for the left. Mean
while the elections for Regional 'gover
nors' strengthened the call for autonomy 
and federalism and on the 26th July a com
mittee of the centre-right substituted that 
of the centre-left.
The success of spring 2000 was also, and 
above all, the victory of Silvio Berlusconi 
and his leadership.
For the leader of Forza Italia it is, in fact, 
time "to assign to the central State the is
sues for w hich it should be responsible 
(foreign policies, defence, justice and the 
large, national infrastructures, the result 
of a central programme).
Instead, the new, autonom ous regional 
governments should be assigned the re
sponsibility for health, schools, profes
sional formation but also for fiscal policies 
since the incom e and expenditure from

"In a country such as 
ours, we need a federalism 

based on solidarity tint 
will develop co-ordination 

and reciprocal 
collaboration 
between all 

the Italian Regions"

taxes should concern the citizens, there 
where the resources are produced. Part of 
the incom e from  taxes should go to the 
central state to fulfil its necessary under
takings and part should go towards a sol
idarity fund which will be used to help the 
economically disadvantaged regions. 
The rest of the taxpayers' money must be 
administered by the Regions that produces 
it and it must be submitted to strict con
trol by the citizens.
They should be able to judge the relation
ship between the resources available and 
the services provided for the citizens". But 
as Berlusconi w ell know s, the regional
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elections also m ark the beginning of the 
long electoral campaign to renew Parlia
ment, a date that alarms the left wing and 
their allies.
N ot by chance, straight after the spring 
victory, the campaign against the leader 
of Forza Italia started again. The same as 
and even more than in the past, all possi
ble m eans are used, all the m eans to at
tack, put into a bad light and accuse the 
founder of Forza Italia who, once again, 
replies w ith strong determ ination, with 
facts against empty words. Regarding the 
conflict of interests, Berlusconi emphasis
es, "when I become Premier, I will propose

"The four cardinal 
points o f our 

liberalism: freedom , 
social economy 
o f the market, 

individual rights, 
the principle o f 

inter-dependence"

AN ITALY THAT IS CHANCING  
On the left, a moment during the 
spectacular electoral campaign in spring 
2000. Below, a meeting between 
Berlusconi and President Ciampi

to Parliament "a bill that, once it becomes 
law, will become the rules to which I will 
scrupulously adhere.
But allow  m e to add that the great m a
jority of Italians vote for m e because they 
are convinced it w ill not even enter m y 
mind to take advantage of the position of 
Prem ier, a position furtherm ore, that is 
submitted to every possible and imagin
able control.
The Italians believe, on the contrary, that 
others could be tempted to favour friends, 
or friends of friends, but they are totally 
convinced that I would never be tempted 
or bought by anyone".



the spring 
victory

In one of his first political interviews, 
Berlusconi dryly declared: "I  am , as 

Raym ond Aron once said, an anti-com 
m unist w ithout com plexes". And there
fore, without fears and without interme
diation. And again, more recently: "A nti
com m unism  is a historic m oral d uty". 
From his total refusal of Marxist totalitar
ianism, from his 
utter denuncia
tion of the errors 
and the horrors 
of com m unism  
-  "the failed 
god " -  the 

120 leader of Forza
Italia then went 
on to develop a 
precise philoso
phy of freedom.
For Berlusconi, 
in fact, "free
dom  is not just 
s o m e t h i n g  
generic, it is in
dividual free
dom, the freedom of every single person. 
Freedom is never achieved all at once. It 
is gained day by day, fighting against those 
who want to limit freedom in the schools, 
in sport, in the workplace, in political ac
tivity and in relationships with the State. 
Tire price of freedom is the continual need 
for vigilance.
D efending freedom , alw ays and every
where, is the highest, most noble and pas
sionate m ission possible". A t the sam e 
time there is absolutely no excuse for self
ishness and exploitation. Indeed, "For us 
the very best society is that where there is 
the greatest w ell-being for the greatest 
number of people.
There can be no production of wealth if

HJISCORS
PER LA

ISCORSI 
PER LA  

DEMOCRAZI

m
................

This is a LIBERAL STATE
The State is not something superior, it is simply an association of people. To 
live in a better way, we decide to agree to certain mles and so create a convention 
that is the state.
People therefore come before the State. The civil society, the relationships that are 
between all of us, all come before the State and we therefore entrust the State with 
the task of defending our rights, of guaranteeing to each and every one of us, the chance 
to make use of our rights. This is why there is a State and all those who are part of 
it, who embody it, are, as such, our employees at the service of the citizens.



We cannot accept that the State wants to control everything and everyone, that it 
tries to invade our lives and that it expects to impose regidations on all our activi
ties, that it expects to impose more and more taxes, more and more constraints. We 
want to be citizens, not subjects.
Therefore we are facing two basic theories, two philosophies, two completely 
opposing conceptions that are totally incompatible.
This explains why the left wing protagonists, who have changed their symbol and 
their name but who are still the same, continue trying to dominate society and who 
continue to have a mentality that is for the state and for state intervention.
They cannot and do not want to change.

individual freedom  is not respected". 
Therefore it is necessary to fight for a "so
cial economy of the market that is not dis
torted by privileges, an economy that cor
responds to the fundam ental values of 
both lay and Christian ethics and that pro
motes general prosperity". This is why it 
is essential to "be aware of the fact that first 
we must create wealth so that we can then 
distribute it to those less fortunate, to those 
who for many reasons have been unable 
to have their share of prosperity. This is 
what we have always put into practice and 
what we carry in our hearts".
It is on these principles that Silvio Berlus
coni has based his political and social un
dertaking.
Once again, his books confirm this. "The 
Italy that I have in m ind" and "Speeches 
for d em ocracy", both edited by M on- 
dadori.
The first is a selection of m any of the in
formal speeches delivered by Berlusconi 
during these years of political struggle and 
it offers a unique cross section of the sto
ry of Forza Italia.
It goes from his first speech in February 
1994 to that celebrating the tenth an
niversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, from 
the opening of the first National Congress 
of Forza Italia to his participation in the 
first National Assembly of Azzurro Don
na and to his speeches on Tax Day and Se
curity Day.
"Speeches for Dem ocracy" is a collection 
of the most significant of Silvio Berlus
coni's parliam entary interventions that 
witness the coherence of his political ac
tions and his faith in democracy founded 
on respect for the desires of the voters and 
the citizens' right to be faithfully repre
sented in Parliament by the people they 
have voted for.
"For the sim plicity of the language and 
the persuasive strength o f expression, 
these speeches indisputably  represent 
som e of the highest and noblest exam 
ples of parliamentary oration in the his
tory of the Republic" wrote one of M on- 
dadori's writers.
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tue P r o g r a m m e
for a f a i r e r  

more m o d e l 'l l
more competitive

Italy
Modernisation of the State, Italy "on line", 

institutional reforms, revision of the laws, the great public

works, the projects for the South, 

tax reformation, up-dating of the schooling system 

ana scientific research. This is the new Italy, 

the proposal of the Casa delle Libertà, the Italy of 2010



Our five great 
“m issions” 
to  change Italy
IThe reorganisation, from top to bottom, of the State 

apparatus to create a new model of State that is com
puterised and digitised and to encourage a more wide
spread use of the Internet and digital technology by the 
Public Administration to schools, universities, societies 
and all the population by 2005.

2 Ref orm of the institutional structure of the State 
by giving the citizens the right to choose who 

they want to govern them, by halving the number 
of Members of Parliament and by delegating the 
responsibility for schools, health and the protection 
of citizens from urban crime to the various Regions.

3 Revision of the laws and codes to eventually 
achieve consolidation Acts and a new Code re

garding fiscal regulations with the annulment of 
thousands of laws.

4Realisation of our "Plan for the great public 
works", a project indispensable for our country. 

These works include roads, motorways, railways, 
bridges, ports, underground networks and water sys
tems. We must reinforce the defence of the territory 
against natural disasters and use to advantage our 
great environmental and artistic patrimony.

5Realisation of our "Project for the south", the 
keystone to our national development: the fight 

against crime, new infrastructures, incentives for 
tourism and agriculture, less bureaucracy and tax 
deductions for entrepreneurs who invest in the 
South of Italy.



Our five "strategies" to  
im prove the lives 
of the Italian people
I The realisation of our plan for well-being: less 

taxation on the families, on work and on the in
dustries, less bureaucracy, less restrictions and less 
waste of public money with the aim of creating more 
development, more jobs and more resources to in
vest for the good of everyone.

2 Realisation of a new social policy to help those 
in need and to help those who help others. To in

crease the minimum pension to one million lire 
monthly, to abolish tax on families with an income 
below 20-22 million lire annually, to provide "good 
schooling" and "good health" for everyone and to 
introduce less restrictions and more incentives for 
voluntary workers.

3 Realisation of our "Project for crime prevention" 
with the internal reorganisation of institutions 

responsible for security so as to really protect the 
citizens: control of the territory, better equipped and 
higher paid police forces, quicker trials, suitable pun
ishment and control of illegal immigration.

4 Realisation of our "Plan for schooling, computer 
studies and scientific research", the true wealth 

of our future: the suspension of the reforms of the 
scholastic systems, the three "musts", English lan
guage, Internet, Enterprise and more investments 
and less limitations for research.

5 Protection of the environment and the health of 
the citizens by enforcing more efficient and se

vere controls on air, water and foodstuffs.

!
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Dear friends,
The appointm ent fo r  the elections on 13th M ay  will be an appointm ent 
with history. It w ill be a decisive choice to change Italy and to gu aran 
tee our freedom , safety and well-being.
We are living in the years 2000 but our public adm inistration is that o f  

a cen tu ry  ago. A ll the State apparatu s is old  fash ion ed , obsolete, ex 
trem ely expensive and inefficient. The political-bureaucratical proce

dures slow  dow n econom ical developm ent and create all kinds o f  diffi
culties fo r  both citizens and businesses. F o r a  long tim e w e have been  
w orking with som e o f  the m ost im portant international organisational 
consulting agencies. O ur aim  is to create a new  type o f  State, up-to-date 
w ith the ivorld o f  com puters and digital technology, w here every citi
zen can go "on line" from  hom e or from  the office to obtain all the ser
v ices, w e h av e cou n ted  m ore than on e hu n dred , that the p u b lic  ad 

m inistration o f  the fu ture m ust be able to provide.

W e m ust also up-date the institutional structure o f  the State so 
that the people can vote directly for  their Premier, w e m ust halve 

the num ber o fM P s and m ake the local g ov ern m en ts , which are much  

closer to the people, responsible fo r  such m atters as schooling, profes
sional training an d  health.

W 'e m ust deal w ith the laws. Today in Italy, there are an incalcu
lable num ber o f  laws that do not guarantee that the rights and  

the serenity o f  anyone w ho w ants to act w ithin the regulations will be 
respected. This m eans revising the Civil and Penal Codes and the pro
cedural codes, it m eans abolishing m any laws, gathering together the 
statutes o f  the various areas into single texts and to g ive rise to a new  
fiscal Code that w ill abolish the over three thousand current fiscal reg

ulations. It is an im m ense undertaking fo r  which w e will call on the help 
o f  our best jurists.

We m ust at last start on the great public works. The in frastruc
ture o f  Italy is w ay behind other European countries: our m o

torw ay netw ork is still to be com pleted, our international railw ay con
nections are still only projects on the draw ing board, the underground  
railw ay netw ork m ust be realised or com pleted in our m ajor cities and  
the w ater system  in the South needs attention. Furtherm ore w e m ust 
put into act a large-scale plan to protect our country from  natural dis-

Letter to the Italians
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N IMPEGNO CONCRETO:

asters by starting w ork on the beds o f  the R ivers Po, A rno and Tevere 
and on the torrents and stream  system s in m any regions.

We m ust regard the South as our great opportunity, the hidden  
treasure that w e m ust take advantage o f  in order to m ake the de

velopm ent o f  the w hole country take-off. The "Project fo r  developm ent 
o f  the South" is a fun dam en tal point in our plan fo r  Italy. R egarding  
our econom ic program m e, our  " proposal fo r  fiscal equality, fo r  w ell-be
ing , fo r  w ork and fo r  solidarity" it utilises the principles o f  the social 
m arket econom y w hich is a fu n dam en tal part o f  the European P opu 
lar Party's new  program m e. O ur basic aim s are the w ar against pover
ty, against unem ploym ent, against unfair taxation, against excessive  
bureaucracy and against crime. The first goal that w e have set ourselves 
is to help the seven and a h a lf million Italians living in poverty to reach  
a level o f  w ell being. To ach ieve this aim  w e m ust g iv e  a boost to the 
econom y in order to create new  jobs  and to accom plish  a new, strong  
social policy. The wealth o f  a nation is judged  by the num ber o f  citizens 
that are em ployed and the quality level o f  their activity. I f  w e w ant an  
Ita ly  that is prosperou s an d  com p etitiv e  in the w orld  o f  the "N ew  

E conom y" then w e m ust invest in culture, training and instruction.

This is the mission that w e have set ourselves for Italy. For Italy by 2010, 
fo r  the Italy o f  the new  millennium. It is not a project o f  the centre, 

o f the left or o f  the right: it is sim ply what is indispensable and immediate 
fo r  the good o f  Italy and fo r  all Italians i f  w e want our well being, our safe- 
ty and our freedom  to grow. It is a great challenge, a task that is as exalt

ing as it is difficult but it is worth trying. For these reasons, the appoint
m ent o f  the 13th M ay will be fundam ental: it really will be an important 
choice, the decisive choice on which our future depends.

J am  su re that the Ita ly  that I  have in m ind  is the sam e as the on e  
you have in m ind: a nation in which no-one m ust feel like a second  

class citizen , a nation  in w hich  no-one m ust fe e l aban don ed  to their  
illness or to poverty, a nation in which everyone considers the State and  
its institutions to be on their side an d  not an en em y ly ing  in w ait. I  
im agine a nation where no-one shoidd feel threatened only because their 

adversaries are in pow er, a nation w here everyone has the possibility  
to learn, to build a  fu tu re fo r  them selves, to g ive the best o f  them selves, 
a nation that is free, prosperous and ju st and w here everyone will Itave 

the right to hope.
With m y very best w ishes .  , . / ^ T )
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