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Italy has risen 
in the last few years, humble 
and tenacious, proud and 
honest, moderate but firm 
in defending the principles 
of freedom an Italy, that has 
no past to hide and that, 
most of all, is not afraid 
to hope and believe.
This Italy is us, it is called 
Forza Italia".
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AN ITALIAN STORY



RELAXING 
IN THE PARK 
Silvio Berlusconi 
in his large garden 
inArcoré,' t  '  Æ  
his home and



Who really is the leader of Forza Italia? How

does the man who wants to change the country
·  ·»  *  «

really live? We have followed his life from his
f ·  ·  f f*  ·  0 “

T 1 childhood jn Milan to the Father Salesiani 

secondary school; through his university years,
* ' *» · ' * m * ·

his work, his challenges and his successes.-But, 

above all, we tell of the likes, the passions,.the

* »friendships and the loves of Silvio'Berlusconi
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his character 
and passions

From his father Luigi, a native of Milan and 
an honest man of high principles, Silvio 

inherited his sense of duty, his love for work, 
his ability to make sacrifices and his respect 
for promises made. His father Luigi and his 
mother Rosa surrounded him with serenity 
and a positive attitude towards life. But the 
childhood of the future President was marked 
by the war. A horrendous tragedy which Sil
vio, and all his contemporaries, have never 
been able to forget. Memories from that long- 
ago period still move him today: "LeTs see: I 
was bom in 1936 and so I was only six years 
old when the reality of war brutally entered 
into our everyday lives. Then came 1943 with 
its crisis, the fall of fascism, the 8th of Sep
tember, the Germans, the terror, the bombing. 
My father was in the army during the defeat, 
and when the Germans started to hunt down 
Italian soldiers, he was persuaded by friends 
to go with them to safety in Switzerland. He 
made the right choice as this decision saved 
his life and the future of all of us. This period 
far from home caused great suffering both for 
him and for my mother. For me it was a dev
astating torment and my father became the 
focal point of all my thoughts.
My mother found herself caring for two 
young children and she also had the added 
responsibility of two elderly people, her fa
ther and her mother-in-law, all of whom she 
supported with her work as a secretary at the 
Pirelli factory in Milan. Every day, in order to 
arrive early at the office, she had to get up at 
five o'clock to catch the bus that took her to 
Lomazzo where she caught the Fenovie Nord 
train to Piazzale Cadoma, in Milan. From there 
she went on foot to the Pirelli factory. In the 
evening, she repeated the same route in the 
dark. This was her life, every day backwards 
and forwards, at first pregnant with my lit
tle sister and then, later, hurrying home in the 
evening to breast-feed her. And all this with 
one unforgettable, nightmarish memory of 
a sub-machine gun pointing at her chest and 
the almost certain conviction that she would ^
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AT SCHOOL 
Under the severe gaze of 
the religious guides and 
the teachers, the boys of 
the 5“ class of the 
Sant’Ambrogio Grammar 
School get ready for the 
class photograph. The 
third from the left at the 

is Silvio Berlusconitop

The class

One for 
ALL...

In 1991, S ilv io  B erlu sco n i spoke  
about his school days for Capital

£ 61 think I was lucky to have been part 
lo t  such a lively and united class and to 

have had such good teachers. At least three 
of them were excellent. But they were not 
easy years. We had to study hard, in the 
afternoons, in the evenings after dinner and 
in the early mornings. It was a hard regime 
and it lasted from the beginning of secondary 
school up until the final exams for our diplo
ma. There was dear Father Olmi who used 
to fill our heads with Latin and Greek gram
mar. He tested us every day and there was 
no escape. At the end, we knew the verbs 
and declensions off by heart. In this way, we 
learnt how to study and how to pore over 
our textbooks until we really understood and 
memorised the contents. At the grammar 
school, all the teachers fascinated us and 
held our attention, but I especially remem
ber Father Muffattl who taught Latin and 
Greek and Father Biagini who taught Ital
ian. They taught us to communicate. They 
insisted on lucidity of the contents, a clear
ness of the language, fluidity in the discourse 
and a balanced composition. They instilled 
in us the love of using the correct word, of 
finding the root of the words and therefore 
the real meaning. There was deep under
standing and great humanity uniting the 
students that came to us from our families 
and upbringing. Today sociologists would 
call It a lower, middle-class background. In 
our class there was also much individuali
ty and it is thanks to this experience that we 
have an instilled sense of respect and con
sideration for others, especially for those 
weaker than ourselves. After grammar 
school, the “team”, teachers and pupils, have 
remained united and we still get together 
frequently, not only to re-live the past but al
so to live the present.

7



ms character 
and passions

A be shot. Once, while on the train, she had 
stopped an SS officer from arresting a Jewish 
woman who was to be taken to one of the con
centration camps. All the other passengers 
were paralysed with fear but not my mother. 
She grabbed the German official by his jacket 
lapels and started shouting, "Go away, say 
that you couldn't find her and go away". The 
incredulous German pushed her to the 
ground, pointed his gun at her and threatened 
to kill her unless she shut up. But my mother 
had the courage to continue. 'Just look around 
you", she replied, "if you shoot me you will 
never leave this carriage alive". The German 
paused and looked around. He saw that he 
was surrounded by terrified but threatening 
faces, people who couldn't abandon this lit- 

8 tie woman with a huge stomach and in
domitable spirit, a woman who was prepared 
to risk her life to save another. The German 
officer became red with anger, tightened his 
finger on the trigger, hesitated for a moment 
then turned and left the carriage. The train 
started up, my mother had won but the ten
sion and the fright had exhausted her and 
during the last part of her pregnancy, her 
health suffered the consequences. But despite 
this she carried on doing her duty both in the 
office and at home. My mother never boast
ed about this episode and it was only her fel
low travellers who later told the story.
I was proud of her and I had learnt an im
portant lesson: if you overcome your fear, if 
you have enough courage, you can win". 
That was the beginning of a long and painful 
period that lasted until the spring of 1945. 
"When the war finished", recalls Berlusconi, 
"all the fathers, uncles and brothers that had 
escaped from the Germans and from depor
tation to the work camps and lagers started 
to return. For me this was the beginning of yet 
another period of apprehension and waiting. 
Every day I went to the station to wait for the 
train from Como where all the refugees re
turning from Switzerland arrived. Many re-

Luigi Berlusconi

mv FATHER
The personality  o f Lu ig i Berlusconi has h ad  an enorm ous influence on the life 
o f the founder o f Fininvest. For Silvio, his father has alw ays been n ot only his 
parent b u t his guide an d  friend who was always a t his side right up to the end

Luigi Berlusconi was a severe but loving father who then became a friend and guide 
and he was always a central figure In the life of his son. Bom in Saronno in 1908, he 

moved to Milan while still very young. He was employed as a simple clerk in the Ban
ca Raslni but he Immediately began to advance In his career. The owner of the bank, 
Carlo Rasini remembers him as “a loyal employee totally dedicated to his work. Be
fore giving a new pencil to the other clerks, he would make them give back the stub of 
the old one and he always turned off unnecessary lights. Those were different times”. 
Luigi retired with the position of General Manager from the Istituto di Crédito but even 
so, he never stopped working. He Immediately started to follow the activity of his son’s 
companies and of Edilnord that was to create Milano 2 and Milano 3. Right from the very 
beginning, Berlusconi senior firmly believed in his son’s ideas, so much so that he in
vested his whole retirement bonus In his son’s first company as Initial capital. He then 
continued to help him by obtaining other funds and loans, keeping the accounts of the 
first businesses and by advising him and giving him the benefit of his long experience. 
He was always to be seen at Silvio’s side at crucial moments of his career, at the cre
ation of Canale 5, when he broke into the field of publicity and cinema, and at the ac

quisition of the Standa chain. This 
strong bond between them was 
made even more Intense by their 
love of sport. Luigi had passed his 
passion for the Milan Football Club 
to his eldest son and when Silvio 
became manager of the ‘red and 
black’ team, he always remem 
bered the Sunday afternoons when 
his father had taken him to rejoice 
or suffer for the ‘Diavolo’.
The first “World Cup” won by Mi
lan could only have been dedicat
ed to his father Luigi.

THE FAMILY
A young Silvio Berlusconi with his 
mother Rosella, his father Luigi 
and his younger sister 
Maria Antonietta



turned but not my father. Every day for a 
month I climbed up onto a post that had be
come my observation point. Then after wait
ing so long in vain, I decided to keep away. It 
wasn't only reticence but disappointment and 
pain. I wanted to be able to cry without any
one seeing my tears. Why did the train arrive 
without bringing my father? Then one day he 
arrived. I recognised him from afar, felt my

heart leap, my legs started running and with 
a headlong dash I threw myself into his arms. 
Many other children never saw their fathers 
again but I was one of the lucky ones. That 
memory remains to this day as the most heart
rending and happiest moment of my life". 
With the end of the war, serenity returned to 
the reunited family. After primary school, Sil
vio attended lower secondary school and then ►

me STUDENT
The m em ories  o f his teachers a n d  
class m ates

Silvio’s character was in large part 
formed by the Salesiani Fathers at 

the Sant’Ambrogio Grammar School In 
Via Copernico in Milan. It was a hard 
school where young Berlusconi learnt to 
study his books until he fully understood 
and remembered the meaning. This is 
how Father Erminio Furlotti, with over forty 
years of teaching experience at the school, 
remembers Berlusconi as a student. “He 
was bright, self-possessed and full of self 
confidence. He was extremely commu
nicative and because of this, whenever 
visiting dignitaries came to the school, he 
was entrusted to give the official speech 
that he sometimes improvised on the spot. 
He understood the link between attention 
and memory and he used this to his best 
advantage”.
Guido Possa, one of his school friends 
recalls “During those years our studies 
were really hard and the teachers made 
them even harder. Only the most indus
trious students succeeded. Silvio was a 
diligent student and he excelled in Italian, 
Latin and Greek, subjects that require sub
tlety of expression, both oral and written. 
He loved poetry and the great literary 
works. He was also very good at sports 
and he was the first in the class for run
ning. In the relationships within the class, 
he was always a central figure thanks to 
his lively and out-going personality. He 
was the envy of his class mates because 
of his good taste in clothes, his ease with 
words, his success with girls, his passion 
for theatre and singing and most of all for 
his ability to create an intense social life 
in the little free time that remained after 
his studies. Berlusconi has always had 
an exceptionally good relationship with 
his school companions and he has kept 
in contact with them. Many of them have 
collaborated with him for many years in 
his professional life”.



ms character 
and passions
4 the Salesiani Grammar School in Via Coper- 

nico.lt was not an easy school and the stud
ies were hard. Young Berlusconi had to come 
to grips with the iron rules of the Salesian re
ligious order: wake up at seven o'clock, break
fast, mass, lessons, homework, study. The on
ly recreation his parents permitted was to see 
a film on Saturday afternoons. But how could 
he find the money? Silvio was enterprising 
and he overcame this obstacle by becoming 
assistant to the operator at his local cinema. 
Enterprising, sometimes even stubborn, but 
nevertheless charis
matic: in class and at 
the church Youth 
Club he was always 
a leader. He also 
manifested a practi- 

1 0  cal and down-to- 
earth quality: he al
ways finished his 
homework before the 
others and then 
helped his slower or 
less studious com
panions in exchange 
for a few coins which 
he invariably gave 
back if his class mate 
didn't get a satisfac
tory grade. It was a sort of "satisfaction or 
money back" offer. As Silvio Berlusconi, fa
ther of five children, was later to say, "You 
cannot achieve anything without effort and 
sacrifice".
After his diploma in classical studies, young 
Berlusconi announced to his father Luigi, that 
he wanted to pay for his university studies 
by himself. But how? With Fedele Con- 
falonieri, who was to become a lifelong friend, 
he formed a musical group called "I quattro 
doctores".
They played in student clubs, university get- 
togethers and private parties. "But never in 
night-clubs" remembers Berlusconi with a s- 
mile, "We were boys from good families".

Rosella Berlusconi

a  MOTHER 
and a FRIEND

A severe, indom itable w om an with great determination b ut a t the sam e time 
an affectionate, protective, caring mother. A portrait o f Rosella Berlusconi

Rosa, known as Rosella ever since she was a teenager, today has twelve grand
children but her own children are still c losest to her heart. Speaking of her 

children, she says, “ I gave birth to them, and I made sacrifices for them although 
of course I love my grandchildren as well. They are all good-looking, intelligent 
and loving” . Her favourite grandchild Is Marina: ‘There  Is a special bond between 

us”, confesses Rosella.
Rosella Is a small, upright, neat woman, but she also has 
a combative spirit. She always says exactly what she thinks, 
especially to her son Silvio. At the beginning she was a- 
galnst his Intention to enter Into politics and she continual
ly asked him why. His anguished reply was a lways the 
sam e: “ I m ust do it. C an ’t you see the state we are In? 
Someone must come forward and do something. The com
m unists are the sam e as they have a lways been, they 
will destroy Italy, there will be no freedom, no-one will be 
able to work”. One evening during the winter of 1993, Rosel
la looked straight Into her son’s eyes and In a few, simple 
words she told him: “ If you feel It’s your duty to do It, you 
must find the courage to follow your Ideal” . Ever since that 
moment she has been at Silvio’s side, always ready to en
courage and support him. “One day In 1994” she tells us, 
“ I saw that Silvio was tired, worried and disheartened. I re
member saying to him, Silvio, you must not disappoint all 
those people who are counting on you. You must carry on, 

but first you must give yourself a rest, gather your courage, your energy, your en
thusiasm and your faith and soon you will regain your fighting spirit” . In the entrance 
hall of his mother’s home there Is a beautiful low-relief by Pietro Canonlca of a Madon
na and child offering a rose. “W ould you like to hear the story of this M adonna” , 
she asks. “When I had my seventieth birthday, Silvio, who was in Pahs at the time, 
sent me seventy roses as tall as me. Then at m idnight I heard the doorbell ring. It 
was Silvio, apologising for the late hour. He kissed me and then, with the help of his 
chauffeur, carried this heavy Madonna into the house. He told me that It had been 
carved in 1936, the year In which he had been bom, and it was for this reason that 
he wanted to give It to me. He told me that I was the M adonna and he was the 
child offering me a rose”. Rosella Is proud of the love her children have for her. “Every 
Sunday, Silvio Invites me to Arcore and regardless of however many important peo
ple there may be around the table, he always sits me at his right hand side. When 
I speak, everyone listens to me with attention and respect. I am proud and I thank 
God for everything that my children have achieved, but most of all I am proud of the 
love and affection that they have for me”.
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THE FATHER 
Silvio with young 
Luigi, the baby of 
the Berlusconi 
family. Luigi was 
born on the 18th 
October, 1988

THE TIME OF THE 
NEW GENERATION

One morning Silvio Berlusconi was
passing the Central Station in Milan 

when suddenly something totally unex
pected happened. Her name was Carla Del- 
l'Oglio and she was waiting for the bus. At 
once Silvio forgot everything else. He in
troduced himself to her, he joked and offered 
to take her home. She hesitated for awhile 
but finally accepted his offer. They got mar
ried on 6th March 1965. On 10th March 1966 
Marina, christened Maria Elvira, was bom, 
followed, two years later on 28th March

1968, by Pier Silvio, immediately nicknamed 
Dudi. The two children had a happy child
hood, first in Milan in their home in Via Gi- 
miniano and then in Arcore. Although their 
father was rapidly becoming a public figure 
and a successful entrepreneur, their family 
life remained unchanged. Silvio didn't like 
ostentation and he wanted his children to 
grow up like all their contemporaries and 
above all, far from the attention of public life. 
As Pier Silvio recalls: "Even when our father 
came home to relax, he was always avail
able for us and he spent his free time enter
taining us, telling us jokes and stories and 
making us laugh by doing imitations of the

old man of the West. . Berlusconi's pro
fessional life was becom ing increasingly 
busy with days and nights dedicated to 
work. The family was tranquil and untrou
bled but something in his relationship with 
Carla started to change and by the begin
ning of the 80s, their love had changed in
to a close friendship. Silvio and Carla agreed 
to continue living their lives separately, each 
following their own goals, but nonetheless 
many factors still continue to unite them, 
above all Marina and Dudi. Life continued 
and one evening Berlusconi saw Veronica 
Lario performing at the Manzoni Theatre in 
Milan, and it was love at first sight. A few ^



ms character 
and passions

years later they married and had three chil
dren, Barbara (1984), Eleonora (1986) and 
Luigi (1988) who was named after his grand
father. Time passed. Marina, his eldest 
daughter, 34 years old, is now the vice chair
person of Fininvest and Pier Silvio, 31 years 
old, is vice-chairman of Mediaset and the 
director of Rti, the society that controls the 
activity of the broadcasting companies. Ma
rina is one of the most admired women 
managers in Italy. She loves to dress in a clas

sical and discrete style and she has inherit
ed a passion for work from her father, often 
working up to twelve hours a day. Pier Sil
vio, after being injured in a terrible road ac
cident in Bermuda, has regained an extra
ordinary athletic physique thanks to prac
tising sport and he is now responsible for all 
the production and programme planning 
of Canale 5, Italia 1 and Retequattro.

SATURDAY IS 
FOR THE CHILDREN

For her three children, Veronica has cho
sen the "Steinerian" school. Inspired by 

the thinking of Rudolf Steiner, an Austri
an philosopher and educator, this method 
has been conceived to stimulate the cre
ativity and independent character forma

tion of the children through the practise of 
art and music. Silvio Berlusconi has always 
been very close to his family and he dedi
cates as much time as he can spare from his 
work to being with them.
"W e speak about school, about friends, 
about Milan, and about what I, and they, 
have done. Very often we get together 
around the piano and we sing together. We 
all sing in tune and have good musical tal
ent. As I always tell them, we could put to-



THE FAMILY
From the left:
Silvio with Marina 
and Pier Silvio; with 
Barbara, Eleonora 
and Luigi; on the 
right, a photograph 
of Veronica 
Berlusconi with 
Eleonora and Luigi

veronica, 
his great

Silvio Berlusconi 
has always been 

very close to 
his family. 
Still today, 

he dedicates 
every minute 

o f his free 
time to his 
loved ones

The youngest children in the fam ily Lui
gi and Eleonora, once interview ed their 
father. But it w asn't for homework, an ex
ercise set by the "Steinerian" method of 
teaching or a new game. Unknown to their 
parents, the budding journalists published 
the "scoop" in the weekly magazine "Tv 
Sorrisi e Canzoni".
"D ad, when you were a boy, did you like 
playing football"? Luigino once asked 
him.
"O f course I did" replied Silvio, "the only 
trouble was finding a ball to play w ith". 
"N ow  that you have a w hole team  of 
your ow n, does it m ake you feel 
stronger?" added Eleonora.
"N o ", replied her father, "it isn't a ques
tion of strength but a question of love". ►

gether a choir or an orchestra".
Sometimes there are disagreements but they 
are always resolved democratically, with 
Silvio perennially in the minority.
The reasons for these disputes are the usu
al reasons common to every family.
'Tt usually happens when there is a new ar
rival in the family, a dog, a cat or a squir
rel. I always vote against it and 1 always lose 
but then of course it ends up that I spoil the 
animal more than any of the others".
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BERLUSCONI 
A N D  HIS 
CHILDREN  
These pages are 
dedicated to 
pictures of Silvio 
Berlusconi 
and his children. On 
the left with Marina, 
his eldest daughter, 
above with Dudi, 
on the right with his 
youngest daughters, 
Barbara and 
Eleonora
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◄ HIS MOST 
DIFFICULT BATTLE

Among Berlusconi's many successes, 
the m ost im portant and the m ost 

painful was his fight against cancer in May 
1997. He himself spoke about it three years 
later. It had started out as a m eeting the 
same as many others, that day in July, be
tween the ex-premier and the young peo
ple in a com m unity for alcoholics and 
drug addicts, the "Piccola com unita" run



his Horoscope
Born under the sigh o f Libra on the 29th  Septem ber 1936, astrologers believe that his destiny was already written in the stars  

His character.
As the m ajority of people born under the  sign o f Libra, he is a  com m unica tive  person capab le  of strong passion and deep 
love. Like all Libra people, he is charism atic and thanks to h is adaptability  and innate ta lent, he stands out in s ituations that 
bring him into the  public eye. He has great capacity  of judgem ent, ana lys is and synthesis, and he supports  h is reasoning 
with exacting logic so tha t he is able to  present any point o f v iew  w ith absolute clearness.

His friendships.
Friendship and adm iration help him  to  deve lop the m ore positive side o f his nature wh ile  his strong characte r renders him 
able to absorb even the m ost difficult adversities in life and to  take advantage of these difficult s ituations in o rder to  reach his 
goals.
From the Libra sign, Silvio Berlusconi takes his capacity to adapt him self to different c ircum stances, m aking the m ost of every 
situation w ithout absorbing negative influences.
Com bative, determ ined and tenacious, his secret lies in his ability to  recognise at first s ight the people that will be m ore con
genial and those w ho will, sooner or later, be a source of great d isappo in tm ent to him. His critical nature helps him  to assess 
with serenity the  various face ts  of the  truth and o f hum an nature. He is dem and ing  and tire less but above all is dedicated 
to w ork and efficiency.

The stars for this year
This year Saturn passing  th rough the sign o f G em in i w ill require  an effort o f p recis ion ism  and conso lidation  w h ile  Jupite r 
passing through the sign o f S corp io  will guarantee tha t his e ffo rts obtain good results. T he  battles fough t by the  leader of 
Forza Italia will concern econom ic and political questions and he will find him self facing strong opposition but w e can be sure 
that he will not be the one to back down.
Num erous and powerful astral in fluences will guarantee e ffic iency and strength, causing  Berlusconi to  live th rough a peri
od that will be busy and exhausting but which will, a t the sam e tim e, be full o f success and satisfaction both in h is public and 
private life. Finally, th is  year, after a long and difficult period, the  stars will be in his favour.

by Father Gigi Vian and Father Antonio 
Zuliani set in the hills of Conegliano Vene- 
to. "There was a moment in m y life when 
I had to draw on all my strength and will 
to resist. This m om ent w as w hen I d is
covered I had a tumour. I lived through 
months of hell but I carried on working as 
if nothing had happened. Then I had an 
operation, underw ent all the necessary 
therapy and I pulled through. I started out 
again with more determination than ever". 
Berlusconi underw ent his operation on

After three years o f 
silence, Berlusconi 

speaks o f the 
drama o f his illness. 
A severe trial and 

an example 
o f great will power

the 5th May. "Luckily", he later explained, 
"the tumour was localised and I was able 
to make a complete recovery.
I managed to com e out of the tunnel and 
overcome a terrible period. It was hard but 
I fought the electoral cam paign w ith 
courage. The administrative elections were 
at stake but even more important was my 
dream to start changing Italy.
The last day of the campaign was tremen
dous. It was the closing manifestation for 
the election of Gabriele Albertini as Lord ►



ms character 
and passions

4 M ayor and there w ere three hundred 
thousand people in Piazza Duomo in M i
lan. I spoke with m y usual strength and 
passion but I had death in my heart.
The follow ing day I w as due to go into 
the operating theatre and I couldn't stop 
thinking about it, I w as convinced that 
the cancer had spread and that it was in
op erab le". The doctors at San Raffaele 
Hospital in Milan minimised the problem 
saying that it was only kidney stones. The 
real diagnosis remained a secret for three

years and only fam ily and close friends 
knew about his illness and his recovery. 
So why did Silvio Berlusconi violate his 
secret by speaking about it on that occa
sion? As he quite simply explained, "I was 
there with those young people who were 
fighting against drugs and alcohol and I 
w anted to m ake them  understand that 
even the darkest m om ents can be over
com e. W hile I w as trying to encourage 
them I had the sensation that they were 
thinking how much easier everything was 
for me because m y nam e w as Silvio 
Berlusconi. It was at that point that I de
cided to tell them  about my ow n experi-

The long, 
painful battle 
against cancer 

has left 
Berlusconi 

with a deep, 
indelible mark

THE CHILDREN CRO W  UP  
Silvio Berlusconi 
with his youngest children

ence". That long fight and painful victory 
over the illness has left a deep and indeli
ble mark in Berlusconi.
"Since then m y life has taken on a differ
ent direction. After m y illness I went back

to w ork w ith a greater intensity but the 
change went m uch deeper than that. To
day I give less importance than I once did 
to appearances, am bitions, success and 
other material things. After thinking I was



going to die, I have discovered new hori
zons and new energy. W hen you survive 
experiences like that, your life really does 
change". "This proves that you can re
cover from cancer", says Professor Um -

berto Veronesi, "and that strength of will 
and courage can be of great help in these 
situations. The fact that Silvio Berlusconi 
made this private part of his life public in 
front of ex-drug addicts was extremely im

portant. These young people often feel that 
they have no future and so it is necessary 
to give them goals in life. W hen they have 
aims they gain the will to reach them and 
to exceed them.



The man

HIS LOVE 
OF ART
Silvio Berlusconi 
has always loved
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Silvio's
little

What does S ilv io  B erlu sconi do in 
his very little free time? He has al

ways been reluctant to speak about his pri
vate life but since he has entered the world 
of politics, he has had to leave behind him 
the entrepreneur to become a public fig
ure and so inevitably he has become pub
lic property.
So how really is his private life?
First and forem ost, he loves to be w ith 
Veronica and his children and his favourite 
role is that of husband and father. The mo
ments spent with his family are moments 
of true happiness. O ne of his particular 
passions is for art. This passion started 
when he was very young. For a short pe
riod after he had finished G ram m ar 
school, he worked with one of his father's

Antiques are yet another 
passion of both Silvio and 

Veronica Berlusconi. One of 
their greatest pleasures was 
to go together to search for 

rare pieces but unfortunately 
the commitments of his 

public life have made this 
almost impossible

friends w ho m ade picture fram es and it 
w as through this that he gained a close 
contact with art. "In  this way, slowly but 
inexorably, I became an art collector", he 
recalls. This passion, shared by his wife 
Virginia, is very deep and is demonstrat
ed by his love for the great Venetian



W ITH  VERONICA
Silvio Berlusconi 

With his wife Veronica 
and their three children. 
Silvio and Veronica met 
at the Manzoni Theatre 

in Milan in 1980. 
On the right, the garden 
of the Berlusconi family 

home in Arcore

painters. He owns a marvellous collection 
of canvases by Tintoretto and Canaletto 
and he also has a collection of over fifty 
views of Venice. But he also likes modern 
art and, above all, the sculptures by his 
friend Pietro Cascella.
He loves to spend time w ith his lifelong 
friends, his dearest com panions w ith 
whom he passes his famous annual work
ing holidays based on relaxing literature. 
Every year, Silvio Berlusconi gathers to
gether his friends and assistants on the is
land of Bermuda. He calls these occasions 
'spiritual retreats'. They get up early in the 
morning and meet over breakfast to dis
cuss the latest news that arrives from Italy 
by  fax. Then they dedicate a couple of 
hours to sport, either walking or running, 
followed by an unusual lunch. As if they 
were in a monastry, Gianni Letta, Marcel
lo DelTUtri, Fedele C onfalonieri and 
Berlusconi himself take it in turns to read 
the great classics. "In  Berm uda we run, ►



Silvio's
little

4 read, meditate and we do exercises to keep 
ourselves physically fit. To exercise our 
memories, w e recite fam ous poem s and 
challenge each other as to w ho can re
m ember them the best".

Dante, Plato,
Sant'Agostino, 

M eister Eckhart, 
the mediaeval mystics 

and Erasmus o f 
24 Rotterdam are among 

his favourite authors

FROM GREEN FINGERS 
TO THE KITCHEN

Berlusconi claims not to have any par
ticular hobbies apart from his work 

and his studies.
And how can anyone deny this when we 
consider that during his student days at 
G ram m ar School, during the Italian 
lessons, he didn't write only one com po
sition for him self but two or three extra 
ones which he passed on to his less-able 
classmates.
"I pride myself on being an expert in parks 
and gardens and I really think I have 
planted more trees than any other am a
teur landscape gardener".
He knows and recognises all the species 
of trees, flowers and bushes and he loves 
to point them out using their Latin botani
cal names. He has even participated as gar
dening expert in numerous television pro
grammes.



IN THE OPEN AIR 
Silvio Berlusconi in the park 
at Arcore with Pier Silvio

As well as parks and gardens, another of 
his semi-official hobbies is interior deco
rating. Guiliano Ferrara, who knows him 
well, tells us, "H e loves to furnish homes

In Bermuda, during 
the summer, Silvio and 

his friends read the 
great classics o f the 

Western school

taking care of every single detail includ
ing furniture, paintings, framed photos, 
flow ers and lighting. In Palazzo Chigi, 
when he becam e Prem ier in 1994, he re
stored and furnished, at his own expense, 
the guest quarters where official visitors 
are received. This is a unique act in the his
tory of the Italian Republic". ►



Silvio's
little

secrets
◄GOOD LITERATURE 

AND MUSIC

He has always loved m usic and he 
sings and plays the piano, the gui

tar and the double bass. He knows dozens 
of French songs and his favourite singers 
are Charles Trenet, G ilbert Becaud and 
Charles Aznavour.
H e has recorded "Q u e reste t'il des nos 
am ou rs", "D ans m on lie" and other 
French m asterpieces in a CD for his 
daughter Marina.
This love for m usic dates from the years 
of his youth. To pay for his U niversity 

2 6  studies, he and his friend Fedele Con- 
falonieri w orked as singers and enter
tainers on the Costa Crociere cruise ships. 
With Fedele at the piano and Silvio at the

Ever since he was a 
hoy, music has been 

one o f Silvio 
Berlusconi's 

great passions

guitar or double bass, they im provised 
jazz duets while Silvio sang. Even now, 
w henever they get together, Fedele goes 
through his repertoire of classical music 
and then leaves the piano to Silvio. His 
youngest children also have music in their 
blood. Eleonora studies the harp, Barbara 
the piano while Luigi plays the flute and 
the guitar. From classical music it is only 
a short step to great literature.
Berlusconi has always been an avid read
er. His interests range from historical es-

Young Berlusconi at 
sixteen years of age.

The future leader of 
Forza Italia, singing 
on the Costa cruise 
ships to pay for his 
University studies. 

On the right, Silvio at 
three years of age



says to books on politics, econom y and 
philosophy although his favourites remain 
the great classics of literature. In his li
braries -  he has now become the most im
portant Italian publisher as he is the pub
lisher for Mondadori, Einaudi, Sperling 
and Kupfer and Electa -  next to thousands 
of volumes, there is a special place for

Reflections

Regarding
"The PRAISE of FOLLY"

books in which he has been personally in
volved such as 'The Praise of Folly ' by 
Erasmus of Rotterdam (to whom  he has 
dedicated the preface printed on the right), 
'Utopia' by Sir Thomas Moor and many 
others: T h e  Prince' by Nicolo Machiavel- 
li with notes by Napoleon, 'Le sottilissime 
astuzie di Bertoldo' by Giulio Cesare 
Croce, 'O n the Dignity of M an' by G io
vanni Pico della Mirandola, 'New Atlantis' 
by Francis Bacon, 'City of the Sun' by Tom- 
maso Cam panella, 'C om m unist M ani
festo by Marx and Engels, 'II disprezzo 
del mondo' by Erasmus of Rotterdam, 'Lo 
spaccio della bestia trionfante' by G ior
dano Bruno.

H ere  is  an ex tra c t from  S ilv io  B e rlu s c o n i’s  p re face  to “The P ra ise  o f F o lly ”, 
the g rea t m asterp iece b y  Erasm us o f R otterdam

I was introduced to “The  Praise of Folly”  by a c lose friend w h ile  w e were at 
University. W e had been having a heated discussion in the course of which I 

had been accused of being a visionary. The fo llow ing day I was g iven a copy of 
the m asterpiece by Erasm us in the Einaudi edition with the dedication, “You will 
see yourse lf in th is book” . So I started to read and I w as im m edia te ly captured 
by the  ded ica tio n  to  S ir T h o m a s  M ore  w h o m  I a lre ad y  knew  from  the  book 
‘U top ia ’. I w as spellbound and cou ldn ’t put it down until I had fin ished  the last 
line of that splendid, self-ironical conclusion.
A part from  the brilliant style supported by an extraord inary intelligence and by 
boundless know ledge, apart from  the h igh ly successfu l p lay between appear
ance and reality, reason and the absurd, w isdom  and folly, I was particularly fas
cinated by the centra l them e of m adness as a creative vital force. T he  innova
to r is as orig ina l in as m uch as his insp ira tion springs from  the  dep ths of irra
tionality. Initially, revolutionary thoughts are a lways considered to be totally lack
ing in com m on sense and it is only later tha t they are affirm ed, recognised, ac
cepted and finally defended by those w ho w ere  once the  adversary. Real w is 
dom  therefore, is not seen in rational conduct that necessarily conform s to as
sum ptions and is therefore sterile, but in far-sighted, v is ionary “fo lly” .
All o f us, at one tim e or another, have had cause to verify  the deep  truth of this 
them e. During m y life as an entrepreneur, the projects that instinctively attract
ed m e, often aga inst the opin ion of co lleagues and c lose friends, w ere  invari
ably the projects in which I preferred to listen to m y heart rather than to cold log
ic, tha t at the end gave m e the g reatest and m ost decis ive  success. But “The 
Praise o f Fo lly”- one  of the  fe w  books th a t I have a lw ays kept c lose  at hand- 
offers m any o ther keys to literature, as does every true m asterpiece. Recently 
I have com e to adm ire the exceptional richness of the art of com m unication that 
has unfolded from  this book. Th is is dem onstrated by the instinctive, masterful 
use of w itty com m ents, astute maxims, incisive im ages and the apparently light, 
whim sica l tone tha t is used to affirm the  often bitter truth and to support coura
geous moral positions.
Th is is a tim eless book, still va lid  today, to  read not on ly fo r pure en joym ent but 
a lso to learn, a book fo r scholars and even more, fo r m en of action.

S ilv io  B e rlu s c o n i
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Silvio and 
Veronica
in Moscow during
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a style
or life

T 7or the last thirty years he has worn blue 
A  or grey double-breasted suits by Ferdi- 
nando Caraceni and for the last thirty years 
he has worked, travelled and received people 
wearing a blue round-necked pullover. For 
the last thirty years he has worn shirts by Bian
ca Mauri either in light blue or with tiny blue 
check, he has worn shoes from Albertini in Via 
del Gesù in Milan and his famous tie with pin
point dots by has often been imitated. As 
Berlusconi says, "In this way I don't have to 

I waste time choosing which to wear".
He doesn't wear a watch except at public

Light blue shirt, blue or 
grey suits designed by 
Ferdinando Caraceni 

and blue round-necked 
pullovers. This is Silvio's 

style, unchanged for 
the last thirty years

meetings where he has to make a speech or 
take part in a television programme. On those 
occasions he wears a 'Nileg' watch that he 
himself gave to his father Luigi. "It's like a 
shield that makes me invincible", he once said 
in "Telecamera". And he really believes this 
because it is said that he once renounced an 
important meeting because he had left his 
watch at Arcore.
He is a sticker for punctuality and he hates ar
riving late for an appointment but also hates 
those who arrive early. It is very hard for him 
when he has to make someone wait because
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IN EVERY SITUATION 
Silvio Berlusconi enjoys being the referee 
between his son Pier Silvio and Sylvester 
Stallone, the mythical Rocky.
Above, a photographic composition 
by Maurizio Galimberti

he is engaged with another guest. His diet is 
based on carbohydrates at midday and pro
tein in the evening. He loves food but man
ages to keep within his ideal form. He can't 
resist apple pie, a speciality of his mother

Rosella and he hates garlic and onion. During 
the seven years that he has been in Rome for 
his political activities, he has only been to a 
restaurant once. He has never attended the 
so-called 'drawing-rooms', either in Milan or ►
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a style
of life

◄ in Rome. At one o'clock in the morning he 
reads the newspapers for the following day 
and he works at his desk until half past two. 
This is the only time of day when he can be 
sure he will not be interrupted by phone calls 
and he can work undisturbed on the contents 
of his informal speeches or on the preparation 
of written interventions in Parliament. If he 
could, he would never leave his home in Ar- 
core, but he also loves Portofino and Sardinia 
where he spends his summer holidays. His 
relationship with others can be condensed in
to three commandments: respect, sincerity 
and courtesy, and from this conviction stems

3 2 As a child he loved 
puppets, read 

Giamburrasca and books 
by Emilio Salgari 

and dreamed of being the 
conductor of an orchestra

his famous phrase: "If I may..."
He likes to work in a closely-knit team because 
as he says, "everyone gives the best of them
selves and because friends are a gift from 
God". Speaking of his school days, he con
fesses, "I was a bit studious but if 1 said I en
joyed doing homework, I would have a nose 
as long as Pinocchio's". As a child he loved 
puppets. He made his own by cutting them 
out from the bark of pine trees, painting them, 
writing the script for the story and then play
ing all the voices. "But now", he adds, "in the 
political theatre with all its marionettes, it's 
quite a different story and I dislike it intense
ly". When he was a teenager, he dreamed of 
becoming the conductor of an orchestra, he
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THEY DISLIKE SOCIETY LIFE 
On the left, Silvio and his wife Veronica 
at the only premiere they have 
ever attended at the Scala in Milan. 
Above, Berlusconi, then Premier, 
atMelti during a visit to the 
industrial areas of Basilicata.
This was a sign of his intention to bring 
prosperity to the south of Italy, 
one of the main
points in the programme
of the parties of Casa delle Liberté’

"Youth isn't a 
date o f birth, 

it's a state 
o f mind and a 

condition 
o f the spirit"

wrote poetry to impress the girls, he read Gi- 
amburrasca and The Tigers of Monpracem 
and he also loved the cartoon strips of Dick 
Fulmine and Gim Toro. He loved fairy stories 
because as he says,"  At the end the good ones 
always win". His other great love is the the
atre. He owns the famous Manzoni Theatre, 
one of the most prestigious theatres in Milan 
where, one evening in 1980, he saw Veroni
ca Lario perform. As he was later to say, 
"I heard thunder but there wasn't a storm".
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his life-long 
friends

In the courtyard of Sant' Antonio Youth 
Club, the church in Via Sebenico and at 

the Salesian Fathers Grammar school. This 
is where Silvio Berlusconi first met Fedele 
Confalonieri, his closest friend. Fedele is 
related to Giovanni Borghi, the famous in
dustrialist w ho manufactures refrigera
tors. Today everyone knows the name Ig 
nis', but in those days Borghi was only a 
simple electrician with a workshop in Pi
azza Minniti. The two boys immediately 
forged a close bond, made even stronger 
because Fedele played the harm onium

The style

Gianni the ambassador
Letta , o n e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l m e m b e rs  o f  th e  ‘te a m ’.
C lo s e ly  b o u n d  b y  fr ie n d s h ip  a n d  a  lo v e  fo r Italy.

One of Silvio Berlusconi’s closest friends is Gi
anni Letta, w e ll-kn ow n  d ire c to r o f “ II T em po” , fo r 

years at the Leader’s side. He was the conductor of “ Italia 
dom a nd a ” , one  of the firs t politica l p rog ram m es b road 
cast by the networks of Segrate and then he becam e the 
vice-chairman of Fininvest. In 1994, Letta followed Berlus
coni to Palazzo Chigi as Under-secretary to the P rem ier’s 
office. A fte r h is experience  in G overnm ent, he becam e 
Berlusconi’s personal ‘am bassador’ in Rome. Everyone, 
both allies and opponents, respect his extraordinary diplo
m acy and his legendary reserve.

The admiration

University Friends
M arcello  D e ll’U tri is a n o th er o f  S ilv io  B erlu sco n i’s long -standin g  friends, b o u n d  ever 
s ince the ir un ivers ity  days b y  the ir p ass io n  fo r b oo ks a n d  football

Marcello Dell’Utri was born in Palermo on the 11 th September 1941. He studied at the ‘Royal Capizzi 
College’ in Bronte and then he attended the Jesuit school of “Gonzaga” in the regional capital of Sici

ly. After gaining his diploma in classical studies in his hometown, he went to Milan where he gained a law 
degree at the State University.
Then followed a period dedicated to sport during which he founded and directed the Opus Dei (Centro Elis) school for form a
tion in sport. He then returned to Palermo where, for three years, he worked for the Cassa di Risparmio di Sicilia. In 1973, Silvio 
Berlusconi ( with whom he had become friends during their university years) offered him the opportunity to return to Milan and 
work as his assistant. During these years they built the foundations for the Fininvest Group and they worked in an atmosphere 
of great enthusiasm. Marcello himself became caught up by this enthusiasm and with Berlusconi’s encouragement, he set up his 
own business, the Bresciano Costruzioni.. But after a short and troubled experience abroad, he decided to return to Italy and work 
for Berlusconi in the field of publicity. He became Chairman and Managing Director of Publitalia ’80, the concessionary agent 
for television publicity for the three channels belonging to the Fininvest Group and for the European networks of which Finin
vest is a shareholder.
In 1994 he took part in founding Forza Italia, he has been a Member of Parliament since 1996 and a Member of the European 
Parliament since 1999. He is Chairman of the Fondazione Biblioteca in Via Senato and of the cultural association “ II Clrcolo” which 
boasts more than one hundred branches throughout Italy. Like B erluscon i, he is passionately fond of books and he can recite 
the Divine Com edy by heart. He is the father of four beautiful children.



The friendship

CONFALONIERI,
a faithful FRIEND

Two strong, lo ya l personalities  b in d  a  friendship  that w as fo rged  in M ilan im m edia te ly  a fte r the w ar a n d  th a t is still as  
strong  a s  e v e r fifty  y ears  later. This is the  s to ry  o f  the  lo n g  re la tio n sh ip  b etw een  F id e l’ a n d  S ilvio, a  friendsh ip  th at 
has lasted  fo r o v e r h a lf a  centu ry

Fedele Confalonieri was born in 1937 in Milan and he grew up, like Berlusconi, in the Iso- 
la Garibaldi neighbourhood. The two boys met at a time when Milan was almost destroyed 

by bombs and where the Sant’Antonio Youth Club was the only place where local boys could 
get together. A close friendship was formed between the two boys, a friendship strengthened 
by their love of Milan Football Club and their love of music. This friendship continued through
out their university years when, for a short period, they followed different roads. Berlusconi 
founded a construction company called the “Cantieri Riunitl Mllanesl” , and the first apartment 
he built was bought by Confalonierl’s mother. ‘Fidel’ as Berlusconi affectionately calls him, al
so decided to becom e an entrepreneur but it was only a short time before he returned to 
his friend Silvio. The Berlusconi-Confalonieri duo immediately became a winner and during 
the frenetic years of Milano 2 e Milano 3, Confalonieri was always to be seen at his friend’s 
side eventually becom ing his assistant and advisor, especially when Silvio decided to d i
versify his activities. But what is the secret of their mutual understanding? Anyone who knows 
them has no doubt that they are jo ined by deep affection reinforced by extreme sincerity.
Fedele never hesitates to contradict the Leader and their private, animated discussions have 
become legendary, as has their perfect harmony once a decision has been made. It Is impossible to try to separate them as 
was once again dem onstrated during the events of 1994.W hen Silvio decided to enter Into politics, Fedele was among the 
most sceptic, but once Berlusconi had made up his mind, Fedele agreed to take over the chairmanship of Mediaset. Neverthe
less It is his ill-concealed wish that one day Silvio will return to work together with him as entrepreneur.

and Silvio sang in the choir and studied 
the piano on a piano hired by his m oth
er. Music continued to bind them through 
the years and they later formed a small 
group in w hich they played at student 
gatherings that helped them to pay their 
way through university. During their se
nior school years they w ere gradually 
joined by Adalberto Spinelli, Guido Pos- 
sa, Romano Comincioli, Federico Buter- 
aand and others. They followed Berlus
coni in all his business enterprises and it 
is these friends from school and youth club

Together with 
his 'team , 
Berlusconi 

has faced all 
the challenges 

that life has 
thrown at him

who have become the nucleus of the team 
that has followed Berlusconi through his 
life as an entrepreneur and politician. 
M any years later, speaking of his collabo
rators, Berlusconi recalls, "w e were strong 
because we were friends, we were bound 
together by a deep understanding and by 
identical values. We trusted each other and 
our ties were even stronger because we all 
had a com m on goal, the satisfaction of 
working together and happiness in our 
success".
Gianni Letta says, "Silvio's foremost v al-^



his life-long 
friends

A ues revolve around his family and friends. 
He is happiest when he is surrounded by 
people he loves and who return his respect 
and affection". Still today, Berlusconi be
lieves in the 'team ', in working together 
and in the strong ties that no-one denies 
or betrays.
A lthough it w as m usic that brought 
Berlusconi and Fedele C onfalonieri to
gether, it w as football that sealed his 
friendship w ith M arcello D ell'Utri. "A t

Friendship, devotion , 
loyalty, love o f 

adventure, 
light-heartedness and 
intellectual curiosity 
are the characteristics 
o f the Berlusconi clan

the university, Silvio acted as my tutor and 
often passed me the famous "summaries" 
of our text books. Many of us studied from 
those am azing syntheses", recalls Del- 
rUtri. "But it was our love of football that 
really united us". D ell'Utri founded the 
Torrescalla Football Club and Silvio was 
M anager, adm inistrative director and 
trainer and they w on all the cham pi
onships in w hich they entered, in all the 
junior categories in M ilan football. They 
even repeatedly w on against the junior 
teams of the Milan and Inter clubs. "Then 
all the boys were called to do Military Ser
vice and the team broke up. But m any of 
them are still with me. The centre forward 
is now our official photographer".

S ilv io  
B e rlu s c o n i 
H o w  friends, 
c o lle a g u e s  a n d  
s p o rts m e n  s e e  
h im
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Tn the opinion of Paolo Maldini, Captain of the National^ 
Football Team, he is a “constructive, innovative and 
unique man”. According to Franco Baresi, Berlusconi is 

simply “ingenious and strong” For Demetrio Albertini he 
is “extraordinary and charismatic”. Roberto Donadoni is 
even more concise saying he is “a winner and magical”. 
These are the opinions of the players of Milan Football 
Club speaking about the man 
who believed in them and who, 
with them, has won everything 
there is to win.
“With him we have become re
al men, no-one else is able to 
motivate us and understand us 
as he does”, recalls Mauro Tas- 
sotti, the new trainer of Milan.

i i X h e  first time I met Dr.
I  Berlusconi at Arcore far 

back in March 1987’, recalls Ar- 
rigo Sacchi, I was impressed 
by his great humanity. I was fas
cinated and felt as though I had 
known him forever. We spoke 
about football for hours and we jotted down our ideas of 
what should be the future Milan Football Club. I admired 
the enthusiasm, the intensity and the originality of his pro
gramme, his dream of making Milan the greatest football 
team in the world, and I marvelled at the ability, the con
viction and the confidence that was evident in his every 
thought. I remember that when I left there at three o’clock 
in the morning, I was convinced that I would become the 
trainer of the greatest team in the world. Berlusconi is a 
generous and intuitive person, he is able to foresee and 
resolve problems even before they occur and he has the 
ability to make people feel at ease. For my career he has 
been fundamental, not only because he had the intuition 
and courage to choose someone unknown, but for the 
help and comfort he has given me through the years, giv
ing me the advantage of his culture and his intelligence.
I will always be grateful to him. Fie had innovative ideas in 
football and he has been able to transform a great dream 
into a great reality” .
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Raimondo Vianello and Sandra Mondaini, one of the great
est couples in Italian television, have many affectionate mem

ories of Silvio Berlusconi. “Our friendship started”, recalls Rai
mondo, “at the end of the 70s. Two of our friends had spoken 
to us about a young entrepreneur from Milan who was about to 
start a private television station and he wanted to propose a 
collaboration. Sandra was sceptic but our friends insisted and 
eventually we organised a meeting with this young Berlusconi at 
our home. When he arrived, he bowled us over with his enthu
siasm and his charm. At a certain point, I asked him if he would 
like a coffee or a cold drink and he replied by asking if he could
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i i  l |  e has always worked hard, in an almost inhuman way” says
h ;Marcello Dell’Utri. “His working day starts at seven o’clock 

with the first phone calls from home. By nine o’clock he is in the of
fice where he has an appointment every fifteen minutes, more than 
one hundred phone calls and dozens of meetings a day. And at the 
end of the day he carries on throwing out ideas for the following 
day, talking about them deep into the night. Luckily he needs very 
little sleep”.

Confalonieri adds, “You need to see him speak about pro
gramming to understand how and why we were able to be-

i  i  l i e  is the personification of self- 
I  irony”, declares Giuliano Ferrara.

“He takes the things he does very seri
ously but he can also laugh at himself. He 
has brought the patrimony he accumulat
ed from the television companies into pol
itics. He knows how to make things work 
to produce results and he understands the 
tastes, the moods and the desires of the 
people. He is the boy next door, the per
son you get to know and trust, the only difference being that he is 
extremely rich, capable and determined. He may have a long line 
of powerful and ruthless enemies but it would be practically impos
sible to find someone who dislikes him as a person.

Says Paolo Guzzanti: “His position regarding charities is extremely 
modest and discreet. It’s a well-known fact that he has never dis

missed any of his employees (something that has often caused 
him problems), but less known is the fact that he directly deals with 
many cases of charity known only to very few people. I have seen 
him, much to his embarrassment, pay for expensive surgical oper-

come serious competition for the Rai. He 
was able to foresee the number of view
ers that each programme would attract 
and he personally supervised the scripts, 
the stage settings and the assembly of 
all the programmes. He gave sugges
tions to the scriptwriters, the directors and 
the actors and he created the format, the 
programme titles, the slogans and the 
promotions. He really was Mr. T.V.

ations and help people with serious eco
nomic difficulties. His vision of a social mar
ket economy, (similar to the “compas
sionate conservatism” of the present Amer
ican President) is based on his first hand 
knowledge of the pain and suffering in peo
ple’s lives. Ever since he was a child he 
has had the opportunity of enjoying two 
very different pleasures: that of making 
money and that of distributing it”.

Ferdinando Adornato: ‘To have faith 
in your ideas, to believe in your work 

as if it were a mission, to respect obliga
tions entered into with other people, these 
are the human qualities that strike me 
most in Berlusconi, qualities that un
doubtedly have been largely responsible 
for his success. This is even more true in
the difficult and contorted world of politics 
where, all too often, the cynicism of lesser men prevails”.

His staff
A J| ichele Persechini is Silvio Berlusconi’s cook. “I know 
I V I  what he likes -  he confides -  I know his tastes very 
well. He is a simple, honest, kind person.
W henever he is late for meals, he comes into the kitchen 
to apologise, he is sincere in his thanks and he appreci
ates a job well done”.

have a sandwich as he hadn’t had time to eat. At that 
I turned to Sandra and whispered “Are we sure that he 
is really rich?”. Despite this he convinced us and we 
moved to Milan where we took part in the first pro
grammes broadcast by Canale 5. At first we were sur
prised at the enthusiasm that was in the air, used as 
we were to the slower rhythms of the Rai. Silvio was 
always present, always attentive and always available. 
At the end of our contract, the Rai made us an inter
esting offer and we decided, rather reluctantly, to re
turn to Rome where we still had our residence. We told

Sandro Parodi is much more than his butler. He is the 
Leader’s loyal and discreet shadow and he follows him 

everywhere. “Only those who are close to him can compre
hend exactly how hard he works, how patient he is, how 
he manages to take on other people’s problems and how ut
terly generous he is. There is nobody quite like him” .

Berlusconi who invited us to dinner at Arcore. It 
was a lovely evening although a little sad and as 
we were saying goodbye we all had a lump in our 
throats. We still carry the image of him standing 
alone at the door waving to us. Sandra too was 
very unhappy. A few days later he phoned us from 
Holland. He said that it was a beautiful day, Gul
lit had agreed to come to Milan but that he didn’t 
really feel like celebrating because he missed us 
too much. Sandra broke down and a week later 
we signed a new contract with Canale 5.
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G E I N T E
Silvio's magazine covers
Here are some of the numerous front page 
covers dedicated to Silvio Berlusconi from
w n r i A n c  C ·  i m n a n n  m  l U l i m l m n r
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Among the many enterprises 

fl· undertaken in Italy sinceAre war, 

there is an extraordinary venture with 

roots in Milan. Here is its story



building 
an empire

Silv io  B erlu sco n i's  story is like the 
A m erican Dream . A m odern fairy 

story, which, like all fairy stories, shows 
the zeal, the uncertainties, the efforts, the 
risk, the shrewdness and the far-sighted
ness of a m an who started with nothing 
and created one of the most important en
trepreneurial groups in Europe.
His m iddle-class origins prove this. He 
didn't come from a family with enormous 
financial possibilities or with an empire to 
preserve. At the beginning there was on
ly his father who invested his retirement 
bonus, the fruit of a life's work, in his son's

first company. As his father very sim
ply said, "M ake good use of it. But 
rem em ber that this money doesn't 
belong only to you but also to your 
brothers and sisters. W hen the time 
comes, you must share the rewards 
with them". And Silvio has kept this 
promise. All his successes are the re
sults of challenges that at the tim e 
seem ed im possible. "I  am  a pragm atic 
dreamer", says Berlusconi. "Other people 
have dreams that remain only dreams, I 
try to transform m y dreams into reality". 
This is the key to Berlusconi's success as

Television
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Mediae igitPublitalia 80R.T.I
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Videotime
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Industriale

a businessman, as a founder of companies, 
and as a creator who has been able to cul
tivate great projects, give great hope, ac
cept great challenges and realise those that



THE 
FININVEST  

GALAXY 
All the activities 

of the group 
founded by 

Silvio Berlusconi V

Real
esta te

in te rne t 
News Media

D irectory
businessEntertainment Publishing Sport Finance

Mediolanum
s.p.a.

Società Partecipata

Newmedia
investm ent

s.a.
Medusa Film Mondadori

s.p.a. s.p.a.
Pagine Ita lia  

s.p.a.
j

Edilnord
2000

Banca
Mediolanum

Medusa
Video

jumpyElemond

Mediolanum  
Vita s.p.a.

Einaudi
Editore

Cinema 5

Blockbuster 1  ? P er™ §  & Kupfer

Il Teatro f f  r  . . , ,
Manzon 1  Gn)albo

45

seemed to be unattainable.
"But nothing has been easy for m e", ad
mits Berlusconi, 'T o  get where I am today 
from being the son of a bank clerk, I have

had to work, work and work again. As my 
mother always told me, 'Yours is a heavy 
w eight to carry and nothing is easy for 
you. You m ust fight for everything and

sacrifice everything'. And I replied, 'That's 
the way it is, blood, sweat and tears, but 
it's the only w ay I know. In all the activi
ties that I have ever taken on, I have ►
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The Head Office of
Mondadori at Segrate
and some of the main
magazines

building 
an empire

◄ proved that you can reach goals that at 
first seemed impossible. It is important to 
set yourself am bitious aims, alm ost im 
possible aims and then to work towards 
them  w ith courage. O f course the goals 
m ust not be absurd, you need to judge 
your m eans objectively and your daily 
w ork m ust be done w ith hum ility and 
constancy. Also friendships and unity of 
the group are of great importance togeth
er with absolute loyalty towards each oth
er in any situation".
By following these rules, Silvio Berlusconi 
has built an empire. In 1960 he started out 
in the construction field and he built many 
residences in Milan followed by whole res
idential and commercial centres soon mak
ing him the leading Italian operator in this 

4 6  field. After the Edilnord Centre, he con- 
struted M ilano 2, M ilano 3 and 'II Gira- 
sole'. In 1978 he inaugurated Telemilano, 
the cable television for M ilano 2 w hich 
soon began broadcasting throughout 
Lombardy. In 1980 he founded Canale 5, 
the first private national television station, 
followed in 1982 by Italia 1 and in 1984 by 
Rete 4. The success he gained in Italy al
lowed him  to develop various initiatives 
which, like all his companies, formed part 
of Fininvest, the holding company found
ed in 1978.
In tliis way he promoted commercial tele
vision throughout Europe with La Cinq 
(1986) in France, Telefiinf (1987) in G er
m any and Telecinco (1989) in Spain. In 
1989 he becam e involved in M ondadori 
and becam e the leading Italian publish
er in the field of books and m agazines. 
With M edusa and Cinema 5, he also be
came the most important cinematographic 
producer and distributor in Italy.
The Fininvest Group, together with Medi
olanum  and Program m a Italia, also de
veloped a strong presence in the fields of 
insurance and the sale of financial prod
ucts. It soon became the second largest pri-

"We have never asked 
for financing  

from the State, 
we have 

never asked for  
unemployment 

benefits and we have 
never advocated 

early retirement"

vate group in Italy. As Berlusconi explains, 
"w hen an entrepreneur enters into a new 
field, all the old protagonists and the so- 
called experts look at him with diffidence 
and many laugh at him.
W hen I started out in the construction 
business, first I built the houses and then 
around them  I built nursery schools, 
schools, churches, sports centres and recre
ation areas. I gave great thought to the 
quality of life that I was offering the in
habitants and to the environment in which 
they would live by planting hundreds of 
trees. The builders from the old school pre
dicted that I would never last, that I was 
doomed to fail, that I would never make 
a profit and they thought I was wrong to 
spoil the buyers in this way.



When I started out in television, it was the 
same thing. How  could anyone com ing 
from the building trade expect to compete 
with M ondadori, Rizzoli and Rusconi? 
Everyone laughed and thought it was very 
amusing.
W hen I entered into the world of football, 
yet again the same thing happened. 'Foot
ball is a very difficult w orld ', they said, 
"m any start out but only one team  can 
win. Someone with no experience would 
need at least ten years to even hope to 
win".
But in all three cases, it w asn't as the old 
professionals had predicted.

On the contrary, when you enter into fields 
with traditional ways of doing things, any
one who can be innovative, who can ques
tion why things should always be done in 
the same way and who can offer new so
lutions has a good chance of being suc
cessful".
Silvio Berlusconi is still the sam e today. 
His ability to inspire hope and to trans
form  it into concrete facts, his talent for 
creating and motivating winning teams, 
his contagious enthusiasm and his way of 
not adapting but of resisting and rebelling 
are exactly the sam e today as they have 
always been.

The true story 
of the Holding 
Companies
fifiT^he setting up of the holding 

I  companies of Flninvest, which 
are Italian and which pay enormous tax
es to the Inland Revenue, came about 
in 1978 and was not equivalent to the 
creation of my Group”, says Berlusconi. 
“I had over twenty years of activity In In
dustry behind me, work which had also 
earned me the title of Cavallere del La- 
voro as the main constructor of com 
mercial and residential complexes In 
Italy. My ‘cursus honorum ’ already In
cluded the realisation of many residen
tial centres In the city of Milan, of Centro 
Edllnord and Milano 2 and Milano 3 was 
already under construction. The decision 
to set up the holding companies was sug
gested to my father by our trusted fi
nancial advisors, Dott. Edoardo Piccit- 
to and Dott. Armando Minna, proprietors 
of one of the most Important professional 
studios in Milan. Our entrepreneurial ac
tivity was rapidly growing and branching 
Into various sectors and it was becom
ing necessary to start thinking about the 
future and to ensure an inheritance for 
the children, the nieces and nephews and 
various members of the family. The pay
ments for the capital were paid by bank 
drafts and personal cheques and at a lat
er date a society of auditors reconstruct
ed all the operations. This is quite mirac
ulous because, as we know, the law 
states that after ten years the banks de
stroy all their written documents. But that 
money was never used to create the tele
vision companies. Television does not ab
sorb liquid assets but produces them. It’s 
a well known fact that when the Rai had 
the monopoly for television, Sipra con
ceded involvement by rewarding the 
clients who were most generous in fi
nancing , with their publicity, the political 
newspapers which were all working at 
a loss. The creation of an alternative lib
eralised the market. The turnover for Pub- 
litalia increased from 12 billion in the first 
year to 76 billion in the second year and 
to over 200 billion in the third year.



The entrepreneur

IN N O V A TIV E

An aerial view 
of Milano 3, one 
of Silvio 
Berlusconi’s 
greatest urban 
development 
schemes
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Berlu sco n i the B u ild er. If it h ad n 't 
been for his involvem ent in televi

sion w hich gave him  the nicknam e "Mr. 
Broadcasting", the m ost fitting appella
tive would probably have been "Mr. Res
idence" for the man who, during the '60s 
and '70s, played a front-line role in Ital
ian construction and town-planning. Sil
vio Berlusconi has always had a passion 
for construction.
During the years w hen he was studying 
at U niversity, he jo ined  a construction 
com pany as Sales Manager. H e worked 
w ell and after six m onths he w as pro
m oted to the position of G eneral M an
ager. A fter his degree, he proposed to 

50 Pietro Canali, the owner of the company, 
to form  a new  construction firm  w hich 
would build quality homes. It was a risky 
undertaking in which they would divide 
the capital in equal parts.
Pietro Canali was astounded but then he 
appreciated the idea and accepted and 
"C antieri R iuniti M ilanesi S .p .A ." was 
created.
Berlusconi senior put in his entire retire
ment bonus as half of the com pany's cap
ital, Silvio added his savings and he be
came an entrepreneur.
As he jokingly said, "The M ilanesi part 
is me, the Cantieri Riuniti part is Canali", 
but at the sam e tim e he realised that he 
had taken on a great responsibility  to
wards his father and towards the rest of 
his family. He worked hard, bought land 
in M ilan, designed, built and sold homes 
and, in 1960, he m ade plans for his great 
project.
A  fascinating but formidable venture, the 
construction of a w hole 'tow n' for 4000 
inhabitants, a well-served town just out
side M ilan. It w as an enorm ous enter
prise for an inexperienced entrepreneur 
and it fell at a time when the building in-



dustry was in a grave depression. Berlus
coni had to call on all his creativity and 
tenacity. He w orked day and night, Sat
urdays and Sundays and he invented 
new  form ulas for publicity, prom otion 
and com m ercialisation (in w hich the fi
nancing for construction cam e from the 
sales). He took part in the design w ork
ing with a team  of young architects led 
by Giancarlo Ragazzi and Enrico Hoffer, 
m en with w hom  he still collaborates to
day. This venture kept him  occupied for 
ten  years but the experience he gained 
gave rise to the pro ject for M ilano 2, a 
new  w ay of conceiving the city and 
Berlusconi's urban dream.
The M unicipality  of Segrate, in accor
dance w ith the ow ner Conte Bonzi, the 
famous transatlantic pilot, allotted a piece 
of land of over 700,000 square metres just 
outside M ilan, to a tow n-planning pro
ject for over 10,000 inhabitants. Berlus
coni w on the undertaking contract and 
he transformed his old project into an ab
solutely innovative idea in urban plan- 51 
ning, a new, different tow n that would 
be called M ilano 2.
It w as to have three road system s w ith 
ped estrian  paths and cycle  tracks that 
never crossed the roads destined for cars.
A  futuristic urban m odel characterised 
by traditional elem ents such as bridges 
for cyclists and pedestrians going over 
the main roads (giving the idea of a sort 
of Lombardy Venice), a long series of ar
cades representing the backbone of the 
town and the warm, traditional Lombard 
colours.
The complex also included an enormous 
park surrounding the houses, a park that 
had been created from nothing by plant
ing hundreds of tall trees. Meticulous care 
was taken in all the details of urban plan
ning, the nursery schools, schools, church, 
the playing fields, the sports facilities, a 
com m ercial centre, a m anagem ent cen
tre, underground parking and every
w here a lot of green, flow ers and trees, 
all carefully arranged under the person
al guide of Berlusconi. A n im m ense un
dertaking, an exhausting task but also a 
great success despite the recurring de- ►
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A pressions in the housing market. The op
eration generously repaid the fam ilies 
w ho m oved into the new  town, both by 
im proving the quality of life and by in
creasing the value of their investm ent. 
M ilano 2 becam e an im portant point of 
reference. Visits from operators and ar-

"M ilano 2 and 
M ilano 3 are 

j more that just
simple towns.

52 They are a new  
\ way o f seeing life,

a model to imitate, 
a prototype, 
an original.

They are important 
because they are the 

realisation o f a dream  
\ tint will be able to give 
| a better life to many 
| people in future

generations"

chitects, m ostly from  abroad, follow ed 
and the urban form ula w as studied in 
m any foreign universities.
Interest from Italian architects and oper
ators was m ore limited as they were too 
busy stud ying soviet m odels and

M A DE TO  
MEASURE  
FOR M AN
Bridges for 
cyclists and 
pedestrians allow 
citizens to cross 
busy roads in 
safety

S I



'm acrostructures'.
Everyone tried to secure the secret of a 
success made up of a thousand ingredi
ents know ledgeably put together. This 
w as the Berlusconi of the 1970s, a fo r
w ard-looking entrepreneur in the field 
of urban planning and housing. 
Towards the end of the decade, the new  
challenge of M ilano 3 began, again in the 
outskirts of the regional capital, this time 
towards the south in the m unicipality of 
Basiglio. This new complex provided for 
14,000 inhabitants in over one and a half 
m illion square m etres and put to good 
use the experience Berlusconi had gained 
in the construction of M ilano 2.
There w ere m ore parkland s, the con 

struction techniqu es w ere perfected , 
work was done with new, sometimes rev
olutionary m aterials and the needs of 
children and adolescents w ere of major 
importance.
The construction of M ilano 3 started in 
1978 and it took over ten years to com 
plete. The construction activity  passed 
from Silvio to his brother Paolo and with 
him  Silvio continued to realise other im 
portant ventures among which Milano 3 
City, M ilano V isconti, Tolcinasco and 
m any more.
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At last free
Television

The long battle that Silvio Berlusconi 
fought against the television monop

oly of Rai is a great entrepreneurial suc
cess and the story of a fight for freedom. 
The freedom  to finally broadcast a tele
vision w here the only valid m eans of 
judgem ent w as the satisfaction of the 
viewers and not the pressures and limita
tions dictated by those in power. It was 
only to be expected that such an attempt

"Information is a precious 
commodity, a commodity 
for everyone, even when it 

56 is owned by an individual. 
This is the conviction 

tint has inspired 
all my activities"

would provoke a great deal of opposition 
in a country where the monopoly of Rai 
was considered an unassailable doctrine 
and where Rai itself acted as the means 
of com m unication and propaganda for 
political parties that considered public tele
vision to be their 'private property' where 
they could place relatives and friends.
A first move against the monopoly came 
from the sentence of 28th July 1976 with 
which the Constitutional Court authorised 
private broadcasters to transmit at a local 
level. In accordance with this new situa
tion, in 1978 Berlusconi created Telemi- 
lano, a cable TV for Milano 2 which, two 
years later, becam e Canale 5, a netw ork 
made up of many small local broadcast
ers.
Berlusconi started to take a personal in-

MIKE BONGIORNO, 4 
A COMPANION 
AND A TRUE 
FRIEND .

*



THE KING OF  
TELEVISION OUIZ  
SHOW S
Mike Bongiorno’s fate 
united him with Silvio 
Berlusconi at the end of 
the 1970s. At first, he
collaborated only 
occasionally with 
Telemilano, Berlusconi’s 
small broadcasting 
network; the initiative 
amused him but he didn’t 
believe in it much. In 
1979 he planned “Isogni 
nel cassetto” for Canale 
5, but he hesitated when 
Berlusconi asked him to 
move over to his 
network. Later, overcome 
by Berlusconi’s 
enthusiasm, he 
accepted. The public 
rewarded the inventor of 
“Lascia o raddoppia” by 
following him to Canale 
5. The sponsors were 
enthusiastic: Mike 
carefully selected the 
publicity messages and 
the products to be 
launched and 
sales took off

terest in this new venture and had his first 
success w ith the games of "M undialito" 
transm itted direct in Lom bardy and 
recorded in the rest of Italy. The formation 
of a concrete alternative to the m onop
oly couldn't leave out of consideration one 
essential condition: the chance to broad
cast direct throughout the whole country. 
Berlusconi himself emphasised this in an 
interview given on 22nd April 1981. "It is 
impossible to make 'real television' if you 
cannot broadcast live to the entire coun
try and the world". Berlusconi then came 
up with an ingenious idea. He recorded 
all the program m es live, including the 
publicity, onto a master tape the day be
fore and then sent the recording of a 
whole days programmes to the local tele
vision stations who then transmitted the 
tape the following day contemporarily. To 
give an example, "Buona Domenica", the 
Sunday afternoon program m e, w as 
recorded on Saturday. In the studio there 
was a large sign reminding everyone that 
"today is Sunday" and w hen all the lo
cal stations broadcast the programme on 
Sunday afternoon at the same time, it gave 
the impression of being broadcast live. It 
w as a 'virtual' live transm ission and of
fered serious competition to Rai. Further
more, it gave the companies with public
ity spots the chance, for the first time, to 
assess the national audience w atching 
their commercial advertising spots and so 
they were able to judge the validity of their 
investment in this new means of publici
ty. A  brilliant idea but Rai reacted and 
started legal proceedings against Berlus
coni accusing him of having created, "con
tra legem " a national network transmit
ting live. Berlusconi invoked the liberal 
principal by w hich a citizen can do any
thing that is not expressly forbidden by 
law. The Rai, and with them the majority 
of the political parties, affirm ed, on the 
contrary, that a citizen can only do that 
which is expressly permitted by law. The 
fight against the monopoly of the Rai be
cam e a battle for freedom  and a battle 
against the nationalism and the unfair co- ►
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At last free
Television

ercion that the State tried to exert on its 
citizens. The battle turned into a full-blown 
war, magistrates intervened and blacked 
out the television, the followers of Canale 
5 held demonstrations and finally the Gov
ernm ent and Parliam ent were forced to 
intervene and end the blackout. M ean
w hile, at the end of 1980, the arrival of 
Berlusconi on the scene together with the 
creation of national commercial television 
and of Publitalia (the concession of pub
licity), provoked a revolution. Finally there 
was a new means of communication avail
able to com panies and finally they were 
free from  hum iliation and abuse. They 
could not only make their product known 
but they could now create new products 
with the certainty of being able to launch 

58 them on the market, to make them known
and to be able to access the consum ers' 
opinion in a short space of time. "Som e
b od y", Berlusconi told som e of his ad
vertisers, "w ould like Italian television to 
remain several years behind the times. Do 
you remember what you had to do to get 
a space on the Rai, to be able to get your 
product advertised on 'C arosello '? Do 
you remember the times, luckily far in the 
past, in w hich the fam ous Colonel Fiore 
(the chairman of the agency for publicity 
on the Rai) m ade you queue up outside 
his office w ithout the guarantee that he 
would receive you? And only those who 
had political connections and w ho were 
prepared to give generous donations to 
the political newspapers managed to get 
space for their publicity?"
The defenders of the old television system 
held out and there followed years of ob
struction and interference from the bench
es of Parliam ent and the High Court, all 
trying to thw art Berlusconi's television. 
"W hat weighed most heavily on u s", ad
mits Berlusconi, "w as the threat from the 
Constitutional Court. It was a very diffi
cult period and our survival w as contin

ually threatened. The Rai, its powerful lob
by and all the publishers of the printed 
press were envious of our incom e from 
publicity and they wanted to throw us out 
of the market, eliminate us. But w e man
aged to survive, we held out, worked hard 
and w e obtained fantastic results". The 
general population was behind Berlusconi 
and this in fact put an end to the m onop
oly even before it officially became law. In 
1991 Canale 5, Italia 1 and Retequattro fi
nally obtained the authorisation to broad
cast in direct. The following year, conces
sions for the three national networks were 
granted but the Rai and the left wing par
ties didn't give in and they presented a ref
erendum  regarding television networks 
w ith  the intention of striking back at

Berlusconi both as a television producer 
and as a political opponent. But they were 
overwhelmingly defeated by the votes of 
the Italians w ho obviously wanted to be 
free to choose the netw ork and pro
gram m es they preferred. And perhaps 
even the Premier and the Government by 
whom they wished to be governed.

THE CAVAUERE’S 
MAGIC FORMULA

And w hat is the key to the success of 
M ediaset television? Am ong other 

things, it is because of its direct relation
ship with the public through well-known 
and well-loved celebrities. In over twen
ty years of broadcasting, the networks of



"I am proud of my contribution as an entrepreneur in the 
communications field. This group, with its newspapers, 
weekly magazines, books and television networks, is a 
factor of pluralism, democracy and freedom that is 
without equal in the history of our country".

(from an interview given by Silvio Berlusconi to Panoram a )
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"B iscione" have brought thousands of 
hours of programmes into Italian homes 
with a rich and meaningful selection rang
ing from fiction to information, from en
tertainment to sport.
From the screens of Canale 5, Italia 1 and 
Retequattro, m any celebrities, both old 
and new, have com e into the view ers' 
homes and become old family friends. To 
try to name all these celebrities would be 
an impossible task but to mention only a 
few, we m ust of course begin with Mike 
Bongiorno, an authentic sym bol of na
tional television. To everyone's am aze
ment, "Superm ike" was in fact one of the 
first, at the end of the '70s. (when Canale 
5 was still called Telemilano), to believe in 
Berlusconi's dream.

During the following decade, many oth
er favourites appeared on the screen, such 
as Gerry Scotti (1983), Marco Columbro 
(1984), Iva Zanicchi with her "Ok, il prez- 
zo e giusto", the couple Raimondo Vianel- 
lo and Sandra Mondaini, Massimo Boldi, 
Ezio Greggio, Lorella C uccarini and of 
course Maurizio Costanzo, the conductor 
of the longest running and most followed 
talk show on Italian television.
For the new s program m es w e m ust re
m em ber Enrico M entana, Paolo Liguori 
and Emilio Fede, w ho, with his Tg4 cre
ated a personalised, different news pro
gramme.
He is especially remembered for his his
toric reporting 'in direct' on the outbreak 
of the Gulf War (16th January 1991) the oc

casion that marked the end of the Rai mo
nopoly for television news. Mentana, who 
has guided Tg5 since the first edition in 
1992, created headlines that successfully 
competed with T g l both for the number 
of viewers and for its influence. The '90s 
brought new faces into Italian homes, the 
faces of Paolo Bonolis, M aria De Filippi, 
Enrico Papi, Luca Laurenti, Claudio Lip
pi, Davide M engacci, Sim ona Ventura, 
Paola Barale, the unconventional Gialap- 
pa's Band and the new  "gu ru " of scien
tific inform ation on the sm all screen, 
Alessando Cecchi Paone.
And there isn't enough space to speak of 
Antonio Ricci and of "Striscia la notizia", 
the most overwhelm ing success story in 
Italian television.



HE SUPER FAN
he manager, 
»rounded





his love 
of sport

^  Λ  th March 1986. Three months after 
saving the society from bankrupt

cy, Silvio Berlusconi made his official en
trance as shareholder of Milan. It marked 
the beginning of a new sporting era that 
w as destined to take the team  to the 
heights of world class football. But for him, 
the Club M anager w ho, by uniting his 
ability as a manager and his competence 
in sport, w as to take taken six cham pi
onship victories and an amazing number 
of cups to Via Turati, the historical seat 
of the M ilan Football club, that date also 
marked the coronation of his old dream. 
W hen Berlusconi took over the Club, it 
brought back memories of 'his' first M i
lan, the team of Carapellese, of Puricelli, 
of Tosolini, the club that he fell in love with 
in the post war years. It was a smaller club 
then but in the eyes of the young boy, it 
was something marvellous, something to 
defend through all the animated discus
sions w ith his com panions and school 
friends, w hether they supported Juven-

"Ours was 
not only the 

victory o f 
a football team 
but the victory 
o f the values 

in which we all 
strongly believed"

tus, Inter or any other club. Then at home, 
as soon as he had finished his homework, 
it was something to talk about with his fa
ther, to com m ent on the latest game and 
to imagine the next game: "you'll see Dad, 
w e'll win, we must win". This continued



WITH THE 
CREAT BARESI
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CHAMPIONS!
From the left, the Manager and Ruud Gullit 
with the Championship League cup 1989-90. 
Above with Franco Baresi, unforgettable 
captain of Stellar Milan: on the left, with Fabio 
Capello, Arrigo Sacchi’s successor.

until the following Sunday when finally 
his dream for his team could become re
ality on the field. From here other memo
ries come to mind: the w alk to the stadi
um  (the Arena or San Siro) hand in hand 
w ith his father, the queue in front of the 
gates and he, Silvio, trying to make him
self as small as possible so that they could 
get in with only one ticket. The following 
ninety m inutes were lived breathlessly, 
betw een hugs for every goal scored and 
disappointment when things went wrong. 
W henever that happened, his father Lui
gi always found the right words to com
fort him: "Never mind, next Sunday we'll 
m ake up for it". M ake up for i t . .. H ow  
many times has Silvio Berlusconi recalled 
those words in the moments of great tri- ►


